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May 4

, 1983

Holly Acres Levee Clouded

Holly Acres, Maricopa County, Floods Since 1978, Citizen's Flood Control Advisory Board, Stan Smith, Flood Control District,
Board of Supervisors, Levee, Gila and Salt Rivers, 123rd and 112th Avenues, Repair, McMicken Dam, Air Force

June 13

, 1983

Cemetery for Pets Relocated

x

Maricopa County Rabies and Animal Control, Humane Society, 14th Avenue, Hatcher Road, 37th Avenue and Deer Valley
Drive, Adobe Dam, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Right of Way, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Arizona Canal
Diversion Channel, Gravesite, Bone Yard, Sunnyslope

July 20

, 1983

Agua Fria Bridge at Indian School Finally Opens

X

Indian School Road Bridge, Agua Fria River, Litchfield Park, Phoenix, Damaged, 1980 Flood, Bridge on Buckeye Road,
Avondale, Delayed by Suite, Maricopa County, Sand-and-Gravel Companies, David R. Johnson, Maricopa County Flood Control
District, Collapsed, Narrowed River Channel, Erosion

August 25

, 1983

Construction Scheduled

Northwest Phoenix, Glendale, Peoria, M.M. Sundt Company, New River Dam, John Rodriguez, Maricopa County Flood Control
District, North Phoenix Flood Control and Stream Protection Project, Army Corps of Engineers, Dream Draw Dam on Northern
Avenue, Cave Buttes Dam on Cave Creek Wash, Adobe Dam on Skunk Creek

November 28

, 1983

Flood-Diversion Project to Enter New Phase

New River Dam, Phoenix, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Dan Sagramoso, Novel Canal-Diversion, Floodwaters,
Authorized by Congress in 1965, Funnel Excess Water Out, Arizona Canal, Existing Rivers, 1972, 2,600 Homes Damaged,
Northeast Phoenix Area, New Dam, Skunk Creek, Jomax Road and 75th Avenue, Dream Draw Dam - 1973, Cave Buttes Dam -
1980 , Adobe Dam - 1982

December 2

, 1983

Skunk Creek, New River Dam Ceremonies -
Flood Control Gets Boost

Skunk Creek Channelization Project, New River Dam, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Maricopa County Flood Control District,
Black Canyon Highway, I-17, Happy Valley Road, Adobe Dam, Phoenix, Arizona and Vicinity Flood Control Project, Dreamy
Draw Dam, Cave Buttes Dam, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, 100-Year Flood Flows, Arizona Canal, 40th Street, Skunk
Creek, Jomax Road and 75th Avenue, New and Agua Fria Rivers, Standard Project Flood Flow, 164 Square Mile Drainage Area,
M.M. Sundt Construction Company, Rights-of-Way, Flood Control District, Cost Sharing, Arizona Department of Water
Resources, Trap the Floodwaters and Store It, Remote Location, No Recreation Features Planned, Earthfill Levee

December 7

, 1983

Ceremony Marks Flood-Control Projects

North Phoenix, Glendale, Peoria, Skunk Creek, Interstate 17, New River Dam, Adobe Dam, Deer Valley, New River-Phoenix
City Streams Project, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Dan Sagramoso, Earth-Fill
Levees, Channel Widening, Contain Major Floods, Jomax Road, 75th Avenue, 100 Years, Dreamy Draw, Cave Creek, Arizona
Canal Diversion Channel, M.M. Sundt Construction

December 14

, 1983

2 Flood Control Projects Dedicated

North Phoenix, Glendale, Peoria, Double Dedication, Skunk Creek, Interstate 17, New River Dam, Adobe Dam in Deer Valley,
New River-Phoenix City Streams Project, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Dan
Sagramoso, Earth-Fill Levees, Channel Widening, 35th Avenue, Deer Valley Road, Collect, Contain and Meter Out Major
Floods, Jomax Road and 75th Avenue, 100 Years, Dreamy Draw, Cave Creek, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, M.M. Sundt
Construction

January 11

, 1984

Study May OK Building in Salt, Not Agua Fria

Development Restrictions, Salt River, Federal Study, Army Corps of Engineers, Flood Plain, Avondale, Narrow, Deep Channel,
Scott Buchanan, Flood Control District, Flood Insurance, County Planners, Permits, Build Structures, West Valley, Shrinking,
Changes, Four Significant Floods, Deepened, Widened Riverbed, Clear Vegetation, Country Club Drive, East Valley, Bullard
Road, Confluence, Gila River, Agua Fria, Jomax Road, Waddell Dam, Lake Pleasant, Storms of Late 1970s, Early '80's,
February 1980 Salt River Flood

35

January 11

, 1984

Construction of Storm Drain Will Resume

Methune Construction Co., Scottsdale and Camelback Roads, Army Corps of Engineers, Collect Storm Runoff, Camelback
Mountain, Indian Bend Wash, Scottsdale Fashion Square,

36

January 12

, 1984

Drain Work to Restrict Intersection

Flood-drain Project, Scottsdale and Camelback Roads, Camelback Sidedrain, Army Corps of Engineers

11

January 24

, 1984

Condemnation Power Approved - Supervisors
Give Levee Project Boost

Levee, Holly Acres, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Dan Sagramoso, Board of Supervisors, Gila River, 113th to 123rd
Avenues, Condemnation Power, Levee Plans 1979, Dick Perreault, 1980, Sun City Posse Rent Land, McMicken Dam, Target
Shooting Range, Greenway Road and Cotton Lane
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12 January 26, 1984|Homeowners Fit to be Dried in East Valley - No [x|Desert Vista Subdivision, Mesa, Muddy Water, 2 Feet Up Walls, July 17th, 72 Homes Affected by Flooding or Storm Damage,
One Accepts Blame for Damage from Flood Dirt Piled, Central Arizona Project Canal Drainage Ditch, Ball, Ball and Brosamer Inc., US Bureau of Reclamation, University
Drive, Ellsworth Road, CAP Project, Inundated by runoff, Signal Butte Floodway, Signal Butte Road, Signal Butte Channel,
Blocked, JWJ Contracting Co., Protect Concrete, US Soil Conservation, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Dan
Sagramoso, Run-Around, Closed Door Meeting
13 January 26, 1984|Experts Called in to Assess Flood Damage in  [x|Engineers, Hydrologists, East Valley, Flood Damage, Construction, Stan Smith, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Central
East Valley Arizona Project Aqueduct, Maricopa County Supervisor Tom Freestone, Pay Victims Claims, Apache Junction, Two Dam
Scheduled 1985, 1986
14 January 26, 1984|Picture of Denise Shows Flooded Property x |Drainage Ditch of a Canal Overflowed
43 June 19, 1984| CAP-Funding Talks Must Consider Eliminating |x|Cliff Dam, Desert Bald Eagle, Verde River, Maricopa Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Central Arizona Project's Plan 6, Salt River
Cliff Dam, Group Says - Eagles' Nesting Places | |Project, Cliff Dam Environmental Subcommittee, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, National Audubon Society, Harm Eagles, Salt River Flood
Would be Endangered, Conservatives Warn Plain, Rio Salado Project, Phoenix Area, Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Endangered Species Act,
SRP, Horseshoe Dam, Bartlett Dam
15 July 27, 1984|East Mesa to be Declared Disaster Area x| Governor Bruce Babbitt, East Mesa, Disaster Area, Federal Disaster Relief, Maricopa County, Yuma and Mohave Counties,
Torrential Rainfall, Letter to Reagan, Washington, Flood Victims, County Supervisor Tom Freestone, Flooding of July 17th,
Construction of County Roads, CAP (Central Arizona Project), County Flood Control District, Contributing Factors, Interfered
with Region's Natural Flood Plain, Stan Smith
16 July 27, 1984|County Won't Seek Federal Disaster Status x|Flooding, Small Area, County Supervisor Tom Freestone, County Manager Robert Mauney, President Reagan, Private
Contractors, Government Agencies, Liable, Supervisor Georg Campbell, Mohave and Yuma Counties, Little Damage to Roads
and Bridges, Server Thunderstorm, Mesa, July 17th, 2 Federal Construction Projects, County-Road Construction, Blocked
Drainage Easements, Contributed
174 July 27, 1984|Disaster-area Status Expected for Flooded x|Maricopa County, Eastern Portions, Flooding, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Mohave and Yuma Counties, President Reagan, Federal
Maricopa County Disaster Relief, State Funds, Repair Roads, Bridge, Public Facilities, 100 Families, Forced from Homes, Thunderstorms, 4
inches Rain, July 17th, Maricopa County Supervisor Tom Freestone
18 July 27, 1984 |East Valley being Declared 'Disaster’ x|Maricopa County Officials, 100 Homes, Heavy Rains, July 17th, Governor Bruce Babbitt, Yuma and Mohave Counties, July
13th, Federal Emergency Management Agency, State Division of Emergency Services, Colorado River Flooding, Since 1983,
Resources, Not Depleted, 4 Inches of Rain, Mesa, Phoenix, Maricopa County, Broadway Road to Southern Avenue, Signal
Butte to Sossaman Roads, Central Arizona Project, Construction Ditch, Broadway and Crismon Roads, 100 Homes Damaged,
Families Evacuated, Inundated with Mud, Yards, Foundations Undermined, Roads Torn Up, Fences Ripped Out, Server Winds,
Thunderstorms, Gust, Power Road
19 August 1, 1984|Studies May Delay Flooding Payments x|Damage Claims, East Mesa, Flooded, July 17, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Stan Smith, County Supervisor Tom
Freestone, 100 Homes, 2 to 4 Inches of Rain, Thunderstorms, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, International Engineering Co., Inc.,
Wausau Insurance Co., Ball, Ball and Brossmer, Central Arizona Project, Soil Conservation Service, Oregon, Washington ,
D.C., JWJ Contracting Inc., Rep. John McCain
37 August 1, 1984|Construction Firm Ordered to Leave Drainage [x|Army Corps of Engineers, Methune Construction Co., Flood Control Project, Scottsdale, Contract Disputes, Poor Work, Indian
Project - Contract Disputes Linger Over Work to| |Bend Side Drain Project, Storm Drain Pipe System, Collect Runoff Water, Arizona Canal, Indian Bend Wash, Camelback Road,
Control Flooding July 17, Heavy Rain, Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale Fashion Square, Sealed Pipe with Wall, Knock Out Wall, Drain Off Water, Silt
and Debris, Flooding, Drain Pipe Blocked, Neil Erwin, Maricopa County, Poisonous Gases Collecting
38 August 1, 1984|Keep Off 'Bridge' x|Retaining Wall, Indian Bend wash, Low-Flow Channel, Hayden Road, Camelback Road, Eroded, Two Thunderstorms, 30-Foot
Gap, Unsafe Bridge
10 August 3, 1984|Phoenix Isn't Alone in Interest in 'Cliff Dam’ - Phoenix, Proposed Federal Dam, Verde River, Cliff Dam, Water Rights, Mayor Terry Goddard, Rio Salado Development District,

Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Arizona Department of Transportation, Central Arizona Project's Plan 6, CAP Water,
Salt River Project, Salt and Verde River, Mesa, Tempe, Salt River Valley
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20

August 10, 1984

Drainage Law Revisions too Slow to Stop
Floods

X

Maricopa County Officials, Revising Flood-control Rules, East Mesa Flooding, Proposed Regulations, Development in Desert
Washes, Kept Clear, Natural and Man Made Debris, Dan Sagramoso, Flood Control District, Board of Supervisors, Master
Drainage Study, Mesa, Soil Conservation Service, Heavy Rains, July 17-18, 4 Feet of Water, Damage, Runoff Diverted, Failure,
Developers, Follow Blueprints, Culverts Blocked, Trash, lllegal Dumps, Desert Washes Dammed, Block Walls, Filled In, County
Zoning Laws, Filled Washes, Home Sites, Storm Runoff, Upstream Developments, Build Retention Basins, David Johnson,
Lack of Follow-up Investigations

21

August 11, 1984

Signal Butte Floodway Dedication Set

X

Maricopa County, Signal Butte Floodway, East Mesa, Ceremonies, Ellsworth and Brown Roads, Second of Seven Flood-Control
Projects, Soil Conservation Service, Flood Control District, Spook Hill Dam and Outlet, 1979, Signal Butte Dam, Pass Mountain
Dam, Divert Storm Runoff, Usery and Goldfield Mountains Watershed, Retention Basin, Salt River, Stan Smith, County
Supervisor Tom Freestone, Mesa, Buckhorn-Mesa Watershed

22

August 14, 1984

Flood Victims May Get County Funds

Maricopa County Supervisors, East Valley, Supervisor Tom Freestone, Maricopa County, Damage, Earth-Moving, Central
Arizona Project, Supervisor Fred Koory Jr., Fund-Pool Proposal, Future Flooding Problems, Supervisor George Campbell,
County Manager Robert Mauney, Supervisors Hawley Atkinson and Ed Pastor

23

August 15, 1984

Supervisors Take No Action on Flood Funds

X

Maricopa County Supervisors, Flood Damage, Mesa, Supervisor Tom Freestone, Heavy Rains, County Civil Defense Director
Roy Bluhm, Claims for Flood Victims, Damaged Homes and Yards, Brown Road, Baseline Road, U.S. Bureau of Land
Management, Soil Conservation District, JWJ Construction Co., BBB Construction Co.

24

August 15, 1984

$200,000 Sought to Aid Flood Victims

Maricopa County Supervisor Tom Freestone, Eastern Maricopa County, Federal Bureau of Land Management, Soil
Conservation District, JWJ Construction Co., BBB Construction Co., Wait Years, Inadvertently Creating Dam, Waters, Homes,
Businesses, Heavy Rains, Maricopa County Flood Control District

25

August 16, 1984

Supervisors Postpone Fund for Flood Victims

X

Fund, Delayed, Maricopa County, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Supervisor Chairman Fred Koory Jr., Study
Complexities of Fund, Supervisor Tom Freestone, Resolving Liability, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Larry Richmond,
Supervisor George Campbell, 4 Inches of Rain, East Mesa, July 17 and 18, Heavy Rainfall, Two Federal Construction Projects,
Blocked Drainage Easements, Civil Defense and Emergency Services Department, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation

26

August 16, 1984

Control Channel that Fueled Flood to be
Dedicated Today

X

Flood-Control Project, Contributed to Flooding, Mesa, Signal Butte Floodway, Buckhorn-Mesa Watershed, Brown and Ellsworth
Roads, Central Arizona Project Canal, Construction, Flooding, July 17 and 18, Unexcavated Earth, Water Back-up, Overflow,
Channel's Banks, Salt River

27

August 17, 1984

2nd of 7 Projects Completed - Flood Protection
Predicted for East Valley

X

Signal Butte Floodway, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, East Maricopa County, Floodwaters, Damages, U.S. Rep. John McCain,
Mother Nature's 100-year Calamities, Protect, 100-year Flood Levels, Spook Hill Dam, Salt River, Inundation, Muddy Sediment,
U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Brown Road, Crismon Road, Bush Highway

28

September 6, 1984

Supervisors Reject Flood-Aid Fund - East Mesa
Residents Disturbed Over Failure to Get
Answers, Relief

X

East Mesa Flood Victims, Frustration, Relief, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Supervisor Tom Freestone, Flood Control
District of Maricopa County, Flooding, July 17 and 18, 4 Inches of Rain, Mesa, Two Federal Construction Projects, Blocked
Drainage Facilities, Heavy Rainfall, Supervisor Chairman Fred Koory Jr., Supervisor George Campbell, Supervisor s Hawley
Atkinson and Ed Pastor, Admit Liable, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Central Arizona Project, U. S. Bureau of Reclamation,
Signal Butte Floodway

39

September 27, 1984

Indian Bend Wash Water Plan Advances

Ground-water Recharge, Indian Bend Wash Area, Scottsdale, U.S. House of Representatives, Rep. Eldon Rudd, Army Corps of
Engineers, State Law, Water-Augmentation, 7 1/2 Miles of parkland, Rainwater, Salt River, Maricopa County, U.S. Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation, Water Conservation, Ground Subsidence, Earth Sinks, Settles

29

November 14, 1984

U.S. Refuses to Release Data on Mesa Flood -
200 Victims of Deluge, McCain Staff 'in dark' on
Cause of Damage

X

U.S. Department of Interior, Arizona, Cause of Flooding, East Mesa, U.S. Representative John McCain, 200 Victims, July 17
Flooding, Liable, Final Report, Confidential, Heavy Rain, Two Federal Construction Projects, Blocked Drainage Ditches, U. S.
Bureau of Reclamation, Maricopa County Civil Defense Department, Soil Conservation Service, Maricopa County Flood Control
District, Dan Sagramoso, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, Inc., Central Arizona Project Canal, Desert Vista Subdivision
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November 16,

1984

Flood Study Suggests Contractors at Fault

X

Two Contractors, East Mesa, July Flood, Central Arizona Project Canal, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, CAP Canal, Partially
Responsible, JWJ Contracting Inc., Aggravated Flooding, Signal Butte Floodway, International Engineering Co., U.S.
Representative John McCain, Wausau Insurance, Soil Conservation Service, Heavy Rains, Storm waters Backed Up, Ellsworth
and Crismon Roads, Mud, Homes, Yards, Sossaman, Bureau of Reclamation, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Seven
CAP Structure Related Damage Areas, Bush Highway, 102nd Street, Signal Butte Dike, Signal Butte Overflow, Cross-Drainage
Channels, Large Storm Flows

November 16,

1984

Contractor for CAP May Escape Liability in East
Mesa Flooding

X

East Mesa, Flood Victims, Central Arizona Project, Disagreement, Federal Study, Maricopa County Study, U.S. Representative
John McCain, Bureau of Reclamation, July 17, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Signal Butte
Floodway, CAP Canal, Floodway Work, Did Not Contribute to Flooding, Soil Conservation Service, Dan Sagramoso, Damaged
by Two Federal Projects, Others Protected, International Engineering Co.

32

November 27,

1984

Floodway Shielded Some in E. Mesa in July
Storm, Hurt Others

X

East Mesa, Third Study, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Signal Butte Floodway, July 17, Flood Control District of Maricopa
County, Signal Butte Construction, Central Arizona Project, Brown and Ellsworth Roads, Signal Butte Road, U. S. Bureau of
Reclamation, CAP Canal, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, CAP-Related Flooding, Wausau Insurance, Temporary Dirt Plug, Protected
Areas, Aggravated Flooding, JWJ Contracting Inc.

33

December 7

, 1984

Firm to Process Claims for Mesa Flood Victims
McCain Seeks Help for those Ineligible for

X

July Flood, East Mesa, U.S. Rep. John McCain, Flood-Damaged Homes, Central Arizona Project, Signal Butte Floodway, U. S.
Bureau of Reclamation, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, JWJ Contracting Inc., Wausau of America

34

December 21

, 1984

Processing of Flood-Damaged Claims to Begin

X

Wausau Insurance Co., East Mesa Residents, July 17 and 18, Central Arizona Project Canal, Rep. John McCain,
Reimbursement to Homeowners, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, CAP Canal, U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, Maricopa County Flood
Control District, Maricopa County Civil Defense Department, JWJ Contracting Inc., Signal Butte Floodway

62

January 17,

1985

Flood Aid OK'd in 3 State Counties

Mesa, President Regan, Aid, Flooding in July, Federal Emergency Management Administration, Maricopa, Mohave, Yuma,
Heavy Rains, July 12-22, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Rep. John McCain, FEMA, Process Flood Damage Claims, Richard Colson,
Director of Arizona Department of Emergency and Military Affairs, Public Facilities, Buildings, Roadways, Loans, Medical
Expenses, Unemployment Benefits, Wausau Insurance Cos., Ball, Ball and Brosamer Inc., U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Central
Arizona Project, Construction, JWJ Contracting Inc., Signal Butte Floodway, Maricopa County Flood Control District, U.S. Soil
Conservation Service, Industrial Indemnity

63

January 21,

1985

Flood Aid Office Opens in East Mesa

Mesa, Disaster Assistance, Federal Emergency Management , Monsoon-Style Rains, July 17, Storm Runoff, Central Arizona
Project, Signal Butte Floodway, President Regan, Maricopa County, Mohave, Yuma

64

January 28,

1985

53 Valley Residents File Flooding Claims

X

East Mesa, Claims for Flood Damage, Federal Emergency Management, Maricopa, Yuma, FEMA, Heavy Rains, July 17, Up to
4 inches, Water, Mud, Storms Swamped Homes, Businesses, Loans, Medical Expenses

70

February 7,

1985

Proposal for 2 Ski Lakes in Wash to be
Discussed by Tempe Council

X

2 Lakes for Water Skiing, Tempe, Indian Bend Wash, 2,400 Slalom Lake, 1,200 foot Ski Lake, McKellips and Curry Roads,
Maricopa County Flood Control, Army Corps of Engineers, Flood Control, Hydraulics in Wash, Scottsdale Road, Salt River Bed,
Drainage Canal, Heavy Rains

65

February 8,

1985

New River Dam Dedicated

Earthen Structure, 67th Avenue and Jomax Road, New and Agua Fria Rivers, Dam, Army Corps of Engineers

66

April 17,

1985

Water Storage Urged for Roosevelt Dam;
'Forget Flood Control'

X

Stewart Udall, Theodore Roosevelt Dam, Rio Salado Project, Salt River, Central Arizona Project, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Congress,
CAP, Plan 6, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Central Arizona Water Conservation District, Water-Storage System, Salt and Verde
Rivers, Phoenix, Salt River Project, Flood Control, 1978 through 1980, Bigger Bridges, Channeling Around Sky Harbor,
Community of Allenville Relocated, Gila River, Buckeye, Severely Damaged

42

May 24,

1985

Cliff Dam Research Deadline Extended

Cliff Dam, Verde River, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Plan 6, Salt and Verde Rivers, Southwestern
Bald Eagle, Fish, Food, Central Arizona Project, Storage, Colorado River Water, Phoenix, CAP, Endangered Species Act,
Interior Department, New Waddell Dam, Agua Fria River, Roosevelt Dam, Stewart Mountain Dam

44

July 9,

1985

Cliff Dam Plan Criticized; Compromise Sought

X

Environmentalists, Cliff Dam, Desert Bald Eagle, Last Remaining Streamflows in Arizona, Charles Babbitt, Maricopa Audubon
Society, Verde River, Central Arizona Project's Plan 6, Salt River Project, Sierra Club, Wilderness Society, Roosevelt Dam, Salt
River, Rio Salado Project
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40 July 12, 1985|Funds to be Studied for Low-Priority CAP Dam [x|Central Arizona Water Conservation District, Federal Dam, Phoenix, Central Arizona Project, Pinal County Dam, Buttes Dam,
Gila River, CAP, CAP Aqueducts, Plan 6 Dam Projects, Water-Storage Facility, Tucson, New Waddell Dam, Modifications, San
Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Arizona Public Service Co., Salt River Project, Department of Water
Resources, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Navajo Generating Station, SRP
41 July 12, 1985|Dam's Last-Place Spot on Priority List Raises  [x|Pinal County Farmers, Central Arizona Water Conservation District, CAWCD, Central Arizona Project, Buttes Dam, 4 CAP
Ire Dams, Plan 6, Gila River, Florence, Tucson, Agua Fria, Verde River, Salt River, San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District, Gov.
Bruce Babbitt
45 August 16, 1985|Cliff Dam is Given Green Light Despite Danger |x|Cliff Dam, Verde River, Bald Eagles, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, Approval for Dam, Central
to Bald Eagle Arizona Project, Plan 6, Rare and Endangered Species Act, Citizens Concerned About the Project, Maricopa Audubon Society,
Sierra Club, File Suit to Block Construction, Rio Salado Project
46 August 17, 1985|Environmentalists Vow to Block CAP's Cliff x|Environmentalists, Cliff Dam, Nest of Bald Eagles, Maricopa Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Wilderness Society, Verde River,
Dam U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Lower Colorado Region, Plan 6, Central Arizona Project, Provide Flood
Control, Salt River, Horseshoe Dam, Rio Salado Development District, Homes, Businesses, Resort Areas, Metropolitan Phoenix
47 August 20, 1985|Editorials - Eagles Safe - Sensible Move on Cliff|x|U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Cliff Dam, bald Eagles, Phoenix, Water Annually, Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Orme Dam,
Dam Confluence Salt and Verde Rivers, Yavapai Indians, Harm Lands and a Cemetery, Rio Salado Project, Bureau of Reclamation,
Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Plan 6, Arizona Congressional Delegation, Department of the Interior, Water Storage, Flood Control
48 August 22, 1985|Coalition Battles Cliff Dam x |Cliff Dam, Central Arizona Project, National Audubon Society, National Wildlife Federation, Friends of the Earth, National
Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam, Environmental Policy Institute, Sierra Club, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Verde and Salt Rivers,
Impact on Eagles, Bureau of Reclamation, Storage, Flood Control, Plan 6, CAP
49 August 23, 1985|National Environmental Coalition to battle Cliff [x|Cliff Dam, Verde River, Phoenix, National Wildlife Federation, Environmental Policy Institute, Friends of the Earth, National
Dam Audubon Society, Arizona Environmentalists, Bald Eagles, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Environmental-Impact Study, Bureau
of Reclamation, Central Arizona Project, Plan 6, Verde and Salt Rivers, National Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam, Congress, Deny
Funds, New Waddell Dam, Western Dam Fights, Rio Salado Project, 1977, President Carter, Orme Dam, CAP, Fort McDowell
Indian Reservation, Central Arizona Water Conservation District, Colorado River, Lake Havasu
50 August 31, 1985|Wishful Thinking - SRP Seeks Ways to Save x | Cliff Dam, Salt River Project, Southern Bald Eagle, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Maricopa Audubon Society, Verde River,
Eagles Inundate, Bureau of Reclamation, Horseshoe Dam, Bartlett Dam, Maximum Floods, Earthquakes, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Central
Arizona Project, National Wildlife Federation, Friends of the Earth, National Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam, Arizona Game and Fish
Department, U.S. Forest Service
51 September 3, 1985|Cliff Dam: The Battle - Sides Gird for x | Cliff Dam, Northeast of Phoenix, Lobby Congress, Block Funding, Congress, Central Arizona Project, CAP's Plan 6 Project,
Congressional Fight Over Place Where Eagles Verde River, Endangered Species, Maricopa Audubon Society, Bureau of Reclamation, Sen. Howard Metzenbaum, Energy and
Dare Natural Resources Committee, Opposition to Funding, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Sierra Club, Interior Secretary Stewart Udall, Political
'Hot Potato', Environmental Opposition, Hualapai and Orme Dams, Bridge Canyon Dam, Flooded Grand Canyon's Bridge
Canyon, Colorado River, Coal-Fired Navajo Generating Station, Environmentalists, Flooded, Fort McDowell Indian Reservation,
Salt and Verde Rivers, 1977, President carter, United Nations, Wipe Out Yavapai Tribe, Maricopa Audubon Society, Maricopa
Wilderness Coalition, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Rio Salado Development District, Peak Flows, Planned Lakes, Store
Water, Roosevelt Dam, Sky Harbor Airport, Citizens Concerned About the Project, National Wildlife Federation, Environmental
Policy Institute, Friends of Earth, National Audubon Society, Lobby Against Dam, File Suit
74 September 5, 1985|Tempe Council to Mull Future of Vacant Indian [x|Tempe, Indian Bend Wash, Water-Skiing Lakes, Gold Center, Drains Stormwater, Scottsdale, Salt River
Bend Wash
71 September 5, 1985|Public Hearing Set on Diversion Channel x |Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel Task Force, Reach Four, Dreamy Draw, 39th Street and

Camelback Road
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67 September 6, 1985|Panel Urges City Crackdown on Salt River x |Phoenix, Crack Down on Dumping, Toxic Wasteland, Salt River, Mayor Terry Goddard's Landfill Advisory Committee, lllegal
'"Toxic Wasteland' Dumping, Dumped Chemicals, Ground Water Pollution, Tires and Junk, Studies Aerial Photos, 24 Dumps, 10 Waste Ponds, 16
Landfills, 48th Street to 51st Avenue, Paint, Qil, Chemical Waste, Pesticides, Estes Landfill, Highest Levels for Cancer-Causing
Vinyl Chloride, 27th Avenue Landfill, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Hazardous-Waste Disposal at Mobil
52 September 9, 1985|Cliff Dam: Foolish Project... No More x|U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Doomed Eagles, Sonoran Desert Riparian Community, Rio Salado
Development, Flood Plain of River
53 September 17, 1985|Speaks for Eagles x|U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Doomed Eagles, Sonoran Desert Riparian Community
54 September 19, 1985|Environmentalists Take Cliff Dam to Court x |File a Lawsuit, U.S. District Court, Cliff Dam, Congress, Arizonans, Not United, Plan 6, Maricopa Audubon Society, Central
Arizona Project, Horseshoe and Bartlett Dams, Verde River, New Waddell Dam, Agua Fria River, Roosevelt and Stewart
Mountain Dams, Salt River, Impact on Nesting Pair, Endangered Southern Bald Eagle, Orme Dam, CAP, 1977, President
Jimmy Carter, Salt and Verde Rivers, Indians at Fort McDowell, Flood Homes, Graves of Ancestors, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Endangered Species Act, Maricopa, Notational, and Prescott Audubon Societies, National Wildlife Federation,
Environmental Policy Institute, Friends of the River, American Rivers Conservation Council and National Parks and
Conservation Association, Bureau of Reclamation, Heavy Floods, Environmental Impact Statement, Federal Rules, Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport, Runway Washed Out
55 September 20, 1985|Environmental Groups Sue in Bid to Block CIiff |x|12 National and State Environmental Groups, Filed Suit, Cliff Dam, Central Arizona Project, Plan 6, National Environmental
Dam Procedures Act, U.S. Department of Interior, Orme Dam, CAP, Storage, Flood Control Salt River, Metropolitan Phoenix, 1977,
Verde River, Desert-Nesting Bald Eagles, Charles Babbitt, Maricopa Audubon Society, Bob Walsh, Bureau of Reclamation,
William Wheeler, Central Arizona Project Association, Colorado River Water, Final Environmental Assessment, National Wildlife
Federation, National Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Arizona Wildlife Federation, Prescott Audubon Society, Environmental
Policy Institute, Friends of the River, Wilderness Society, Friends of the Earth, American Rivers Conservation Council, National
Parks and Conservation Association
69 October 1, 1985|Project May Cause Holiday Headaches at Busy [x|Scottsdale and Camelback Roads, Army Corps of Engineers, Fashion Square Mall, Fifth Avenue, Old Town, 12-foot Deep
Intersection Trench, Indian Bend Wash Project, Started 1971, Drain Pipes, 68t Street and Lafayette Boulevard, Arizona Canal, Rainstorms
69 October 1, 1985|Merchant's Business Going Down Drain x |Construction, Business Slow Down, Camelback, Scottsdale Road, Trench 15 Feet Deep, Saddlebag Avenue, Drainage Pipe,
Miller Road, McDonald, Hayden
56 October 8, 1985|Letters - Cliff Dam Vital x |Cliff Dam, Central Arizona Project, Environmental Groups, Legal Action, Verde River, Bald Eagle, Many Benefits, Destruction
from Flooding, Dam Safety, Horseshoe Dam, Recreational Opportunities, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
57 October 12, 1985(Cliff Dam - Floodplain Insanity... Weigh x |Lawsuit, Environmental Group, Floodplain Insanity, Rio Salado, Cliff Dam, Roosevelt, Pima County Hydrologist Brian Reich,
Benefits - Sure Disaster Odds of Being Flooded, Bureau of Reclamation, Plan Six Environmental Impact Statement, Orme Dam, Social and Economic
Problems
57 October 12, 1985|Cliff Dam - Floodplain Insanity... Weigh x |Cliff Dam, Central Arizona Project, Environmental Groups, Legal Action, Prevent Construction, Verde River, Nesting Breeding
Benefits - A Mobil Bird Ground, Bald Eagle, Benefits, water Storage, Excessive Runoff, Captured, Flood Control, Dam Safety, Horseshoe Dam, Highly
Mobil Bird, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
68 October 22, 1985|SRP Official Says Canal's Function Outweighs |x|Arizona Canal, Downtown Scottsdale, Park-Like Mall, Salt River Project, Canal Bank Committee, Scottsdale and Camelback
Beauty Roads, SRP Canals, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Use of Canal Banks, Cleaned of Silt, Vegetation, Phoenix
58 November 19, 1985[2 Groups Join Coalition to Lobby Against Cliff  |x|Natural-Resources Group, Sierra Club, Block Construction, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Phoenix, National Coalition to Stop Cliff

Dam

Dam, Oppose Federal Funding, Habitat, Two Pairs, Endangered, Bald Eagles, Central Arizona Project, Gov. Bruce Babbitt,
Verde River Protection Fund, Environmentalist Opposition, CAP, Plan 6, Water-Storage, Flood-Control Projects, Suit, U.S.
District Court, National Environmental Procedures Act, National Resources Defense Council, Alternatives to Cliff Dam, Rio
Salado Project, Dry Salt River Bed, Shops, Homes, Offices, Parks, National Wildlife Federation, Block Federal Funding, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Bartlett Dam, 1984 Amendment, 1978 Reclamation Safety of Dams Act,
Congress, Dam Repair
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Title of Newspaper Article

>

Key Words

59

December 6, 1985

Building Dam with Safety Funds Ok -
Congressional Foes Vow Fight in Courts Over
Interior Ruling

>

Congressional Foes, Interior Ruling, Interior Department Attorneys, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Constructed, Federal Dam Safety
Funds, Rep. John McCain, Federally Finance Water Projects, Plan 6, Central Arizona Project, Bureau of Reclamation, Inundate,
Unsafe, Horseshoe Dam, Alleviate Potential Problems, Downstream, Bartlett Dam, President Regan, CAP Funds, McCain

59

December 6, 1985

Building Dam with Safety Funds Ok - Tentative
Accord Allots $327 Million as Local CAP Share

Negotiations, State and Federal Officials, Tentative Agreement, Central Arizona Project, Final Package, Regan Administration,
Gov. Bruce Babbitt, CAP Proposal, Congress, Bureau of Reclamation, Central Arizona Water Conservation District, Plan 6, Cliff
Dam, Verde River, Storage-Flood Control, CAP, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Salt River Project, Phoenix, Scottsdale,
Tempe, Mesa, Chandler, Glendale, Terminal Storage Facility, City of Tucson, Operating Agreement Between Cities, Roosevelt
Dam, CAWCD

60

December 9, 1985

Cautious Optimism on Cliff Dam

Colorado River Water, Phoenix, Central Arizona Project Aqueduct, CAP is a Ditch, Plan 6, Dam Safety Act, Roosevelt and
Stewart Mountain Dams, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Federal Dam Safety Funds, Courts, Repair, Bartlett and Horseshoe Dams,
Western Reclamation Funds, Pinal and Pima Counties

61

December 31, 1985

Waste Tax Dollars

Cliff Dam, Orme Dam, Existing Dams, Verde River, Paleoflood Study, Salt River Project, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation,
Horseshoe and Bartlett Dams, Noah Flood, Three Times Size of Previously Determined Maximum Flood, Failure on Phoenix,
Corps of Engineers, Waste Tax Dollars, Flood Bald Eagles Nests

76

February 3, 1986

84 Floods Spur Plan for System of Channels,
Basins

x

Maricopa County Officials, Kebba Buckley, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Eastern Maricopa County Master Drainage
Plan, 13 Detention Basins, Concrete Drainage Channels, City of Mesa, U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Soil Conservation
Service, Arizona Department of Transportation, Sue Mutschler, Crismon and Broadway Roads, July 1984, 4 Feet, Muddy Water,
Signal Butte Floodway, Central Arizona Project Canal, Damaging 150 Homes, Slow Flow form Heavy Rains, Goldfield
Mountains, East Mesa, Apache Junction, Superstition Freeway, Power Road, University Drive, Guadalupe, Elliot, Warner,
Ellsworth, Crismon, Signal Buttes

79

February 17, 1986

City of Review Water Recharging Study

Scottsdale, Recharge Water, Replenish Underground Water Tables, Pumping, Stand in Ponds, percolate, Underground
Aquifers, Indian Bend Wash, Congress, Recharge Demonstration Act, Boyle Engineering, Geology, Soil Conditions, Study,
Avrtificially Charged

72

February 19, 1986

Cliff Dam - Can it Weather the Storm?

Protect Valley, Catastrophic Flooding, Costly Repairs, Existing Dams, Salt River Floodplain, Cliff Dam, Plan 6, Reagan
Administration, Congress, 1978, Bureau of Reclamation, Verde River, Orme Dam, Central Arizona Project, Confluence Verde
and Salt Rivers, Salt River Project, Environmental Impact Statement, Fort McDowell Indian Reservation, Flood Wildlife Habitat,
Plan 6, One of 8 Options, Bigger Waddell Dam, Lake Pleasant, Agua Fria River, Phoenix, Horseshoe Dam, 8,700 Acre
Reservoir, Lake Roosevelt, CAP Funding, Safety of Dams Act, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, President Reagan, Gramm-Rudman Budget-
Cutting Law, Maricopa Audubon Society, National Audubon Society, Sierra Club, National Wildlife Federation, Filed Suit, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Endangered Southwestern Bald Eagle, Horseshoe Lake, Nesting, SRP, Bartlett Dam, Sky Harbor
International Airport, Arizona State University, Phoenix City Hall, State Capitol, Old Dam Repair Cost, Winter Storms, Pacific,
Arizona, March 1978, Serious Flooding, February 1980, Most Serious Flooding of the Century, Three Storms, Stewart Mountain
Dam, 14 Bridges, Dikes, Rio Salado, Salt River Bed, Dumping, Taxpayer Expense, Treated Sewage Effluent, Other Wastewater

77

March 31, 1986

County Forced to Build Barricade Around Dams

X

Maricopa County, New River Dam, Four-Wheelers, Earthen Structure, County Flood Control District, Repair Erosion, Flood-
Control Dikes, Dan Sagramoso, Off Road Vehicle Users, Fenced, Vandalism, Jomax Road and 83rd Avenue

78

April 5, 1986

2 Unbridged Valley Crossings Will Close

X

Water Releases, Salt River, Close Unbridge River Crossings, McKellips Road and Mill Avenue, Salt River Project, Granite Reef
Dam, Verde River, Pacific Ocean, Arizona, South Rim of Grand Canyon, Gilbert Road, Salt River Indian Reservation

73

April 11, 1986

Local Audubon Group Labels Cliff Dam 'Waste
of Money'

X

Cliff Dam, Maricopa Audubon Society, Central Arizona Project Dam, Rio Salado Project, 'Flood-Plain-Sited Extravaganza,
Environmental Groups, CAP, Plan 6, Building, Verde River, New Waddell Dam, Agua Fria River, Phoenix, Destroys Bald Eagles,
Arizona, Gramm-Rudman, Salt and Verde Rivers

74

May 8, 1986

Dam Aid Can't be Used to Build Cliff, GAO
Says

X

General Accounting Office, Federal Funds, Dam Safety Projects, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Barred Use of Money for New Dam
Construction, Bureau of Reclamation, Horseshoe and Bartlett Dams, Control Floods, Central Arizona Project Dams, Plan 6,
CAP, Rep. Morris Udall, Interior Department, GAO, Salt River Project, National Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam, National Wildlife
Federation, National Audubon Society
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Key Words . .

0 Year Title of Newspaper Article X
80 June 8, 1986 Tempe Remains Cool to 2 Proposals for Using [x|Tempe, Indian Bend Wash, McKellips and Curry Roads, PGA Tour Investments, Golf Center, Two Water-Skiing Lakes, Tempe
Wash - May Request a Third Plan for 60 Acres, Rio Salado Commission, Water Restrictions, 1980 Groundwater Management Act, Slalom Course, Trick Skiing, Drill a Well,
Aide Says Rainstorm Runoff, Serious Problems, Pumping Well Water for Lakes, Conserve, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Ed
Opstein
75 September 18, 1986|Picture of Gillespie Downstream (Historical) x| Gillespie Dam, Gila River, Phoenix, Irrigation Canal, Diverts Water, Paloma Ranch
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Two riders stop to chat along the newly channelized,
rock-lined bottom of Skunk Creek near the Black

Gazoflfc North Valley Bureau

A dual ceremony, attended by county,
state and federal officials, has - marked
another step toward completion of a giant
earthwork ptoject, designed to prevent major
floods in north Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria.

The double dedication at Skunk Creek and
Interstate 17 last week celebrated a construc-
tion start on the $10.3 million New River

.Dam north of Peoria and completion of a $3.5

million channelization project associated with
Adobe Dam in Deer Valley.

The two separate earthworks are part of
the New River-Phoenix City Streams Project,
designed and funded by the U.S. Army Corps

The Phoenix Gazette Dec. 7, 1983

of Engineers in cooperation with the Mari-
copa County Flood Control District.

Attending were Rep. Eldon Rudd, R-Ariz.;’
Wesley Steiner, director of the Arizona
Department of Water Resources; Fred Koory
Jr., county supervisor from Glendale; Col.
Paul Taylor, head of the corps’ Los Angeles

district office; and Dan Sagramoso, county

flood-control chief engineer.

The Skunk Creek project, involving nearly
two miles of earth-fill levees and channel
widening, is designed to contain major floods
flowing into Adobe Dam reservoir northwest
of 35th Avenue and Deer Valley Road.

Finished last year, Adobe Dam is designed

Canyon Freeway north of Deer Valley. That same
day, the channel, designed to prevent major floods in

to collect, contain and gradually “meter out”
major floods down Skunk Creek through
Deer Valley, Glendale and Peoria, county
flood-control officials reported.

With similar purpose, New River Dam,

being built a mile north of Jomax Road near

75th (Avenue (extended), is designed to
contain floods of the size that occur on an

average of once every 100 years, flood-control

officials said. ;
The 2,320-foot-long earthwork dam across

New River is expected to be in operating

condition by December 1984,

Since project planning began in the 1960s,
dams have been completed on Dreamy Draw,

north Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria, was dedicated
by city officials.

Ceremony marks flood-control projects

n Molbum, The Phoenix Gazefte

Cave Creek and Skunk Creek. New River
Dam will be the fourth such structure, to be
followed by last-phase construction of the
17.3-mile-long Arizona Canal Diversion
Channel through north Phoenix, Glendale
and Peoria.

Overall costs; including land acquisition,
facility relocations and associated recrea-
tional improvements, are expected to exceed
$612 million by project completion date in
1990, according to corps reports.

Because of its remoteness, New River Dam
has not forced relocation of any homes or
people, county flood-control officials said.

Construction is being done by M.M. Sundt
Construction Inc. of Tucsor
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relocate

By Doug Frerichs
Gazette North Valley Bureau
Cautiously with his shovel, the
sweating gravedigger cleared clods
from the plastic sack, unearthed
earlier by the snaggle-toothed
scoop of a backhoe.

In the cruel noon light, the faces
of the Maricopa County Rabies and
Animal Control officers looked
peculiarly pale as they signaled for
the sack to be cut.

Inside was another pet — a small
dog — that had been buried
apparently illegally in the Arizona
.Humane Society’s old cemetery off
14th Avenue, south of Hatcher
Road.

By the end of last week, how-
ever, the 25-year-old graveyard for
200 to 250 cats and dogs was no
more.

The dead pets, including ille-
gally buried ones, all have been
. removed. Their new grave is in the

desert near 37th Avenue and Deer
galley Drive at the base of Adobe

am.

Barring further incursion by
man, it is there that creatures like
Corky Evans, Muffet, Boo Boo,
Dukie, Hubert and Taffy Slote will
rest in peace, according to an
agreement between AHS and the
Maricopa County Flood Control
District.

A monument, to be made from
the old grave markers, will be built
at the new site this month, Bob
Sheen, AHS director, said.

As for the old cemetery, it has
become part of costly right of way
purchased for an eventual 17.3-
mile flood-control system, referred
to by its designers in the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers as the Arizona
Canal Diversion Channel.

Public purchase price for the
pne-fourth-acre parcel amounted
o about $44,000, said Bill Dun-
ming, AHS assistant director.

He said some of the money will
go to building a new monument to
the reinterred pets and the rest to
improved facilities for living ani-
mals.

Relocation costs were paid for by
the flood-control district through
contract with JLB Contractors and
H&N Backhoe of Phoenix, Jerry
Bowers, head of JLB, said.

Disinternment, done en masse
rather than grave by grave, re-
quired removil of about 11,000
cubic yards of dirt,\he added.

See ODggs, B-2

; Ru'siell Gates, The Phoenix Gozﬁ

A backhoe operator digs up

remains of cats and dogs

buried in the Arizona Humane
Society’s pet cemetery in Sun-
nyslope. The bone yard is in
the path of the planned
Arizona Canal Diversion Chan-
nel. A new gravesite is being
prepared near Adobe Dam,
37th Avenue and Deer Valley
Drive.
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By Doug Frerichs
Gazette North Valley Bureau
Cautiously with his shovel, the
sweating gravedigger cleared clods
from the plastic sack, unearthed
earlier by the snaggle-toothed
scoop of a backhoe.

In the cruel noon light, the faces
of the Maricopa County Rabies and
Animal Control officers looked
peculiarly pale as they signaled for
the sack to be cut.

Inside was another pet — a small
dog — that had been buried
apparently illegally in the Arizona
-Humane Society’s old cemetery off
14th Avenue, south of Hatcher
Road.

By the end of last week, how-
ever, the 25-year-old graveyard for
200 to 250 cats and dogs was no
more.

The dead pets, including ille-
gally buried ones, all have been
removed. Their new grave is in the
desert near 37th Avenue and Deer
Valley Drive at the base of Adobe
Dam.

Barring further incursion by
man, it is there that creatures like
Corky Evans, Muffet, Boo Boo,
Dukie, Hubert and Taffy Slote will
rest in peace, according to an
agreement between AHS and the
Maricopa County Flood Control
District.

A monument, to be made from
the old grave markers, will be built
at the new site this month, Bob
Sheen, AHS director, said.

As for the old cemetery, it has
become part of costly right of way
purchased for an eventual 17.3-
mile flood-control system, referred
to by its designers in the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers as the Arizona
Canal Diversion Channel.

Public purchase price for the
Ine-fourth-acre parcel amounted
to about $44,000, said Bill Dun-
ning, AHS assistant director.

He said some of the money will
go to building a new monument to

the reinterred pets and the rest to
improved facilities for living ani-
mals.

Relocation costs were paid for by
the flood-control district through
contract with JLB Contractors and
H&N Backhoe of Phoenix, Jerry
Bowers, head of JLB, said.

Disinternment, done en masse
rather than grave by grave, re-
quired removai of about 11,000
cubic yards of dm, he added.

See ODogs, B-2

for pets m

- Russell “Gates, ;fhé 'Ph'oenb’( Ga

A backhoe operator digs
remains of cats and do
buried in the Arizona Huma
Society’s pet cemetery in St
nyslope. The bone yard is
the path of the plann
Arizona Canal Diversion Chc
nel. A new gravesite is bei
prepared near Adobe Da
37th Avenue and Deer Vall
Drive.
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® Dogs

From B-T

Two caskets were discovered.

But except for the illegal dog,
the work was not grisly since the
cemetery had been closed to burials
for 15 years, not to mention that
many of the original pets had been
brought by their owners from old
gr%veyards elsewhere, Dunning
said.

Owners who wish to visit their
pets, deposit flowers or other
momentos can obtain maps and
directions at AHS headquarters,
926 N. 13th Ave., Sheen added.






The Arizona Republic

July 20, 1983

Agua Fria bridge at Indian

The reopening Thursday of the Indian School
Road bridge across the Agua Fria River near
Litchfield Park will make it easier for west-side
residents to travel to Phoenix.

Since the bridge was damaged in a 1980 flood,
residents have traveled miles out of their way to use
the bridge on Buckeye Road in Avondale whenever
the Agua Fria was filled with water.

“Nothing was done for years to fix the bridge, and
people got a little perturbed” because of the
incgnvenience, Goodyear Mayor Chauncey B. Coor
said. :

But many people did not realize repairs were
delayed by a suit. filed by Maricopa County against
sand-and-gravel companies that operate near the
bridge, he added. ,

David R. Johnson, chief hydrologist for the
Maricopa County Flood Control District, said the
county’s suit charged that the eastern end of the
bridge collapsed because the sand-and-gravel com-
panies had narrowed the river channel.

The channel’s width was cut in half, forcing all
water to flow under the eastern end at a high
velocity that caused erosion, Johnson said.

B, i X

The erosion eventually led to collapse of the
bridge’s eastern-end footings, he said. - ]

The eastern end of the bridge was replaced at a
cost of $1.7 million. Work began in February and
concluded in late June, said Mike Lemons, project
superintendent for the Tanner Cos., the contractor.

In April, the Maricopa County attorney’s office
announced the suit against the sand-and-gravel
companies had been settled out of court. Deputy
County Attorney Joe Duke said Allied Concrete Inc.

School finally opens

and Phoenix Sand and 'Rocl_},( Inc. had agreed to pay.
the county more than $1 million to establish a new:
river channel. i 2

 Johnson said the district is «developing plans for-
the new channel. 4 s has

Work to redirect the flow of water and establish
the new channel will have to begin soon to prepare
{lor s%mflcant water releases expected this winter,

e'said. “yd W v AP e e RGE s g
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10/3/83

Salt/Gila

Wetting front:

at Holly Acres

Gila River just west

10/3/83

of I-10 bridge.

N



10/3/83 Gila near St. Johns before floodwaters arrived.




HOY8/ 88 Santar Cruz at I=8%

Santa Cruz River at I-8 looking south.




10/3/83 Santa Cruz at I-8




10/3/83 Gila River near Kelvin.

l




STORM DATE: October/4/1983
LOCATION: SR-85 Bridge & Gila River; Maricopa County. T1S R4W
PHOTO DESCRIPTIONS: SR-85 Bridge over flooded Gila River
PHOTO SOURCE: Flooding Events (1983-1990)

FCD LIBRARY CALL #: 007.108
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10/3/83 Gila River near Kelvin, railroad tracks to right side.



10/3/83 Ashurst Hayden diversion dam.

10/3/83 Gila River near Kelvin.




10/3/83 Gila River looking from upstream of Florence.




10/3/83 U.S. 89 Bridge at Florence.

‘ 10/3/83 Gila just downstream of Florence.




10/3/83

Bridge on Santa Cruz near St. Johns before floodwaters.

10/4/83 Gila/Santa Cruz near St. Johns.

{2



10/4/83 Gila/Santa Cruz near St. Johns.




10/4/83 Gila/Santa Cruz near St. Johns.

i~




10/4/83 Maricopa flooded by Santa Rosa wash.

/

10/4/83 Greene Canal/Santa Rosa wash near Maricopa.

W



10/4/83

Evacuation of residents from Maricopa.




10/3/83 Salt near 91lst Avenue

Water in Greene Canal

10/3/83
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Holly Acres .

levee clouded

By Russ Hemphill
/ Gazette Southwest Bureay

HOLLY ACRES Maricopa County will soon

designed to protect, the community from the floods
it has suffered since 1978, g

| The levee wag to be built this year, but 'the
- Legislature Swept away half the $1.9 million as jt
| tried to balance jtg budget. :

The action Jeft the county with g levee project
and only half the money needed to build jg,

Finding the other half of the money will be the
problem poged t, the Citizens’ Flood Contro]’
Advisory Board later this month,

The board coulq recommend pulling money from’

other projects to pay for the Jevee,

Or it could decide to wait until figea] year 1984-85
when the state reportedly will reinstate jtg portion
of the levee project.

“It’s a pretty heavy decision,” said Stan Smith,
deputy chief engineer of the county Flood Contro]

istrict, ’

The final decision will be made by the county
Board of Supervisors, : »

The county stj]] has about $600,000 for the levee,
planned for the north. bank of the Gila and Salf

money is “nothing negr” what is needed for “what.
would be a fair part of the Holly Acres levee,”

A Smith said the levee needs another $550,000 to be
uilt. 1 .

The levee decision is complicated by competition

for money among other flood-contro| Projects.

Chief among those projects jg a $3 million repair
Jjob on McMicken Dam, a northwest Valley flood-
control structure,

About $2 milljon has been committeq to that
Project, but the Air Force punched a $1 million hole
in the dam funding when they backed out of a
tentative agreement,

It is possible the flood-control district will have to

help plug ‘the funding hole, further draining jtg
construction fund, : ‘
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“onstruction“scheduled

E":ébnstruction will Avenue, Cave Buttes — the most recently

:begin within 30 days on
'a ‘project expected to
-alleviate. flooding prob-
‘lems in northwest Phoe-
‘nix, Glendale and Peo-
‘ria.

Bill Duffy of M.M.
Sandt Construction Co.
'said the Tucson-based
company will begin pre-
construction prepara-
tions on the New River
Dam project in the next
week or two.

- “We’ll begin actual
work on the site about
the middle of Septem-
ber,” he said.

» About 100 workers,
most of them new hires,
are expected to be in-
volved at the peak of
construction.

~ The announcement

that Sundt had been |

awarded a $10.3 million
construction contract
was made today by the
office of Rep. Eldon
Rudd, R-Ariz. Another

$4 million has been
sgnt or_land acquisi-

tion, according to John

RarlguezL project engi-

neer for Maricopa

County onfro!
istrict.

New River Dam is the
fourth of five projects in
the $250 million North
Phoenix Flood Control
and Streams Protection
Project headed by the
Army Corps of Engi-
neers.

The first three
projects were Dreamy
Draw Dam on Northern

Dam on Cave Creek completed dam — on
Wash and Adobe Dam Skunk Creek.
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Flood-diversion project
to enter new phase

l By Edythe Jensen
Phoenix Gazette

An ambitious flood-diversion
project will enter a new phase
Tuesday as work begins on the New

‘River Dam north of Phoenix, Mari-

copa County Flood Control Direc-
tor Dan Sagramoso says.

The New River Dam should be
completed within a year, he said,
setting the stage for completion of a
novel canal-diversion project that
should permanently keep floodwa-
ters out of Phoenix streets and
homes.

“The project is needed even more -
than when it was authorized by

‘Congress in 1965, because the

Phoenix area has become more
urbanized,” Sagramoso said.

When finished in 1991, the

project will funnel excess water out
of Phoenix streets north of the.
Arizona Canal into special channels
and eventually into existing rivers.
-outside of the clty j ;

" “The existing Auzonn Canal
__ doesn’t have the capacity to handle
" all the floodwater that could come

into the city. ... In 1972 there were

2,600 homes damaged by water in'

the northeast Phoenix area,” the
flood-control director said.

The new dam will be built on the‘

- Skunk Creek confluence of New'

River, near Jomax Road and 75th
Avenue, Sagramoso said. It will be'
the fourth and last dam in the!
diversion project. The Dreamy
Draw Dam was completed in 1973,

Cave Buttes Dam in 1980 and
Adobe Dam in 1982. _Ji
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Flood control gets boost

By MARGARET KEITH
Staff Reporter

Dedication and ground
breaking ceremonies were
held simultaneously Nov. 29
for the $5.1 million Skunk
Creek Channelization Project
and the $15.5 million New
River Dam.

Both projects were désigned
by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

The ceremonies were
arranged under the direction
of the Maricopa County Flood
Control District, and took
place at the Skunk Creek
Channelization site at Black

Canyon Highway (I-17) about .

iles north of Happy
.y Road. ;

District 3 Supervisor Fred
Koory Jr. served as master of
ceremonies for the event.
Distinguished guests included
U.S. Representative Eldon
Rudd, Wesley E. Steiner,
director, Arizona Department
of Water Resources; and Col.
Paul W. Taylor, Commander,
Los Angeles District, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

The Peoria High School
Marching Band performed for
the ceremony which marked
the completion of the Skunk
Creek Channelization Project.

The project was designed to
gather floodwaters upstream
of Adobe Dam and convey
them under the Black Canyon
Highway toward the reservoir
area.

rhe observance also served-

to break ground for the New
River Dam which is the fourth
and final dam to be built as
part of the “Phoenix, Arizona
and Vicinity Flood Control
Project.”” Dreamy Draw Dam
was completed in 1973; Cave
Buttes Dam in early 1980 and
Adobe Dam in April 1982.

The last element in this
project is the Arizona Canal
Diversion channel which will
be designed to divert 100-year
flood flows along the north side
of the Arizona Canal from the
vicinity of 40th Street west to
Skunk Creek.

New River Dam will be
constructed in New River
approximately 1 mile north of
Jomax Road and 75th Avenue.
It will provide flood protection
to residences and businesses
along the New and Agua Fria
Rivers

The earthfill structure will
control the Standard Project
Flood flow from a 164 square
mile drainage area. (A
Standard Project Flood is
normally larger than any past
recorded flood and should be
only very rarely exceeded.)

The dam was designed and
will be built by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. The
construction contract was
awarded in August 1983 to
M.M. Sundt Construction
Company.

All rights-of-way were
acquired by the Flood Control
district with cost sharing by
the Arizona Department of
Water Resources. There were

no relocations of people or
facilities. No permanent pool
of water will be retained in the
reservoir.

Instead, the dam and the
reservoir are designed to trap
the floodwater and store it
only as long as it takes to
release it safely downstream.
Reservoir cpapcity is thus
restored to handle a future
flood.

Due to the remote location of

the dam, no recreation
features have been planned.

Skunk Creek channelization
utilized earthfill levees with a
maximum heightof 25 feetand
a channel varying in width
from 241 to 1,700 feet.

The contractor for the
project was Lufkin Construc-
tion Company.

The New River Dam as
planned will be an earthfill
structure, 2,320 feet in length

and 104 feet high with a
reservoir capacity of 43,520
acre-feet of water covering an
area of 1,780 acres. The
project is scheduled for
completion in December 1984.

The federal portion of tho
funding for the New River
Dam amounts to $10.3 million,
with the Flood Control district
to provide $3.7 million and the
Department of Water Resour-
ces to contribute $1.5 million.

BILL PARKER/PEORIA TIMES

A number of prominent officials were on hand Tuesday for the
BILL PARKER/PEORIA TMES ground-breaking ceremony for the $15.5 million New River Dam. Present
a musical touch to the were, from left, Mike Stubler, congressional district representative; Wes
director of the Arizona Department of Water Resources; Jerry
manager of heavy eauipment for the project; Fred Koory Jr., a

The Peoria High School Marching Band added
festivities during Tuesday’s ground-breaking ceremony for the Skunk Steiner,
Creek-New River Dam projects. Leading the band is director John McCord. Nelison,
The ceremony, arranged under the auspices of the Maricopa County Flood Maricopa County supervisor; Nancy Wessel, a District 19 representative; and

Control District, took place at the Skunk Creek Channelization site at Col. Paul Taylor, commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which
Interstate-17, about 12 miles north of Happy Valley Road. designed the project.
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Two riders stop to chat along the newly channelized, rock-lined
bottom of Skunk Creek near the Black Canyon Freeway north of

2 flood-control projects dedicated

Gazetie North Valley Bureau
A dual ceremony, attended by county, state
and federal officials, has marked another step
toward completion of a giant earthwork project,
designed to prevent major floods in north
Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria.

The double dedication at Skunk Creek and
Interstate 17 recently celebrated a construction
start on the $10.3 million New River Dam north
of Peoria and completion of a $3.5 million
channelization project associated with Adobe
Dam in Deer Valley.

The two earthworks are part of the New
River-Phoenix City Streams Project, designed
and funded by the U.S. Aymy Corps of Engineers
in cooperation with the Maricopa County FI
Control District. ,

Attending were Rep. Eldon Rudd, R-Ariz;
Wesley Steiner, director of the Arizona Depart-

ment of Water Resources; Fred Koory Jr., county
supervisor from Glendale; Col. Paul Taylor, head
of the corps’ Los Angeles district office; and Dan
Sagramoso, county flood-control chief engineer.

The Skunk Creek project, involving nearly two
miles of earth-fill levees and channel widening, is
designed to contain major floods flowing into
Adobe Dam reservoir northwest of 35th Avenue
and Deer Valley Road.

Finished last year, Adobe Dam is designed to
collect, contain and gradually “meter out” major
floods down Skunk Creek through Deer Valley,
Glendale and Peoria, county flood-control offi-
cials reported.

With similar purpose, New River Dam, being
built ‘a mile north of Jomax Road near 75th
Avenue (extended), is designed to contain floods

of the size that eccur on an average of once every

100 years, flood-control officials said.
The 2,320-foot-long earthwork dam across

Deer Valley. The channel is designed to prevent major floods in
north Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria.

S

Dan Milbum, The Phoenix Gazee

(37755

New River is, expected to be in operatin
condition by December 1984.

Since project planning began in the 1960s,
dams have been completed on Dreamy Draw,
Cave Creek and Skunk Creek. New River Dam
will be the fourth such structure, to be followed
by last-phase construction of the 17.3-mile-long
Arizona Canal Diversion Channel through north
Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria.

Overall costs, including land acquisition,
facility relocations and associated recreational
improvements, -are expected to exceed $612
million by project completion date in 1990,
according to corps reports.

Because of its remoteness, New River Dam has
not. forced: relocation of any homes or people,
“county flood-control officials said.

Construction is being done by M.M. Sundt
Construction Inc. of Tucson.
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Flood control gets boost

By HAEGARET KEITH
Staff Reporter

Dedication and ground

breakifig ceremonies were
held neously Nov.'29
for the:$5.1 million Skunk
Creek tion Project

and thasls million New

River Dam.

Mprojeasweredeslgned
by the U.S. Army Corps oI
‘Engineers:

The ceremonies were
arranged under the direction
of the Maricopa County Flood
Control Distric¢t, and took
place at the Skunk Creek !
Chanmelization site at Black
Canyon mghway {@-17) about :

wmiles north of Happy
2y Road.

District 3 Supervisor Fred
Koory Jr. served as master of
ceremonies for the event.
Disti d guests included
U.S. Representative Eldon
Rudd, Wesley E. Steiner,
director,-Arizona Department
of Water Resources; and Col.
Paul W. Taylor, Commander,
Los Angeles District, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers. *

- The Peoria High School
Marching B ormed for
the ceremony which marked
the completion oi; the Skunk
Creek Channelization Project.

The project was designed to
gather floodwaters upstream
of Adobe Dam and convey
them under the Black Canyon
Highway toward the reservoir
area.

rhe observance also served-

to break ground for the New
River Dam which is the fourth :
and final dam to be built as -
part of the “Phoenix, Arizona *,

and Vicinity Flood Control £

Project.” Dreamy Draw Dam
was completed in 1973;' Cave ¢
Buttes Dam in early 1980 and
Adobe Dam in April 1982.
The last element in this

* project is the Arizona Canal
Diversion channel which will -
be designed to divert 100-year ~ flood.

flood flows along the north side
of the Arizona Canal from the

- vicinity of 40th Street west to.

Skunk Creek. y
New River Dam will be

“constructed in New River ..

approximately 1 mile north of
Jomax Road and 75th Avenue.

It will provide flood protection
and b

to resid
along the New and Agua Fria
Rivers:

‘The earthfill structure will
control the Standard Project
Flood flow from a 164 square
mile drainage area. (A
Standard Project Flood is
normally larger than any past

recorded flood and should be.

only very rarely exceeded.)

The dam was designed and
will be built by the U.S.Army ¢
Corps of Engineers. The

construction contract was  §

awarded in August 1983 to
M.M. Sundt Construction
Company.
Allrights-of-way were
acquired by the Flood Control
district with cost sharing by
the Arizona Department of
Water Resources. There were

‘ the-floodwater andstore it
‘only as long- as it takes to

no relocatlons of people or
*fagilities.-No permanent: pool
_of water will be’ retairied ln the
mervolr

Tnstead, the s dam Rind-itie*
‘reservoir are designed to trap

the dam, no recreation
features have been planned.
Skunk Creek channelization
utilized earthfill levees with a
maximum heightof 25 feetand
a channel varying in width
from 241 to 1,700 feet. |-
. The contractor for the
project was Lufkin Construc-
tion Company. b
% The New River Dam as
planned .will be an earthfill
- structure, 2,320 feet in length

and 104 feet high with a
reservoir capacity of 43,520
acre-feet of water covering an
area of 1,780 acres. The
,project is scheduled for .7
" completion in December 1984.

The federal portion of thy
funding for the New River
Dam amounts to $10.3million,
with the Flood Control district
to provide $3.7 million and the
Department of Water Resour-
ces to contribute $1.5 million

release it safely downstream.
Reservoir:cpapcity is thus
restored t _handl; a future

BILL PARKER/PEORIA TIMES
: A number of prominent officials were on hand Tuesday for the
BILL PARKER/PEORIA TMEs ground-breaking ceremony for the $15.5 million New River Dam. Present
The Peorla High School Marching Band added a musical touch to the were, from left, Mike Stublér, congressional district representative; Wes
festivities during Tuesday’s ground-breaking ceremony for the Skunk Steiner, director of the Arizona Department of Water Resources; Jerry
Creek-New River Dam projects. Leading the band is director John McCord. Nelson, manager of heavy equipment for the project; Fred Koory Jr., a
The ceremony, arranged under the auspices of the Maricopa County Flood Maricopa County supervisor/Nancy Wessel, a District ¥ representative; and
Control District, took place at the Skunk Creek Channelization site at Col. Paul Taylor, commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which
Interstate-17, about 12 miles north of Happy Valley Road. designed the project.

§




Two riders stop to chat olong the newly channelized, rock-lined
bottom of Skunk Creek near the Black Canyon Freeway north of

2 flood-control projects dedicated

A dual ceremony, attended by county, state
and federal officials, has marked another step
toward completion of a giant earthwork project,
designed to prevent major floods in north
Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria. -

The double dedication at Skunk Creek and
Interstate 17 recently celebrated a construction
start on the $10.3 million New River Dam nor
of Peoria and completion of a $3.5 million
‘channelization project iated with Adobe

. Dam in Deer Valley. :

- ‘The_two earthworks are part of the New
River-Phoenix City Streams Project, “designed
and funded by the US. Aymy Corps of Engineers
in cooperation with the Maricopa County Flood
Control District. P R

- Attending were Rep. Eldon Rudd, R-Ariz;
Wesley Steiner, director of the Arizona Depart-

ment of Water Resotitces; Fred Koory Jr., county
supervisor from Glendale; Col. Paul Taylor, head
of the corps’ Los Angeles district office; and Dan
Sagramoso, county flood-control chief engineer.

The Skunk Creek project, involving nearly two
miles of earth-fill levees and channel widening, is
designed to contain major floods flowing into
Adobe Dam reservoir northwest of 35th Avenue
and Deer Valley Road.

Finished last year, Adobe Dam is designed to
collect, contain and gradually “meter out” major
floods down Skunk Creek through Deer Valley,
Glendale and Peoria, county flood-control offi-
cialsreported. "

With similar purpose, New River Dam, being

q

- _built,a_mile north of Jomax Road near 75th
is designed to contain floods--
of the size that occur on an-average of once every

" Avenue (extended), is

100 years, flood-control officials said. ;
The 2,320-foot-long earthwork dam acr

g L v gt
Don Milburn, The Phoenix Gazette

Deer Valley. The channel is aesigned to prevent major floods in';
north Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria.

J2/Y-€5 |

New River is expected to beé in operating
condition by December 1984.

Since project planning began in the 1960s,
dams have been completed on Dreamy Draw,
Cave Creek and Skurik Creek. New River Dam |
will be the fourth such structure, to be followed
by last-phase construction of the 17.3-mile-long
Arizona Canal Diversion Channel through north
Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria.

Overall costs, including land acquisition,
facility relocations and associated recreational

p ts, are expected to exceed $612
million by project completion date in 1990, |
-according to corps reports.

“county flood-control officials said.

_ Construction' is being done by M.M. Sundt
Construction Inc. of Tucson.

Because of its remoteness; New River Dam has|
Dot forced relocation”of any homes or people,
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Study ‘may OK
bu:ldmg in Salt
Jua Frla
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: «
Devlelogmelnt reitrlgtrloni on . The StUdy Wlll
: the Salt ‘River 325
:ggl?l gg tsaasaedmis a result of a I' emove the 5
+forthcommg federal study. - ; Stlgm_a Of .belng
‘in the flood plain

The same study also may result
however, in new restrictions on land -

for some property
: OWHGI'S :

development along the Agua Fria
Rlver

... The 1\Army Corpg of Engmeers; :
study, ‘expected 7in” twoto ‘three
months generally will ‘shrink the .
_size of - ‘the Salt’ Rlver flood plain -

through the Valley

“increase the size of the flood plal
¢ “of the Agua Fna

‘If land | s mcluded in a floodf
plam it is more difficult to develop
~and, once developed more costly to i3

msure

"That's bad news for Avondale‘”?*}
i offncrals, who have been fighting for .

a ‘narrow, ' deep: channel | through

their city. A narrow channel would '

4 ment, Buchanan said, ¢
‘At the same tnme 1t generally wrll" o

- more land to be opened to develop fl
‘it s gomg to :
; do that exactly 2 . :

Property owners w1th land in a f

flood ' plam need flood insurance

‘and ' are ;subject "to development

_ restrictions - enforced by county ;

planners R

"The' county Board of Supervrsors
refused last year to grant several
requests for permits to build struc-
tures on property in the flood plam
“in the west Valley. i

allow soreland o be develop ed. Iromcally, while reducing the size

,of the flood. plain, the study will
also increase antncrpated Salt River
flows

1}

“Restnctlons will be stlffened in -
a lot of cases” along the Agua Fria,
said Scott Buchanan, a hydrologist
_:with - the county Flood Control
Dlstrlct ;
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Districts, cities studying means
for water rights, flood control
By Mary A.M. Gindhart -

Republic Staff -

Parties besides Phoenix may be interested in helping
to build a proposed federal dam on the Verde River to
get water rights and flood control, officials say.

Phoenix already has expressed interest in helping to

pay for the $300 million “Cliff Dam” in return for

water rights to supplement its municipal supply.

The officials, members of a committee formed at the
suggestion of Phoenix Mayor Terry Goddard, are
developing a funding plan that would use local money
to help get the dam built.

On Wednesday, the committee listed other groups it

believes may be interested in supporting construction
of the dam. :

Among them are the Rio Salado Development
District, the Flood Control District of Maricopa
County, other Valley cities and, perhaps, the Arizona
Department of Transportation. :

“These are all groups that would héve something to

' gain,” Tim Henley, committee chairman, said. “It may

be worth something to them to put up some money.”

Cliff Dam is part of the Central Arizona Project’s
Plan 6. As currently planned, the dam would provide

about 170,000 acre-feet of reservoir space for CAP _

water. However, this space presumably could become

__available to other parties if the CAP operators agreed.

The officials are acting on the presumption that
whoever pays for construction of the dam will become

- entitled to the water.

- Fp. #3-5

Phoenix isn’t alone in interest in ‘Cliff Dam’

Phoenix would like to use the new water stored
behind the dam to supplement ground water used for
its customers outside the Salt River Project. About
one-third of the city’s population lives outside the
SRP, where Salt and Verde river water is delivered.

Bob Mason of the SRP said the water stored behind
Cliff will cost from $200 to $300 an acre-foot and “they
are going to have to really want it badly.” The $300

~would be about 10 times what SRP currently charges

for delivering an acre-foot of water.

An acre-foot is the amount of water it takes to cover
an acre to a depth of 1 foot.

‘The Rio Salado Development District needs about

‘CIiff’

Con t'inrued from B13

25,000 acre-feet annually to supply
rivers, lakes and developments pro-

sed in and along the Salt River
bed through Mesa, Tempe and
Phoenix.

The state twice has rejected the
district’s request for CAP water.
The district currently has no water
supply.

- “Cliff Dam also would be used,
along with a modified Roosevelt

Dam on the Salt River, to provide
flood control through the Salt River
Valley. For this reason, the commit-
tee members said the county Flood

Control District might use some of

its countywide property taxes to
help build the dam.

The Rio Salado Project, as it now'
is planned, also depends on up-
stream flood control to allow build-
ing in the Salt River’s floodway.
Tim Bray, executive director of the
Rio Salado board of directors and a
committee member, said he will
determine how much it would be
worth to the district to help build
Cliff Dam.

— “Cliff,’ B14
BESSR BRSO S0k .
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~ Development restrlctlons ‘on

some lands along the Salt River =
“could be eased as a result of a -

1forthcommg federal study.

The same study also may result _

however in new restrictions on land
development along the Agua Fria
Rlver

The A
study,

through the Valley

& of the Agua Fna
CIf land s mcluded in a ﬂood

plam it is more difficult to develop "
-and, once developed more costly to '

d msure

“'That's bad news. for Avondale KT
§ offrcrals who have been fighting for
- a narrow, deep- channel through

their city. A narrow channel would
allow more land to be developed

“Restrlctlons will be strffened in -‘

my_ Corps of Englneers:;._.,;_
xpected in two “to three . |
“months,’ generally - will. shrink :the ) ; !
. size of - the Salt Rrver flood plam ¥ : 2 d
by /more land to be opened to develop-,
= © ment, Buchanan said, “it’s. gomg to
At the same time 1t generally wrll i i
“increase the size of the ﬂood plam]j

. “The study will
‘remove the
stigma’ of being
in the flood plain
for some property
owners '

i do that exactly i

Property owners wrth land ina

" lood - plain need flood insurance

‘and " are subject to development
restrictions enforced by county |

planners

"The county Board of Supervisors
efused last year to grant several
requests for permrts to build struc-
tures on property in the ﬂood plain
in the west Valley.

i Ironically, while reducing the size

SR 55? ;5:5' : g é’\' S5 ? Q ‘ :of the flood. plain, ‘the study will
s RCROGE eo BASN-A RN R B R G - a lot of cases” along the Agua Fria, also increase antrcrpated Salt River
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SageEse s e RIS m study is released and county offi- . the same time the anticipated flow
SoE BSE S2AR- 28 58 E= .cials “are able to study 1t in detarl ;
L2 B2 23 | is growing because of changes in the
SO Re ‘ég Pesoes BESiEga he said. - e " river channel one- county flood
© B 2B o i moge ; FEE.
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Condemnation power approved

Supervisors give levee project boost

By Edythe Ysasi
: The Phoenix Gazette
A $1.2 million levee designed to protect the
often-flooded residents of Holly Acres is within a
year of completion, Maricopa County Flood
Control Director Dan Sagramoso says.

The Board of Supervisors gave the district the
clout Monday to condemn land in order to build
the structure, which Sagramoso said will be
constructed along the bank of the Gila River
between 113th and 123rd avenues.

The condemnation power is ordinarily granted
during earlier planning stages of any project, but
Sagramoso said this one was different. Plans for

the levee were started in 1979 after the most_

devastating flood in the area.

At the time, the director said, residents “were
so favorable toward this project, they talked
about donating their land.”

As the years passed, however, some landown-
ers refused even to sell their land to the county
at negotiated prices, so Sagramoso said his office
had to backtrack and obtain condemnation

* power.
Dick Perreault, project engineer for the levee,

said construction should begin on the structure

in April, and completion is set for some time in
the fall.

When finished, the levee will protect the
community from a Gila River flow of up to

115,000 cubic feet per second. In 1980, 180,000

cfs flowed through the area. However, Perreault
said, other planned flood-control projects in the
area are expected to reduce any future flooding
to a maximum of 55,000 cfs.

In another flood-control agreement finalized'
by supervisors Monday, Sagramoso said his
department will allow the Sun City Posse to rent
land around McMicken Dam for a target-

_shooting range.

Rent charged to the posse will be $1 per year,r
and Sagramoso said the group will build its own
shooting facility.

. The flood-control director said the area, near
Greenway Road and Cotton Lane, is isolated and
unusable for other purposes.
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accommodate the kind‘ of water‘
that Signal Butte put upon us,”
said Hal Stober, project manager
for Ball, Ball and Brosamer.

The Signal Butte channel was
blocked temporarily by JWJ Con-
tracting Co. to protect concrete that
was being poured, and the channel
overflowed, according to officials of
the U.S. Soil Conservation Service.

The floodway is a joint project of
the Soil Conservation Service and
the Flood Control District of Mari-

~ copa County.

Homéowners

“] think probably it’s a combina-:

tion of factors,” said Dan Sagra-

~moso, director of the flood district.

' “It just rained very hard, and it was
".complicated, I would think, by the
 construction projects.”

- Desert Vista homeowner Howard
- Shaffer said the subdivision has
- weathered many storms during the

© . two years since he moved in, and
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A water-soaked mattress tops the
pile of ruined appliances, tools and

homes never flooded before. »

Flood victims said they are
frustrated by the response of every-
one involved” in the construction
projects.

“I would think they would have
sent someone out here to look at the
damage,” said Bridget Mendoza,
who lives in the Superstition View
subdivision north of Desert Vista.

Mendoza and her husband and
three children are sleeping on the
floor on mattresses provided by the
Red Cross, which was the only
agency that contacted them after
the flooding.

The Red Cross also provided
food, clothing and housed them in a
hotel until they could move back
into their home, which was flooded
with 10 inches of water.

“I'm very depressed,” Mendoza
said. “When you really need help
the most, they (federal officials and
the contractors) just give you the
run-around. They don’t tell us
anything.” .

Government officials and con-

tractors for CAP and the Signal

stereo equipment outside the home

. of Denise and Earl Shows in the

~Desert Vista subdivision east of
- Mesa.

Inside, a thin line of dirt marks
the spot where muddy water rose
nearly 2 feet up the walls during a
storm the night of July 17, forcing
them to flee with their two children
through a window in the living
room. ;

The Shows are among scores of
flood victims in east Mesa who are

angry at government officials and

Butte project held a closed-door
meeting Wednesday to review vid-
eotapes of the flooding and aerial
photographs.

“We don’t know yet who is liable
for what damages, and in some
cases, there may be no liability for
anybody,” Bob Walsh, a Bureau of
Reclamation spokesman, said after
the meeting.

Independent studies have been

commissioned by the bureau and by |
Ball, Ball and Brosamer’s insurance
agent, Wausau Insurance Cos.,
Walsh said. -

 The insurance company also will
send adjustors door-to-docr to esti-
mate damages, Walsh said.
Meanwhile, the Bureau of Recla-
mation is distributing claim forms,
although officials stressed there has
been no decision about liability.

officials still are trying to

cts are under way in the area,
~ determine who, if anyone, is liable

“People are really losing faith,”

No total damage estimates are
said Bill Goodwin, a Desert Vista

available, but Red Cross officials

(éje

have caused or contributed to the
- an

flooding.

say at least 72 homes were affected

. Two large federal construction
by flooding or storm damage.

contractors whose projects may

for flood damage.

pr:

homeowner. “Nobody wants to take
the blame for anything or even

admit something went wrong.”
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Experts called in to assess fi

‘ By Edythe Ysasi

The Phoenix Gazette

Engineers and hydrologists will be called to the east Valley
to evaluate flood damage and determine if area construction
projects caused that damage.

Stan Smith, deputy engineer for the Maricopa County
Flood Control Department, said an agreement to bring in the
experts was reached at a meeting Wednesday between
govg(rnment and construction officials.

Smith said the exnerts will be assitned to study the flond
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damage before liability can be determined and citizens’ claims

. paid.

Work on a Central Arizona Project Aqueduct in the area is
believed to be a factor in the damage, he added, noting it
could be about a month before results of those studies are
available.

] don’t think a month is unreasonable, but 1 hope they
complete the studies as quickly as possible,” Maricopa
County supervisor Tom Freestone said. He did not attend the
Wednesday session. .

ood damage in east Valley

An aide who attended the Wednesday meeting said an idea
to set up a fund to pay victims’ claims before completion of

the engineering studies was rejected by the group.

Smith said the most heavily damaged areas in east Mesa
and Apache Juction “are very much subject to flooding”
anyway. sty

He said his office has seven seperate flood control projects
planned for that area, including two dams scheduled for 1985
construction and one for 1996 or later. ;
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Denise Shows stands in front of her home, which was flooded when the drainage ditch of a canal overflowed near it. yL :
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East Mesa /?%
to be declared
disaster area

By Mike Padgett
f writer _
Sté:)v. Bruce Babbitt is preparing to declare
East Mesa’s flood-stricken nelghborhqodst a
disaster area and to request federal disaster
i hington.
al(‘l‘Vf;gna]\rvgagsoinggt to be pr_oclaiming parts of
Maricopa County to be a dlsagte,r area to ggee
up some state dollars,”dBabbltt S press aide,
t, said Thursday. :
Ja‘r‘r‘}gg vthitlelsalso be sending a l'etter to thg prefm-
dent encouraging federal dlsast.er relief ;)r
areas in Mesa and eastern M'flrlcy?pa Coun_dy
and in Yuma and Mohave counties, West said.
While Yuma and Mohave coun_tles wlgre
declared disaster areas fiue t(_) flooding ear 1%1’
this month after torrential ram_fallZ Wes_t l’slatlh A
‘““We have not been in commgmc‘a.tlon w1td ?
president concerning the ava’l}lablhty of federa
i r aid for those areas. ; :
dlsBa:ngitt’s letter to Reag'fm was being rea;dlle;d
late Thursday. West said it was expected (;. e
sent to Washington today. More information
also was expected to be relegsed tgday. ol
Babbitt’s plans follow Marlcqpa County’s alxl'-
nouncement Wednesday that 1t_ W}ll be C(?Ot
dinating claims filed by flood v1ct'1ms agamts
one or more government agencies. 'C(,z;lm g
Supervisor Tom Freestone of Mesa S'ald ir_
are “multiple reasons” why the flooding on Ju
ened.
lyfllz hsaa%g construction oﬁ county roads, tlge»
CAP (Central Arizona Project) and the %01;{1 y
Flood Control District all were contp ;ulrgg_
factors, as well as construction by privat ((13 4
dividuals and contracto;'s. Freest.om’e salt a1
the projects interfered with the region’s natura
ﬂOP(‘)ﬁ)gcllag;;:tims are urged to complete clalrr;
orms available at the .fedex"al Byreali) ot
Reclamation trailer on University Drive a Su
a mile east of Power Road. The phone number
i -95717.
3 g?)ﬁgfeted forms will be reviewed. by count()il
Civil Defense employees, who then will forwar
them to the county, state or federal agency
to be liable. ' Sl
suIstp g:::ec(:mnty is liable, the county will pay ({u.t
- - es O — -~
Continued from page Al
of its self-insuranc
contingency  fund
Freestone.,
“If it’s rightfull
to see that they ar

TRIBUM_

€ program and g
» according to

y theirs, we’re going

e justly compensated

for their losses,”” he said. “And in some
cases, like with the Private contrac- B.
tors, insurance will pay for losses,”’

Jim Murray at State Risk Manage-
ment said if the state is liable, its self-
insurance plan will reimburse damage
costs to vietims, But West at the gover-
nor’s office disagreed and said victims
flooded due to state projects would
have to sue the state to collect,

“For private individuals, state
dollars cannot be used,” West said.
““State dollars are only available for

public facilities — roads,
schools, that king of stuff,
have the availability of state dollars to
take care of individual situations,”’
Murray at the state’s Risk Manage-

he

cies

ment office said that i
1Y ‘Al 3

preparing an
ming their damage’

“They sure don’t have to take ys to
court.”

One East Mesa flood vietim, Harold

ing to wait while vari

out who is responsible for the damage
to his home. Unti] the

determine who is at fa

damages,
“If it is the state that is liable for our
damage, the stat.
and it’s got to h,
Hibner said.
for a letter to go to the
for'the president to decide whether to
give us federal money?”’
Stan Smith, chief d
couaty Flood Control, said the agen-

i

Pho}o by ohn Walker
i i i ile home at

Harold Hibner bails rainwater out of his Jacuzzi behind his flood damaged mobile
1704 S. 78th Street in East Mesa.

sn’t the case.

is a question of them
inventory and ys confir-
" Murray said.

€ are legitimate hefore they are paid.

it is, “THere just isn’t any mechanism in
any of the agencies to open up 2
pocketbook and start paying off peo-

“We’re going to get a

Hibner, said he is frustrated by hav-

Ous agencies sort

any way related to
tivity out there, We have to pe ex-
tremely cautioys in determining

liability before we start paying off
people.”

Hibner said he ang his two neighbors
live in custom mobile homes that he

said suffered damage estimated at a
total of $50,000.

“We were in a mote] for a week after
the flooding,” Hibner said. “We had 18
to 24 inches of water in our homes. We
lost our carpeting, furniture, personal
effects. The damage to the landscap-
ing at our thres homes — the lowest
estimate came/in at $12,000.”

various agencies
ult, Hibner said
collect for hig

won’t be able to

e has itg insurance
ave the money to pay,”
“Why do we have to wait

president and

eputy engineer at

want to make sure damage claims




deral disaster status

 S————S— 'iféﬁiﬁxéé were forced from their “jumped the gun and didn’t give
Others seek aid, B2 h}(:mezis by flo%ding z:ifter a s}(‘evere ‘the county time to work things out”

S tEme G T5E thunderstorm dumped as much as 4  before discussin the issue with
Supervisor George Campbell, inches of rain east of Mesa on media. i

himself acting chairman Friday . July o <3
“while Koory and Freestone were out L o ‘ingi{:x;er"l‘hﬁrsxa? t%}‘\:h!& WILO
e re-

County won't seek fe

By Pat Sallen

-'R‘epublicStaffi : Lo
* Maricopa County will not as  to
be declared a disaster area, primar-
ily because flooding experienced

.last.w%?k,.\qas, c.gnlf"it«}lsd:.to,;ﬁ small of town, also said he declined to  Goverr t officials h
area, officials said Friday. .= . tAkeany Aetion. overnment officials have 65t was being prepared and that
Neither Supervisors Chairman Y : - blamed the flooding mainly on the a1t needed was Freestone’s signa-

4 orv_nor -Supervisor Tom State and county officials indi- heavy rainfall but have -acknowl- ;
%ﬁiﬂsﬁﬁricﬁﬁ'g T during  Cated Thursdey the county was edged that two federal construction turfw i ith
Koory's absence last week, wanted expected to ask for such a declara- projects, county-road-construction - g i we;g Pa ?I)’ntqct HE
the declaration, County Manager tion Friday, when it would have and blocked drainage epseImenits ukm, safl hat ,arlr_)lpg_tqn, -
e e R O e o1 S0 Bl
; bk R ; - from Mohaye anc 1 S il A A 2
- Noting that “it was only one area  sent, to vaagaza in ‘2’3%??3‘3“53 Kb agency yet has accepted certain that it (the disaster declara-
of ‘;:hl(:, .(:;)utgge d at;f;‘acted;” 1;M'a\‘li"ley pbtaiﬁ*fe’ﬂ‘efﬁ] disaster funds. liability for any damage. tion) was;goxgg»—io?be approved.”
said he dou e count g - L e ecbetds BBLEE O3S "o . Meanwhile, Bluhm said a com-
{ smﬁﬁgﬁ%;?%;gm% un;;)ﬁlph-m, director of the mittee of cegh ;g',l_ood-cgntrol and
the county 'LWoﬁld’ qualify bethse :.county!sC}vxl Defense and Emer- highway ‘en neers next week will
there was so little damage to public gency Services Department, blamed  begin sifting through financial-aid
facilities, such as roads and bridges. the release of erroneous informa- applications from flood victims- to
AT R ' *  tion concerning the disaster decla- determine which agencies they

. : ‘because of the number” of private
 Robert Mauney contractors and goyer_nmental agen-
A number of private contractors = cies who may be hg’ble ‘f,qr some of

-and public agencies may be liable. theﬂoodmg gl A 0 Many “residents  in a 6-square- ration on state officials, saying they ishould be forwarded to.
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Disaster-area status expected

By Carol Sowers and Pat Sallen
Republic Staff -~ Heds

Maricopa _
particularly hard-hit by flooding, is expected

to be declared a disaster area by Gov. Bruce:

Babbitt today.

The declaration is expected to-be:added to
gimilar statements for Mohave “and | Yunia
counties an
in an effort to free federal disaster funds, said
Pat Harrington, spokesman for the state
Division of Emergency Services. .

_ Without federal disaster fun

County, ‘its eastern, portions.

d sent to President Reagan today

for flooded Maricopa County

- have reported no damage to public facilities.

All of the damage has been to homes and:
_businesses. i . iy
~ “The only reason we are going to this.
_extreme is so that-if Reagan releases the
fupéis, Maricopa County will be included,” he
"2 If " the president releases the - money,
‘businesses can seek federal Small Business
Administration loans to help with repairs,
homeowners can apply for

- $5,000 grants, said-Roy Bluhm, director of
- Maricopa County’s ‘Civil Defense apd_—v'Egherg

gency Services Department. - -

t offer help to those whose businesses or ~ & \,

s were wiped out, Harrington said. State -
‘ funds can be used only ~-;to‘r§p;iir;:rdads;"

bridges and other public facilities, he said.

Harrington said Maricopa County officials -

i Tn Maricopa County, about 100 families inf
-~ central Phoenix and a 6-mile-square area of
. east Mesa were forced from their homes after

i — Disaster, B4

Disaster
Continued from Bl

thunderstorms dumped up to 4
inches of rain July 17.

Maricopa County Supervisor
Tom Freestone on Wednesday esti-
mated damage to homes, businesses
and other property to be at least
$250,000.

On Monday, Babbitt declared
Mohave and Yuma counties disas-
ter areas and released $100,000 in
state funds for about $250,000
worth of damage to roads and other |
public facilities in Yuma County .

-alone. No estimates were available -

for Mohave County.

‘Storms between July 12 and last
Sunday did about $700,000 damage
to homes and businesses in Yuma
County. [

Both Yuma and Mohave counties
will be included in the request to
Reagan for federal funds to help
repair damage to businesses and
homes.

ng‘bitt’s disaster declaration for
Maricopa County was stalled late
Thursday because Bluhm said he
could not locate Freestone. Free-.
stone’s signature is needed on the
gopnty’s disaster declaration before,
it is sent to Babbitt.

Freestone is acting Board of
Supervisors chairman while Fred

‘Koory is out of town.

.Jiin West, Babbitt’s press aide,
said Thursday he expects the paper

“work to be complete today.
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East Valley being declared ‘disaster’

By Mike McCloy

and Dennis Wagner
The Phoenix Gazette

Maricopa County officials were preparing a
disaster declaration today in hopes of getting
federal money to repair 100 homes damaged
by heavy rain July 17.

Gov. Bruce Babbitt will be asked to sign
the declaration and forward it to President
Reagan, along with disaster declarations

signed Monday for Yuma and Mohave

counties.

Heavy rains July 13 caused an estimated
$1 million damage to public works and homes
in Yuma County, and an undetermined
.amount of damage in Mohave County.

The Phoenix Gazette
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The Federal Emergency Management
Agency approves disaster loans and grants
once state and local agencies have extended
all the aid they can, Pat Harrington, assistant
director of the State Division of Emergency
Services, said.

In Yuma and Mohave counties, public
resources have been strained by Colorado
River flooding since June 1983.

Harrington acknowledged Maricopa
County’s resources were not depleted since
damage to streets and other public works was
limited, even though the July 17 storm
dumped 4 inches of rain on Mesa and parts of
Phoenix.

Asked if the damage, limited to homes and
businesses in Maricopa County, could be

considered a true disaster, Harrington said:
“This is one of the difficult ones. We're
talking severe impact to some individuals.

“There is nothing between the Red Cross
and the federal government to help people in
this state. If we’re talking about major
structural repair, there is nothing.”

Most of the monsoon damage occurred
during the past two weeks in a section of east
Mesa from Broadway Road to Southern
Avenue, between Signal Butte and Sossaman
roads.

During the most severe storm, a Central
Arizona Project construction ditch at Broad-
way and Crismon roads broke through,
releasing a river of water and mud through
several residential tracts.

Rural Metro Fire Department officials
estimated more than 100 homes were dam-
aged, and numerous families were evacuated.
No financial figure was placed on the
damage, but dozens of homes were inundated
with mud. Yards were destroyed, foundations
were undermined, roads were torn up and
fences were ripped out.

Severe winds have accompanied several of
the thunderstorms, knocking over mobile
homes and ripping out aluminum siding and
patios. One gust blew the roof off a retail tire
store on Power Road, causing an estimated
$250,000 damage.

Red Cross officials said they assisted eight
east Mesa families after last week’s storms.
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Studies may delay
flooding payments

By Mike Padgett
Staff writer
Payment of damage claims to East Mesa residents whose

homes were flooded July 17 may be delayed for weeks

because several independent studies are under way to deter-
mine liability.

One of the studies is being compiled by a hydrologist in the
Maricopa County Flood Control District. At the same time,
similar studies were started by other government agencies
to see if their construction work in eastern Maricopa County
contributed to the flooding, said Stan Smith, deputy chief
engineer at county Flood Control.

“Our people are looking at the hydrology and what took
place out there and what would have taken place if none of
the construction had been there,” Smith said. “We’re also
looking at what might have taken place if all the projects
were completed.

“Our survey isn’t done yet, and it will probably be another
10 days to two weeks before that’s done,” Smith said.

County Supervisor Tom Freestone said that if the county’s
flood-control construction work contributed to the flood
damage, its self-insurance plan will reimburse victims.

An estimated 100 homes in an area six miles square were
damaged by the storm, which dumped from 2 inches to 4 in-
ches of rain July 17. Subsequent thunderstorms dumped
lesser amounts. \

Once the county study is completed, Smith said he will
have to wait until the other surveys are finished so they can
be compared.

“If they all agree, we’ll be in great shape,” Smith said. “If

- not, we’ll have to get all the parties together again and sit

down and try to come to some common agreement.”

And unless all studies use the same weather information,
“it’s highly unlikely that you’ll get four or five independent
studies to all come to the same conclusion,” Smith said.

“Our guys are trying to make sure all the studies that are
being conducted are starting out with a common storm, that
they all agree on the rainfall that took place. At least with
that common start, they have a possibility of coming up with
the same conclusions.”

Smith said the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation has hired In-
ternational Engineering Co. Inc. to determine if its construc-
tion worsened the flooding.

Wausau Insurance Co., the insurer for Ball, Ball and
Brossmer, the contractor building the Central Arizona Pro-
ject, also has hired an independent engineer; the Soil Con-
servation Service brought in its hydrologists from Oregon
and Washington D.C.; and the conservation service’s con-
tractor, JWJ Contracting Co., hired a private consultant, .

All the agencies and both cbntractors have agreed to be
represented at an informational meeting for flood victims
Friday at Jonas Salk Elementary School, 7029 E. Brown
Road.

The meeting was arranged by Rep. John McCain, R-Ariz.

Smith said, ‘‘Although there’s been a lot of press coverage
(of the flooding), apparently it’s not getting to the people im-
mediately concerned. That’s the biggest problem.”
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Drainage law revisions

too slow to

By Mike Padgett
Staff writer

For the past year, Maricopa County officials
have been revising flood-control rules that may
have lessened July’s East Mesa flooding had
they been in force. ]

Those proposed regulations govern residen-
tial development in desert washes and require
the washes to be kept clear of all natural and
man-made debris, said Dan Sagramoso, direc-
tor of the county Flood Control District.

A contract for the master plan has been
negotiated and the county Board of Supervisors
is scheduled to discuss it Monday.

“This is the first time that we’ve attempted to

do a master drainage study in that area,”’
Sagramoso said Wednesday. “A lot of limited
studies have been done out there. Some by
Mesa, some by the Soil Conservation Service

Heavy rains on July 17-18 pro-
duced runoff that sent up to 4
feet of water into several East
Mesa areas. Damage was
estimated at $600,000.

and some by small developers.

““This is fine, but as you get more and more
urbanized, it gets more and more com-
plicated,” Sagramoso said. “The drainage pro-
blems have not been addressed in an overall
way at all.”

Heavy rains on July 17-18 produced runoff
that sent up to 4 tcet of water into several East
Mesa areas. Damage was estimated at
$600,000.

Although the flood has been partially blamed
on runoff diverted into subdivisions by con-
struction projects, Sagramoso said’ other fac-
tors being examined include: :
® Failure of developers to follow their
blueprints.
® Culverts blocked with trash from illegal
dumps.
® Desert washes dammed by block walls or
filled in by subdivisions.

stop floods

e Changes in county zoning laws.

Sagramoso said, “All of those things are
potential causes of flooding in the area. To
some extent, all of them were in play. But it’s
difficult at this point to say that a particular
homeowner. was flooded by one or more of those
factors. That investigation is under way right
now.”

New county zoning rules are one factor that
has triggered heated exchanges between East
Mesa homeowners in new subdivisions and
longtime residents, Sagramoso said.

Before the mid-1970s, county zoning rules
didn’t exist. Eager to get the most for their in-
vestment dollar, contractors hauled earth to
their developments and filled in desert washes.
The filled washes were then used for home
sites.

Today, homes built on that land may be flood-
ed. That’s because storm runoff may be
rushing at them from newer upstream
developments where builders, obeying new
county regulations, gave desert washes clear
channels through their property. They also are
required to build retention basins in the sub-
divisions to prevent street runoff from flooding
adjoining areas.

“Ten years ago, residential developers went
out and bladed the ground and diverted the
washes wherever they wanted,” said David
Johnson, the county’s chief hydrologist. ‘“Now
you can’t get away with that.”

But with the new laws come new problems,
Sagramoso added. When new developers pro-
vide for the drainage, established homeowners
downstream ‘‘perceive that the water is being
diverted onto them,” Sagramoso said.

Another factor that may have contributed to
flooding over the years — and throughout the

-county — is the lack of follow-up investigations

by.the county to be sure developers followed the
tlueprints they filed with the county,
Sagramoso said.

“What was planned, and what was reviewed
by builders and developers in their plans, may
not in fact have been put into the ground,”
Sagramoso said. “We have just one guy to in-
spect all the developers and to make sure that
what was supposed to happen, did happen.”




Signal
From staff reports

Maricopa County’s $4 million Signal Butte
Floodway in East Mesa is scheduled for dedica-
tion Thursday.

Guest speakers for the public ceremony at9
a.m. include Arizona Congressman John Mc-
Cain; County Supervisor Tom Freestone of
Mesa; Mesa Mayor Al Brooks; and Verne
Bathurst of the U.S. Soil Conservation Service.

The ceremonies will occur near the intersec-
tion of Ellsworth and Brown roads. Signs will

be posted to direct guests. .
The floodway is the second of seven major

Mesa —JR( Bunt

Butte Floodway dedication set

AdGosy it - 197Y

flood-control projects planned for the East
Mesa area by the Soil Conservation Service
under the sponsorship of county Flood Control
District.

The county’s first flood-control project com-
pleted in East Mesa was the Spook Hill Dam
and its outlet to the river in 1979. Other projects
under construction are the Signal Butte Dam
and Pass Mountain Dam. Both are set for com-
pletion in late 1985.

The projects are designed to divert storm
runoff from the Usery and Goldfield mountains
watershed into a retention basin behind Spook

Hill Dam. From there, the water will flow into
the Salt River.

Although the floodway will not be complete
when it is dedicated, it is functional enough to
help reduce the potential for more flooding like
that of July 17-18, said Stan Smith, deputy chief
county engineer.

Claims of about $1 million have been filed by
129 flood victims, County Supervisor Tom
Freestone of Mesa said Friday.

Federal studies of the Buckhorn-Mesa Water-
shed in 1976 show that nearly 60 percent of the
watershed is prone to flooding, Smith said.

)’Uﬂaﬂg\ 3)’*5\1 }\
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Flood victims may get county funds

'Mdriéopa County Supervisors will meet in
special session Wednesday to decide whether to-
allocate $250,000 in tax funds to help flood

victims in the east Valley.

Supervisor Tom Freestone said today he
proposed the idea because more than 200 victims
of last month’s flooding live on fixed incomes
and are unable to afford repairs. They face long
delays:in obtaining insurance relief without the
sroposed fund, he added. W

d
of a proposal in which federal agencies and
private contractors would contribute pre-
portionate amounts totaling $1.2 million.

ST i Ry i .
The supervis@t-.‘.;%aid neither the federal

e $250,000 allocation is part

government nor priirate contractors have agreed

formally to contribute money to the fund,
although ‘it has been discussed among the
‘groups. . : -

“We v,be.lieve Marfcopa County should take the
lead,” Freestone said, adding he believes once

the county makes its commitment, others will
follow. : 2 il ol
The money would'come from flood ‘control
funds, and Freestone said he believes the bdun‘&y :
“could get the money back if it were determined

construction comp f\_i&x‘s"‘gor federal projects were
liable for flood damages.

Earlier, Freestone said he believed some of the
damage may have been caused because of
earth-moving done in connection with the
Central Arizona Project.

Supervisor. Chairman Fred Koory Jr. said he
will vote for Freestone’s fund-pool proposal and
noted it “could be a good device to put in place

. for future flooding problems.”

Supervisor George Campbell said he is not
sure whether he will vote for the proposal,
adding he is concerned about the legalities of

 using county funds for such a purpose. ;
- County Manager Robert Mauney said the

Board of Supervisors, acting as the Board of
Directors for the Flood Control District, can
legally approve use of tax funds for such a
purpose.

Supervisors Hawley Atkinson and Ed Pastor
could not be reached for comment.

oy m QA‘Z,. %N‘«W —Edythe Ysas!
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Supervisors
take no action
on flood funds

After meeting behind closed
doors for an hour, the Maricopa
County Board of Supervisors re-
fused to take action today on claims
for nearly $1 million worth of flood
damage on the east side of Mesa.

“I'm very disappointed with the
delay,” said Supervisor Tom Free-
stone, who represents the 156
people who have claimed $880,000
worth of damage to their homes in
flooding caused by heavy rains
three weeks ago.

Freestone blamed “legal consid-

erations” for the decision by his
four fellow su sors to delay
action until the ggar ’s next regular
meeting Sept. 4, but he would not
elaborate.

County Civil Defense Dxrector
Roy Bluhm said he would continue
to receive claims from flood victims
and relay them to a commxttee for
validation.

Freestone asked the superviﬁors
to approve spending $250,000 in
county tax funds to repair damaged

homes and yards in the flooded

areas bounded on the west by Mesa

city limits, Brown Road to the

north, Baseline Road to the south,
and the Maricopa County line to
the east. Under Freestone’s j)ro-
posal, the county money woul

paid into a fund and joined by the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management
and Soil Conservation District,
JWJ Construction Co. and BBB
Construction Co. Lo

Neither the federal agencies nor
the construction companies have
agreed to contribute any money to
the fund.

Members of the fund would share
responsibility for the costs to repair
flooded areas, Freestone said, ad-

ding, “The most responsnble wnll ‘

pay the most money.’




The Arizona Republic
Aug. 15, 1984

$200,000 sought to aid flood victims

Maricopa County Supervisor
i Tom Freestone said Tuesday he
& will ask the other supervisors to
> approve a $200,000 allocation from'
G tax funds to help flood victims in
‘eastern Maricopa County.
" Freestone said the money would
& go into a claimants’ pool with other
A funds, provided by the federal
Bureau of Land Management, the
federal Soil Conservation District,

JWJ Construction Co. and the BBB

Construction Co.

He said that after claims are
paid; the various agencies will

decide which agency was most’

responsible for the flooding.

“The ones the most responsible
will pay the most money,” he said.

Freestone said if a claimants pool

is not established, victims may have

to wait years before it is decided
who was responsible for inadver-
tently creating a dam that brought
waters into homes and businesses

“during heavy rains two weeks ago.

The supervisors, acting as the
Maricopa County Flood Control
District, will review Freestone's
proposal today at 9:30 a.m., on the
sixth floor of the County Building.




Supervisors postj

-Fred Koory Jr.
More time is needed for study.

By PAT SALLEN
Arizona Republic Staff S
A decision on a proposal to set up

what has been called a precedent-

setting fund for flood victims in
eastern Maricopa County has been
delayed until September by the
Maricopa County Board of Supervi-
SOTS. i o

Supervisors Chairman Fred
Koory Jr. said the postponement
until the board’s next meeting,
Sept. 4, will give members time to
study the complexities of such a
fund, which would amount to about
$250,000.

Supervisor Tom Freestone, a
Mesa Republican, had proposed
paying victims® damages from the
fund before resolving liability for
the flooding. Each victim’s damages

tor. ‘

' 'The supervisors, sitting as the
board of directors of the Maricopa
County Flood Control District, con-
sidered the matter in an hourlong

‘executive session. They opened the

meeting to-the public for a few
minutes to allow Koory to an-
nounce that the matter had been
postponed.

None of the supervisors com-
mented during the brief meeting.

Larry Richmond, legal counsel

for the Flood Control District,
declined to discuss the matter after
the meeting, citing lawyer-client
confidentiality because the board is
his client.

Freestone said after the meeting
that he was depressed by the
board’s inaction.
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Flood

would be determined by taii"’atbitra{

When asked about the discussion

*  that took place during the executive

session, Freestone said the other
board members “particularly cau-
tioned” him about saying anything.

Executive sessions allow local

‘elected  officials to meet behind

closed doors to discuss legal and
personnel matters. Officials are

prohibited by law from divulging

executive-session discussion.

Another supervisor, George
Campbell, a Scottsdale Republican,
supported the delay.

- “I think it's wise of the board,
because it’s such a tremendous
precedent,” he said. “A quick
decision is not the thing to do.”

A grim Freestone said early

Wednesday that he was not sure.

how he would tell flood victims that
— Flood, B9

one fund for flood victims

Tom Freestone

Delay '‘deepens the problem.”

More than 150 claims totalling
more than $3900,000 had been

: submitted to the county Civil

Continued from Bl Defense and Emergency %er\nces
Department as of Tuesday.

the matter had been postponed. . Freestone had proposed that the

“To ask for two wegks lon;er Just  two government agencies building

deepens the problem,” he said. the projects in the area, the U.S.

As much as 4 inches of rain fell
on a 6-square-mile area east of

Mesaon'lynandls.cwem. contractors and three insurance
ment officials have blamed subse- companies contribute to the fund.

quent flooding mainly on the heavy He said Wednesday that he had
rainfall but have acknowledged that not secured commitments from all

two federal construction projects

and blocked drainage easements indicated “very hopeful interest” in
contributed. participating.

Soil Conservation Service and the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, their

of the entities but that they




Control chann

Part of a flood-control project
that contributed to flooding last
month east of Mesa will be dedi-
cated in ceremonies today.

The Signal Butte Floodway is the
second of seven phases of flood-con-
trol structures that will make up
the Buckhorn-Mesa Watershed.

The ceremony is scheduled to

begin at 9 am. near Brown and
Ellsworth roads northeast of the
Central Arizona Project canal.

Construction of the floodway
contributed to flooding over a
6-square-mile area July 17 and 18
that forced many residents from
their homes. X

The upper half of the floodway

was cut off from the lower half by
unexcavated earth to protect con-
struction, causing the water to back

up and overflow the channel’s-

banks. The channel was opened

July 18.

The channel will collect water
and direct it to the Salt River.

" KEF S-e-g

el that fueled flood to be dedicated today

Scheduled to speak at the dedi-
cation are county Supervisor Tom

“ Freestone, a Mesa Republican; Rep.

John McCain, R-Ariz; Mayor Al
Brooks of Mesa; and Verne Bath-
urst of the U.S. Soil Conservation
Service, which constructed the
floodway.

The Arizona Republic

Aug. 16, 1984




Qnd of 7 pr0|ects completed

Flood protection predicted for east VaIIey
g e

Signal Butte Floodway

McKeliips Rd

Brown Rd.

University Dr.

Rd.

A

Ellsworth Rd.
Crismon

B Karen Femuu
Gazette Southeast Bureau

MESA — Government officials
say the newly completed $2.4 mil-
lion flood control project east of the

city limits will protect homes and

property from floodwaters.

About 40 state, county and

federal officials gathered Thursday
for the opening ceremony for the
Signal Butte Floodway, the second
of seven flood control projects to be
‘built by the U.S. Soil Conservation
Service in east Maricopa County.

Mesa Mayor Al Brooks said: “We
all witnessed the terrible havoc of
flooding last month. It is an
awesome problem, and this flood-
way is a vital part of the solution to
the problem.”

Floodwaters caused approxi-
mately $1.2 million in damages to
300 properties in east Mesa last
- month.

U.S. Rep. John McCain, R-Ariz.,

said during the ceremony: “This is a.
great moment for all of us. The-

just had@hows the reason this
project is needed.

“It shows we can control Mother
Nature’s 100-year calamities that
seem to be happening every year,”
McCain said.

The project is desxgnéd to protect
the area against 100-year ﬂood
levels.

The Signal Butte Floodway will
transport waters from Spook Hill

.. Dam to the Salt River. It also will

intercept washes and protect the
area: downstream from damage
caused by inundation or muddy
sediment, Verne Bathurst, a state
conservationalist for, the U.S. Soil

Conservation Service, said. '

The channel is nearly three mlles'
long. It runs south of Brown Road,
between Crismon Road and the
Bush Highway.

Bathhurst said: “This project
provides positive flood control pro-
tection and will allow for orderly
development. Signal Butte is just a .

‘dramatic and tragic floods we have —- part of a larger scene.”

The Phoenix Gazette
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Supervisors reject flood-aid fund

East Mesa residents
disturbed over failure

to get answers, relief-

By PAT SALLEN
Arizona Republic Staff }

After hearing several east Mesa
flood victims express frustration at
not getting any answers or relief,
the Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors voted 3-2 on Wednes-
day against setting up a pool of
funds to aid them. i :

Supervisor Tom Freestone of .

‘Mesa, who suggested establishment
of the fund, said after the meeting
that he would try to persuade one
of the three opposing board mem-
bers to change his mind. 3

Freestone proposed that the su-
pervisors appropriate $200,000 out
of the budget of the Flood Control
District of Maricopa County to
begin the fund. The fund would pay
claims for damage with the liability
of those involved decided later.

Flooding occurred July 17 and 18

Flood

Continued from Bl

supporting creation of the fund, but,
Supervisors George Campbell,
Hawley Atkinson and Ed Pastor
voted against it.

“The whole intent of the fund

would be to admit that Maricopa

County was liable along with the
(US.) Soil Conservation Service

and the contractors,” Pastor said in
explaining his vote after the meet-

ing. “Our role in the whole thing

was very minimal. All we do is own
the land.” '

- The two federal projects involved-

are the Central Arizona Project,
being built by the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation, and the Signal Butte
Floodway, which since has been
completed by the Soil Conservation
Service.

- Freestone said the county legal
staff had planned to meet with the
construction contractors and their
insurance carriers today to discuss
the fund. He said he did not know
how the supervisors’ decision would
affect that meeting.

" About 40 east Mesa residents
attended the supervisors’ meeting,
with many complaining that they
are not getting any help and their

‘homes are still damaged.

when as much as 4 inches of rain
fell on a 6-square-mile area east of
‘Mesa. Government officials have
blamed the flooding mainly on the
heavy rainfall but believe that two

~ federal construction projects and

‘blocked drainage facilities con-
tributed. )
Damage-claim forms totaling
about $1 million have been submit-
ted to the county. %
Supervisors - Chairman Fred
Koory Jr. joined Freestone  in
; — Flood, B8.

During the discussion, the super-
visors took some heat because of a‘
decision they had made just min-

.utes before,

The board gave tentative ap-
proval to appropriating $80,000
toward the operation of a shelter for
the homeless in downtown Phoenix
and agreeing to condemn a parcel of
land that will be included in the
shelter complex.

“It’s interesting that Maricopa
County can think about funding the .
Phoenix homeless,” said Mary
Christensen of 320 N. 100th Way,
the first flood victim to address the
supervisors. “Personally, I'm a little

“irritated.”

Phoenix Mayor Terry Goddard

personally requested the $80,000,

emphasizing that he hopes private
business will pick up the shelter’s
funding and reduce the cost to the
county and city. = -

Koory said he was concerned an
appropriation to Phoenix for the,
shelter would prompt other com-;
munities to ask for money. :

Goddard disagreed, saying he
believes Phoenix is handling the
transient problem for all of Mari-
copa County.

The funding and the condemna-
tion will be considered by the
supervisors for final action at their
next formal meeting Sept. 17.
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U.S. refuses to release data on Mesa flood

200 victims of deluge,
McCain staff ‘in dark’
on cause of damage

‘By BARBARA ROSE

Southeast Valley Bureau

MESA — U.S. Department of
Interior officials in Arizona have
refused to release reports that may
explain the cause of flooding last
summer in east Mesa, an aide to
US. Rep. John McCain, R-Ariz.,
said Tuesday.

More than 200 victims of the
July 17 flooding, which caused an
estimated $1 million in damage,
have been waiting for government
officials to decide who, if anyone,
will be held liable for the damage.

Michael Jimenez, a staff assist-
ant to McCain, said the congress-
man has asked Interior Department
officials in Washington to release
reports on the flooding.

“The reports are in, and we have -
been told we will not be given
access,” Jimenez said. “We are not

too enthused about being kept in

the dark.

“Their contention is that the
final report is going to be kept
confidential.”

Heavy rain was blamed at the
time for the flooding, but federal
and local officials acknowledged
that two federal construction proj-
ects and blocked drainage ditches
may have contributed.

A total of 203 claims for

$1,091,000 in damages were filed

with either the U.S. Bureau of

Reclamation or the Maricopa
County Civil Defense Department.
Both agencies accepted claims
through September, but officials
stressed that was no admission of
liability for the flooding.

Studies were ordered later in-

July by the Bureau of Reclamation,
the U.S. Soil Conservation Service
and the Maricopa County Flood
Control District.

Bob Walsh, a Bureau of Recla-

mation spokeman in Arizona, said,
“We’re not going to be doing
anything until we can get some

-direction from the solicitor (the

Interior Department’s attorney).”

Dan Sagramoso, Flood Control

District director, said the district’s:
preliminary report is being re-
viewed by attorneys.

Walsh said a report from the
bureau’s contractor, Ball, Ball and
Brosamer Inc., was forwarded last
week to Interior Department attor-
neys. Some flood victims blamed
Ball, Ball and Brosamer, which is
building part of the Central Arizona
Project canal, for flooding in the
Desert Vista subdivision.

Victim Ron Peterson said his
home at 9439 E. Cisco in Desert
Vista “looks like a pigpen” because
he can't afford repairs until his
claim is settled.

_“Our family life has gone to heck
because we hate being there,” said
Peterson, who has two children and

whose wife, Deborah, is pregnant.
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canal with work it was doing on the nearby

Signal Butte Floodway, according to the
report.

Neither contractor was named in the
report, which refers only to““contractors.”

By Doug Snover
Gazette Southeast Bureau

MESA — Two contractors building sepa-" '

rate projects in east Mesa may be partly to -
blame for July floods that damaged about
250 properties near the Central  Arizona
Project canal, a federal study has concluded.

Contractor Ball, Ball and Brosamer, which
was building a portion of the CAP canal for
the bureau, is at least partly responsible for
flooding south eof the canal, the study’
suggests. But the study apparently finds no
fault with Ball, Ball and Brosamer for
flooding north of the canal. -

Another company, JWJ Contracting Inc.,
nay have aggravated flooding north of the

The report was prepared by. International
Engineering Co. and released Thursday by
the bureau and U.S. Rep. John McCain,
R-Ariz.

Both companies, acknowledged today they

were the “contractors” mentioned in the

report, and both refused to accept blame for
the flooding. ;

But a spokesman for Ball, Ball and
Brosamer’s insurer said the federal study “is

The Phoenix Gazette
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uggests contractor

not a legally binding trial against them” and
does not indicate legal liability.

“Our position is there has been no finding
of legal liability against Ball, Ball and
Brosamer,” Jordan Ross, senior claim super-
visor for Wausau Insurance, said.

Ball, Ball and Brosamer has hired attor-
neys and is conducting its own legal and
engineering study that should be finished by
the end of November, Ross said.

Meanwhile, E.J. Johnson, president of
JWJ Contracting, said he is confident his
company is not at fault for work it did on the

‘Signal Butte Floodway.

“I .certainly know that we didn’t (violate

@ n3s & W=
W &5E ]
3

s at fault

Soil Conservation Service specifications),” he
said this morning.

“We’re not designers, we’re constructors.
We do what we are told,” he said. |

“If somebody wants to implicate. us as
being part of this problem they had there, I
go on record that I'm not going te take it
sitting still,” he added. §

The $120,000 study was ordered by bureau
of reclamation officials after angry property
owners blamed the construction projects for
the flooding.

When heavy rains inundated the area,
storm waters backed up along the north bank

See @ Floods, B-3
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By BARBARA ROSE
- and PAT SALLEN

l - Arizona Republic Staff

. "MESA — Scores of east Mesa
flood victims may be ineligible to
collect damages from a contractor
. because the firm’s work on the
| Central Arizona Project canal was
 responsible for only some of the
. flooding, a federal study released
Thursday indicates.

The issue of liability for the
ﬂoodmg remains unclear because of

‘ , disagreements between the federal

| study and a Maricopa County study

i+ and because other reports are

\ pending.

i " The federal study, released to
L US. Rep. John McCain, R-Ariz., by
tfle federal Bureau of Reclamatnon,

'"llsts seven areas where construction
" of the Central Arizona Project canal

. through the Valley may have con-

. tributed to flooding during a severe

storm July 17.
 The study appears to fault the

bureaus contractor — Ball, Ball

and Brosamer — for ﬂoodmg in

Only two areas.

' A report by the Maricopa County
¢ Flood Control District, also released
! Thursday, lays the blame for most
* of the flooding on construction of

the CAP canal.
- The county and federal reports,

T T T T T e

Eontractor for CAP
may escape liability
| ln east Mesa flooding

The federal report appears to
fault the floodway contractor.

The county report concludes that
floodway work, which now is com-
plete, did not contnbute to flooding
from the storm.

Since the July storm, the flood-
way has been completed. It was
being built by the U.S. Soil Conser-
vation Service and the Flood Con-
trol District.

Although the federal study does
not discuss liability, federal officials
said Thursday that they consider
the CAP contractor to be liable for
some of the flooding.

Dan Sagramoso, head of the
county flood-control district, said at
a news conference that although
some areas of east Mesa were
damaged by the two federal proj-
ects, others actually were protected.

The federal study appears to
agree in part.

he $120,000 federal study by

International Engineering Com-
pany Inc. was ordered by the
bureau in July to help determine
who, if anyone, would be held llable
for flood damage.

A total of 248 claims for more

than $1 million in damage have
been filed, and more claims are

hbwever, appear to disagree on__ expected.

- whether construction of the Signal

utte Floodway, which runs into

. the CAP canal, was responsible for”
.some of the ﬂoodmg

McCain said Thursday that the

bureau’s attorneys are expected to
decide soon, from' the study, which
claims will be considered valid.




Floodway shielded some in E. Mesa in July storm, hurt others

By BARBARA ROSE
Southeast Valley Bureau

MESA — Government officials

appeared to be no closer Monday to

settling damage claims for wide-
spread flooding in east Mesa de-

-spite the release of a third study to

 determine the cause of the flooding.
The study by the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service concludes
‘that the Signal Butte Floodway —

‘one of two large construction proj- -

ects that were believed to have
 contributed to the July 17 flooding

dumping more water on others.

The study is the last of three
ordered by three government agen-
cies in July to determine who, if
anyone, would be held liable for
more than $1 million in damage.

__About 250 flood victims still are”
~waiting for decisions about their

damage claims, and more people are

~ expected to file claims.

“The dialogue now on where we

-go next lies in the legal arena,” said

Verne Bathurst of the Soil Conser-
vation Service.

-— protected some areas while-  Bathurst on Monday said the

9]
-
—
0

3

)
S

o]

T O

o~

o

N o
o~

H N
<

[
ﬁO

=

* study has been forwarded to attor-

neys in Washington, D.C.

None of the three studies specifi-
'cally discusses liability, and in some
Icases, the studies appear to conflict.

Officials of the Flood Control,
District of Maricopa County, which

jointly sponsored the Signal Butte

construction, denied any responsi--
bility based on their recently re-
leased study.

The $2.3 million floodway, com-
pleted in August, stretches from a
point north of the Central Arizona

_Project canal, near Brown and

Ellsworth roads, to Signal Butte

Road north of Brown.

An extensive study by the U.S.
‘Bureau of Reclamation, which is
'sponsoring the CAP canal, indi-

‘cated that both the CAP and Signal

‘Butte construction contributed to
flooding in some areas:

‘ Bureau officials have said that
they consider their contractor, Ball,
Ball and Brgsamer, liable for any

ICAP-related flooding. However, the
lfirm’s insurer, Wausau Insurance, .

ihas ordered its own study while
idenying any responsibility.

According to the Soil Conserva-
tion study, a temporary dirt plug in
‘the Signal Butte floodway helped
:the channel hold water, thus pro-
tecting some areas.

But the plug, northeast of Ells-
worth and Brown roads, also caused
;water to back up and overflow the
channel, aggravating flooding im-
tmediately downstream and in some
jareas along the CAP canal, the
study concludes.

The plug was placed in the
.channel by JWJ Contracting Co. to

' tprotect ongoing construction.

/
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McCain seeks help
for those ineligible
for compensation
By BARBARA ROSE

Soutt ' ’{gltlgy_‘ﬁureau :

'MESA — Victims of a July flood
in east Mesa can expect a federal
contractor to begin processing their
damage claims in two weeks, but no
payments are expected before
Christmas, U.S. Rep. John McCain
said Thursday. -

McCain said he expects about
half of 248 people who filed claims
to be compensated by one of two
federal contractors whose multimil-
lion-dollar projects contributed to
flooding in some areas.

' “There are still a large number of

_claimants who will not be eligible

for compensation, and we must

- continue to push for emergency

relief programs for them,” he said. -
McCain’s remarks came after a
closed-door meeting that marked

the first signs of progress in settling

about $1 million in claims filed

since flooding forced scores of

Firm to process claims
for Mesa flood victims

residents from their homes July 17.
 Many residents are living in
flood-damaged homes because they
can’t afford to repair them.
Thursday’s meeting, called by
McCain, included representatives
of government agencies and con
tractors involved in building
5-mile-long stretch of the Centr
Arizona Project canal and
now-completed Signal Butte Flot
way in east Mesa. i
A $120,000 study ordered by the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation faulted
the bureau’s canal contractor, Ball;
Ball and Brosamer, and the flood:!
way contractor, JWJ Contracting
Co., for aggravating flooding in
some areas. .
The study, however, said the tw
projects protected some areas.
McCain said after Thursday’s
meeting that attorneys for Ball,
Ball and Brosamer and its insurer,
Wausau of America, will decide in
,10 days the extent of the company’s
liability and will begin processing
claims in two weeks. v
He said JWJ Contracting offi:

ReP /2 2-5( — Victims, BI0

A

Victims

Cbntin ued from BI

‘cials indicated they will accept the
‘conclusions of an unfinished study
‘ordered by Wausau.

- McCain said he would be “aston-
ished” if Wausau’s study differed
‘radically from the bureau’s study,
‘released Nov. 15. Both the bureau
and Wausau hired independent
engineering firms to assess what
happened during the flooding.

He said the following steps would
be taken if the contractors failed to
make a “good-faith effort” to settle
‘the claims quickly:
~ @ Federal officials would with-
hold “retention money.” .

Generally, 10 percent of the value
of a government contract is with-
held until the job is satisfactorily
completed.

i - ®McCain would push for federal
Jegislation to “blacklist” contrac-
itors who failed to settle claims
when independent studies indicated -
they were liable for damages during
construction. :
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Processing of flood-damage claims to begin

Wausau Insurance Co. has agreed to begin process-
ing claims Jan. 2 for east Mesa residents damaged by
flooding July 17 and 18 near the Central Arizona
Project canal, Rep. John McCain’s office said today.

A team of adjusters will open a field office at an
address to be announced Wednesday, Michael Jimenez,
staff assistant to McCain, R-Ariz., said.

“] am pleased that the responsible agencies have
finally taken steps to begin reimbursement to the
homeowners who suffered damage during the July

17-18 floods,” McCain said. «Although the delay has.

been much too long, I am very pleased that action is
being taken.” :

- Wausau covers Ball, Ball and Brosamer, a contractor

_building the CAP canal.

Insurance company attorneys said claims would be
accepted for damage as 2 result of the “design,

- construction, location or existence of the CAP

Jimenez said.

For further information, residents may call McCain’s
new Mesa office, beginning Wednesday, at 835-8994.

Flood victims have filed more than 250 claims for a
total of $1.75 million with the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation, Maricopa County Flood Control District,
Maricopa County Civil Defense and the contractor,
Jimenez said. ; ifs

“ Claims also have been filed against JWJ Contracting

~ Co., builder of the Signal Butte Floodway at the time of

 the flooding, JWJ president E.J. Johnson svaid.‘







The Phoenix Gazette

-

foxd
‘papnjout os[e st Bl endy Ay

‘PEOY XBWOP 0} Y)Iou
1Ay Bl Ay}

YHM 30UAN[JU0D SJ[BS Y} JO jsam
Ka[ep 1seH oYl

“10da1 191[483 Y} JO dwi} Ay} 3y
‘098 s1eak aA1j Jnoqe paja[dutod
Apnys snomaid sy} ur pajod
S 00003 1n0g8 woy $39 O00°GET
noqe 0} dwnl [[im jueses[q BT
‘suoijoafod snotasid wroy 9zis ut
a[qnop jsoulfe [[is Bl endy 3y} ul
spooyj pajediorjue pies ueueyong
B[I5) 3y} Y)Im BDUIN[JU0d S} WOij

‘B[D

pue ei1,] endy ay) jo DUIN[UOI BY}

ydwoy ssny —
~ "fouady juowreSeuepy Aousd U0 WE( [[OPPEM WOI} SMO[]

-19Wy [BI3P3 2Y) 10§ 7861 1990100

‘ur Apngs ayy uedaq sdiod oy,

‘We(] [[PPPEM YSnoay} suiod
pey sasedjal 9d[qezis ou ‘pies dy peoy pie[ng o}

"Ppooyj 1oAry j[eS 0861 Kxemqa‘.['
9y} £q paaied [puueyd 8y} je uierd

pooy pajepdn oy} ind Ajjerousd
[Im Apnjs Yy} ples ueueyong

18 MO[J 8J2 000°¢6 3 000°06 dqissod
e 3uipipaid st Apnis mou ayj pue
Isaamoy ‘jey} pasueyo sog, A[ies
PuB SOLG1 23®[ 8Y3 JO Sur109s Y,

LS Mol

Study may OK

building in

Salt,

not Agua Fria

Gazette Southwest Bureau

Development restrictions on
some lands along the Salt River
could be eased as a result of a
iforthcoming federal study.

The same study also may result,
however, in new restrictions on land
development along the Agua Fria
River.

The Army Corps of Engineers
study, expected in two to three
months, generally will shrink the
size of the Salt River flood plain
through the Valley.

At the same time it generally will
increase the size of the flood plain
of the Agua Fria.

If land is included in a flood
plain, it is more difficult to develop
and, once developed, more costly to
insure.

That’s bad news for Avondale
officials, who have been fighting for
a narrow, deep- channel through
their city. A narrow channel would
allow more land to be developed.

“Restrictions will be stiffened in
a lot of cases” along the Agua Fria,
said Scott Buchanan, a hydrologist
with the county Flood Control
District.

The extent of the reduction or
increase in the Salt and Agua Fria
riverbeds won’t be known until the
study is released and county offi-
cials are able to study it in detail,
he said.

“For the entire Salt and Gila
rivers” the flood plain will generally
shrink, he added.

For Salt River landowners, the
study may bring good news when'
the new flood plain is adopted by
the county, probably this summer.’

The study is “pretty positive as
far as some properties in marginal
zones,” Buchanan said.

The study will “remove the
stigma” of being in the flood plain
for some property owners, the
hydrologist said.

Asked if the study will cause

he study will
‘remove the
stigma’ of being
in the flood plain
for some property
owners.”

114

more land to be opened to develop-
ment, Buchanan said, “it’s going to
.do that exactly.” S

. Property owners with land in a
‘flood plain need flood insurance
and are subject to development
restrictions enforced by county
planners.

The county Board of Supervisors
refused last year to grant several
requests for permits to build struc-
tures on property in the flood plain
in the west Valley.

Ironically, while reducing the size
of the flood plain, the study will
also increase anticipated Salt River
flows. :

At one location in the far west
Valley flows are expected to in-
crease from 210,000 to 250,000
cubic feet of water per second.

The flood plain is shrinking at
the same time the anticipated flow
is growing because of changes in the
river channel, one county flood
official said.

“There’s been a lot that’s hap-
pened since the ’77-78 study” of
Salt River flood plains, Buchanan
said.

The changes include four signifi-

cant floods that deepened and
widened the riverbed, he said.

There also have been man-made
projects to clear vegetation from
the riverbed and erect other flood-
control projects, he said.

The corps study covers the Salt
River from Country Club Drive in

See ® Flood, SW-2
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‘SCOTTSDALE — One of the
city’s busiest intersections soon will
bé torn up by construction crews.

- ‘City officials said last week that -

Methuen Construction Co. will re-

- sume work at the intersection of

Scottsdale and Camelback roads.
Methuen is installing a storm drain
for the Army Corps of Engineers.

The drain will collect storm runoff -

from the eastern side of Camelback
Mountain and move it to the Indian

‘Bend Wash.

Construction on the project
began last summer. It was inter-
rupted for several weeks during
Christmas so that shoppers would

have access to Scottsdale Fashion

Square and businesses near the

‘intersection.

Dan Moore, Corps project engi-
neer, said the company could begin-
work in the next two weeks. i

“Everyone concerned wants to
get in there, get it done and get
out,” Moore said. : 124

Construction of storm drain will resume

- The Corps has nét set a starting
datelte :

cause it must coordinate the

‘work with city departments and

review proposed work schedules.

- Methuen estimates it will take
about 30 d

project, Mqore said. ;
Bob Berlese, manager of the city

- Field Engineering Department, said
-the intersection will not be closed.
‘Traffic will be restricted to one lane
in each direction on each street.

ays to complete the
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Drain work

to restrict
intersection

Gazette Northeast Bureau
SCOTTSDALE — Work has

“ begun on a flood-drain project that

will restrict traffic at the intersec-
tion of Scottsdale and Camelback

_roads for about a month.

Construction on the Camelback
Sidedrain flood-control project by
the Army Corps of Engineers ini-
tially is restricting east-west traffic
on Camelback Road, said Bob
Berlese, city of Scottsdale field
engineering manager.

One lane is open in each direc-
tion on Camelback and no left turns
from Camelback are permitted. The
work is on Camelback west of
Scottsdale Road, he said. Off-duty
Scottsdale police officers are man-
ning the intersection.

Berlese said construction is ex-
pected to take about 30 days.
During that period, trenching along
Scottsdale Road, north of Camel-
back, will begin limiting north-
south traffic to one lane each way,
Berlese said.
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A retaining wall in the Indian Bend Wash low-flow chan-
nel west of Hayden Road and south of Camelback Road
eroded during the last two thunderstorms, creating this

unsafe bridge. The 30-foot-gap is expected to be diked
with sandbags in the next few days. Residents are re-

R N T L N

Progress photo by Suzanne Starr

quested to stay away from the area, which has been
fenced and barricaded by the city. CiTy field workers
Michael Bonolis (left) and Greg Shewman survey the
damage, estimated at $30,000.
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Indian Bend Wash'watér'plan’advances

A proposal to study ground-water recharge for the

Indian Bend Wash area in Scottsdale has been
approved by the U.S. House of Representatives.

The recharge plan was offered by Rep. Eldon Rudd,
R-Ariz, as an amendment to the 1985 continuing
appropriations bill, which passed 316-91 Monday. The
bill, now in the Senate, would direct the Army Corps of
Engineers to determine if the project is feasibile.

There are no ground-water recharge projects in the
state, although state law requires some type of
water-augmentation program after 1990. Artificial
ground-water recharge can be done by injecting water
or for providing ways to let it seep into the ground.

Indian Bend Wash is a flood-control project in
Scottsdale that includes 7% miles of parkland.
Rainwater in the wash is carried to the Salt River.

The Indian Bend Wash project was financed by the-
corps, Scottsdale, Maricopa County and the U.S.
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. ,

“Passage of this (recharge) program will enhance the
value of the Indian Bend Wash project and address the
key problems of water conservation and ground
subsidence in that area,” Rudd, a member of the House
Appropriations Committee, said.

Subsidence, where the earth sinks in or settles,
occurs when ground water is removed and not replaced.

3 \
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Funds to be studied for low-p

By MARY A.M. GINDHART
_Arizona Republic Statf £ :
The Central Arizona Water Con
servation District, which has of-
fered $175 million to help build a
federal dam near Phoenix to store
-Central Arizona Project water,
-agreed Thursday to study whether
. to help fund a Pinal County dam.
*  Buttes Dam, which would be
“built on the Gila River, is part of
«the $3.6 billion CAP but has been
- placed at the bottom of a proposed
list of priorities for construction.

- Ahead of Buttes on the list are
- CAP aqueducts, $1.7 billion in Plan
6 dam projects and a water-storage
facility in Tucson. The dam proj-
ects include construction of the
. New Waddell Dam, for which the
_ district has pledged $175 million,

Plan 6 covers construction of two
dams and modifications to two
others.

Officials from the San Carlos
+ Irrigation and Drainage District,
- which serves Pinal County farmers
- who would benefit from the Buttes
~dam, object to having it rank last on
- the list. The list will be considered
- July 16 by a committee appointed
. by Gov. Bruce Babbitt’s to study
* Plan 6 local funding.
*San Carlos officials say the dam

¢

is needed to store water and to

control silt from the Gila River.

They fear its low priority could

mean that it will not be constructed

gaothat it would not be built until
3

Babbitt’s panel is scheduled to
recommend a local-funding plan to
Arizona's congressional delegation
by Labor Day for negotiations with
the Reagan administration and
Congress to speed up completion of
the Plan 6 dam projects, Buttes and

. the Tucson storage facility.

Federal officials have warned
Babbitt’s committee to come to
Washington in agreement or no
deal will be made. :

The San Carlos district will |

oppose building the Tucson storage

facility and all but one dam in Plan

6 before Buttes is completed, the
district’s president, Howard. Hol-
land, said in a letter to Babbitt.

Howard Wuertz, who represents
Pinal County on the water-district
board, told the board Thursday
that he objects to Buttes Dam’s low
position on the list because there
were no representatives from Pinal
County on the subcommittee that
developed the priorities.

The panel that prepared the list
was made up of representatives of
the water district, Arizona Public,

2

Tucson, Phoenix, the state Depart-
ment of Water Resources, and the
Maricopa County Flood Control
Distret.

After Wuertz made his objec- -
tions, the district'’s acting president,
Jay Rhodes, suggested that General

‘Manager Tom Clark consider using

district power revenues to help
build Buttes and report back to the

study.

Clark will study the possibility of
helping to fund Buttes with reve-
nues from sales of electricity from
the Navajo Generating Station at
Page. The revenues also have been
pledged to New Waddell Dam.

riority CAP dam

Service Co., Salt River Project,-

In addition to the district’s offer

for New Waddell, Phoenix, the SRP

.and the flood-control district have

offered about $310 million for other

board. The board agreed to the _ Plan 6 projects. |

e —————— ———— 1
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Dam’s last-place spot on priority list raises ire

By Mike McCloy
The Phoenix Gazette

Howard Wuertz and other Pinal
County farmers say they are tired
of being pushed to the back of the
line. e

“I want to voice a strong objec-
tion,” Wuertz told fellow members
of the the Central Arizona Water
Conservation District Board Thurs-

day. “I think it’s most inappropri- -

ate for decisons to be made by a
group where there’s no representa-
"tion whatsoever by the county
that’s most affected.”. :

But Wuertz was not complaining
_about the CAWCD board. He was
upset that a subcommittee of the
governor’s cost-sharing committee,
for the Central Arizona Project had
placed Buttes Dam last on a
priority list for construction.

The issues subcommittee will
report Tuesday to the full gover-
nor’s committee, of which Wuertz is
a membé¥.

At that time, the subcommittee
plans to propose that the CAWCD
ante up $175 million of a $310
million up-front payment for fed-
eral construction of four CAP dams
known as Plan 6.

Excluded from Plan 6 is Buttes

ture proposed for the Gila River
upstream from Florence. b

Plan 6, the subcommittee is propos-
ing that a terminal-storage reservoir
for Tucson be given construction
priority along with the Plan 6 dams
upstream from Phoenix on the
Agua Fria, Verde and Salt rivers. -

The panel did suggest that
Buttes Dam be started before the
final dam in Plan 6 is completed,
sometime in the next century.

But that did not satisfy Wuertz, SN ]
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