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Sun Valley Area Drainage 
Master Plan

Themes
Natural Sonoran Desert Uplands/Riparian Theme

Preserves the character of the relatively undisturbed landscape of the Sun Valley ADMP area 

Reinforces the forms, lines, colors, and textures of natural desert areas, including unique elements such as desert 
pavement and boulder/rock outcrops

Uses Sonoran Desert native plants for landscaping and revegetation

Creates topography similar to surrounding area, with an emphasis on preserving and enhancing desert washes 

Semi-Natural/Desert Adapted Park Theme

Reinforces the desert character of the planning area by focusing on native materials 

Uses desert-adapted, people-friendly plants such as Texas Sage and thornless Mesquite in areas of high activity 

Uses turf modestly for passive recreation but not for play fi elds

Features natural-looking structures that use native colors and materials such as desert varnish and boulder/rock 
outcrops

Suburban Park-like Theme

Develops a transition to surrounding suburban development and reinforces the relationship of open space to 
surrounding development 

Accomodates active recreation elements such as play fi elds and courts

Includes architectural design components such as drop structures and incorporates park features when possible 

Coordinates design components with other local structures such as bridges and culverts

Subthemes
Mining

Includes structures that would evoke mining equipment/materials by using heavy timbers and iron elements

Uses native vegetation as landscaping focus

Implements mining subtheme in southern portions of planning area where there are several mining sites

Provides an opportunity to develop an interpretive trail system that would link mining sites and possibly extend into 
Buckeye’s proposed mountain park

Native American Resource Use/Gathering

Highlights the Sun Valley ADMP area’s history as a location primarily for resource use and gathering rather than for 
permanent habitation 

Emphasizes use of edible plants and those with medicinal value to Native Americans

Provides an opportunity to develop interpretive trails to highlight resources in mountains, washes, and the 
Hassayampa River 

Includes structures that would evoke Native American construction techniques by using native materials

Wildlife

Emphasizes wildlife movement, especially in corridors connecting the mountains to the river 

Uses landscaping similar to the natural desert and desert riparian themes, with an emphasis on using plants that 
provide food and cover for wildlife 

Creates structures that would be easily traversable by wildlife 

Develops trails and other features to encourage human use would be minimized in some corridors

Encourages wildlife viewing areas to be built in adjacent developments
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