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,....pril 1, 19991 Superstit ion San Tan Corridor Will Help Keep 
Our Culture (& Picture) 

September 14, 1999ICounty Targets Mosquitoes- Spraying Attacks 
reas on Encephalitis Carriers 

October 1, 19991 Peoria Approves Land Deal for First Community 
Park (&Map) 

December 1, 19991 Bunker Bob' Watches , Waits for Dreaded Y2K 
Emergency (& Picture) 

November 1, 2000 IF1ood Relocation Money Announced 

May 9 , 20011 Plant is the Pits , Neighbors Say- Sand and 
Gravel Operation Took Area by Surprise (& 
Picture) 

May 21 , 2001 1Yuma Clapper Rail Found With Broken Leg
Endangered Bird Heals 

Maricopa County, Deadly Mosquitos , Health Officials , Fogged , Valley, Encephalitis Carrying Mosquitos , 8-Year Old Girl, Queen 
Creek, Died , Western Equine Virus , Lethal St. Louis Encephalitis , Maricopa, Pinal , Pima Counties, Craig Levy , Program 
Manager, Vector-borne Diseases , Arizona Department of Health Services, Mosquito-borne Ailment, Killed Four People , New 
York City, West Nile-like Fever, Africa , Asia , Fever, Headache, Neurological Disorders , Weakened Immune System, Longer, 

Wetter Monsoon Season , John Townsend , Manager, Vector Control , Storms, Water, Water Standing , Man-made Wetlands , 
Groundwater Recharge , Environmental , Larva , Adult Mosquitos , Citizen Complaints , Southeast Phoenix, Nuisance Floodwater 
Mosquitos , Culex Tarsalis Mosquitos, Bite at Night, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention , Atlanta , Dry Out 

Peoria , Agua Fria Freeway, New River Channel , City of Peoria , First Community Park, 50-plus Recreation Resource , Purchase , 
40 Acres, Thunderbird Road , West of Loop 101 , Peoria City Council , Sept. 19, Maricopa County Flood Control District, 

itional 12 Acres , City Councilmember Joe La Rue, Ironwood Council District Represenative , New River Channel , 
Pedestrian , Bike Paths, Rivers and Trails Master Plans , $3.45 Million , Land , Lydic Family , Peoria Farmers , Peoria's Parks , 
Recreation , Open Space Master Plan, Skateboard Park , Infrastructure Improvements, Athletic Fields, Racquetball Courts , 
Picnic Areas, Funding , Bond Revenues , Impact Fees , Kelly Corsette , Public Information Manager 

Bob Spencer, Maricopa County Emergency Management Director, County Employees , Emergency Management Operation 
Center, The Bunker, Arizona National Guard Headquarters, Phoenix's Papag o Park , Y2K Central , Constructed in 1950, Cold 
War, 3 Feet of Concrete , 3 Feet of Dirt , Walls are 2 Feet Thick , Designed, Repel Nuclear Fallout, Public Health, Transportation , 
Law Enforcement, Disaster Relief Agencies , Triple-decker Bunk Beds, Coordinate Emergency Services , Natural Disasters, 
Floods , Rare Desert Tornados , East Mesa , Phoenix, Scottsdale , East Valley, Flood Waters , Dams on Salt River Broke , Palo 
Verde Nuclear Plant, Bomb Threats, Riot, Queen Creek , Sewer Leaks , Water Shutoffs , Malfunctioning Elevators , County Flood 

Todd Sundquist, Sand and Gravel Operations , Dysart Road and Southern Avenue , Southwest Valley, New West Materials , 
Take Pictures, Catching , Violating Law, Picketed , Government Entities , Avondale , Planner Tony Widowski , List of Requests , 
Meetings, Letters , Truck Traffic, Pulice Construction , Daniel McQuade, New West Operations Manager, Met All Requirements , 
State and County Laws, Mine, 174-Acre Field, Flood-relief Structure , Joe Maroney, Houses, Downhill , Berm, Diversion Canal , 
Sending Water, Neighborhood , Overflow, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Michael Ellegood , Chief Eng ineer and 
General Manager, Mix Concrete , Produce Asphalt , Special Use Permit , Maricopa County Supervisor Mary Rose Wilcox, Moved 
into Neighborhood , Without Informing Neighbors , No Environmental Nor Restoration Plans, Flood Control and Dust 

Gregg Watts , Arizona Canal Diversion Channel , North Phoenix, Yuma Clapper Rail , Endangered Species , Seven Hundred , 
United States, 40 in the Valley, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Broken Leg , Wetland , Buckeye , Maricopa County Flood Control 
District, Raccoons , Coyotes, Owls , Channels , Liberty Wildlife Rehabilitation Foundation , Scottsdale , Megan Mosby, Liberty's 
Executive Director. Native to Arizona . California . Mexico 
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... uly 1, 20011 Flood Control by Natural Selection Doesn't 
Work (& Pictu re) 

December 13, 20011 Public Gets First Look at Superstition SanTan 
Corridor; Marathon Trail 

April3 , 

be Dam/Desert Hills Public Meeting (& Map) 

rea Drainage Plan Meets Town Approval 

Wet Weather to Continue- Some Weekend 
Events Washed Out (Pictures & Map) 

Ju ly 16, 2003!Maricopa County to Aid FEMA on Flood Maps 

July 17, 20031 Balloonists Steaming at Site Loss - County 
Closes Takeoff, Landing Area (& Picture) 

July 23, 

August 2, 

Water Ran Clean - Longtime W. Valley 
Residents Reflect on Gila River's Past (& 
Picture) 

County Getting Tough on Trespassers at Dam 
(& Picture) 

August 6, 20031 Construction Debris Dumped in Floodplain (& 
Picture) 

Tribune , Coverage, huod Control District, East Valley , Editoria ls , Critical , Hazards, Desert Flooding , Arid Landscape, Rush ing 
Floodwaters , Buyers , Floodplain Land, Flood Control by Natural Selection , Identify, Analyze, Mitigate, Governments Role , 
Debated , United States, Disaster Strikes, Taxpayer Dollars , Aguila/Wend on (Wenden), Alluvial Plain , Formed by Water-borne 
Material Deposits , 23 Dams, Flood Protection , Roosevelt Dam , Salt and Gila River Dams, Environmental-altering Flood Control 
Projects , Cannot Build , New Issue, Property Rights , Environmenta lly Friendly Mitigation , Construction , Unavoidable , Extend 
Existing Channel , Usery Mountain Park 

East Mesa Residents , Preliminary Conceptual Plan , Superstition San Tan Corridor, Marathon Trail , Will Run 26 Miles, 
Floodways, Mesa , Gilbert, Queen Creek, Tim Phillips , Project Manager, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Leisure World , 
Concerned, Public Trailway, Private Development, Williams Gateway Airport , Superstition Springs Gold Course , Gold Canyon 
Residents , Ralph Cavan , Margaret Elliot, Loop 202 Red Mountain Freeway 

Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Public Meetings, Adobe Dam/Desert Hills Area Drainage Master Plan (ADMP), 
Photographs, Flooding , Erosion Problems, Watershed-wide Drainage Plan , Cost-effective , Community-based , Flooding and 
Erosion Control Solutions, Recommendations , Structural Improvements, Rules , Guidelines for Development, Project Manager 

own of Cave Creek, Intergovernmental Agreement, Maricopa County's Flood Control District, Area Drainage Master Plan, 
Carefree , Flood District Develop Drainage Master Plan, Seven Major Snafus, Identified , Dra inage Problems, Culverts , Clogged 

Ra in, National Weather Service, 3 Inches or More, East Valley, More Than 2 Inches, Scottsdale , Extensive Street Flooding, 
Indian Bend Wash Greenbelt, Debris-strewn Roads , Forecasters , Drying Up, Low-pressure Center, Keith Kincaid , 
Meteorologist , Mesa, Brown Road and Horn , Lindsay and Guadalupe Roads , Gilbert, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, 
Chandler, Alma School Road and Chandler Boulevard , Thunderstorms, High Winds, Storms, Rural/Metro Firefighters , Rescue 
Man , Miller Road and Murray Lane , Volume of Water, Moving Swiftly, Knock You Down, Carry You Away, Louise Steinfirst , 
Nicole Englemann, Mud and Muck, Matt Burdick, Arizona Department of Transportation , Road Construction Projects , 
Cancelled , Weather and Temperatures , Loop 202, Country Club Drive and Gilbert Road , Cooler Weather, Scott Harelson, Salt 
River Project, Precipitation in the Valley, Shelter, Three Students, Brandon Anderson , Paul Armenta , Tyrece W ilson , 

Hot-air Balloon Operators , Decision, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Close, Takeoff and Landing Area , North of 
Phoenix, Federal Dust Regulations , Liability Issues, Banned Access , Cave Buttes Dam , Commercial Balloon Operators , 3,000 
Acre Parcel , Jomax Road , Cave Creek Road , 20 years , Permits to Use State Trust Land, Brian Holmes, Interstate 17, 51st 
Avenue , 27th Avenue and Happy Valley Road , Carefree Highway, Chase Down Dirt Bikers, Busts , Gate Open, Cuts , Fence, 
Michael Ellegood , General Manager, Environmental Services Department, Off-road Vehicles , Destroying Public Facilities , 

r Expense, Chase Vehicles , $1 0,000-a-day Fine, Balloon Pilot Bob Romaneschi , Calm Prevailing Winds , Safely Land, 
Phoenix Behind Decision , Intergovernmental Agreement, 1994, City's Parks and Recreation Department, Rene Vera , Parks and 

Stiff Fines, Ongoing Costs , Maricopa County, Take Control Cave Buttes Dam Area , Northeast Valley, Security Patro ls , Banned 
Hot-air Balloonists, Flood Control District Property, Stop Everyone, Trespassing , Off-road Vehicles , Joe Munoz, Raise , Dust, 
Patch ing Fences, Cleaning Up Area , Pinnacle Peak Road , Happy Valley Road , 16th Street, Cited for Trespassing , Criminal 
Damages , Chief Engineer, General Manager Mike Ellegood, Arizona Balloon Club, Disrespecting Property, Gates Unlocked , 
Cutting Fences, Traveling Off-road , Off-road Vehicle and Gun Enthusiasts , Tearing Up Desert, Maricopa County Air Quality 

Fred Kin , Resident, New River, Illegal Dumping, Construction Debris , Frontage Road , Interstate 17, Old Black Canyon 
Highway , New River Wash , New River Road , Maricopa County Zoning Enforcement Department, Dumping Concrete , Rebar, 
Rocks, Asphalt , Dirt, 10 to 15 Feet High , South of Road runner Restaurant, New River Elementary School , Torn Down , Parking 
Lot, Deer Val ley Unified School District Elementary School , Target General , Inc. Prime Contractor, Subcontractor Fraley 
Construction of Mesa, Hauling Debris , Kent Davis , Associate Superintendent of DVUSD, Dirt Walter, Design and Construction 
Department, Norma l Business, West Side of 1-17, Maricopa County Flood Control District Offices, In Floodway, Dumping is Not 
Allowed Without a Permit. Mark Maver. lnsoection Manaaer. Matt Buckhannon, Maricopa County Sheriffs Deputies , 
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August 22 , 

September 3, 

El Rio Watercourse - Flood-Control Project 
Promises to Expand Recreational Amenities for 
Local Residents (& Pictures) 

New River School Debris Sti ll Mars Floodplain 
(& Picture) 

September 10, 20031 Flood Evacuation Plan to Be Proposed for 
Aguila 

September 10, 2003ISecond Round of Flooding Hits Wittmann 
Wittmann Highlights (& Pictures) 

September 30 , 2003 IBackers of Recreation Strip Cheer Possible 
Mining Pact 

October 22, 20031 Skunk Creek Re-vegetation Draws Many 
Residents (& Picture) 

October 23, 2003 ICounty Trail System to Get Eastern Links (& 
Map) 

Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Information , Agua Fria and Hassayampa Rivers , State Route 74 to White Tank 
Mountains, North of McMicken Dam, Neighborhood Flooding, Property Owners , Experiences, Concerns , Supervisor Max 
Wilson , District 4, 1989, Area Master Drainage Study, T rilby Watershed , Morristown, Ci rcle City, Wittmann , Surprise, Peoria , 

Museums, Valley Landscape, Residents , Deer Val ley Rock Art Center, Adobe Dam, 47-acre Preserve , Native American 
Cultures , Hedgpeth Hills , Corn-grinding Materials , Many Centuries, History , Bou lders, 1,500 Petroglyphs, Archaic Tribes , A.D. 
300, Hohokam , Patayan Cultures , Central Arizona , A.D. 1450, Depictions , Animals , Humans, Crosses , Spirals , Circles, 
Assistant Director Mari lyn Sklar, Small Dwellings , Buria l, Meates, Manos, Flat Rocks , Grinding Stones , Hills, Mined for Basalt, 
Sacred Significance, Arizona Tribes , National Register of Historic Places, Phoenix Architect William Bruder, Phoenix's Burton 
Barr Library, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Artifacts , Maricopa County Flood Control District, Arizona State University, Adobe 
Mountain Railroad Museum and Desert Railroad , Big Mechanical Park , Cliff Fought, N. HO and G Gauge Trains , Antique 

Sonoran Desert, Gila River, Vegetation , Birds , River System, Remnant, Growth , Dams, Dried Up, Rivers, Channels , Phoenix 
Metropolitan Area , Devastating Floods , West Va lley Communities , Al lenvi lle, Buckeye, 1970s, 1980s, Maricopa County Flood 
Control District, Implement Flood Control Measures, Gila , Transform , River Banks, Human Encroachment, Non-native Species , 
Histo ric Uses, $2 Million Project, El Rio Watercourse Master Plan , Re-introduce Native Wi ldlife , Trails , Education Center, 
Flooding , 17.5-mile Gi la River, Confluence, Agua , Salt and Gi la Rivers , Avonda le, Goodyear, Buckeye, Historic and Pre-historic 

Unauthorized/Illegal Dumping , Construction Debris , New River School , Unresolved , Remains in Floodplain , Dirt, Rocks, 
Asphalt , Concrete , Rebar, New River Wash , 1-17 Frontage Road , Old Black Canyon Hwy., South of New River Road , Maricopa 
County Flood Control District, Notices of Violation , Dumping in a Floodplain , Without Permit, Prime Contractor, Target General , 
Inc. , 600 Loads of Materia l, Removed or Buried, Leveled , No Permit Issued , Melisa Lemke, Spokeswoman , Permit, 
Engineering Report, Flood Delineation, Not Been Affected , Fraley Construction of Mesa, Subcontractor, Dumping Materials 

Aguila Fire Department Board of Directors, First and Ray Street, HRD Engineering Represenative Dave Burab, Flood Alert 
Evacuation Plan, Flood Response, Maricopa County Flood Control District , Maricopa County Sheriffs Office , Flood Response 
Office. Flood Alerts. Response . Rescue. Evacuation. Victor M. Vi la. Chairman 
Record Rainfall , 3 and 4 Inches, Wittmann , Storm, Washes, Rage , Deluge, Dove Valley Road and 211th Avenue, People Were 
Trapped, Two Raging Washes , Big Storm , August 26, Center Street, Buckle and Crumble Over, Wittmann Wash , MCDOT, 
Cu lverts Cleared of Debris , No Flooding, Center Street Wash , Eroding the Road , Trenches, Excavations, New Nadaburg 
School , Pending , Flowed, Sha llow Channels , Dry for Years, Smal l Rivers , Land , Prone to Flooding , Years Between Storms, 
Heavy Rainfall , Outlaying Areas, Dumping, Flowing Heavily, Runoff, Levee 

mile Recreation Corridor, Tentative Agreement, Mining Operators , Agua Fria and New Rivers, Diane Brossart , President, 
I ley Foreword Association , Friends of the West Va lley Recreation Corridor, Peoria to Avondale , Dusty River Bottoms, Scenic 

Stretches of Parks , Trai ls, Other Amenities , Maintaining Rivers , Flood-control Standards, Sand-and-grave l Miners, Provide 
Channels in River Bottoms, Control Floodwaters, Cost, Channelization , Rusty Bowers, Executive Director, Arizona Rock 
Products Association. Minino Operators. Recreation Corridor Backers. Future of Riverbeds . Maricopa Countv Flood Control 
Residents , New River, Help Restore, Damaged North Bank, Skunk Creek, Honda Bow Road , Volunteers , Digging , Planting , 
Creosote , Blue Palo Verde Seeds, Make a Difference Day, Maricopa County , New River PTSA, New River/Desert Hills 
Community Association , New River Kiwanis Club, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Emily Lane, ERA/Artizan Realty , 
Sara Vannucci , Southwest Small Business Group, Roadrunner Restaurant, County Supervisor Andy Kunasek, Gary Branum , 
Project Manager Afshin Ahouraiyan , NR/DH Community Association , Cub Scout Troop 431 , 2.5 Acres , 7th Avenue on North 
Honda Bow Road , Home Site of Refuse , Dead Trees, Undercover Brush , Fire Hazard, Discarded , Brambles, Leveled the Soil , 

Establish , Regional Trail System Circling the Val ley, Maricopa County Supervisors , Approved , Second Phase, 126-mi le 
Section , Link Parks , Northeast Valley to Southeast Valley, Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area , McDowell Mountain Regional 
Park , Usery Mountain Recreation Area , San Tan Mountain Regional Park , Supervisor Andy Kunasek, Entire System , Could Top 
1,000 Miles , Incorporate Existing Trails , Create New Ones, Wa lk, Run , Hike, Ride Horses , Canals, Parks , Flood Control Lands , 
Fi rst Phase, 221 Miles of Trails , White Tank Mountains, Cave Creek Recreational Area, Reed Kempton , County Planner, Thi rd 
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Octu~cr 28, 2003 1 Hurry Up And ... Wait? - A .J .'s Issues May Stall 
GC Incorporation (& Pictures) 

November 1, 2003 1 Flood Zone Information for Homeowners 

February 6, 20041 Flood Moves Ceremony of Flood Control Project 

February 17, 2004 1 Flood Project May End Months Earlier 

February 25 , 20041County is Combin ing 3 Departments Into 1 

February 25 , 2004 jCounty Forms Public Works Department 

March 3, 2004 IA11 Done - Doubletree Project's Completion is 

March 5, 

Cause Celebre (& Picture) 

Party to Mark End of Work on Doubletree 

Dedication Ceremony Marks Doubletree 
Completion (& Pictures) 

March 22 , 20041Mesa's Share of Gi lbert Rd . Work Debated 

March 24 , 2004 1Cave Creek to Commission Drainage Plan
Pay $100 ,000 to Flood Study 

March 28, 20041County Solution to Street Flooding : Wait 4 
Years (& Pictures) 

Doubletree Ranch Road , March 6, Completion , Construction , January 2003, Street Improvement Project, Town of Paradise 
Valley, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Dedication Ceremony, Pat Neal , Town's Project Manager, Project Contractor 
Blucor Contracting , Inc., Speakers , PV Mayor Ed Lowry , Maricopa County Supervisors , Don Stapley, Andy Kunasek, 10-year 
Flood Event, Overflowed Cherokee Wash , One of Seven Server Storms, 1970, Flooding , 185 Homes, Undergrounding Storm 

Doubletree Ranch Road , Paradise Valley, Block Party, End of 14-month Construction , Flood Control District of Maricopa 
County , Flood Control and Street Improvement Project, Tatum Bou levard and lnvergordon Road , Underground Storm Pipes , 
Drains, Culverts , Curbs , Sidewa lks, Recreation Paths , R ubberized Asphalt , Lindstrom's Fam ily Car Wash , Doubletree and 
Indian Bend Wash Crossing , 15th Tee on Marriott Camelback Golf Course , Mayor Ed Lowry, Blucor Contracting , Beautiful 

Maricopa County Officials , Municipalities , Half the Cost, Flood Control , Road Projects , County Supervisors, Construction of 
Gilbert Road , Supervisor Max Wi lson , Northwest Valley , Supervisor Don Stapley, Improve Gilbert Road , McDowell Road to 
Bee line Highway, 2.75-Mile Stretch , Mesa and Salt Rive r Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Loop 202 , U.S. 60 , Jeff Martin , 
Mesa Development Services Assistant Manager, Mike Ellegood , Director, Public Works Department 

Drainage Master Plan , Study of Washes , Drainage and Water Hazard , Maricopa County Flood Control District , Carefree , Mayor 
V incent Francia , Flood Control Proposed a Study, Mid-1990's , Private Property, Former Mayor Tom Augherton , Cave Creek's 
Assistant Town Engineer Jeff Lo , Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) , Carefree Town Administrator Jon Pearson , Carefree 
Town Council , Drainage Problems , Ocotil lo Wash , Rowe Wash , Hydrology, Echo Canyon Road , Carefree Fl ows to Cave Creek 

Linda Mullins , City Officials, Problem, Solved , Deer Valley Road Developed , Flooding , End , County, Paved 89th Avenue South 
of Williams , Retention Basin , Pump, Water, City of Peoria Engineering Director David Moody, Mike Ellegood , P ublic-works 
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31 

55 

40 

38 

43 

34 

44 

Plan (& Picture) 

April 01 , 200?IW. Nile Virus Likely to Hit State This Year 

Bureaucrats and a Taxpayer 

July 20, 199?1 Disaster Waiting to Happen- Greenbelt is a 
Must (&Picture) 

March 9, 200?1 County Discusses Agua Fria Plans 

Undated 01 , 199?1 East Valley Greenbelt Plan Mirrors Indian Bend 
Wash (&Map) 

Undated 01 , 19991 Flood-Control Basins, Channels Proposed 

Undated 01 , 1999?1 Flood Channel Planned 

45 I Undated 01 , 1999?1 Don't Put Landfill in Our Area , A.J. Tells 

46 

47 Undated 01, 1 

Phoenix 

Flood Plain Map May Offer Good News
Changes May Save on Insurance for Scottsdale 
Homes (& Map) 

Editorial: Our View- County Was Set to 
Bulldoze Homes - How Did This Snafu Happen? 

Chief Engineer and General Manager, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Controversy , Scottsdale's Desert Greenbelt 
Project, Real Flood Hazard, Unique to North Scottsdale , Protect, Most Hazardous Area , Federal Emergency Management 

ency, Same Risk as Land Near Sea Coast, 6,800 Homes, DC Ranch , High-hazard Area, Mitigate the Hazard , Protection , 
North Scottsdale Lies in an Alluvial Fan , Geologic Phenomenon , Arid Areas , Transition , Mountain , Desert Floor, Alluvial Fan 
Stream Channels , Unstable, Stormwater, Runoff, New Paths, Desert Floor, Fast Moving Sediment, 1 00-year Flood , House Hit 

4 1/2 Tons of Debris , Elevating Structure, Flood Insurance, Does Not Guarantee Safety, August 1996, 15-year Flood 
Event, Water Pipe Break, Pool Area of Reata and Pima Washes , Retention , Engineered Channel , Rawhide Wash , Safety 
Hazard, National Research Council , Ultra-hazardous, U.S . Geological Survey, Reata Pass, Dangerous Flooding Area , FEMA, 
U.S. Armv Coros of Enaineers . Flood of 1972. Aoorove Fundina. Build Indian Bend Wash. Environmental lmoacts 
Maricopa County Flood Control District, Citizen Input, Agua Fria and New Rivers , Develop River Corridors , 47-mile Park, City of 
Peoria , Doug Williams 

Maricopa County Officials , Own Version , Scottsdale's, Indian Bend Wash , Maricopa County Floodway, East Valley, Linear 
Park , Flood Control Channel , Brown Road , Greenfield Road , 28 Miles, Gila River, Flood Collector Facility, Channels Heavy 
Runoff, Popu lated Areas, Michael Ellegood, Chief Engineer, County's Flood Control District, Main Purpose, Remain the Same, 
Redesign Into a Multipurpose Recreational Facility, Hiking , Cycling , Equestrian Trails, Picnic Sites, Basketball , Tennis Courts , 
Future Subdivisions, Face Greenbelt, Tim Phillips , Sen ior Project Manager, Planning Division , Dry Rivers, Canals , Keep Off, 
Public, Bought, Paid For, Mesa, Gilbert, Queen Creek, Chandler, Collin-Pina Consulting Engineers Inc., Preliminary 

Maricopa County Flood Control District, Channels , Basins, Southwest Phoenix, Tolleson , Avondale , Durango Area Master 
Drainage Plan, Reduce Flood ing , Build Parks , Trails , 5 Projects, 53 Square Miles, Open Spaces, Rivers , County Supervisor 

Major Storm , Floodwaters , White Tank Mountains, Maricopa County, Building , $3.5 Million Flood Channel , Protect Residents , 
Major Downpour, White Tanks North Inlet Channel , Major Flood Hazard , Olive and Glendale Avenues , Perryville Road , Rain , 
Desert, Sever Flooding, Valerie Swick, Project Manager, County's Flood Control District, New Flood Control Channel , Olive and 
Northern Avenues , Beardsley Canal , Culverts , Carry Floodwater, Recreation Corridor, Hiking , Equestrian Trails , Lowest 
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52 

53 

54 

56 

57 

58 

Undated 01 , 1999?\Sand, Gravel Operations Face Opposition
Coalition Seeking More Regulations 

Undated 01 , 1999?\Greenbelt Arguments Were Self-Serving 

Undated 01 , 1 

Undated 01 , 1 

Undated 01 , 1 

muters on Northern , Take a Different Route 
Next 30 Days (& Picture) 

Bulldozing Wetlands Near Sky Harbor and 
Odious Choice 

Greenbelt Column Raises Key Questions 

Possible Trail Links Announced (&Map) 

59 I Undated 01 , 1999?\County to Vote on Flood Projects- Chandler 

60 

62 

and Queen Creek to Match Funds from 
Maricopa District 

Undated 01 , 1999?\My View - County Misfeasance, Malfeasance 
and Corruption? 

Undated 01 , 1999?1 Plan Shown for 26-mile Floodway (& Map) 

Three West Valley c,ues , Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Gila River Habitats , Flood Control Mea:sures, El Rio 
Watercourse Master Plan , Restoring , Natural Habitat, 17.5-mile Stretch , Avondale , Goodyear, Buckeye, 1999, Michelle 
Lempke, Public Involvement Coordinator, Levees, Open Flow Channels , Reduce Floods, Riparian Habitat, Wetlands , Native 

Willow Trees . Doua Williams 
Rock Products Association , Most Powerful Lobby, State Legislature , Or Second Most Powerful , League of Arizona Cities and 
Towns, Sand and Gravel Businesses, Political Discussion, Complaints , Residents , Businesses, Dust, Noise, Odors , Emissions, 
Unmonitored Stacks, Truck Traffic, Sand and Gravel Operations, Government Entities , Powerless , Sun City, Peoria's Ventana 
Lakes, Inaction, Interests , Rock Products Business, Campaign Issue, Districts 15, 17, 19, Sen. Brenda Burns, Responsible , 
Breakdown in Communications , Industry Inspections, Emissions from Plants , Zoning , Maricopa County Supervisor Mary Rose 
Wilcox. Chanae State Law. Rock lndustrv. Home Builders Association , County Officials, Address the Conflicts, Create Rules , 
Mike Ellegood , July 20, Flood Peril , North Scottsdale, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Homes, Built, Flood Zone, 
Scottsdale , Prevent, High Density Development, Threatened with Destruction , Developer-friendly Bureaucrats, Consequences, 
Unmanaged Growth, As Land Near the Sea Coast, Floodprone, Coast of Florida, House 4 1/2 Tons of Debris , Reduce Potential 

Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Achen-Gardner Inc., Storm Drain Pipes, Northern Avenue , 65th Avenue Alignment, 
Construction , Construction Manager Fred Fulle r, Orangewood Storm Drain Project, Retention Basin , Northern and 63rd 

ue, West Valley, Traffic Restricted 

Queen Creek, Gi lbert, Mesa, Partnership, Park-like-setting, Flood Control Areas , East Valley, Tremendous Sprawl , 
Recreational Activities, Fulton Brock, Maricopa County District 1 Supervisor, Open Space, Green Belts , Trails , 25-mile Corridor, 
Maricopa County, Trailhead , Superstition SanTan Corridor, Marathon Trail , Follow County Floodways, Kris Baxter, 
Spokeswoman , Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Link Trails , Apache Junction Area , A.J . Area , East Maricopa 
Floodway, 26 Miles Long , Brown and Greenfield Roads , Maricopa/Pinal County Line, Hunt Highway, Water Out-falls, Gila River 
Indian Community, Flood Prevention Goals , Reduce Scouring , Floodplain , Erosion , Protection , Irrigated Lands, Residential , 
Retail-Commercial , Roads , Highways, Irrigation Canals , Cheryl Banta, Special Projects Manager, Pinal County , Soon-to-be 

Misfeasance, Lawful Action , Illegal , Improper Manner, Malfeasance, Wrongful Conduct, Public Official , Corruption, Bribery , 
Improper Means, Disagreed, County Supervisors , Department Heads, Planning and Zoning Matters, Continental Mountain , 
Wayne Smith , Director of Planning Joy Rich, County Attorney Jim Minter, Chairman of Supervisors Don Stapley, Cave Creek 
Records , Misrepresented, Ownership, No Grading Permits , County Enforcement, Flood Employee Bill , Maricopa County, 
Runoff Concerns , Scott Schuffs Situation, Helicopter Permit, Dust Control Permit , Seven Men Injured , Saguaro Harvesting , 
Mass Destruction , Governor Hull , Saguaro Hill , Stapley, Wildcat Subdivision , Business Dealings, Developments , Flood Control , 
Hillside Ordinance, Bob Brittain , Ex-county Planner Dennis Zwagerman , Gold Canyon Estates, Out of Compliance, Ron Short, 
Cave Creek's Director of Planning , Attorney General , Desert Foothills Land Trust, Cave Creek and Carefree , Gov. Jane Dee 

Mary Hauser, 26-mile Floodway, Southeast Regional Library, Gilbert , Maricopa County, East Valley, Superstition-Santan 
Corridor, Marathon Trail , Major Recreational Path , Barren Land , Green Parks , Walking , Riding , Horse Lovers , 16-mile Path , 
Queen Creek Horse Owners Association , Hunt Highway, Gilbert, Thomas Road , Mesa , Flood Control District of Maricopa 
Countv . $40 Million . Construction. Basins. Countv Parks and Recreation Department 

Page 6 



63 

65 

37 

41 

67 Undated 01 , 

33 

ual Property Owners Shou ld Stick 
ogether (&Puzzle) 

ands Project for Arizona Parcel 

ction Starts on Ahwatukee Park - 55-
Parcel Includes Softball , Soccer Fields , 

rea's First Public Pool (& Picture & Map) 

County Buys Out 9 Homeowners - Structures 
Were Mistakenly Built in High-Flood Areas (& 
Map) 

Sewer, Drainage ProJ~Ct , Guadalupe, East Valley, Four Retention Basins , Extra land , Town, Develop, Mary Rose Wilcox, 
Maricopa County Board of Supervisors , Control , Flooding , Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Town's Flooding 
Problems, Joe Munoz, Grant Money, Build Additional Storm Drains , 8 .8-acre Basin , Residential Development, Basebal l Field, 
Construction , Highland Canal , Baseline Road and Calle Cerritos, Avenida del Yaqui , Guadaluoe Road 

Individual , Collective Group, John F. Kennedy, City Council Meeting , Mayor John Keegan , North Peoria , Residents' 
Statements , Zoning Application , Agua Fria and New River Tributaries , Maricopa County, West Valley, Dry Watercourses , 
County Island, Pinnacle Peak Road , Glendale/Peoria Drainage Master Plan , Flood Control District of Maricopa County, 
Drainage Ditch , Retention Basin , Recreation Area , West Valley Recreation Corridor, Open House, Peoria High School , Build , 
Floodolains, FCD, Arizona , People Allowed to Own Property, Condemnation , Bethany Home Road and 83rd Avenue , 25 

Largest Wetland Restoration Projects , United States , Forest Service , Purchased 6,500 Acres , Private Land , Southeast of 
Flagstaff, Hay Lake Project, Wildl ife , Egrets , Hawks, Deer, Geese, Ranching , Farming , Potholes , Collect Standing Water, 
Forest Service Spokeswoman Karen Malis-Ciark , Interior Department, Land and Water Conservation Fund , Rep . J.D. 

rth , Natural Resources Conservation Service , Nature Conservancy, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Jim Briggs , 

Ahwatukee Foothills Residents , Sales-tax Dollars , Construction , Park, 65-acre Pecos Park, Pecos Road and 48th Street, Public 
Pool , Softball Fields , Soccer Fields , City Councilman Greg Stanton , 35-square-mile Ahwatukee Foothills Area , Picnic Grounds, 
Playgrounds , Skateboard Park, Basketball Courts , Tennis Courts , Pecos Road-lnterstate-1 0 Link, Master Planned , Bruce 
Swanson, Phoenix Parks and Preserve Initiative Administrator , Flood Control Basin , Kris Baxter, Spokeswoman , Maricopa 
County Flood Control District, Basin Will Take in Water From Ahwatukee Foothills, Phoenix, Chandler, Funding , State Trust 

Major Storm, Floodwaters , White Tank Mountains , Maricopa County , $3.5 Million Flood Channel , County Officials , White Tank 
North Inlet Channel , Major Flood Hazard , Olive and Glendale Avenues, Perryville Road , Server Flooding , Valerie Swick , Project 
Manager, Flood Control District, New Flood Control Channel , Olive and Northern , East Side of Beardsley Canal , carry 
Floodwater. Recreation Corridor. Hikino . Equestrian Trails. Preliminarv Desion Work 
Maricopa County, $1 .9 Million , Buy Out Nine Homeowners, Skunk Creek , North Phoenix, Built , High-flood Areas , Issued 
Building Permits, Andy Kunasek, Maricopa County Supervisor, Taxpayer Money, Flood Control District Officials, New River 
Resident David Caldwell , In 2000, Homes, Built and Occupied , Flood Study , Flood Erosion Danger, Flood Hazard , Spokesman 
Joe Munoz. Circle Mountain Road and Honda Bow Road . 19th Avenue. Flo 
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Flood project may 
end ·months ·earlier 
By Cary AspinwallfRONT PA eek, according to flood 
Independent Newspape~sk control documents . 

. 't.$/l Lv . The project wilJ resolve 
ConstructiOn MI. tlr 1 age many of the existing drainage 

improvements for the_ ~awes problems along Hawes Road 
Road area may be fmrshed within the city of Mesa and 
,earlier t?~n ?riginally unincorporated Maricopa 
planned, offl~mls sm~i. County, officials said. 

The . dramage 1m prove- The project, which is 
ments _m th~t area began con- approximately 1.1 miles lohg, 
structwn m Jan~ary, . and will capture and covey flows 
now the contractor IS est1mat- along Hawes Road for dis
ing that the project could be charge into an existing chan
completed one to two months 1 n Emelita Ms. Stewart 
earlier than planned - as early ne_ d 0 

' · 

as June, said Sally Stewart,- Sal A·66 . h t d · d 
spokeswoman for the Flood -me . s orm ram an 
Control District of Maricopa a 30-inch city of Mesa water 
C - ty -- main also will be installed, 
, oun . .d 

The Hawes Road project is she sa1 · . . 
identified as part of the East Don Renck, proJect m<l?
Mesa Area Drainage Master a~er for t?e flood con~ol d1~: 
plan. The plan has identified tnc~. sa1d the proJect IS 

drainage problems and solu- designed to provide ~ 100-
tions for eastern Maricopa year level of protection by 
County, including portions of 
Mesa, Gilbert and Queen See , inage - Page 7 

~n~~L~~j~e 1 
combining conveyance within 
the storm drain and channel 
and within the Hawes Road 
right of way. 

The term 100-year level of 
protection means it is 
designed to handle flows 
from a 1 00-year flood - one of 
such m agnitude that it is 
often used to determine if 
flood insurance is either 

advisaqle or required on a trol District. 
property. The district is the lead 

The developed areas adja- agency for design, construe
cent to the project corridor tion, and construction man
along Hawes Road will benefit agement. The city of Mesa will 
from the project, Mr. Rerick fund non-flood control fea
said. tures and will assume o~er-

So far, the district's con- ship and the operation and 
tractor has relocated utility maintenance for the complet
facilities in that area and ed project. officials said. 
started excavation work, Ms. For more information· on 
Stewart said, the flood control district's 

The improvements are a projects, visit 
joint project between the city htlp://156.42.96 . 70/Neigh-
of Mesa and the Flood Con- . borhood/ActiveProjects.asp. 



Flood moves ceremony 
of flood control project 

PARADISE VALLEY - A 
flooded Indian Bend Wash 
has forced Paradise Valley 
officials to move today's ded
ication of the Doubletree 
Ranch Road flood control and 
street improvement project 
from the wash to the street it
self. 

The town and the Flood 
Control District of Maricopa 
County are marking comple
tion of the $10 million project 
on Doubletree between Ta
tum Boulevard and Invergor
don Road. 

Today's 11 a.m. dedication 
was to take place at Double
tree and the Indian Bend 
Wash crossing behind the 
15th tee on the Marriott Cam
elback Golf Course. 

Instead, the dedication and 
a block party now will be held 
on Doubletree. The road will 
be closed to vehicle traffic 
between 56th Street and 
Invergordon from 8 a.m. to 
about 2 p.m. 

Planned private school 
to hold open house 

CAVE CREEK- A new pri
vate school opening in 
August will hold an open 
house from 10 a.m. to noon to
day ahd Monday for prospec
tive parents and students, at 
6914 E. Bella Vista Drive. 
The Bella Vista Private 
School will serve fifth
through seventh-graders 
with an eighth grade plmmed 
in ::!005. The school is being 
patterned after the C.A.S.Y. 
Country Day School in 

Today in Scottsdale 
1.11L _ .. , _ I ,-··- '·· - =· ·- '·· I :..a..&.l ... 

Scottsdale, which 
rigorous curricult 
e phasis on fine < 
mation: ( 480) 502-i 

Bait stations a' 
free to catch rc 

SCOTTSDALE -
rat bait stations an 
to Scottsdale resi 
pickup at the Papa 
Service Center, 71 
Dowell Road. The 
open weekdays frc 
to 6 p.m. and on 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.: 

Maricopa Coun 
Control has donate 
stations to be pr 
Scottsdale citizens 
come, first-served 

Residents are n 
for placing the ba 
and poisoned bait, 
at feed stores, on t 
erties. 

Residents can d 
ble citrus from 8 a. 
today at the Elks ! 
Lodge No. 2148 p< 
6398 E. Oak St. 

Scottsdale boa1 
members see r• 

SCOTTSDALE 
Scottsdale School I 
Friday to discuss le 
related to former 
Elementary School 
Maureen Booth. 

The board vote• 
board members ace 
ditional attorney 
garding Booth's c 
board member 
quested access to tl 
cause she has cono 
attorney fees . 
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In our exclusive interview, 
Secretary of State Jan Brewer 

talks about the Golden Rule, and 
her campaign to reward those who 

live by its doctrine, page 1 &5 

Construction debris dumped in floodplain 
by Alan Richardson 

NEW RIVER/DVUSD - Fred 
King, a resident ofNew River, was 
fiustrated at what he thought was 
illegal dumping of construction 
debris between the frontage road 
along Interstate 17 (the Old Black 
Canyon Highway) and New River 
Wash, south of New River Road. 
He complalned to the subcontrac-

tor that was dumping load after 
load of materials. He complained 
to the Maricopa County zoning 
enforcement department. And 
finally, on Thursday, July 31, he 
complained to The Desert Advo
cate. 

"They're dumping concrete, 
rebar, rocks, asphalt and dirt some 
1 0 to 15 feet high in areas along the 
wash," King told this newspaper. 
He noted, "I can't get anyone at the 
COUJlty to respond to this prob
lem." King then added, 'This can't 
be right." The section of lantf in 
question lies on the east side of the 
freeway frontage road, south of the 
Roadrunner Restaurant to the New 
River welcome sign. 

The materials being dumped 
were hauled from the old New 
River Elementary School which 
had been tom down this summer to 
make room for a parking lot at the 
new $7.5 million Deer Valley Uni
fied School District elementary 
school, opening August 21. Sever
al front-end loaders, graders and 
bulldozers were digging up the old 
grounds to level the area just to the 
south of the new school buildings. 
Target General, Inc., as the prime 
contractor for the new school, was 
directing the construction work. A 
subcontractor, Fraley Constniction 
of Mesa, was doing the actual 
hauling of debris. 

Hundreds of loads of rock, dirt, 
broken chucks of concrete 1Uld old 
asphalt had already been dumped 
in two portions of the referenced 
property by 1 :00 p.m. on July 31 . 
One section w~ about 150 feet by 
300 feet and had been leveled by 

bulldozers. Dumping was still 
ongoing on the other section, cov
ering about half as much area, 
although it had been partially lev
eled. 

A telephone call to the office of 
Kent Davis, Associate Superinten
dent of DVUSD, prompted Dirk 
Walter, Design and Construction 
Department manager for the 
school distric~ to meet The Desert 
Advocate at the construction site. 
Bot:Jrjle and Target General's on
site construction superintendent 
explained tr.;.t it is normal business 
practice for contractors to contact 
local residents when such fill is 
available to see if anyone would 
want it. 

They pointed to an area along the 
ridge on the mountair! behind the 
school where a large amotmt of 
material could be easily seen, lev
eled out for a possible home site. 

Also noted were sites on the east 
side ofNew River Wash and prop
erty on the west side ofl-17. Both 
expressed their confidence that the 
owner of the property along the 
frontage road had requested 600 
loads of mate1ial be dumped there. 

However, a representative of the 
subcontractor could not identify 
the property owner and would 
only say, "A friend of the owner 
told us it was okay to dump there." 
The dumping continued the bal
ance of Thursday afternoon and 
again Friday moming. 

Ironically, the questionable 
dumping probably saved a dis
traught woman's life on Friday. 
She had stopped at the dump site 
during the nigh~ planning to com-

mit suicide. She did not expect all 
the people who would be coming 
to the site on Friday moming and 
again in the afternoon. (See story 
on Page 1.) 

Telephone calls to Maricopa 
.County Flood Control District 
offices re~ealed that the property in 
question is in the floodway and, as 
such, dumping is not allowed with
out a permit. Further, construction 
materials like concrete, rebar and 
plastic pipe carmot be dumped. A 
quick check of issued permits did 
not tum up any rec;onis of a permit 
for the questioned location. The 
matter was referred to Mark 
Mayer, an inspection manager 
with the Flood Control District. 

Kent Davis, the DVUSD offi
cial, said Thursday afternoon, "If 
we have mate1ial dumped where it 
should not be, we will clean it up." 

On Friday morning, Matt Buck
harmon was at the dump site and 
echoed Davis' commitment 
"We' ll work with the subcontrac
tor to get this material out of here, 
if we've made a mistake," he said. 

Floodplain 
p lease see page 6 
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Floodplain 
continued from page 1 

A quick count noted about 21 new 
loads had been dumped late Thurs
day and early Friday. However, as 
Maricopa County sheriff's 

· deputies and Daisy Mountain Fire 

Department personnel converged 
on the scene in response to the 
woman's suicide threat, further 
dumping was suspended for a few 

' hours. 
By II am., Mayer had been to 

the two dumping locations and 
posted notices that stopped any 

Section One The Desert Advocate August 6, 2003 

further dwnping. The notices read, 
"Work done on this property may 
be in violation of the drainage 
and/or floodplain regulation(s) for 
Maricopa County." The notice 
instructed those doing the work, 
"To prevent possible enforcement 
action, you are notified to call the 

person listed below when the prob
lem is cmTeded." The btight plac
ards further instructed, "Fill should 
be removed or a floodplain use 
pennit should be obtained within 
10 days." 

Persons interested in reaching 
the enforcement man~ger can call 
Mark Mayer at 602-506-6726. 

Merv Giles, Project Manager for 
Target General, told The Desert 
Advocate late Friday morning, 
"We are trying to. reach the owner 
of Fraley Cons1mction to resolve 
this matteE" He reiterated, "If this 
is a problem, we will clean it up." 
School disnict officials were 
unavailable on Ftiday, as the dis-
1lict is operating on a four-day 
workweek ~tuing the summer. •:• 
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Leveled area along frontage road in Nrau River where dumping in the floodplain is under investigation. 

New River School debris still mars floodplain 
by Alan Richardson 

The tmauthorized/illegal dw11p- · 
ing of construction debris from the 
newly built New River School, re
ported in tl1e August 6 issue ofThe 
Desert Advocate, remains LUlre
solved and, to date, the debris re
mains in tlle floodplain. 

The materials, which included 
dirt, rocks, asphalt, concrete, rebar 
and various other construction ma
terials, had been dwnped in an area 
along New River Wash immediate-

. ly east of the I-17 frontage road 
(Old Black Canyon Hwy) and 
soutl1 ofNew River Road. 

Maricopa County Flood Control 
DistTict posted notices of violati on 
on the site for dtm1ping in a flood
plain without a pem1it. The notice 
allowed I 0 days for obtaining a per
mit or removing the materials. 
While some representatives of the 

school's prime contractor, Target 
Genera l, lric. , believed that the 
property owner had given pennis
'sion for the dtunping of 600 loads 
of material, an employee of the sub
contractor thought only that . a 
"friend" of the owner said the site 
would take tl1ose 600 trucldoads. 

Now, more tl1an 21 days later, tl1e 
materials are sti II in the floodplain. 
The concrete and rebar have either 
been removed or bwied under the 
other material. The rocks and dirt 
have been leveled. But, according 
to Flood Control, no permit has 
been issued for dumping at the site 
and the district was planning to send 
another inspector to the location. 

Melissa Lemke, spokeswoman 
for the Flood Control District, said 
that she had been told the property. 
ovmers were out of state and would 
not be back Lmti l sometime m 

September. She did express tl1e dis
trict's apjxeciation for what cleanup 
has occuned. "We're glad they at 
least leveled it out, to make things 
look better," said Lemke, but she 
hastened to add that the contractor 

_will need a pemlit to leave the mate
rials there. And that, she said, "will 
likely require an engineering report 
to make certain tl1at the flood delin
eation has not been affected by what 
they did." 

Fraley Construction of Mesa was 
the subcontractor who did the 
dumping of materials. The school 
distTict, for its pmt, had promised to 
make certain that any improper 

, dumping gets taken care of by the 
appropriate contractor or subcon
tractor. 

An inspector fi·om County Flood 
Control had not been to the site pii
or to press time. •:• 
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Cav Creek to 
FRONT PM1E • • commission 

drairiage plan 
Pay $100,000 to 
flood study L?tli J A f 
By Curtis Riggs f • { 

CAVE CREEK - After a 
several year cooling off peli
od, the town intends to move 
fmward with a drainage mas
ter plan. 

Going through with the 
study of washes, drainage 
and water hazards by the 
j\1artcopa County Flood Con
trol District comes on the 

-heels of - Carefree going 
through the same process the 
l!J.st couple of years. 

'The last time they were 
here they were nearly tarred 
and 'feathe'red - literally," 
Mayor Vincent Francia said 

about what happened when 
Flood Control proposed a 
study in the mid-l990s. 
'They didn't want to move on 
this. In fact, they were afraid 
to even come back out here." 

The Flood Control officials 
received a rude welcome last 
time because of fear of how 
the private property of former 
Mayor Tom Augherton could 
have been affected by the 
study. 

Cave Creek's assistant 
town engineer Jeff Lo said the 
town will deal With public 
comment this time because of 
what happened last time 
around. ~ 

See Drainage page :: I 

J 
~ Draina~e · ...;... 

cont'd from page A-1 

'The guys are still nervous 
up here," said Lo, a former 
Flood Control employee. 
'They want us to deal with 
the public. They wil1 just pro
vide technical support." 

The council approved an 
intergovernmental agreement 
(IGA) with the county in its 
approval of the study. Cave . 
Creek is being asked to pay 
$ 100,000 toward the project. 

The Carefree study cost 
$800,000. Carefree Town Ad
ministrator Jon Pearson said 
Flood Control paid the entire 
cost of the study. 

Flood Control recom 
mended $3 million worth of 
improvements in Carefree. 
The Carefree Town Council is 
. still determining what pro
jects to do first. 

Lo would like to concen-
trate on addressing drainage 
problems in Cave Creek:s 
commerci.al core. He scud 
both Ocotillo Wash and Rowe 
Wash need further study. 

He would also like to see 
the study include taking an
other look at the hydrology of 
Cave Creek wash. 

He said another study 
could take homes out of the 
flood plain of Ocotillo Wash 
near Echo Canyon Road. He 
suggested the homes should 
never have been included tn 
the flood plain in the first 
place. 

Lo adds that the Cave 
Creek and . Carefree studies 
should probably have been 
done at the same time. 

"Almost everything in 
Carefree flows to Cave 
Creek ," he said. 
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Group touts renaming 
park area for Piestewa 
PHOE~UX - A group has 

· formed to urge Phoenix offi
cials to rename the park 
around one of Phoenix's sig
nature peaks for Army Spc. 
I ori Piestewa. 

Arizonan<; for Lori Pies
t ~wa includes the soldier's 
relatives, :eterans and 
n embers c' the League of 
l lnited La tin Am~rican citi
z ~ns, said Eme~: Martinez, a 
~. •ader in fJ ~ newly formed 
] roup. 

Piestewcl from Tuba City, 
c ied in lr<. q in March, be
coming the "1rst female Na
t .ve Amen :c~n soidier killed 
i 1 a foreig·1 war. The state 
changed t~e peak's name 
from Squav.- ;o Pies tewa, and 
now a Phoerlix citizens board 

groups." objec 

Information: (602) 495-
2182. 

County is combining 
3 departments into 1 

PHOENIX Maricopa 
County officials are combining 
operations of its Flood Control 
District with the transpmta
tion and solid-waste depart
ments to form a new Public 
Works Department. 

County officials say the 
move, which will take place 
over 18 months, will in
crease efficiency and r e
duce cos ts. County Adminis
trator David Smith said the 
county could save $1 mil
lion, adding that accounting 
will be kept separate for all 
departments. 

Victim of stabbinQ' 
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County forins public 

:~~~Jt~~~~:i~~~fued sa~gs. 
Works Department is being He added that accounting 
formed. and will be part of the string separation for an · three 
county's ongoing effort to funding sources for the different 
increase efficiency and reduce departments will be maintained 
costs. as required by law. 

Operations and management Employees of the affected 
of Flo_od Control District of departments were briefed earlier 
¥aricopa County, "Q_epartment this week about the changes. 
of Transportation and Solid Existing vacancies and attrition 
Waste Department are being are expected to provide addition
integrated. al savings and the flexibility to 

The move will take place over increase efficiency in certain 
the 18-24 months. The Solid operational areas. 
Waste Department wili be fully Employees were told that lay-
integrated by July 1. offs are not expected. All 

Board of Supervisors changes will be carefully han-
Chairman Andy Kunasek says dled in accordance with 
the integration will generate sav- Maricopa County Human 
ings that can be used to build Resource policies and merit rule 
more roads and provide more compliance. 
flood -protection throughout the Mike Ellegood, Chief 
County. Engiqeer and General Manager 

"A thorough study of these of the Flood Control District, has 
departments ha,s shown that this been named the director of the 

' I' 
move will help us make better new Public Works Department. 
use of taxpayer dollars and Ellegood has 35 years of experi
reduce the duplication of ence in civil engineering, iflclud
efforts," Kunasek said. , ing 22 years in transportation 

County Administrative Officer planning, design, construction 
David Smith said the new Public and management. 
Works Department will be able He has been involved in the 
to redirect collars to capital development and management 
needs, identify economies of of several transportation projects 
scale in all areas and improve· in the Valley including comple
common functions. tion of the Superstition Freeway 

Smith added that the move in Apache Junction and a section 
could provide one million dollars of State Route 51. 
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Mesa's share 
of Gilbert Rd. 
work debated 
~"'-,()I A('~ 

By Christina Leonard 
and Adam Klawonn 

The Arizona Republic 

MESA- Maricopa County 
officials generhlly ask mu
nicipalities to pony up about 
half of the cost of flood-con
trol and road projects. 

But there apparently are 
exceptions to every rule. 

County supervisors last 
week voted 4-1 to pay 
$14 million for construction 
on Gilbert Road. 

And although about half of 
the widening project sits in 
Mesa, the city agreed to chip 
in only about $500,000. 

Supervisor Max Wilson, 
who represents the north
west Valley, questioned the 
arrangement and voted 
against the item. 

Supervisor Don Stapley, 
who represents the northeast 
Valley, said Mesa · has 
chipped in millions for im
provements along other 
areas on Gilbert Road. 

County officials have 
worked with other area enti
ties for years to widen and 
improve Gilbert Road from 
McDowell Road to the Bee
line Highway. 

The 2.75-mile stretch in 
question cuts through Mesa 
and the Salt River Pima-Mar
icopa Indian Community. 

Mesa had funded about 
$30 million for previous 
work to widen Gilbert Road 
between Loop 202 and U.S. 
60, said Jeff Martin, Mesa 
Development Services as
sistant manager. 
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County trail system 
to get eastern links 

By Christina Leonard 
The Arizona Republic 

An ambitious plan to estab
lish a regional trail system cir
cling the Valley took another 
step toward reality Wednes
day as Maricopa County super
visors approved its second 
phase. 

The newly approved 126-
mile section will link parks in 
the far northeast Valley to 
those ·in the southeast Valley, 
connecting Spur Cross Ranch 
Conservation Area and Mc
Dowell Mountain Regional 
Park in the northeast to Usery 
Mountain Recreation Area and 
San Tan Mountain Regional 
Park in the southeast. 

"It's a very fun, light project 
that we're putting a whole lot 
of energy into," Supervisor 

Andy Kunasek said. "We're far 
enough ahead of development 
where we'll be able to provide 
a real quality corridor." 

The entire system, which 
could top 1,o0o miles, will in
corporate existing trails and 
create new ones for people to 
walk, run, hike and ride horses. 
It will use canals, parks and 
flood-control land. 

The first phase includes 221 
miles of trails from the White 
Tank Mountains in the West 
Valley to the Cave Creek Re
creation Area in the northeast 
Valley. That portion could be 
completed in three to four 
years, said Reed Kempton, a 
county planner. 

The third and final phase 
will weave through South 
Mountain Park in Phoenix and 
back to the West Valley. 

:.pmoj Uf'IN.Av J b'W-/A ert 
Connecting Valley's desert parks 
County supervisors approved the second portion of the trail. 

Trail system approved - Planned or existing trails -+--+Phase 3 

Lake Pleasant
Regional Park 

White Tank 
Mountain 
Regional 

~r 

,., ,.1r 

it' Estrella 
Mountain 
Regional 

Park 

Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area l M1les 10 

South Mou~tai {-
Park \ ...._ 

~~ 

Cave Creek 
Recreation Area 

-McDowell 
Mountain 
Regional 

Park 

San Tan Mountain 
Regio,nal Park-

Source: Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department Eric Bakerffhe Arizona Republic 



2 Section One The Desert Advocate October 22, 2003 

Skunk Creek re-vegetation draws many residentS 
NEW RIVER- Despite another 

1 00-plus day, residents from New 
River and adjacent areas turned out 
early Sahm:lay morning, October 18, 
to help restore the damaged north 
bank of Skunk Creek at Honda Bow 
Road. 

Volunteers came dressed for dig
ging and planting, and concluded 
midday by spreading creosote and 
Blue Palo Verde seeds over a wide 
expanse. The event was in recogni
tion of the annual "Make a Difference 
Day and was organized by Maricopa 
County, the New River PTSA, and 
the New River/Desert Hills Commu
nity Association. 

Other sponsors included the New 
River Kiwanis Club and Flood Con
trol District ofMaricopa County pro
viding drinking water, and Emily 
Lane, ERN Artizan Realty, and Sara · 
Vannucci, Southwest Small Business 

§. Group, providing snacks. A compli
~ mentuy hot dog lunch was provided 
j to all Make a Difference Day partici
~ pants by Roadrunner Restaurant, and 
~ trash bags, plant material and tools 

were provided by the Flood Control 
District. County Supervisor Andy . 
Kunasek was present for the entire 
event, and after praising the partici
pants' civic sharing, pitched in to 
shovel, rake, and plant rows of seeds 
until the heat pretty much detennined 
that folks should quit Needless to say, 
Kunasek was responsive to many 
neighborhOOd requests and questions 
from residents, who were happy to 
have him present 

In addition, many employees of 
Flood Control gave their day to 
mulch, guide, instruct, and photo
graph the work and the final results. 
Gary Branum ofFload Control was 
on site early in the morning to set up 
buckets of water, seed, tools and trash 
bags, and to teach safety procedures 
to the volunteers. Project Manager 
AfShin Ahomaiyan focused primari
ly on answering questions of resi
dents. 

Six stations were determined nec
essary for the work at hand as brush 
was raked up, all focused on access to 
the mulching truck. Almost a dozen 

Flood Control people were present to 
work and cheer the younger volun
teers on with their planting. 

Kiwanis members were a1so out in 
force to help, as tents were set up, 
signs raised, and planting supplies · 
distnbuted. The NR/DH Community 
Association saw that participants had 
water, food and resting places. Cub 
Scout Troop 431 was much in evi- . 
dence. The youngest "participanf' 
was but six weeks old. 

The area, approximately 2.5 acres 
across from 7th Avenue on North 
Honda Bow, had been a home site 
and refuse, dead trees and undercover 

' brush remained as a fire hazard to ad
jacent neighbors. The property had 
been prepared during tl).e preceding 
week by Flood Control workers who 
discarded the worst of the brambles, 
leveled the soil somewhat and 
cleared a planting area. 

The creekside desert should now 
bloom in glorious color when we 
have been blessed with rain •!• 
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Backers of recreation strip 
cheer possible mining pact 

By Marty Sauerzopf 
The Arizona Republic 

WEST VALLEY - Backers of a planned 
47 -mile recreation corridor traversing the 
West Valley are praising a tentative agree
ment that could end years of disagree
ment with mining operators who populate 
the Agua Fria and New rivers. 

"It will help make this project happen," 
said Diane Brossart, president of the Val
ley Forward Association and co-founder 
of the Friends of the West Valley Recre
ation Corridor. 

The proposed recreation corridor, 
which stretches from Peoria to Avondale, 
is an ambitious effort to turn dusty r~ver 
bottoms into scenic stretches of parks, 
trails and other amenities, while maintain
ing the rivers' flood-control standards. 

That dream generally didn't include the 
presence of sand-and-gravel miners, but 
Brossart said .talk,s between both sides 
have led to a tentative agreement that 
would call on mining operators to provide 
channels in the river bottoms. Those chan
nels would control floodwaters and clear 
the way for the miles of parks and trails 
envisioned in the corridor. 

"The difference in the cost, if we had to 
do the channelization on our own, is hun
dreds of millions of dollars,". Brossart 
said. 

Rusty Bowers, executive director of the 
· Arizona Rock Products Associa~ion, said 
mining operators and recreation corridor 
backers finally are working together to 
ensure that the rock business can continue 

while aiding the future of the riverbeds. 
"When I came on two years ago they 

were heading straight for court," Bowers 
said of the recreation corridor supporters 
and mining operators. . 

Bowers said the tentative pact won't 
satisfy everyone, since some West Valley 
leaders want mining operations com
pletely out of the rivers. 

"We'll be able to produce product, but 
we won't be able to produce as much," he 
said. "We know it's kind of a donation on 
our part, but the flip side is once the chan
nel is made, it could really be an incredible 
gem on the west side to tie all those com
mUnities together." 

The tentative deal is being reviewed by 
the Maricopa County Flood Control Dis
trict. 
· Meanwhile, recreation corridor back
ers will hold a "vision session" from 8:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Oct. 10 at Estrella Mountain 
Community College, 3000 N. Dysart Road, 
to give an update on the project and hear 
more input from cities, residents and Oth
ers. 

Friends of the West Valley Recreation 
Corridor .also began solicitrng bids last 
week from consultants to help with pro
motion and lobbying for the project. The 
group collected about $40,000 from West 
Valley cities and other interested groups 
to help fund a consultant, who should be 
hired by early November, Brossart said. 

Reach the reporter at 
·marty.sauerzopf@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 
444-6920. 
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Flood evacUation plan to be 
.... -... ' 

\ '7 0 I /~. I ~- I ' • 

proposed. for Aguila 
At the next monthly Aguila Fire 

Department Board of Director-s 
meeting, Sept. 15 at 7 p.m., at the 
Aguila Fire House, located at First 
and Ray Street in Aguila, HRD 
Engineering representative Dave 
Burab will present a flood alert · 
evacuation plan to the public and· 
the Aguila Fire District Board of 
Directors. 

HRD is under contract from the 
Flood Response, Flood Control 
District of Maricopa-C ounty to 

arrange the plan. The presentation 
is expected to address flood alerts, 
responses and evacuation, and gen
erate action recommendations to 
the plan by the residents of Aguila 
Fire District, Aguila Fire 
Department,• Maricopa County 
Sheriff's Office and Flood 
Response Office, since they all 
would be involved during any flood 
alerts, response, rescue and evacu-
ation. · 

It is planned that the Aguila Fire 

Department Fire House will be the 
command center and assembly 
area for those. prevented from 
reaching their homes or rescued 
from their homes, and place from 
which evacuation will be planned to 
other cities and facilities. 

The public is invited to attend. 
For further information, call 

Victor M. Vila, chairman, Aguila 
Fire Department, at 928-685-3087, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through friday. 



1 Second round of flooding hits Wittmann 
l s c I :"'\ ? / ·1'- . ' 

W-i·tt ts 
By Rock Betu 
Sun Correspondent 

Just 10 days after a record rain-
, fall dumped between 3 and 4 inch

es on the Wittmann area, an early 
afternoon storm last Saturday 
once again caused washes to 
rage. While Wittmann only 
received barely a quarter inch of 
rainfall, the area just to the north 
was deluged. It took just a little 
over an hour for all that water to 
make its way to town. When it 
did, many of the wa-shes ran for 
more than five hours. 
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Once again, Dove Valley Road 
and 211th Avenue were closed. 
Several people were trapped on a 
short stretch of Dove Valley Road 
between two raging washes and 
had to wait it out. The big storm 
of Aug. 26 that caused Center 
Street to buckle and crumble over 
the south branch of Wittmann 
Wash had recently been repaired 
by MCDOT and most important
ly, had· the culverts cleared of 
debri& 

Wittmann continued, page A-16 

Dumping into the northwest branch of Wittmann Wash, already 
flowing heavily, was the "Center Street wash," flowing from the 
north. This flow, created in part by MCDOT, is cau ing roaq 
damage and erosion." I-

Runoff from the north flows along Center Street, flooding the 
intersection of Center Street and Dove Valley Road. This is the 
wash created by MCDOT when they tore down an old levee near 
the end of Center Street." 

Wittmann--------
Continued from page A-14 

While there was no flooding 
Saturday from this major wash, the 
somewhat new "Center Street wash" 
is rapidly eroding the road where it 
dumps into the north branch of 
Wittmann Wash. 

The trenches and excavations from 
recent work on what will be the new 
Nadaburg school, quickly became a 
series of ponds, filling up from a wash 

that flowed straight out of the north 
and right into the entry gate of the 
new site. 

There are facts about the desert 
that most old-timers know. Facts like 
even shallow channels that can 
remain dry for years, can also turn 
into small rivers with the right 
amount of rain. Most who have lived 
here a while, can just look at the land 
and tell you if it's prone to flooding. 
It's obviously a skill that newcomers 
to the desert don't have. The develop
ers and engineers that are supposed 
to study this also don't seem to have a 
clue. It can be years between storms 
packing heavy rainfall, but sooner or 
later, the washes rage like they 
always have. As more and more peo
ple move into these outlaying areas, 
more problems with flooding can only 
be expected. 

-~ 
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MATT HINSHAW, TRIBUNE 

RESCUE: Rural/Metro firefighters rescue a m~n from his car Friday at Miller Road and Murray Lane in Scottsdale. 

Wet Weather to continue 

RALPH FRESO, TRIBUNE 

GIVE ME SHELTER:.Three Mesa students, 
Brandon Anderson, left, Paul Armenta and 
Tyrece Wilson seek slielter from Friday's rain. 

Some weekend 
events washed out 

By TONI LAXS.ot• 

TRIBUNE 

The good news is we are get
ting much-needed i 'ai11. 

The bad news is the Easter 
egg hunt, arts festival, unity 
march and other events might be 
canceled. 

According to the National 
Weather Service, 3 inches or 
more of rain is expected in parts 
of the East Valley through 
tonight. 

More than 2 inches fell Friday 

in north Scottsdale, causing 
extensive street flooding along 
the Indian Bend Wash greenbelt, 
debris-strewn roads and at least 
one stranded motorist. 

Forecasters said to expect 
more of the same today, though 
things should start drying up 
Sunday. 

"We have a low-pressure ·cen
ter just sitting there. It's not 
moving anywhere," said Keith 
Kincaid, meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service in 
Phoenix. 

·By Friday night, more than 
one inch of rain had fallen in 

SEE RAIN • PAGE A7 
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RAIN, FOR GOOD OR BAD 

MATT HINSHAW, TRIBUNE 

RESCUE: Rural/Metro firefigh.ters rescue a man from his car Friday at Miller Road and Murray lane in Sc'ottsdale. 

Wet weather to continue 

RALPH FRESO, TRIBUNE 

GIVE ME SHELTER: Three Mesa students, 
Brandon Anderson, left, Paul Armenta and 
Tyrece Wiison seek shelter from Friday's rain. 

Some weekend 
events washed out 

By TONI LAXSON 

TRIBUNE 

The good news is we are get
ting much-needed rain. 

The bad news is the Easter 
egg hunt, arts festival, unity 
march and other events might be 
canceled. 

According to the National 
Weather Service, 3 inches or 
more of rain is expected in parts 
of the East Valley through 
tonight. 

More than 2 inches fell Friday 

in north Scottsdale, causing 
extensive street I flooding along 
the Indian Bend Wash greenbelt, · 
debris-strewn roads and at least 
one stranded motorist. 

Forecasters said to expect 
more of the same today, though 
things should start drying up 
Sunday. 

"We have a low-pressure cen
ter just sitting there. It's not 
moving anywhere," said Keith 
Kincaid, meteorologist with the 
National . Weather Service in 
Phoenix, · 

By Friday night, more than 
one inch of rain had fallen in 

SEE RAIN • PAGE A7 





' Area drainage plan 
meets town approval 

CAVE CREEK - The town 
of Cave Creek has approved 
an intergovernmental agree
ment with Maricopa County's 
Flood Control District to pre
pare an area drainage master 
plan. 

Neighboring Carefree re
cently had the flood district 
develop a drainage master 
plan for the community in 
which seven major snafus 
were identified. 

Several of the drainage 
problems were caused by 
culverts that had become 
clogged with sediment. 



Doubletree 
Continued From Page 2 
County Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Andy Kunasek, 
Supervisor Don Stapley and 
County Director of Public 
Works Mike Ellegood. A fiesta
style lunch was provided by 
Blucor Contracting, Inc., con
tractor of the project. 

Many residents in atten
dance were pleased with the 
new road, including one 
woman who admitted she 
checked her yard during Fri
day's rainstorm to see if the 
drainage project had protected 
her home. 

"It worked. Even with Fri
day's rains there was no flood
ing at our house," said Michele · 
Hamada, who lives at 56th 
Street and Doubletree. During 
previous rains, there had been 
"a lot of water in the yard." 

"I can't say anything bad 
about anything," she added. 
"They did a fabulous job of 

· making people happy." · 
Former Paradise Valley 

Mayor Joan Horne was happy 
to see the project completed. 

"I've been working on this 
since I was on the council 
(1990-96) ," she said. "During 
Friday's storm I checked the 
wash on 64th Street and it was 
running like crazy the way it's 
supposed tp." 

While problems with bro
ken utility lines, design 
changes and street closures 
plagued the project ·and 
prompted complaints from 
many residents, Saturday was 
more of a day of celebration for 
most residents who were 
enthusiastic about how attrac
tive the street is. Others went 
as far as to use the roadwork 
as a learning experience. 

"It was fun for us," said 
Judy Theman. "Our boys are 
3-l/2 and 1-1/2 years old and 
they enjoyed watching the 
trucks." 

2 TOWN OF PARADISE VALLEY INDEPENDENT 

Dedication ceremony marks 
By Wendy Miller more than two inches of rain 
Independent Newspapers on Paradise Valley. 

. The new street and flood 
Bright skies greeted guests control lines managed to carry 

· at the completion of one of the capacity load, but ground 
Paradise Valley's largest and water retained in the Indiao 
most expensive street proj- end Wash at Doubletree forced 
ect. · the de ication site out of the 

On March 6, more than wash and onto the road. The 
100 people showed up to move meant closing the newly 
help dedicate the Doubletree completed street for several 
Ranch Road area drainage hours during the ceremony and 
and street improvement proj- subsequent barbecue lunch. 
ect. In an ironic twist, Mathe~; Guest speakers included 
Nature d ecided to test the Mayor Ed Lowry, Maricopa 
flood capacity of the project 
two days earlier by dumping See Doubletree - Page 5 Two young boys couldn't resist playing in water' left when a 

rainstorm flooded the Indian Bend Wash two days prior to the 
dedication ceremony. Saturday's warm weather and special 
event also brought out others to enjoy the park-like setting. 

Kunasek, chairman, Maricopa County Board of .u ervi
sors (at podium), drew applause from, Mayor Ed Lowry and 

'MiChael Ellegood, Maricopa County Director of Public Works, 
Photos by Wendy Miller/Independent Newspapers and audience members when reflecting on the changes in his 

Gordon Bluth (left), owner, Blucor Contracting, Inc., accepted life during his six years working on the street project. 
a ch,ck for $90,000 from Paradise Valley Mayor Ed Lowry. The r 
check was an early completion bonus for the Doubletree I 
Ranch Road project. 
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Man's leg is amputated 
after patrol :car accident 
_ ·PHOENIX- A man who ran 
from officers was accidentally 
pinned by a patrol car Monday 
and had to have his leg ampu" 
tated, police said. 

-Two officers were question
ing Lance Knight, 23, after re 
cdving a call about shots fire 
near 28th Drive and Larkspu 
Lane, when Knight ran fro 
them, Sgt. Randy Force said. 
Officer Ted 'Olsen tried ·to 
catch up to Knight in his patrol 
car. 

.When Knight turned and 
· tried to run past Olsen's car in a 

I_ _ _! 1. , . .,.....,. . .. ,... .. 
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County solution to street flooding: Wait 4 years 
Linda Mullins says city 

officials told her the prob
lem would be solved when 
the area south of Deer Val
ley Road was developed, but 
that didn't happen. In 2001, 
the couple were told the 
flooding would end when 
the county paved 89th Av
enue south of Williams, but 
that didn't happen. The 
county thought of building a 
retention basin. That hasn't 
happened, either. The city 
sends a crew to pump the 
water, but the Mullinses 
think that's a waste of time 
and money and want a per
manent solution. 

linda and Mike Mullins 
Neighbors have been trying to get something done 
about this Peoria intersection for 12 years. 

Status: City of Peoria En- nearby streets, setting the 
gineering ·Director David stage for the county to fix 
Moody and Mike Ellegood, the flooding by paving 89th 
public-works director for Avenue. Ellegood says he 
Maricopa County, say they will seek funding to carry 
must address flood control through with that solution. 
inalargezonearoundthein- Even if that plan works, 
tersection. Moody plans to Moody says, the end of 
propose that the city do pav- flooding at the intersection 
ing and drainage work on is at least four years away. 

Who's 
responsible: 
Mike Elle
good, Mari
copa County 
public-works 
director. Call 
(602) 506-
8795, or e-mail rogerball 
@mail.maricopa.gov. 

>f 

' Who's : · · L .. 
.. responsible: . 
Mike Elle- ; ·· 
good, Mari-_'\, .. 
copa County 
public-works 
director. Call 
(602) 506- ' . · . 

. 8795, or e-mail rogerbcill 
@mail.niaricopa.gov. · ·' 

of Transporta" 
tion. Call · 
(602) 712-
7227, ore
mail vmen
dez@dot.sta
te.az.us 

Valley residents, especially those who 
;tate bureaucrats. Call 602-444-NEWS 
ch@arizonarepublic.com 
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Head line: County solution to street flooding : Wait 4 years 

Source Web Page : http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/arizona/articles/0328watch28 . 
html 

Linda Mullins says city officials told her the problem would be solved when the area 
south of Deer Valley Road was developed, but that didn't happen. In 2001, the couple were 
told the f lood i ng would end when the county paved 89th Avenue south of Williams, but 
that didn't happen. The county thought of building a retention basin . That hasn't 
happened, either. The city sends a crew to pump the water, but the Mullinses think that ' s 
a waste of time and money and want a permanent solution . 

Status : City of Peoria Engineering Director David Moody and Mike Ellegood, public-works 
director for Mari copa County, say they must address flood control in a large zone 
around the intersection. Moody plans to propose that the city do paving and drainage work 
on nearby streets, setting the stage for the county to fix the f l ood i ng by paving 89th 
Avenue . Ellegood says he will seek funding to carry through with that solution . Even if 
that plan worKs, Moody says, the end of flood ing at the intersection is at least four 
years away . 

Who's responsible : Mike Ellegood, Maricopa County public-works director. Call (602) 506-
8795, or e-mail rogerball @mail . maricopa.gov. 

Copyright 2004, azcentral.com . All rights reserved . 
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Flood Control District seeks comments on flooding 
]GIA\f I' ' 

The Flood .Control District of Peoria and Buckeye. Significant the area. If you own property in and the Agua Fria River on the 
Maricopa County needs informa- changes in recent years require the area but did not receive the east and the Hassayampa River 
tion from citizens, who live in the a study update, according to mailing, you can access both basin on the west. All water in 
area between the Agua Fria and Kelli Sertich, Wittmann project documents online at the this w,atershed eventually drains 
Hassayampa rivers from State manager for the District. District's web site at to McMicken Dam in the city of 
Route 7 4 to the White Tank The Wittmann study area is www.fcd.maricopa.gov or to Surprise, and is discharged into 
Mountains and north of rapidly growing with 68 percent receive by mail, call Sertich at the Agua Fria River. The area is 
McMicken Dam, about neigh- of the land available for develop- (602) 506-0867. characterized by a sharp contrast 
borhood flooding. ment, Sertich said. Conducting Conducting the study before between flat plains -and moun-

'We want to hear from proper- the study now allows the Flood -development occurs benefits tains, with much of the water
ty owners about their experi- Control District to identify flood area property owners by allow- shed still retaining its natural 
ences with flooding in their and erosion hazards ahead of ing the District to evaluate less vegetation. 
neighborhoods and their con- development. costly solutions. The study During the next 18 months, 
cerns," said Supervisor Max "It is Vital that area residents update also will benefit property the District will collect technical 
Wilson, District 4. "I encourage comment now at the start of the owners by reducing the impacts information, identify flood and 
everyone to participate and I'm study so proposed solutions of ~ooding and increasing the erosion hazards and identify pas
excited about the potential respond to community issues," opportunities for multi-use facili- sible solutions to address flood
opportunities for this area." Sertich said. "It is critical that as ties. ing and drainage issues. The 

In 1989, the Flood Control development occurs in the area it The study area, which cov:ers technical analysis will be com-
District of Maricopa County con- _ does not increase drainage and the Trilby watershed, is 307 plete in Spring 2004, Sertich 
ducted an Area Drainage Master runoff or encroach into the flood- square miles bounded by the said. Initial recommendations 
Study for the Trilby Watershed, way and other hazard areas." Hieroglyphic Mountains on the for potential flooding qnd regula
which includes Morristown, The District has mailed an north, the White Tank tory solutions then will be devel
Circle City, Wittmann and por- information brochure and ques- Mountains and McMicken Dam oped, with recommendations 
tions of the cities of Surprise, tionnaire to property owners in on the south, Beardsley Canal complete in DecelJlber 2004. 
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Flood zone information for homeowne 
As Gilbert enters the eighth year of drought-like conditions, 

residents may be surprised to learn that Gilbert has flood rones. 
·In fact, Gilbert slopes from east to west, and in the event of heavy 
rainfall, water can back up in certain places, including the canals. 
Although flooding is not common in Gilbert, residents should 
be aware of this possibility and take some basic precautions. 

Protecting family first and property second should be the top 
priorities during a flood. Residents should turn off electricity 
and gas into the home, then take shelter from the high winds, 
lightning, dust storms and heavy rain. During extreme flooding, 
·esidents should exercise caution around washes and low-lying 

s, which can quickly fill with water during a storm. 
R~ts may also want to inquire about obtaining flood 

insurance, since flooding is not covered by standard proper
ty insurance. Flood insur<;1nce is available through the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), and most 
agents can provide NFIP rates. 

The Town and Flood Control District of Maricopa 

County have taken many measures to reduce the risk of 

flooding in the community. For example, Freestone and 

Crossroads parks serve a dual purpose as retention facilities 

to collect and hold flood waters. Also, .the East .Maricopa 

Floodway helps to intercept flood flows before the water can 

enter Gilbert. For more information about flood zones call 

503-6848. 

Non-Profit Org. 
ecr-wss 

US Postage 
PAID 

GILBERT, AZ 
Permit No.2 



F'UBLIC 
"""'-llllll'lrcNIX, I'Z 
SATURDAY 486,131 

AUG 2 2CI03 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111 11111111111111111111 
AR£ZONA &i.tz:!NO SERY/CE 

Jordan Dacq 
tive Service~ 

337 
, IZ. il. 

avez!The Arizona Republic 

xx .. -~K 1 County P!_otec-

Cour 
on t1 

· By Chri! 
The Ari: ,s-c 

Faced witl: 
going costs, 
has decided Carlos Chavez!The Arizona Republic 
the Cave Bu Jordan Dacquisto (right) and Ron Reddic with County Protec-

tive Services check out a stolen vehicle at Cave Buttes Dam. 
the NortheaE 
ducing · regu 
trols there. 
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it wants to 
from trespa: 
the problem 

County getting tough 
on trespassers at dam 

say, stems fr · By Christina Leonard 
des. The Arizona ~p~lic 

"ATVers 1 50 I {1 t"" 
need trails," Faced with stiff fines and on-
spokesman going costs, Maricopa County 
flood control has decided to take control of 
out there ani the Cave Buttes Dam area in 
up, and the] 
and they h the Northeast Valley by intra-
things raise ducing regular security pa
they grind ur trois there. 
fast. It's just Ithasalreadybannedhot-air 
kind of stuff balloonists from the f.lo.ud..C~>ll-

Officials tro Di1)trict property, and now 
spent more it wants to stop everybody 
year patchi1 from trespassing. The bulk of 
cleaning up 1 the problem, county officials 
mile north say, stems from off-road vehi
Road wher des. 
Road would i "ATVers don't necessarily 
Street. need trails," said Joe Munoz, 

The distri spokesman for the county's 
ages about flood control district. "They go 
rounding thE out there and rev these things 
fenced and J up, and they have their kids 
displav;ng o· and they have food. These 
penal things raise a lot of dust and 

Floo .... .;on1 they grind up the ground really 
signed a $50, fast. It's just not meant for this 
the county's kind of stuff." 
ices to patrol Officials say they have 
ple found on 1 spent more than $27,000 this 
be cited fo year patching up fences and 
criminal dan cleaning up the area about one 

mile north of Pinnacle Peak 
Road where Happy Valley 
Road would intersect with 16th 
Street. 

The district owns and man
ages about 3,500 acres sur
rounding the dam. The area is 
fenced and posted with signs 
displaying ownership and the 
penalty. 

Flood control officials, who 
signed a $50,000 contract with 
the county's Protective Serv
ices to patrol the area, said peo
ple found on the property could 
be cited for trespassing or 
criminal damage depending on 

the circumstances. Munoz 
would not disclose how many 
officers will work the area, nor 
would he say when they would 
conduct the patrols. 

Munoz said flood control 
Chief Engineer and General 
Manager Michael Ellegood be
lieves open space shoUld be 
used, "but when it starts cost
ing you money, you have to 
draw the line." 

In April, county officials 
banned Valley hot air balloon 
enthusiasts from using one of 
their most popular launching 
grounds. They accused mem
bers of the Arizona Balloon 
Club, which had authorized use 
of the area for years, of disre
specting the property by leav
ing gates unlocked, cutting 
fences and traveling off-road. 

Now Munoz said it's the off
road vehicles and gun enthusi
asts tearing up the desert. 

Maricopa County air quality 
regulators have warned the 
district that it may face 
$10,000 daily fines if it doesn't 
take steps to mitigate the dust 
problem created by unauthor
ized activity there. 

"They're just going to have 
to find farther and farther 
places out where the dust isn't 
a problem," Munoz said of the 
off-road enthusiasts. 

As for the balloonists, Philip 
Heinrich, who acts as the 
club's government liaison, said 
they're trying to get their 
launch spot reinstated. And al
though he can't say they've 
never gone off-road, Heinrich 
said members do try to obey 
the rules. 

"It's always been the off
road bikers, in my opinion," he 
said. 
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Flood control agency 
seeks. r.e;i~e~ts;.i input . 
WE~T5.JALtEY _! ThLM.CU"J.:

copa County Floog.Qm!.mlllis:-. 
tnct IS asking West Valley resi
deiits to provide information 
about neighborhood flooding. 

Officials want information 
from people who live in the 
area between the Agua Fria 

· and Hassayampa rivers from 
Arizona 7 4 to the White Tank 

Mountains and nortli of 
' McMicken Dam. In 1989, the 
. district conducted a drainage 
i study of the area, which in
: eludes Morristown, Circle 

City, Wittmann and portions of 
Surprise, Peoria and Buckeye. 

Officials said a new study 
will allow. the district to iden
tify flood and erosion hazards 
ahead of development. The dis
trict has mailed a question
naire to area property owners, 
and it is also online at 
www.fcd.maricopa.gov or by 
calling (602) 506-0867. 
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The students also wri 

essay, participate in an ·, ter
view and present spe hes. 

The final event, th Super 
Quiz Relay, on Sat ·day is 
open to the public. T e Super 
Quiz Relay starts a p.m. at 
North Canyon Hi School, 
1700 E. Union H" Is Drive, 

to Phoenix, in the au itorium. 
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Scottsdale bo rd has 
session on ex principal 

SCOTTSDALE The 
Scottsdale Scho Board will 
hold an executiv session and 
special meetin at 2 p.m. to
day to discuss 1 gal issues re
lated to the cas of former Se
quoya Eleme tary School 
Principal M 1reen Booth. 
The meeting · at the Educa
tion Center, 3 11 N. 44th St. 

in Suspende teacher 
gets date for hearing 
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SCOTTS LE - An em
ployment ear ing for a 
teacher a used of hitting 
students a Ingleside Middle 
School h s been set for 
March 15 nd 16. 

Kim oungblood, who 
teaches tudents who are 
learning ' nglish, has asked 
for the earing in hopes of 
keeping her job after the 
Scottsd le School Board noti
fied he in January that it in
tended o fire her. 

You gblood has filed a 
lawsui against the district in 
Marie pa County Superior 
Court accusing officials of 
mali ous prosecution, con
spir y and libel. 

1nual C refree Fine Art & Wine 
feature more than 165 

::1 artis from throughout the 
!S as ell as a variety of domestic 
·d wines for tasting. Admission: $2. 
::$10. 

p.m. today, Saturday and Sunday 
1 Carefree, Easy and Ho Hum 
:heast of Tom Darlington Drive and 
Road. 

P r y to mark 
en~ {~·~ work 

I on Do bletree 
By Diana Balazs 

The Arizona Republic 

PARAO!SiE VAU .. EY - Res
idents along Doubletree 
Ranch Road in Paradise Val
ley are invited to a block 
party Saturday to celebrate 
the end of a 14-month con
struction project. 

Paradise Valley and the 
Flood Control District of 
Maricopa County are putting 
on the party to mark comple
tion of a $10 million flood
control and street-improve
ment project on Doubletree 
between Tatum Boulevard 
and Invergordon Road. 

Improvements include un
derground storm pipes, 
drains and culverts, curbs 
and sidewalks, recreation 
paths and rubberized as
phalt. 

For putting up with the 
work, the town is treating im
mediate neighbors to a com
plimentary carwash at Lind
strom's Family Car Wash in 
Phoenix. Residents have un
til AprillS to use the offer. 

Saturday's 11 a.m. dedica
tion takes place at Double
tree and the Indian Bend 
Wash crossing behind the 
15th tee on the Marriott Cam
elback Golf Course. Parking 
will be on the north side of the 
street at 56th Street. 

Mayor Ed Lowry will pres
ent a $90,000 check to Blucor 
Contracting for finishing 
work two months early and 
under the $13 million pro
jected cost. 

"I'm just delighted that it's 
finished and that it turned out 
to be a beautiful residential
looking roadway through _,_ 
there," Lowry said. · 

But not all residents are 
happy, arguing that the proj
ect's drainage portion was 
costly and unnecessary. Liz 
Clendenin, a Town Council 
candidate who lives on Dou
bletree, has been a critic. 

"No comment. That should 
send a message," she said. 
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9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, there 
'. -.~will be two southbound lanes . 
· ·&nd one northbound larie open ' 
on Country Club Drive from 
McKellips to McDowell. 

· • If heading to the Phoenix 
Open from the Cave Creek or 
Carefree areas via south
bound Scottsdale Road, left 
turns are banned at Mayo 
Boulevard into the general 
parking lot. Continue south to 
the Princess Drive parking 
entrance. 

• If you plan to use east
bound Loop 101 across the 
north Valley to the Open, 
watch for a lane closure at 
the 56th Street exit, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. today. 

• Scottsdale has set up a 
hotline for Phoenix Open traf
fic reports. The number is 
(480) 312-CITY (2489). 
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It t;; ·been .my tinsci~~tific · 'i~·er~··;no :. 'sp~~~ ~o ge~ ·~?·· · ·• o~~ . 
conclusion that the prime cui- into the intersection legally on a 
prit is the speeder. Any of the : and more space to increase · ligh 
major roads are rife with ve- their speed before they enter vori 
hicles doing well above the legally. The further back the 
posted speed limits. If the po-: boundary of the intersection 
lice would really lean on is, the more limited their 
speeders, the higher fines for field of vision of th~tersec-
speeding would by extension tion becomes, (and) the more 
reduce the necessity of fines difficult it will be for cross 
for run.iting red lights. Why . traffic to see them as they ap-
not punish the culprit before proach. 
they can make the situation 
worse by running the red 
light since they are going too 
fast to stop? 

. - Dave Wuhabau 
Flagstaff 

• Addressing the problem by 
increasing the size of the in
tersection is counte'rproduc
tive. It will give red-light 

- Clulrlle Nardin 
Chandler 

• When the light changes to 
yellow, you judge whether 
you have time to stop before 
entering the intersection. If 
yes, brake. If not, proceed 
with extra awareness of what 
other drivers are doing. Jam
ming on the brakes in an 
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.. Flood relocation 
money annOUllced 

Nature has shown 
us'that the area is 

- · dangerous~ We · 
want to maintain 

in La PaZ County, which will . the area as open By Hernan Rozemberg 
The Arizona Republic 

Dozens of homeowners in 
Maricopa and La Paz counties 
who had property destroyed 
by a walloping flood in Octo
ber will soon be able to sell 

~ their properties and move to 
safer areas. 

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency an
nounced Wednesday that it 
will . give both counties a 
combined $1.33 million so it 
can offer flood victims a 
buyout to prevent a similar 
catastrophe in the future. 

The money is in addition to 
$9 million in emergency fed
eral funds that went to repair 
infrastructure. 

The buyout effort will fo
cus on the two towns hardest 
hit by the flood: Aguila in 
Maricopa County, slated for a 
$732,975 grant, and Wenden 

get $596,910. · · d 
'·'Nature has shown us that . . space an ffiOVe 

the area is . dangerous," said people out of 
Jan Brewer, - chairwoman of harm's W;_ aV: 
the Maricopa ·County Flood · J • 

Control District. "We want to . 
maintain the· area a5 open · 
space and move poople out of 
harm's way."· 

No one will be forced to 
move. But if they stay, it's at 
their own risk. 

"It's a voluntary relocation, 
but they're on their own in 
the event of another flood," 
said Mike Ellegood, chief en
gineer and general · manager 
of the Flood Control District. 

Mary Dahl, La Paz County 
emergency management di
rector, was happy to get word 
of the grant approval 
Wednesday; but said the prob
lem is far from over, adding 
that both counties need to 
team up to forge a solution to 

Jan Brewer 

. Chairwoman of the Maricopa 

. County Flood Control District 
• 

prevent future floods. 
Aguila-and Wenden sit on 

the edge of Centennial Wash. 
Starting on Oct. 21, the usu
ally dry, tree-filled wash ex
perienced what officials 
dubbed a "100-year flood 
event" after heavy rains 
f'illed it with a water flow 
peaking at 24,250 cubic feet 
per second. One man was 
swept ·to his death and more 
than 200 buildings were 
destroyed. 
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CLOSE UP 

Photo by Wendy Miller/Independent Newspapers 
Bill Crooks (right), owner, Wm. J. Crooks, Inc., and Bill Paynt! are working to permanently 
replace 20 mailboxes along Doubletree Ranch R~ad1 The original postal containers were 
documented, then removed prior to the start of the -yearlong drainage and street improve
ment project. 

ALL DONE 
Doubletree project's completion is cause celebre 
By Wendy Miller }~o lltf -
Independent Newspapers If you go 

Rejoice, the end is .near. What: Doubletree street project dedication and block 
For 14 months, resi- party 

dents on Doubletree Ranch When: 11 a.m. March 6 
Road have el).dured Where: 5800 block Doubletree Ranch Road, at Indian 
detours, dirt and downed Bend Wash 
utilities , not mention their, Who: Residents are invited to attend. A fiesta lunch to 
occasional _bumpy bottoms be provided by Blucor Contracting. Guest speakers will 
from driving on · bumpy be Andrew Kunasek. chairman. Maricopa County Board 
streets . of Supervisors; Supervisor Don Stapley, and Mayor Ed 

However, on March '6, Lowry. . . . 
the beeping back-ups, cut General parking: Staff-directed parking, north side of 
cables and delayed deliver- street 
ies will become things of 
the past when the . Town L-----------~------------------~--------~ 
and its residents celebdtte . together the project's good contractor and the 
the completion of on~ of its · major players to reflect on flood control personnel did . 

' most c.ontroversial ; and the enormity of the under- a good job administering to· 
arguably most attracttye. taking. . · · .. the work." 
projects. · . . "For a project so huge it · . Capping the ceremony 

Construction began Jan- . went pretty well ," Pat Neal,- will be- a fiesta-style lunch
uary 2003 on the Double- the Town's project manager eon provided by project 
tree :Ranch Road drainage said. "It was a hardf?hip_for contractor Blucor Con
ahd :street improvement !Tesseract) school and: a tracting, Inc. 
project, a joint effort of the . major inconvenience for Guest speakers will 
Town of Paradise Valley 'residents in the area but include PV Mayor Ed 
and the Ma~_i_~<2;£a _County- they · were all super. We Lowry and Maricopa Coun-
FJoo~ Contro D1Str'ict. were blessed by the resi-
~s Sa urday's Cletlica- dents, who went beyond 

tion ceremony will bring understanding. We had a See co41ete- Page 6 



C I t ground storm drain laterals drainage was not necessary ,omp e e also were called 'for. north on Doitbletree and did not 
· · "~ · and south of Doubletree to warrant a multi-million dol-

Continuea From Page 1 catch and caru flood water lar expenditure. 
ty supervisors Don Stapley on 52'na Street and Butler Since the t>eginning of 
and Andy Kunasek . Also , a Drive, 56th Street north to construction in January 
permanent plaque will be Doubletree , and on Tatum 2003, sections of the project 
unveiled. Boulevard from Horseshoe have -been plagued with such 

Discussions to improve Road to Doubletree. problems as utilities out-
flood control along Double- Doubletree itself would be ages , due mostly to outdated 
tree and adjoining lateral lowered to carry excess - utility line maps and 
streets began about a decade floodwater into Indian Bend decrepit utility lines, one
ago, after a 10-year event Wash. way traffic. open sewer lines, 
flood in 1992 overflowed To beautify the corridor, detours, · dust, and torn-up 
Cherokee Wash. The flood- existing ditches on both roads. 
ing prevented worried par- sides of the road would be Many · of these same 
ents from picking up their · eliminated, while desert detractors. argued the Town 
children from Cherokee Ele- landscaping and recreation made claims regarding con
mentary School, 8801 N. paths would be added to . struction it didn't keep, such 
56th St., for several hours. roadway shoulders. Rubber- as finishing one section at 

It was one of seven severe ized asphal~ would be time before starting work on 
storms since 1970 cited by applied to the street surface a new stretch of road. 
the ·Town to have caused for a quiet and durable ride. However, Town officials 

er. Th~ Town has been· very 
ac.c'ommodating,.. said 
Sigrid ~bing. who lives in the 
6200 btock ofDoubletree . 

Her only- peeve was the 
colored rock th€ landscaper 
had chosen to_ readorn her 
front yard . The grayish 
stones were to overlap, and 
thus clash, with the existing 
red stones in the main front 
yard. The matter was 
resolved when the Town. 
agreed to use red rocks on 
the main yard and the gray
ish stones in the right-of-

t , 
way. · , 

Most residents agreed Mr. 
Neal · and Blucorp represen
tatives did their best to 
resolve problems as they 
arose. flooding in the area, which A curvilinear design would said their statements were . · . . 

includes about 185 homes. enhance the scenic view misinterpreted and it would . In the end, the proJect, IS 

~ .. plans called for flood · while calming traffw; ~"~·" :;~ 1be ,tmposstble to: • work effi- , flq~shed a mo~!IJ ~.head of 
co'Wi:'¥ol improvement by While most resldents·sup-'" 'c're·n:tly W1thout cbnturrertt :- schedule, earning-Blu<:orp a . 
u# dt!tgrounding storm ported the projec.t's street . projects . $90,000 early completion 
drains and culverts under improvement plans , some For others, it's been a bonus . 
Doubletree to carry water to opposed the flood control smooth ride. Final costs for the project 
Indian Bend Wash . Under- aspect, -cla~ming added "This has not been a both- . have yet to be complied. ~ 
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r-- Supervisors -hold 
line o? tax rate 

IS"VI 1 P 
The Maricopa County 

Board of Supervisors 
approved an overall property 
tax rate Monday tha t 
remains the same as last fis
cal year. The. combined rate 
is $1.54 for every $100 of 
assessed valuation, which 
includes a primary property 
tax rate of $1.12, a secondary 
debt service rate of 7 cents, a 
flood control district rate of 
21 cents, and a library dis
trict rate of 05 cents. 

J ennifer Ryan, (480) 898-6535 
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Balloonists steaming at site loss 
COUNTY CLOSES 

TAKEOFF, 

LANDING AREA · 

By MIKE RMEA 
Arizona Business Gazette 

Valley hot-air balloon opera
tors are steaming over a decision 
by the Maricopa County Flood 
Control District to close a pop
ular takeoff and landing area 
north of Phoenix. 

Citing federal dust regula
tions and liability issues, the 
Flood Control District banned 
access to the area around Cave 
Buttes Darn on May I . 

Commercial balloon opera
tors have used the 3,000-acre 
parcel north of Jomax Road and 
west of Cave Creek Road for 
about 20 years. 

Balloonists still fly near Cave 
Buttes because they have per
mits to use state trust land to the 
north and west. But moving off 
county land has changed the 
flight patterns. 

Brian Holmes, president of 

....... \ . 
~ < 

" . . . 

File photo by Mike Fimea; Arizona Business Gazette 

Hot-air balloons have been forced off land north of Phoenix controlled by the Maricopa ~oimty Flood Control District. 

Phoenix-based Hot Air Balloon 
Co., said flights that once 
landed east of Interstate 17 now 
carry as far west as 51st Avenue. 
With growth in the Valley push-

.. 
ing farther north, those vacant 
parcels are likely to be filled in 
as soon as two years. 

"Developing is exploding out 
there. They're scraping land 

around 27th Avenue from 
Happy Valley Road to the Care
free Highway," Holmes said. 

Holmes and other pilots be
lieve the Flood Control District 

banned balloons because they're 
an easy target. The flights drift 
slowly across the early-morning 
sky and are easy to spot. 

"Why suddenly are we the 
problem?" Holmes said. "The 
district told us they realize that 
other people are using the area 
and causing dust. But they don't 
have the money to chase down 
every dirt biker that busts a gate 
open and cuts through a fence." 

Michael Ellegood, general 
manager of the district, con
cedes that balloonists are not the 
sole cause of the dust problems 
that sparked a citation in Janu
ary from the county's Environ
mental Services Department. 

"The bigger issue is off-road 
vehicles," Ellegood said. "They 
come in and just absolutely de
stroy public facilities at tremen
dous taxpayer expense." 

The district's problem with 
balloons is with the "chase vehi
cles" that pack up equipment af
ter the balloon lands. Ellegood 
said the balloonists have keys to 
gated roads in the Cave Buttes 
area. 

"In their zeal to recover their 

Balloon /Page BG16 



Balloon 
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balloons, they'll unlock the 
gates and leave them open," he 
said. 

. "We warned them several 
times, but all we get is a lot of 
arm waving and 'it's not us.' We 
don't want people back there, 
and we don't want off-road vehi
cles back there. We can't risk a 
$10,000-a-day fine (for federal 
dust violations)." ' 

Balloon pilot Bob Romanes
chi said the natural air phenome
non near Cave Buttes offers ide
al flying conditions. Calm, pre
vailing winds from the east al
low the balloons to safely land 
near Interstate 17. 

"If we 're not allowed to use 
the roads we're familiar with, it 
changes our flight characteris
tics," said Romaneschi, who 
also owns a balloon repair and 
maintenance company. "Once 
we leave the ground, we have no 
control over where we land. We 
warit to find a reasonable solu- · 

tion and gain access to (Cave 
Buttes) at least on an emergency 
basis." 

Holmes and Romaneschi say 
Phoenix is behind the district's 
decision to close access. As part 
of an intergovernmental agree
ment signed in 1994, rangers 
from the city's Parks and Recre
ation Department provide secu
rity at Cave Buttes. 

In the early 1990s, Romanes
chi said, balloon operators were 
told that although Cave Buttes 
would someday be developed as 
a city park, the Flood Control 
District would allow them ac
cess. 

"There has been no immedi
ate development, but more con
trol has been handed over to 
(the) Phoenix parks (depart
ment)," Romaneschi said. 

"It's not the county pulling 
the strings. As long as Phoenix 
doesn't want us there, the dis
trict won't change their minds." 

Rene Vera, a Parks and Recre
ation administrator with the city, 

said trespassing in Cave Buttes is a 
major problem that came to a head 
when the county was cited for dust 
violations. 

He said the operators of remote
control airplanes are the only 
group with permission to use the 
area. 

"This isn't a permanent use of 
the land; five years from now, resi
dents will be living right there," 
Vera said. 

"One of the problems with 
growth is that some uses aren 't al
lowed any more. I used to go dove 
hunting at 43rd Avenue and the 
river bottom, but you can 't do that 
now.'-' 

Ellegood said be is willing tore
consider the ban if the dust control 
and trespassing issues can be ad
dressed. 

"I'm hopeful we can work 
through what needs to be done and 
allow the balloons back in there," 
he said. "What I'm opposed to is ir
responsible use of the land. It's not 
like they haven't been warned 
before." 



ParK plan 
~ supported 
by Babbitt 

Paul Connors/The Arizona Republic 

Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt (second from right) 
leads a tour of land proposed for addition to White Tanks Re
gional Park. 

White Tanks 
would gain 
federal land 

By Kathleen Ingley 
The Arizona Republic 

Maricopa County can count 
on support from the top in its 
plan to add 2,880 acres of 
federal land to White Tank 1 

Mountain Regional Park. 
Interior Secretary Bruce 

Babbitt highlighted his enthu
siasm for the deal with a hike 

~ ~ ... -
"We are heading in this 

Valley r ight down the path of 
Los Angeles," he warned. "We 
are risking the values that 

, mak~ it such a special place." 
With growth roaring into 

the West Valley, for instance 
Babbitt sees White Tank park 
as an "isl.and that will inevita
bly be isolated in an on-

, slaught of tens of thousands 
of homes." 

So it makes sense he said 
to set aside more land there. ' 

"This is a really remark
! a~le park and a beautiful 
1 piece of desert," he marveled 

looking out over creosote~ 
: blanketed in tiny yellow 

blooms and saguaros crownea 
,with flower buds. 
1 Protecting such broad 
,areas of open space is just 
the type of "big, robust plan" 
that Babbitt urges throughout . 
the Valley and Arizona. 

·"We've got to have more 
than a postage-stamp-sized 
park," he said. 

Last month the county 
Board of Supervisors voted 
unanimously to request more 
land from .federal Bureau of 
Land Management, an agency 

under Babbitt's jurisdiction. 
The 26,332-acre park, the 
county's largest, was created 
through a series of land dopa
tions from the BLM. 

Federal law allows the 
agency to provide land free 
to local governments for re
creation . . 

Andy Kunasek, ~hairman 
of the Board of Supervisors, 
and Jan Brewer, the supervi-

See PARK I Page 4 

PARK· I 
1Babbitt 
backs 
addition 

From Page 1 

sor representing. · the north
west Valley, joined Babbitt on 
his White Tanks excursion. 

Both want to move quickly 
to add the · BLM property, 
which runs · along the west 
side of the White Tanks: 

Noting that Babbitt's ap
pointment will end in eight 
months, Kunasek said, 
"There's no guarantee that 
your replacement will even 
be able to find Arizona on the 
map." 

The county is also looking 
to acquire about 14,000 acres 
of BLM land along Interstate 
17 in the far north. . 

If the county doesn't step 
in ~d request the 'most valu
able parcels, Kunasek said, 
there's the risk that the BLM 
might someday trade it away. 

The vast expanse of empty 
desert surrounding White 
Tanks park is deceptive, 
Brewer said, when develop
ers "are envisioning a bunch 
of red tile roofs from here to 
kingdom come." 

· "If we don't 'do this now for 
this region, it will be gobbled 
up," she .said. 

Michael Taylor, BLM's 
Phoenix field manager, will 
make the final decision on 
whether . to .grant the land to 
Maricopa County. · Other 
claims, such as mining and 
grazing leases, must be set- · 
tied, he said, and public hear
ings will be held. But he 
foresees no large hurdles. 

The BLM land that would 
be added to White Tanks park 
ineludes ridges and bajadas, 
the lower slopes that are rich 
iiJ. vegetation and wildlife. 

That pleases Babbitt, who 
said,. "The r eal beauty out 
here is these bajadas." 

State trust land also sur
rounds the White Tanks, and 
local r esidents are trying to 
preserve it. · Unlike federal 
land, it must be sold or leased 
to the highest bidder, with the 
money going to education. 

Del Webb and Johnson In
ternational have applied to 
buy much of the trust land 
around the White Tanks. 

Babbitt said he doesn't plan 
to comment on that issue. 

However, he has an ambi
tious ' plan to protect other 
large pieces of trust land 
through a complex version of 
a trade. The trust land would 
end up with the BLM, where 
it could be managed for pres
ervation. The state would 
pick up federal property that 
could be sold. 

So far, Gov. Jane Hull is 
cool to the idea and questions 
whether the state would be 
shortchanged. 

Babbitt is still optimistic, -t 
saying there's plenty of fed
eral land for the state to 
choose from. ' 

"We're willing to engage in 
an impartial appraisal proc
ess," he said, to make sure 
the deal is fair. 
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View photo by Owen K. Martin 

River reflections 
Life-long West Valley resident Fritz Armator stands at the 115th Avenue 
bridge over the Gila River near what was once a gathering place in the 
1950s for those seeking a place to fish, swim and sunbathe along the sandy 
shore of the desert river. Those who remember the "Gila River Beach" said 
they guess it to have been between 115th Avenue and El Mirage Road. 

The-Water 
ran clean 

: Longtime W. Valley residents 
reflect on the Gila River's past 
by Anna Foard. . . r 
staff writer { ) 0 I r1 

A look down from the 115th A venue bridge reveals 
small pools of brownish water peeking through the blanket 
of green treetops . 

The Gila River, a haven for wildlife and a sometimes
destructive force to the communities nearby was also, 
decades ago', a place where people 
came to rehix and enjoy the day. 

"It was a little bit salty, but it 
was clean," said Fritz Amator 
as he looked down on the river. 
"We'd go swimming in it in the 
summer almost every day." 

Amator, a longtime resident 
of the West Valley, has lived for 
more than 30 years in a yellow 
house on 115th Avenue just north 
of the river. 

He' s endured floodwaters four 
feet high in his home, yet hi s 
stories of the Gila of his youth 
seem to reveal a longing for what 
once was. 

From baptisms to fishing 
Amator was born next door to 

where he lives now, and said he 

LIFE ALONG 
THE GILA 

PART SIX 
IN A SERIES 

remembers a different stream of cars driving by his house 
- not the mass number of rumbling trucks and fast
moving cars that pass by his home today. 

"We' d see a bunch of cars come down here Sunday 
morning. We'd figure, well , they're goi ng down to have 
a baptism. So we'd follow them down, si t on the bank of 
the river and watch them in the river," Amato1 said. "We 
always called them holy rollers, but I don't know what 
church they belonged to." 

This was back in the 1940s, when the river was still 
clean enough to swim in, Amator sa id. 

(See EI Ro on page A40) 
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"They had regular places where the 
water was deep and people could go 
swimming," he said. "It was regular water 
that came up through the ground back 
then ... It seeped up out of the ground, 
two, three miles east of here ... You could 
see it a couple miles east of here bubbling 
out of the ground." · 

Some folks preferred fishing at the river 
to s-wimming. 

"We used to go down there fishing as 
kids, because it was not too far away from 
Tolleson . We used to walk there," Rod 
Rodriguez of Tolleson said. "To me, it 
was a thrill. You won't believe it, but we 
didn' t dare go into the Salt or the Gila 
because it had a little bit too much water. 
But I used to go swimming in the Agua 
Fria." 

Still others spent their time by the river 
munching on lunch. 

"We picnicked over in that area when 
I was quite small, probably in the '30s. 
There were a lot of trees there, so there 
was plenty of shade," said Lila Schneider 
of Avondale. "Mother would cook a 
bunch of chicken and stuff- always fried 
chicken." . 

Schneider's brother, Morris Aragon of 
Phoenix, said he remembers going down 
to where the Gila River meets the Agua 
Fria. 

"It was nothing but thick brush. 
Sometimes we'd take a little time and go 
out there and we'd cut some of the paths 
away. Make little paths going down close 
to the river," said Aragon, who used to 
fish at the river. 

As far back as the late 1920s, people 
from the Goodyear camps in the Litchfield 
Park area would take Litchfield Road 
down to the river to swim, Aragon said. 

With Phoenix still a young town, the 
water was still clean enough to swim in 
and fish from, he said. 

"People weren't throwing too much 
trash around the Salt River Valley. This 
was way back," Aragon said with a laugh. 

The trees and brush provided relief from 
the desert heat, too. 

" It was a lot cooler than where we lived. 
We lived in Avondale and the river was 
maybe a mile away from us," Schneider 
said. "There were a lot of tamarack trees 
and there was water ... I never did like 
water too much. I know my brothers did. 
They also fished when the river was run
ning. There was real river water then." 

Then in 1963, it completely dried up, 
and a few years later, effluent water began 
to flow from the 9lst Avenue Waste 
Water Treatment Plant, Amator said. 

Since then, the Gila River has ceased 
to be a local haven for swimming, fishing 
and picnics. Instead, murky waters and 
trash seem to plague the once-frequented 
river. 

The aricopa County Flood <:::ontrol 
pistrict'~ El Rio projeCt and its plans to 
restore the native wildlife of the river; 
however, may allow West Valley resi
dents to enjoy the Gila once more. 

Anna Foard can be reached by e-mail at 
afoard@ westvalleyview. com. 

.... ... ,... . ... 
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CLOSE UP FRONT PA~( 

Photo by John Wolfe/Independent Newspapers 
Gold Canyon Citizens for Incorporation co-chairman Bob Reveles explained his group's. 
objectives to the Apache Junction City Council at last Monday's study session. 

HuRRY UP AND ~ .. WAIT? 
A.].'s issues may stall GC incorporation 
By John S. Wolfe 
Independent Newspapers 

The campaigns to create -
and to fight - the incorpora
tion of Gold Canyon have 
been under way for more 
than a month. 

Yet such energy may be 
wasted for one simple reason: 
the city of Apache Junction. · 

As City Manager George 
Hoffman told the city cou,ncil 

· at an Oct. 20 study session on 
the matter, there are two 
issues from the city's perspec
tive. 

"One is the issue of the 
'whaf; that is, should Apache 
Junction support an incorpo
ration vote?" he said. "The 
other issue is one of'when.' 

'i\s your city manager and 
as a resident, I would offer for 
your consideration that the 
question of 'when' should be 
considered first," Mr. Hoff
man continued. "With the 
future of our western and 
southern borders so uncer
tain, I believe it is premature 
and ill-advised to negotiate 
over our eastern border." 

According to Arizona state. 
statutes, any city within six 
miles of a locale looking to 
incorporate must -give its 
blessing. 

Because Apache Junction 
has its own !arid issues - ifs 
been waiting seven years for 

word on a 19,000-acre annex
ation plan for south ofU.S. 60 
- city officials are unlikely to 
endorse any proposal at this 
tin'J.e. 

Those cir'cumstances did 
not stop Gold Canyon resi
dents from attending the 
study session to offer their 
perspectives. 

Bob Reveles, co-chairman 
of Gold Canyon Citizens for 
Incorporation, began his 1 a
minute appeal. by reading a 
letter from former Apache 
Junction mayor Roy W Hud
son. 

Mr. Hudson noted that 
Gold Canyon is in about the 
same position Apache Junc
tion was in more than 25 
years ago, prior to incorpora
tion. 

"The major challenges we 
faced then are pretty much 
the same challenges faced 
today - Mesa annexation of 
lands important to Apache 
Junction's growth pattern; 
the charge that our communi
ty couldn't afford to run a city; 
the paving of roads, and the 
always present fear of an 
increase in taxes," Mr. Hud
son wrote. 

"But you know what? 
Apache Junction bas more 
than met most of the chal
lenge," he added. 

Mr. Reveles said his group 
wants Gold Canyon to be able 

to determine its own future. 
He envisions a city of Gold 

Canyon joining forces with 
Apache Junction officials on 
issues like Mesa's annexation 
plans; flight 'paths for 
Williams Gateway Airport; 
the future U.S. 60 bypass; 
and long-range transporta
tionneeds. 

Michael Rumptz, leader of 
Residents for Financial 
Responsibility, used his time 
before the council to question 
the community's ability to pay 
for itself. 

"I feel the (incorporation) 
committee and the communi
ty are not ready for incorpora
tion," he said. "There's not a 
tax base." 

He also questioned the 
budget figures being used by 
the Gold Canyon Citizens for 
Incorporation. 

"They're not considering 
public works or the infra
structure," he said. "Some are 
pressing for parks and 
libraries, but there's nothing 
in the budget. It's a false 
promise. 

"It shows an unrealistic 
understanding of the real 
costs," he added. 

After each side's com
ments, Mayor Doug Coleman 
made it clear that this discus
sion may be premature. 

!,._' 

See Canyon - Page 9 
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Continued From Page 1 
"I don't feel I can say no, I 

don't feel J can say yes," he 
said. "But I do feel I can say, 
'Not atJhis time."' 

He noted that the state of 
Arizona is not eager to create a 
bunch of small, ineffective gov
ernments where one solid one 
might suffice. 

He also cited the issue of the 
19,000 acres, now tied up in a 
dispute between the State 
Land Department and the 
Maricopa County FloQ.d Con
troLDistrict. 

"The flood control .issue 
needs to be settled," he said. 
"We've had the request since 
1996 but ifs no closer to being 
resolved." 

He concluded by saying, ·"It 
would be an injustice to our 
35,000 residents if I were to 
say anything else." 

l'J"o other council member 
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Ph by John Wolfe/Independent Newspapers 
Michael Rumptz, center, and members of the Residents for 
Financial Responsibility wore yellow ribbons to the council 
study session last week to show their opposition to Gold 
Caoyon's incorporation. 

spoke. 
Outside the council cham

bers, Mr. Rumptz said he 
believes Gold Canyon should 
remain an unincorporated 
part of Pinal County. 

"Incorporation is a good 
idea and has many benefits," 

he said, before adding, "in its 
proper economic time and 
place." 

Mr. Reveles said he hopes 
the city council reserves judg
ment until his committee com
pletes the necessary petitions. 

He noted that his group is 

also waiting on the city council 
- to determine Apache Junc
tion's growth corridor and 
boundaries. 

On a related matter, there 
will not be a debate of the issue 
on Nov. 5. 

The Gold Canyon Democ
rats invited both sides to their 
monthly meeting, and the pro
group was willing to take part, 
but Mr. Rumptz said his group 
was not interested. 

"Our time will· be much bet
ter spent polishing off our due 
diligence," he said. 

Rather than get into a "cat 
fight" on Nov. 5, he said his 
group is planning an event in 
mid-November to unveil its 
report against incorporation. 

The Gold Canyon Democ
rats will instead have a plan
ning meeting at 7 p .m. in the 
Ocotillo Room of Mountain
brook Village. 

Don Blank said the Democ
rats hope to have a' debate with 
both sides in December or 
January. 



yes, 1t nuns. 1ne uegn:::c w 
which it hurts apparently va
r iP" and depends on the skill 
o· piercer and the pain 
th1 _..,nold of the piercee. 

It was described to me in 
terms ranging from "a mild 
pin prick" to "a Jot, really a 
lot." 
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Sunset today: 6:55 p.m. 
Sunrise Thu.: 6:05 a.m. 
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Moon sets Thu.: 2:18 a.m. 
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Sedona nr 30 76 40 s 
Show Low 69 17 72 32 s 
Sierra Vista 74 42 80 46 s 
Springerville 66 9 ·~ 30 s 
Tucson 83 43 49 s 
Wickenburg 85 44 54 s 
Willcox 72 37 18 40 s 
Williams 62 28 67 30 s 
Winslow 68 19 73 38 s 

61 90 57 s 
93 63 s 

·-
76 43 s Columbus. G/1 64 60 .53 62 41 sh 55 43 w 
73 34 s Columbus. OH 48 38 1 4634c 47 38 c 
80 48 s Concord. NH 35 27 .06 39 26 c 56 33 pc 
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87 51 s Dallas 57 42 64 40 s 71 49 s 
86 45 s Dayton 42 35 I 45 34 c 47 36 c 
78 42 s Denver 55 22 71 39 s 75 39 s 
68 31 s Des Mmnes 35 26 55 31 s 66 42 s 
75 39 s Dello1l 33 30 t4430pc 5636pc 
89 59 s Duluth 42 II 55 31 s 56 35 pc 
92 62 s Durango 60 13 67 25 s 62 28 s 

Miami Beach 85 76 B~ ol 111 1~ ~~ pc :;,prgumo. IL J':J J) ~~~ 

Midland b2 34 71 43 s 78 49 s Syracuse 34 27 .03 43 
Milwaukee 34 28 .01 44 30 s 50 36 pc Tallahassee 69 64 .59 fi9 
Mpls·SI. Paul 49 22 54 33 s 63 41 po bnpa 85 73 .08 78 
Mobile 65 63 1.48 62 41 c 66 45 -..peka 47 32 I 57 
Nashville 60 54 52 39 sh 54 42 1sa 42 34 60 
New Orleans 69 61 2.21 58 43 c 67 46 P- ,/alia Walla 76 53 64 
I lew York City 37 31 .35 40 36 sh 52 39 sh Washington 41 37 tl5 
Norfolk. VA 48 44 51 47 sh 55 47 sh Wicl ula 50 31 I 58 
llorlh Platte 45 II GO 31 s 70 38 s Vllch 1la Falls 58 32 66 
Okla City 48 35 (11 35 s 73 45 s Wi lkes·Barre 38 30 42 

Overall, however, I'm 
thinki ng it can't hurt that 
much or you wouldn't see so 
nany pierced navels around. 

ill! t d 
ly cloudy. r·rain. Hog. sh-showers. sl·snow flurries. sn·snow. W·WIIldy. lh· thunderstorms. l·ice. H race. Ill no report. cl clear. c·cloudy. 

If you are going to have 
your navel pierced - and 
God only knows why you 
would want to do that, but I 
guess it's not my business -
have ·it done by a reputable, 
tra ined piercer. ln other 
words, not your best friend's 

. cous in who did her own one 
clay when her parents weren't 
home. And follow carefully 
the post-piercing care in
structions or you might end 
up with an infected belly but
ton, which sounds extremely 
gross, if you ask me. 

~Ill 

I had a note the other day 
from a doctor who specializes 
in sleep research. He said it 
is possible to dream while 
you are snoring. That's nice 
to know. 

Reach Thompson at clay. thompson 
@arizonarepubli c.corn or (602) 
444-8612. 

Ry Kerry Fehr-Snydcr 
The Arizona Republic 

The mosquito-borne Wes t 
Nile viru s will make its w::.~y 
to Arizona this year, several 
health officials predicted 
Thesday, and elderly resi
dents will be especially vul
nerab le to its most serious ef
fects, the brain-swelling of 
encephalitis. 

Arizona will join 44 other 
states batt] ing to control 
mosquitoes and prevent the 
spread of a aisease that killed 
more than 270 in the country 
last year, said Craig Levy, 
head of the state Health De
partment's vector-borne and 
zoonotic disease program. 

"It's entrenched, it's 
spreading fas t, and we'll 

have to deal with it, too," 
Levy told other health offi
cials at a three-day disease 
conference in eas t Mesa . 

What began as a small out
break in New York in 1999 
has turned into "a major pub
lic health threat" infecting 
more than 4,100 people last 
year. Arizona was one of four 
states unaffected so far. In
stead of growing by hun
dreds of cases, the West Ni le 
virus exploded by thousands 
last year and was "a major 
wakeup call for many of us," 
Levy said. 

Diseased birds C!lrry the 
virus, which is then transmit
ted to people by mosquitoes 
who have fed on the birds. 
Based on the migratory pat
terns of birds in Ar izona, 

Levy said he wouldn't be sur
prised to see the first case of 
West Nile in the southern re
gion, perhaps Yuma. He also 
said Arizona has a long his
tory with the related St. Louis 
equine virus that has been a 
forerunn er to West Nile, "so 
it's going to hit ns potentially 
hard." 

"We are guaranteed pretty 
much to see it in Arizona," 
Levy said, "and it has the po
tential to be serious." 

Despite Arizona's dry cli
mate, desert urbanization 
has spawned a breeding 
ground for mosquitoes. Pet 
water dishes, children's toys, 
puddles under outdoor fau
cets and stagnant swimming 
pools all are fertile are~ts for 
breeding mosqu itoes. 
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Dr. Peter Kelly, an in fec
tious disease specialist with 
the sta le Department of 
Health Services, warned that 
even milo cases of West Nile 
virus come on quickly and 
give patients fatigue, head
aches, malaise and other flu
like symptoms. Twenty per
cent· of cases also give pa
tients a rash. 

More severe cases, he 
said, resu lt in encephali tis, "n 
very diverse disease" tha l of
ten leaLis to fever, weakness, 
nat)sea, vomi ting and even 
death. 

"This is basically a disease 
of olcier people," Kelly sa id , 
adding I hat the median age 
for West Ni le vims encepha
litis is 59 ;mel the median age 
fo r deaths from it is 78. 
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An auld lang sign hangs on the 
door of Bob Spencer's under
ground office. Not like a base
ment is underground, but really, 
truly underground, with a lot of 
concrete, rock and dirt separating 
him from the sky. 

Dn the sign a colorful cartoon 
shows a man named "Bunker 
Bob" emerging from beneath the 
surface. 

Spencer's actual title is Mari
copa County emergency manage
ment director, but "Bunker Bob" 
fits . 

County employees lightheart
edly call their Emergency Man
agement Operations Center "the 
bunker." The installation is · 
carved several feet under a gran
ite knoll at the Arizona National 
Guard headquarters in Phoenix's 
Papago Park. 

After a history as a bulwark 
against communism and years of 
use to manage local disasters, 
tonight the bunker becomes Y2K 
Central. ' 

Not that Spencer is too wor- · 
ried. He's looking forward to a 
pretty quiet night. · 

He smiled and gazed out· 
toward downtown Phoenix as he 
stood atop the knoll. Below, an 
olive-green military radar dish the 
size of a minivan whirled noisily. 

"At midnight I'll probably not 
be in the bunker, but up here 
watching the fireworks," he said. 

The bunker was constructed in 
the 1950s, when the Cold War 
teetered on going hot and people 
wondered about their neighbor 
who couldn't quite recall who 
played in the last World Series. 
Between Spencer's office and the 
surface is 3 feet of concrete and 3 
more feet of dirt. The walls are 2 
feet thick, as the bunker was orig-

. inally .designed to repel nuclear 
fallout. 

And yes, it has what staff mem- . 
bers nicknamed the "war room." 
Hey, Bob, does it have a button 
that says .. . . 

"Launch?" he said with a 

MARK 
SCARP 
COMMENTARY 

laugh. No, there 
isn't. And 
nobody's seen 
Dr. Strangelove 
around, either. 

But there are 
spaces for pub
lic health, trans
portation, .Jaw 
enforcement 
and disaster 
relief agencies 
to each have a 
desk with a 
computer and a 
multiline phone. 

The bunker stores 20,000 gal
lons of drinking water and has a 
kitchen, plus- just in case · 
county bigwigs have to put in 
some long hours- a couple of 
rooms, one for men, one for wom
en, with triple-decker bunk beds 
and thin mattresses. 

"About an inch thicker than 
what you had in summer camp," 
Spencer said. 

Unless they were very quiet 
about it, the Communists never 
did invade Arizona. In the years 
since the bunker mostly has been 
used to coordinate emergency 
services during natural disasters, 
usually floods or the rare desert 
tornado.· Last summer, county 
officials converged in the bunker 
to direct efforts to help victims of 
tornadoes that struck east Mesa. 

Tonight, while there's no giant 
red "reset" button to put every
one's computer right again, the 
war room's desks will be occu
pied by people from several pub
lic agencies, watching a digital 
clock's 4-inch numerals count the 
seconds to midnight. 

Beneath the clock on a small .. 
stage, a couple of large county 
maps are displayed. One shows 
how far into Phoenix, Scottsdale 
and the East Valley flood waters 
might rise if certain dams on the 
Salt River broke. Another has 
concentric circles marking each 
mile from the Palo Verde nuclear 
plant west of Phoenix. A chart 

showshowm 
nearby. 

There are 
at the bunlm 
wish there w 
and one whE 
is. Those toJ 
son to be glaa. 

County officials conducted a 
dry run Wednesday where war 
room participants fielded several 
fictional Y2K surprises, :lfom 
boinb threats to a riot in Queen 
Creek, from mysterious sewer 
leaks and water shutoffs ·to mal
functioning elevators. 

Everything worked, county 
Flood Control District spokes
woman Kris Baxter said, except 
for one computer whose word
processing program didn't mesh 
with others. It was fixed within 
minutes, sort of like most peo
ple's offices any old day, except 
the "fixed within minutes" part. 

The bunker is to be staffed 
from 6 p.m. today to 6 p.m. Satur
day. "Hopefully we'll be able to 
call the second shift and tell them 
they don't need to come in," 
Spencer said. 

In any.event, staff members 
will share a potluck dinner there 
tonight. 

As Spencer looked across the 
Valley, planes took off and landed 
at Phoenix Sky Harbor Interna
tional Airport and traffic zipped 
along local streets. 

He recalled how as recently as 
two years ago many of his col
leagues nationwide were predict
ing that it could be as long as 
2015 before all the Y2K glitches 
were fixed. He spoke admiringly . 
of how hard people across the 
country have worked to be ready 
by today, not 15 years from now. 

"America, time and time again 
in history, has faced a crisis and 
got it done," Bunker Bob said. 

Tribune writer Mark]. Scarp 
can be 'reached by e-mail at 
mscarp@aztrib.com or by calling 
(480) 970-2351. 
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County buys out 9 homeowners 
Structures were mistakenly built in high-flood areas 

By Christina Leonard 
The Arizona Republic 

PHOENIX Maricopa 
County will spend more than 
$1.9 million to buy out nine 
homeowners close to Skunk 
Creek in north Phoenix after 
the homes were mistakenly 
built in high-flood areas. 

It will cost an additional 
$590,000 to remove the struc
tures, conduct an asbestos 
survey and reseed the area, 
which will be used as open 
space. 

"It's a terrible mistake that 
we ever issued building per
mits," said Andy Kunasek, a 
Maricopa County supervisor. 
"Whether it's voluntary or not, 
the buyout is a use of taxpayer 
money. And we shouldn't have 
been in that position." 

Escrow on the last property 
closed in September, and six 
residents have moved thus 
far. All the residents will have 
moved into their new homes 
by November, Flood Control 
District officials said. 

New River resident David 

"It's a terrible 
mistake that we 
ever issued building 
permits." 
-Andy Kunasek 
County supervisor 

Caldwell, 58, turned his keys 
over Thesday. 

"It was not the happiest day 
in my life," Caldwell said. "It 
was a sad experience for me 
and my wife, but it was inevi
table." 

Caldwell, a real estate agent 
in New River, said they had 
lived in the home for more 
than 20 years and will miss the 
acreage, vegetation and wild
life they've enjoyed there. Al
though he feels he was treated 
fairly in terms of compensa
tion, he objected to describing 
the deal as a "voluntary buy
out" because his property 
would become a valueless as
set if he had stayed. 

In 2000, county officials dis
covered that ·more than a doz-

en homes had been built and 
occupied near the creek be
fore the latest flood study 
showed significant flood and 
erosion danger in the area. 

"The flood hazard was 
larger than what was origi- . 
nally thought to be," district 
spokesman Joe Munoz said. 

Officials had estimated that 
building a dam to protect the 
homes would .have cost more 
than $12 million. 

The county qualified 13 
homeowners for the volun
tary buyout program. Nine ac
cepted. Seven of the homes 
are along Skunk Creek be
tween Circle Mountain Road 
.and Honda Bow Road, and two 
are downstream near 19th Av
enue. One property owner is 
working to move the home 
away from the floodway, and 
another didn't feel the offer 
was substantial but does not 
live on the property. 

1\vo residents in the high
risk area were not interested 
in the deal. 

"I think it was the right de
cision to do, but it certainly 

Potential flood area 
Maricopa County will relocate nine 
homes in the Skunk Creek area this 
faii .The homes 
were built in high 
flood and erosion 
areas. 

wasn't pleasant," said Kuna
sek, who represents the dis
trict. "I don't think you'll get 
any of those people to say it 
was a happy, voluntary thing." 
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Funding available . 
for housing unit 

Center ~ow offering 
variety of classes 

The . Maricopa County A new education center 
Housing Depar,tment has will provide residents in this 
been awarded state tax credit burgeoning area with high
funding to build affordable school through college-level 
housing at Harrison · Street · classes. · 
and Fourth Avenu'e. Construe-' Northwest Educadon Cen-
tion on the 120 units. is ex- ter, available to juniors.· and · 

, pected . to begin _early next seniors. in the Deer Valley 
year. , , . Unified'· School District, be: . 

The $12.5 million Rose Ter- gan classes · Monday at the 
race development will fea-· - campus . of dlendale Commu- . 
ture · a . recreation area, · nity College North, a satellite 
swimming pool, · comniunity of GCC. . , · . 
center and a Head Start facil- GCC North opens Sept. 5 to 
ity, county offiCials said. an estimated. 400 community 

Information: .: (602) 257- college students. The $2 mil- . . 
1113, Ext. 112. , lion· canipus at 5727 W. Happy .. 

· Valley,Road in Phoenix also , 
---------- borders Glendale and Peol.'ia. ···· 

SOUTHWEST VALLE ~· 

. Flood~contro.l basins, • suN ciTY WEsT · 
. • , " t • ~ ·• ·•• • J • • .. / 

channel~. pr,opo~ed ·. . · . \ 
. Th~ ·'· . Ma;i~~pa ; County Managei:: soug~t I . r 

Flood Control District :is 2ro- .. for:· reC CenterS > '·. . ; 
posing ·a.' series · 'of, e<haiuiels . · .. , · · ·· .,.. ~ · 
and basins that . would 'wirid A $earch -i~ .. ~~:. to ,. find · a . 

. thefr:way thro.ugh:,south'west . new recreatioi( manager for . 
Phoenix; Tolleson and Avon- the 

1 Recd~ation··- l=eiiters .' of 
dale · · I .,. , · / ~ , ~ Sun City West."_~ . . . : . · ···. ! 

·_· The:. $ioo··m:illi9n Duni~go _ · ; Lis~ Conn; .whq. ·i:oo~· the .· 
Area Draillage Master Plan .to position ·· in' ... 1999, ·. resigned .~ 
reduce flooding would buill . Aug. 10. Carolyn . Virison, . who:. 
parks and 'trails in five 'proj- . work's with the , senior Irian-> !. 
ects ' Covering ~ 53 :: square· . ager pf leisute ·services, has 

1 
miles. ·: . . . · ,'; ' . ., .. ·• .' . · .,:: . been . named ~h~ i!lt¥r~ r7- ;t: 
· !'We have an opportunity to reat~qn manager. · ·, .. :,.,., ·, . · 
create open spaces and fin-. .' . . There . ai:e : fo~." recreation' 
gers : to the .. rivers," ' said . ente~s \ in.-. the -·. retireme'}t \. 

_co~ty Supy~iso~,M~Y Rose :,:, ~m~uni~_Y.-) 1~~- :nkreatiop:£; 
Wllco~, of Dls,n;rc! .5.: :'They '· ~ager,; hefl?~· cr~t.e ·1 . ~ro-J.!~ 
will automatiCally . . upgrade . " ams for · all;-_ th.e ' amemtles, .:· 
the quality of the homes.'-' ·: ~- cl4ding the: cente~s' 25 ten-. ' 

Residents can comment' i:m : · s· , courts; · six , / sWiinming . ' 
the plan from . 6'· to 8 p.m. · po~ls, ni!ie si>.as 'anct ·areas for _: 1 
Thursday at the Littleton El- · laWn ,._bqwliilg and ;miniature . 

entaiy· . School cafeteria . golf. . ·: ·. :, ··· -.. ::,. ' . 
1 2 S. ·llSh Ave.> ·,- ·. ·• •. , : ·, ' ~ -: >.~· -.,, ,·· ' · · · · 

· · · • · • .. r · • · ~. ; 4 

. ' . ~. :·· ~ :~· ' . . c 

: . 
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Flood Control readies new 83rd/Pinnacle Peak plan 
The F lood Control District of 

Maricopa County invites Peoria 
residents to a meeting to discuss 
aspec ts of the Glendale/Peoria 
Area Drainage Master Plan. 

The meeting ta!<es place at 
6:30p.m., Aug. 15 at the Sunrise 
Mountain High Schoo l audito
rium, 21200 N. 83rd Ave. Resi
dents in this neighborhood were 
mailed information packages with 
details on the meeting and com
ment postcards, so those who 
cannot attend may still give their 
opuuons. 

Residents attending the June 
20 meeting showed a strong pref
erence for Al tern~tive 4 . A 
slightly modified version of this 
alternative will be presented for 
public comment. 

Those interested will hear a 

presentation by Project Manager 
Marilyn DeRosa pertaining to a 
new recommended alternative 
for the 83rd Avenue and Pin
nacle Peak area. Area maps and 
information boards will be dis
p layed as well. 

Representatives from the 
Maricopa County Department of 
Transportation and the City of 
Peoria will also be on hand to 
answer questions. 

Photo by Bill Dosham 
This is what the northwest · 
corner of 83rd Avenue and 
Pinnacle Peak Road looks like 
today: a used-car lot. Flood 
Contr 
County's concept plans for the 
future call for this corner to be 
a major retention basin. 

~ 
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Public gets first look ~t Superst~tion 
SanTan Corridor, Marathon Trail 
By KRISTEN GUNDERSEN 
Independent Newspapers 

East Mesa residents had their first look Dec. 1 3 at the 
preliminary conceptual plan of the Superstition SanTan 
Corridor and Marathon Trail. It will run 26 miles 
through the floodways in Mesa, Gilbert and Queen 
Creek. · 

publjc trailway running through a private development. 
"We hadn 't really thought of the issue; so I'm glad that 

was brought to our attention," Mr. Phillips said. 
Other comments came from residents near Williams 

Gateway Airport and ~uperstition Springs Golf Course. 

( ( l The meeting was geared toward addressing public 
questions and concerns with the concept. However, as 
tllis is early in the planning stages, things such as proj
ect costs haven ' t been determined, officials said. 

"People want to make sure they are heard," he said. 
Two Gold Canyon residents, Ralph Cavan and 

Margaret Elliot, came to find out if the projeet would 
interfere with the future Loop 202 Red Mountain 
Freeway. 

Ms. Elliot said she came into the meeting skeptical, but 
by the end, she had all of her questions answered by the 
representatives from, the flood control district. • 
.. Mr. Phillips said he isn't conc'e~~Cr'with the" lacle o{ 
public comment thus far. 

( 

1Jm}>rumv.s. proJ!!ct !llan~g~ _{gf ,th,Y.}v1.ary~9P.il <:;qunty __ 
-Fldod Control District;-said he· has heard some comments · 
from l:msinesses, but nothing from the pijvate sector. 

/ Leisure World, a· large retirement community in unin
corporated Maricopa County, was concerned about a 

For m~re information on public meetings·, contact 
Mr. Phillips at (602) 506-1501. 

.-.....-.. ~ ds project for Arii<Jlla pai-~~~ 
largest wetland 

est on projects in the United 
States is planned for one of the 
nation's driest places: 

The Forest Service this week 
purch;,1sed 6,500 acres of pri
vately held land 40 . miles south
east of Flagstaff to create the 
Hay Lake Project, which is ex
pected to attract such wildlife as 
egrets, hawks, deer and geese. 

The wetland, which has dried 

Ave. 

due to years of ranching and 
farming operations, will be re
stored by creating potholes to 
collect standing water, Forest 
Service spokeswoman Karen Ma
lis-Clark said. 

The project was included in 
this year's Interior Department 
appropriations bill, which al
lowed the Forest Service to pur
chase the area through the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund. 
Rep. J .D. Hayworth, R-Ariz., 
whose district includes Hay 

Lake, said funding for the project 
totaled $10.78 million. 

Hayworth said the land was 
part of a privately held ranch 
whose owners approached the 
Forest Service with the intent to 
sell. Investors had expressed in
terest in buying the land, the 
owners said, and they wanted to 
preserve it. 

"We both wanted to make sure 
it remained under preservation, 
not part of a new development," 
Hayworth said. 

I 
The Natural Resources Conser

vation Service will lead the resto
ration effort, teaming with such 
groups as the Nature Conser-
vancy and the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, said Jim 
Briggs, an assistant state conser
vationist. He expects the project 
to take about 18 months to com
plete. 

The Forest Service is seeking 
funds from Congress to purchase 
an additional 3,600 acres in the 
area. 

J)/ 
Flood Control District offi

cials want residents comments 
for the plan to develop the river 
corridors into a 47-mile park that 
would be developed, in part, by 
the city of Peoria. 

For information, call Doug 
Williams at 602-506-8743 , or 
visit the project's Web site at 
www.agua-fria-river.com/. 



Flood ·control by natural selection doesn't work 
A t the outset, let me 

thank the Tribune for 
the recent coverage of the 
Flood Control District's efforts 
in the East Valley, including · 
your editorials that are critical 
of our efforts. The fact that 
your journal considers flood 
controlimportantenoughto 
cover helps greatly in our 
efforts to educate the lay 
public in the hazards unique 
to desert flooding. 

The opening paragraph in 
your-July 5 editorial, "Our arid 
landscape hides the potential 
for rushing floodwaters ... "is 
as eloquent a description as I 
have seen of the desert flood 
hazard. 

The tone of your editorials, 
though, seems to suggest that 
governmentoughtgetoutof 
the flood control business. 
You state that "Buyers of 
floodplain land should beware 
the consequences .... "This 
approach, implying flood 
control by natural selection, 
sounds good but doesn't often 
work. In many cases, the flood 
hazard is not obvious. This 
makes it difficult for a 
well-meaning individual with a 
normal education to identify, 
analyze and mitigate a flood 
hazard on a piece of property. 
And if he or she does have the 
ability and constructs a facility 

Michael Ellegood 

to protect the property, what 
are the impacts on the 
neighbors? 

The issue of what the 
governments role should be in 
flood control is continually 
debated throughout the 
United States. Although most 
citizens of this nation, myself 
included, like to profess that 
less government is better, 
when disaster strikes, all of us 
look to our government for 
help. Disasters are proclaimed 
and government steps in with 
often huge sums of taxpayer 
dollars to alleviate the 
suffering. We had such an 
event last fall in the 
Aguila/Wend on area costing 
millions of dollars and at least 
one life. Doesn't it make more 
sense to mitigate before 
tragedy strikes? 

The argument is made that 
we should not be allowing 
people to construct in areas 
prone to flooding. Again, a 
great sounding strategy that 
doesn't always work. This 

whole valley was formed by 
flooding. It is an alluvial plain, . 
which, by definition, is formed 
by water-borne material 
deposits. We have 23 dams 
within the county that provide 
flood protection, as well as the 
Roosevelt Dam and the Salt 
and Gila River dams that 
provide protection for large 
portions of the Valley. Like it 
or not, all of us who enjoy life 
in the Valley do so with the 
protection provided by "huge 
environment-altering flood 
control projects." 

Having said that, staying out 
of harm's way is an effective 
strategy when it can be 
accomplished. However, 
when we tell folks that they 
cannot build where they want, 
a new issue emerges, one of 
property rights. Yet, as you 
correctly point out "there are 
still places where we should 
not build." There is a balance 
that we work towards: 
avoiding hazardous areas 
where we can, constructing 
the most environmentally 
friendly mitigation possible 
when construction becomes 
unavoidable. 

Your editorial mentions the 
proposal to extend the 
existing channel in Usery 
Mountain Park as an example 
of environmentally altering 

projects. It must be 
remembered that this is only 
one of several alternatives that 
are under consideration. It is 
attractive because government 
would not have to acquire and 
demolish people's homes as 
the other alternatives require. 
It is attractive because it is 
simply an extension of an 
existing channel in the park. It 
is attractive because the folks 
who live just south of the park 
boundary would not have to 
look out their back windows at 
a really ugly concrete chqnnel 
constructed by their 
homebuilder. 

While we do think that the 
Usery Mountain Park 
proposal has merit, it is far too 
early in the process to state 
that any proposal is preferred. 
I would ask that your readers 
continue to monitor our efforts 
and to voice their opinions 
when they can make a 
difference. The district will 
continue the process openly 
as we have in the past We 
welcome the continued 
coverage of our East Valley 
projects by your paper, 
including your editorial 
opinions. 

- MichaelS. Ellegood, P.E., is chief 
engineer and general manager of 
the Flood Control District of 
Maricopa County. 
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~~~~~a~ ·location to slow and regulate 
the stormwater. 

In the case of Scottsdale, the options 
are limited. There are already more 
than 6,800 existing homes within the 
danger zone of the alluvial fan. Many 
more are currently permitted, so a stop 
of development is not an option. 
Because development has already 
occurred in the pool area of the Reata 
and Pima washes, retention is not pos
sible. 

The engineered channel is the only 
option available. Retention is possible 
and is the preferred solution for Raw
hide Wash. 

A real safety hazard exists in north 
Scottsdale. The National Research 
Council calls the alluvial fan in the 
north Scottsdale area ultra-hazardous. 
The U.S. Geological Survey rates Reata 
Pass a nine the second-highest on its 
scale for co~paring dangerous flooding 
areas. 

FEMA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engi
neers, and the Flood Control District all 
agree that residents of north Scottsdale 
are in harm's way. 

The real issue is not growth versus 
no growth. It is not about tearing up the 
desert. It is about protecting people and 
their homes. It took the flood of 1972, 
which killed one man and forced doz
ens of others to evacuate their homes, 
for Scottsdale residents to approve the 
funding to build Indian Bend Wash. I 
urge the city not to let history repeat 
itself. 

The city of Scottsdale has studied and 
restudied this project. The environ~~n
tal impacts are known and can be rruti
gated as part of the project. 'f!le ~ecom
mended alternatives, channelization for 
Reata Pass and Pima Channel and 
retention for Rawhide Wash are the 
most environmentally sensitive, most 
unobtrusive solutions to this real prob
lem that can be engineered. 

In closing, I would only remi~d the 
naysayers that the laws of phystcs ar~ 
non-negotiable. This project is essential 
to public safety in north Scottsdale. 

Mike Ellegood is chief engineer and 
general manager of the Flood Control 
nistrif't of Maricopa County. 
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Mike Ellegood 

Disaster 
waiting 
to happen 
Greenbelt is a must 
A s chief engineer and general man-

ager of the Flood Control District 
of Maricopa County, I have followed 
with interest the controversy surround-
ing Scottsdale's Desert Greenbelt 
project What seems to be missing in 
these discussions is the recognition of 
the very real flood hazard that is unique 
to north Scottsdale. 

Here are the facts about the flood 
hazard: 

• The area that these projects will 
protect is the most hazardous area in 
Maricopa County. 

• The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency rates the flood hazard 
associated with this area at nearly the 
same rate of risk as land near the sea 
coast 

• There are about 6,800 homes in 
portions of the DC Ranch and other 
subdivisions that are constructed in 
this high-hazard area. 

• These projects will mitigate the 
hazard and provide effective protection 
to the 17.000 residents that live in this 
area. 

North Scottsdale lies on an alluvial I fan. This is a geologic phenomenon 
that occurs in arid areas at the transi- s 
tion from mountains to the desert floor. a 
Alluvial fan stream channels are highly 
unstable. c 

Storm water coming off the mountains a 
charts new paths to reach the desert ~ 
floor and carries huge quantities of fast- li 
moving sediment with it. In the case of e 
a 100-year flood, a house in the wrong t; 

place could get hit with 411.! tons of /•. 
debris. While elevating a structure to 
FEMA guidelines allows a homeowner \1. 

to purchase flood insurance, it does not 
guarantee the safety of those who a! 
reside in the home. u 

In August 199~. a 15-rear .fl~od event h 
I 
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the storrnwater. 

In the case of Scottsdale, the options 
are limited. There are already more 
than 6,800 existing homes within the 
danger zone of the alluvial fan . Many 
more are currently permitted, so a stop 
of development is not an option. 
Because development has already 
occurred in the pool area of the Reata 
and Pima washes, retention is not pos
sible. 

The engineered channel is the only 
option available. Retentio~ is possible 
and is the preferred solution for Raw
hide Wash. 

A real safety hazard exists in north 
Scottsdale. The National Research 
Council calls the alluvial fan in the 
north Scottsdale area ultra-hazardous. 
The U.S. Geological Survey rates Reata 
Pass a nine the second-highest on its 
scale for co~paring dangerous flooding 
areas. 

FEMA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engi
neers, and the Flood Control District all 
agree that residents of north Scottsdale 
are in harm's way. 

The real issue is not growth versus 
no growth. It is not about tearing up the 
desert. It is about protecting people and 
their homes. It took the flood of 1972, 
which killed one man and forced doz
ens of others to evacuate their homes, 
for Scottsdale residents to approve the 
funding to build Indian Bend Wash. I 
urge the city not to let history repeat 
itself. 

The city of Scottsdale has studied and 
restudied this project. The environ~~n
tal impacts are known and can be nuti
gated as part of the project. The recom
mended alternatives, channelization for 
Reata Pass and Pima Channel and 
retention for Rawhide Wash are the 
most environmentally sensitive, most 
unobtrusive solutions to this real prob
lem that can be engineered. 

In closing, I would only remi~d the 
naysayers that the laws of phystcs ar~ 
non-negotiable. This project is essential 
to public safety in north Scottsdale. 

Mike Ellegood is chief engineer and 
general manager of the Flood Control 
nistrirt of Maricopa County. 
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Mike Ellegood 

Disaster 
waiting 
to happen 
Greenbelt is a must 
A s chief engineer and general man-

ager of the Flood Control District 
of Maricopa County, I have followed 
with interest the controversy surround-
ing Scottsdale's Desert Greenbelt 
project What seems to be missing in 
these discussions is the recognition of 
the very real flood hazard that is unique 
to north Scottsdale. 

Here are the facts about the flood 
hazard: 

• The area that these projects will 
protect is the most hazardous area in 
Maricopa County. 

• The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency rates the flood hazard 
associated with this area at nearly the 
same rate of risk as land near the sea 
coast 

• There are about 6,800 homes in 
portions of the DC Ranch and other 
subdivisions that are constructed in 
this high-hazard area. 

• These projects will mitigate the 
hazard and provide effective protection 
to the 17,000 residents that live in this 
area. 

North Scottsdale lies on an alluvial I fan. This is a geologic phenomenon 
that occurs in arid areas at the transi- s 
tion from mountains to the desert floor. a 
Alluvial fan stream channels are highly 
unstable. c 

Storm water coming off the mountains a 
charts new paths to reach the desert j; 
floor and carries huge quantities of fast- l< 
moving sediment with it. In the case of e 
a l()().year flood, a house in the wrong t; 

place could get hit with 41h tons of l•. 
debris. While elevating a structure to 
FEMA guidelines allows a homeowner v. 
to purchase flood insurance, it does not 
guarantee the safety of those who a: 

· reside in the home. u 
In August 199~. a 15-rear .fl~od event h 
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Moving dirt: A community center will be built at this site near 48th Street an<;l Pecos Road in Ahwatu
kee Foothills. Sales tax dollars will provide revenue for the project. 

Construction starts on Ahwatukee park 
65-acre parcel includes 
softball, soccer fields, 
area's first public pool 

BY ALIA BEARD RAU 
TRIBUNE 

Ahwatukee Foothills resi
dents can now see their sales-tax 
dollars at work, with construc
tion started on a park that will 
include playing fields and a pub
lic pool. 

The 65-acre Pecos Park, at 
Pecos Road and 48th Street, will 
feature the first public pool for 
the area's roughly 100,000 resi
dents. In addition, two lighted 
softball fields and five lighted 
soccer fields are expected to fill 
a large void. 

'There is such. a need for 
additional ballfields for chil
dren," said District 6 Phoenix 
City Councilman Greg Stanton, 
who added that open space is his 
highest priority. "It's a shame 
that too often families have to go 
to the east side of the freeway to 
find open space." 

The 35-square-mile Ahwatu
kee Foothills area currently has 
city parks with a total of eight 
softball fields and one soccer 
field. Pecos Park also will have 

picnic grounds, playgrounds, an 
in-line and skateboard park, bas
ketball courts and tennis courts. 

The park is expected to be 
completed in early 2002, depend
ing on completion of the Pecos 
Road-Interstate-10 link. 

"This oark was master 
planned with an extensive com
munity involvement process," 
said Bruce Swanson, Phoenix 
Parks and Preserve Initiative 
administrator. 'We are looking 
forward to really moving this 
along." 

Construction has begun on 
the flood control basin in which 
the park will be located. 

Putting the park in a basin 
gives taxpayers double usage for 
their money, said Kris Baxter, 

spokeswoman for the Maricopa 
County Flood · Control District. 
The basin will take in water from 
Ahwatukee Foothills, Phoenix , 
and Chandler. 

Funding for the park is com
ing from a one-tenth of a cent 
sales tax increase, approved by 
voters last September as Propo
sition 101, the Phoenix Parks 
and Preserve Initiative. The tax 
increase is expected to generate 
$256 million over the 1(}-year life 
of the tax. About 60 percent will 
go to purchase State Trust 
Lands for the Sonoran Preserve, 

· 30 percent will pay· for the devel
opment of Pecos and eight other 
regional parks, and 10 percent 
will fund renovation of existing 
parks. 

A shade structure was 
installed at Desert Foothills 
Park, and upgraues wili be made 
in other Ahwatukee Foothills 
parks. Stanton also wants to use 
the money to purchase preserve 
land in the western South Moun
tain 620 area, which has ·been 
designated for development. 

Part of the Pecos Park land 
has been reserved for a future 
community center and a perma
nent police substation. The fund
ing to build these buildings is 
expected to come from 2001 
bond elections. 
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Guest Commentary 
Superstition SanTan Corrido ·will help keep our culture 
By DON STAPLEY 

Cowboy pocl Uuck Ramsey has 
sa id that once a cullure is gone 

yo u ca n never ge t it back. In 

M•u·iwpa Co111liY. a huge pan of 
our cullurc rcla lcs lo !Ill: land we 
li ve on. II is 1hc hund bel ween all 
those w ho come here from tht.! cast 

coasl, Cal ifomia . Canad a and 
ol her far- flung lucaliuns. The ca ll 
or quail, I he slamls of saguaro and 
lhc seem of rainfa ll on crcosole 
make common memories for 
many resident s, no matter what 

their backgrounds. 
As more people come lo dwel l 

in lhis fasc inaling land ca lled lhe 
Easl Va lley. il becomes more diiTi 
cu ll 10 preserve !hal which we 
love su much. Projcc ls such as lhc 
Supers! il ion S<111Tan Corridor wil l 
play a viwl pan in keepi ng our 

culture. 

T c 
Super s tition 

SanTan Corrido r 
is a 26-mi k 
rloodwa y lh:ll 
runs lhrough easl 
Mesa. (;ilhcn 
and {)ueen STAPLEY 
C ree k and nc;tr ly touciH.:s 

Chandler. I. alnng w ilh my kllow 
Maricopa Cm1111y Board or 
Superv isors members. am. propos
ing the channel he used J'or two 

pu rposes - rirsl and primaril y as 
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1-inds or faci liti es arc necessary. bu l 
1he Supcr, lilion Sa nT:lll Corridor 
"il l Iii-ely have I he mosl impacl. 

I t also o!Ters cast Mesa re side nt s 

tile IIIOSI opporlllllitics. Reten ti on 

ha ..,i ns can eas il y he convc rtcc.l into 

l'ark s. Main lenanee ro:His could 
hcumH; trail s. J\11 thi s can allract 

sllla ll bus inesses , such as snack 
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(Mr. Siapley, Maricopa County 

superv isor, R-Di slricl 2, can be 
reached al : (602) 506-743 1. For 
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Supcrsti lion SanTan Corridor, ca ll 
T im Phi lli ps, projcc l manager at 
the Flood Cont ro l Di slri cl of 
Maricopa Counly, al (602) 506-
1501.) 
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East Valley greenbelt plan 
-mirrors Indian Bend Wash 

BY MIKE PADGm 
THE BUSINESS JOURN~.L 

Maricopa County officials are consid
ering their own version of Scottsdale's 
people-friendly Indian Bend Wash. 

The goa.l is to redesign the Maricopa 
County Floodway in the East Valley 
into a linear park. The flood control 
channel starts at Brown Road just east 
of Greenfield Road and stretches south
westerly nearly 28 miles to merge with 
the Gila River. Along the way, it func
tions as a flood collector facility that 
channels heavy runoff through populat
ed areas, said Michael Ellegood, chief 
engineer at the county's Flood Control 
District offices. 

While the floodway's primary purpose 
would remain unchanged, it could be 
redesigned into a multipurpose recre
ational facility with hiking, cycling and 
equestrian trails. 

Wider areas of the channel could 
include picnic sites, basketball or tennis 
courts, and other amenities, similar to 
what is available in Indian Bend Wash 
in Scottsdale. 

Where the floodway crosses farms 
planned for future subdivisions, home
builders could place new homes so they 
face the greenbelt instead of streets or 
block walls, said Tim Phillips, senior 
project manager at the Flood Control 
District's planning division. 

"We're taking a look at all of ow; facil
ities throughout Maricopa County, par
ticularly these linear facilities that we 
own and operate, to see if we can't make 
them open to the public," Ellegood said. 

"We have these miles and miles and 
miles of dry rivers and canals with big 
signs that say, 'Keep off,"' he said. "It's 
land that the public has already bought 
and paid for. So, wouldn't it make sense 
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to see if we couldn't make them avail
able to the public and allow the public 
to use them as open space?" 

Planners in Mesa, Gilbert, Queen 
Creek and Chandler support the pro
posal, he said. 

To help prepare a new design, the 
county hired Collins-Pina Consulting 
Engineers Inc. A preliminary recom
mendation is expected in early 2000. 

Growing support for open space is 
part of the drive behind the project. In 
addition, continued construction of new 
homes and businesses in the East Valley 
has changed potential flood patterns. 

The county also is working with cities 
and towns in the West Valley to see if 
recreational greenbelts can be added 
along the Agua Fria River. That study is 
about one-third complete. 

Ellegood said the Valley's cities and 
towns, along with the county, should 
re-evaluate all their water-Ways to see if 
they could be .opened to the public for 
hiking or riding. 
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Flood channe. plannea 

By Marty Sauerzopf 
The Arizona Republic 

Fearing t}\at a major storm 
could send floodwaters into 
neighborhoods near the White 
Tank Mountains, Maricopa 
County will soon b~gin build
ing a new $3.5 million flood 
channel to protect residents. 

County officials said a major 
downpour could overburden 
the White Tanks North Inlet 
Channel and create a major 
flood hazard between Olive 
and Glendale avenues near 
Perryville Road. 

"It is important for us to re
member that while it does not 
rain often in the desert, when it ' 
does, severe flooding can oc- ) 
cur," said Valerie Swick, proj
ect manager for the county's 
Flood Control District. 

After a series of meetings 
with residents, the district has 
decided to build a new flood 
control channel between Olive 

and Northern avenues on the 
eastern side of the Beardsley 
Canal. 

The project will include cul
verts to carry floodwater to the 
eastern side of the canal and 
will create a recreation corri
dor that could include hiking 
and equestrian trails. 

Swick said the channel was 
the least expensive of a num
ber of alternatives considered 
for the area. It will also have 
the lowest construction im
pact. 

The county is doing prelimi
nary design work this month. 

Don't put landfill in our 
area, A.J. tells Phoenix 

BY ZARANA SANGHANI 
TRIBUNE 

Apache Junction does not 
want Phoenix's trash in its 
backyard. · 

The Apache Junction City 
Council decided Tuesday to 

· send Phoenix a letter saying 
the council does not want a 
landfill built in Pinal County, 
near Pecos Road and Ironwood 
Drive, which would be close to 
Apache Junction's southern 
border. 

"Why do we want Phoenix's 
trash in our neighborhood?" 
asked Councilwoman Carol 
Urich. 'They need to look in 
their own back yard." 

The site is one of eight that 
Phoenix is looking at to use as 
a landfill. ·The city's Skunk 
Creek Landfill at 27th Avenue 
and Happy Valley Road is 
expected to reach capacity in 
2005, said Michelle Woytanko, 
acting deputy director of the 
Phoenix PlJ,blic Works 
Department. 

W oytanko said Phoenix will 
study all eight sites and seek 
public comment before making 

a choice. She said the city may 
consider a partnership with a 
commercial landfill. 

"Public comments are prob
ably some of the most impor
tant," W oytanko said. "We're 
not going to go into an area -
we'd be very hesitant- where 
the public doesn't want us." 

Phoenix should take the 
site in Pinal County off the list 
because Apache Junction resi
dents are worried about the 
possibility, said Vice Mayor 
Anne Marie Surra. 

Apache Junction's border 
goes to the Elliot Road align
ment, and the landfill may 
back up to the Ray Road align
ment, which is two miles south 
of Elliot, said Bryant Powell, 
assistant to the' city manager. 
The city has a master plan that 
calls for residential develop
ment in that area, Powell said. 

Apache Junction sent a let
ter last week saying the area 
may not be appropriate 
because it is in a flood plain, 
the land is owned by the state 
and the city expects residential 
development in that area. 
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Flood plain. map40Lri1ajoff8r good news 
Changes may save 
on insurance for 

. .Scottsdale homes 
BY SC01T C. SECKR 

TRIBUNI: 

., A new north Scottsdale 
flood plain ·study may save 

'·about 45 homeowners from 
: shelling out about $300 annu
, ally in flood insurance, accord-
,ing to city officials. , 

Results of the study will be 
unveiled at an open house 
'Tuesday night. 

"It says there's approxi
' mately 90 existing homes in 
the flood plains that have been 
identified up in the northern 

· portion of the city," said senior 
public works planner Bill 
·Erickson. "We have reviewed 
it and found there are what I 
would call anomalies in that 
area. It's probably well over 
half those people are not truly 
within the flood plain." 

If a home is in a flood plain 
'With a federally backed mort
, gage such as a Federal Hous
.•ing Administration or Veterans 

'- Affairs loan, owners are 
required to buy flood insur~ 
ance by the federal 
government. 

Bad news may come for 
some homeowners, though. 
:The new map, which incorpo
rates rainfall pattern studies, 
detailed topographic analyses, 

SOURCE: Maricopa County Rood TRIBYNE 
Control District 

surveying, land use and aerial 
mapping, "very well could" put 
some homes in flood plains, 
but no one knows for sure yet 
which homes or how many, 
according to Erickson. 

Flood plains cross the Leg
end Trails subdivision, and 
some homes are in the hazard 
area. The hazard is a "fairly 
well-contained riverine-type 
flow," said Erickson, flooding 
that may or may not spill from 
10,000 year-old channels in the 
area. 

As well as being ancient and 
well-established, development 
has further stabilized the 
channels. 

"It's not likely to go all over 
the place," Erickson said. City 
officials plan to re-examine the 
study's technical data. 

Policies usually cost about 
$300 per year for $100,000 of 
coverage for the structure, but 
coverage is capped at $250,000 
for the building and $100,00 for 
the contents, according to offi
cials from the Flood Control 
District of Maricopa County. 

After Tuesday's meeting, 
the study results will be sent to 
Federal Emergency Manage
ment Agency in Washington, 
D.C., for adoption - a process 
that can take up to two years, 
according to Erickson. Home
owners will not be affected 
Ul'ltil the map is adopted by 
FEMA, district officials said. 

"Flood insurance require
ments don't become effective 
until the actual map is adopt
ed," said district spokeswoman 
Angeline Fowler. 

/1)11!-

.IF YOU GO 
What: Rood plain delineation 
study open house 
When: 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday 
Where: Sonrise Community 
Church, 29505 N. Scotts.dale 
Road 

The entire · study area is 
12.9 square miles. Of that, 
7.1 square miles is privately 
held, 1.4 square miles is Tonto 
National Forest, and 4.4 square. 
miles is state trust land. Juris
dictionally, part of the area is 
in Scottsdale and part of it is in 
Carefree. 

"It's ·a good study in that 
additional development in 
there can stay out of these· 
areas," Erickson said. 
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EDITORIAL: OUR VIEW 

r-~---------------------------------------------·----------------------------------------------

COUNTY WAS SET TO BULLDOZE HOMES 

How did this snafu happen? 
T here's nothing like facing the · 

loss of your home to get the 
adrenaline flowing and to take 

up the fight against government. 
That's what 21 homeowners in tpe 

far northwest Valley did. They chan
neled their outrage and confronted the 
Maricopa County Flood Control Dis
trict to take another look at a drainage 
project. 

And guess what? 
The district was able to rework and 

reroute the project. 
The homes were spared. 
Obviously, the homeowners are re

lieved and pleased. 
Fighting government bureaucrats 

can be a lesson in frustration, and 
endings don't always turn out as hap
PY as this one did for the residents liv
ing north of Pinnacle Peak Road 
between 83rd and 91st avenues. 

Still, the question persists: How did 
the Flood Control District almost raze 
21 homes to build a ditch designed to 
protect these and other homes in the 
area? 

· Talk about an ultimate solution. 
Through no fault of their own, the 

Michael Ging!The Arizona Republic 
Steve Simmons (left) stands with Lor
raine Haii-Currence and Ron Currence 
in front of the Currence home, which 
the county wanted to bulldoze. 

homeowners weren't aware of the 
plan to build an 80-foot-wide drainage 
ditch to catch water from 100-year 
floods. Oh, yes, there were public 
hearings on a seriesof four alterna
tives, and the one the Flood Control 
District considered the most reliable 
appeared to be on the fast track for 
approval. 

But the contractor hired by the dis
trict to spread the word to the neigh-

borhood apparently ran out of 
informational fliers . That left the peo
ple most affected, the 21 homeowners 
in the dark. 

To its credit, the Flood Control Dis
trict convened another hearing and 
did what it should have done in the be· 
girining: Adopt plans for a flood-con
trol project without sacrificing homes 
to do it. 

Let's hope the district has learned 
its lesson. Its notification system is 
not fail-safe, and changes should be 
made to ensure that every property 
owner who might be affected by a 
project is duly notified. 

------------·--------------
THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC 

Editorials represent the position of 
The Arizona Republic, whose Editorial 
Board consists of Keven Ann Willey, Phil 
Boas, Richard deUriarte, Jennifer Dokes, 
Kathleen lngley, Doug MacEachern, Joel 
Nilsson, 0. Ricardo Pimentel, Robert 
Robb, Laurie Roberts, Paul Schatt, Linda 
Valdez, Ken Western and Steve Benson. 

----------·-------------



1 
;} ~>I ~ ~ ~ t Ji y 

Flood District slates 
El Rio plan meetings 
~t~\-v~ve..,"v 

Vtew report 
Three West Valley cities may be affected by a new 

proj ect proposed by the Flood Contro l District of Mari- · 
cop a County. 

The district will hold severa l meetings during the next 
. two weeks to discuss a plan to restore Gila River habitats 
while implementing flood contro l measures . 

The proj ect, ca lled the El Rio Watercourse Master 
Plan, will incl ude restoring natural habi tats along a 
17 .S-mile stretch of the river that runs through Avondale, 
Goodyear and Buckeye. First proposed in 1999, the pro
ject would involve the three communi ties and Maricopa 
Cou nty. 

"T he project was a vi .- ion for the West Valley ... it 's 
been around for a while," said Miche lle Lempke, public 
involvement coordinator for the distr ict. "Primarily we 
have to look at the flood control aspect. " 

Proposed levees and open tlow channels could help to 
reduce floods in an area continual ly under threat, with 
the added benef it o f restoring the riparian habi tat along 
the river. The d istr ict a lso proposes deve loping wetl ands 
and in trod uc ing native species. such as cottonwood and 
wi !low trees . 

Meetings wi ll be held : 
• From 6 to 8 p.m . Dec. 4 at the Buckeye Communi ty 

Cente r, 201 W. Centre Ave. 
• From 6 to 8 p.m . Dec. 5 ar the Agua Fria Un ion High 

Schoo l cafeteri a, 750 E. Riley Drive. Avondale . 
• From 6 to 8 p.m. Dec. 10 at Estre ll a Moun ta in 

Church. I 0485 S. Estrella Parkway, Goodyear. 
For information. contact Doug Wi lli ams, 

. regional p lann ing manager, at 602-506-8743 or at 
daw @mail.maricopa.gov. 



Peoria apprOves land deal 
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for nrst communny pa 
City of Peoria Community Pork. In a prominent spot in central 

Peoria between the Agua Fria 
Freeway and theN ew River chan
nel, the City of Peoria will de
velop its first community park. 
When completed, the park will 
be a 50-plus acre recreation· re
source located in the center of 
the city · that will provide fun, 
recreation, and r_elaxation for 
Peoria residents. 

District Representative. "We 
have been working at this for a 
long time, and our efforts have 
been rewarded: It'.s a great loca
tion right off of the freeway and 
adjacent to the New River chan
nel, whi'ch makes ita perfect link 
to the pedestrian and bike paths 
that will be developed in the river 
channel as part of our rivers and 
trails master plans." 
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The purchase of 40 acres of 
land north of Thunderbird Road 
and west of Loop 101 was ap
proved by the Peoria City Coun- · 
cil ~n Sept. 19, and negotiations 
with the Maricopa County Flood 
Control District to acquire an 
additional 12 acres to the north 
are expected to be completed 
soon. 

The city is paying $3.45 mil
lion for the land, although it has 
been appraised at $3.9 million. 
The Lydic family, owners of the 
land and longtime Peoria farm
ers, agreed to sell the land at the 
lower price to allow the park to 
be built. 

Illustration courtesy of City of Peoria 
The City of Peoria has struck a deal with farmer Howard Lydic 
on 40 acres of land north of Thunderbird Road for the city's first 
community park. 

"I can't imagine a better place 
for Peoria ' s first community 
park," said City Councilmember 
Joe La Rue, Ironwood Council 

"I would like to personally 
thank the Lyd.ic family on behalf 
of the city of Peoria," said La 
Rue. "The Lydics have been a 
Peoria fixture since its begin
ning, and if it were not for their 

Park. From A1 

in phases. · The first year 
would include seeking pub
lic input and designing the· 
park. Physical develop
ment of the park would then 
take place over the next 
five years. 

One element of the park 
that citizens will probably 
see soonest will be Peoria's 
first ska teboard park. 

Funds for the skateboard 
park ($250,000) are bud
geted for the current fiscal 
year. 

Initial park development 
is likely to also include 
adjacent and connecting 
trails as well as infrastruc
ture improvements. 

Following that, the re
mainder of the park will be 

developed based upon the 
availability of funding and 
the schedule and priorities 
agreed upon in the citizen 
involvement process. 

Once completed, the 
park will includ~ lighted 
youth and adult multi
purpose athletic fields, 
the city's first outdoor 
racquetball courts, large 

picnic areas, and other 
amenities. Funding for 
the park will come pri-

. marily from a combina
tion ofbond revenues and 
impact fees. 

For additional informa
tion, please contact Kelly 
Corsette, Public Informa
tion Manager, at 623-773-
7339. 

passion for Peoria, this park 
would not become a reality- the 
funds simply would not have 
been available to purchase the 

. land." 
While Peoria has more than 

20 neighborhood parks around 
the city, this will be its first com
munity park. Community parks 
are designed to provide central
ized recreation opportunities for 
large portions of the population. 
Peoria's Parks, Recreation, and 
Open Space Master Plan calls 
for developing three community 
parks .:._ one each in the north, 
central, and southern areas ofthe 
city. A needs assessment and 
facil.ities analysis recommended 
the central location be developed 
first, largely due to the signifi
cant number of people who re
side in the immediate area. 

Plans are to develop the park 
More PARK on A 11 
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ADOBE DAM/DESERT HILLS 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 
The Flood Control District of Maricopa Count}' is holding the 
first set of public meetings for the Adobe Dam/Desert Hills Area 
Drainage Master Plan (ADMP). 

It is important that the community get involved in the process. 
We invite you to attend this meeting and give us your input. 
Please bring your photographs of flooding and erosion problems 
in your area. 

The result of the Adobe Dam/Desert Hills ADMP will be a 
watershed-wide drainage plan that provides cost-effective, 
community-based, flooding and erosion control solutions for 
the residents. To achieve this, the ADMP will include 
recommendations for structural improvements, as well as 
rules and guidelines for development. 

If you are unable to attend one of these meetings, you can view 
the project information at www.fcd.maricopa.gov. If you have 
any questions on this project, please call the project manager, 
Marilyn DeRosa, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, at 
602-506-4766 or email her at mdr@mail.maricopa.gov. 
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Persons with a disability may require accommodations, such as a sign language 
interpreter, by contacting Michael Book, Logan Simpson · Design Inc., 5 I West 
Third Street, Suite 'ISO, Tempe, fJ\Z. 85281 , Phone: 480-967-1343, Fax: '180-966-
9232. Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time to arrange the 
accommodations. This notice is available in alternate formats by contacting 
Michael Book at the address/phone number referenced above. 
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Headline : Hidden treasure 

Source Web Page: 
http://www.azcentral .com/ari zonarepublic/northphoenix/art icles/08223rockmuseum0822Z3. html 

Pat Flannery 
The Ari zona Republic 

Aug. 22. 2003 

To muse is to become absorbed in thought. the dictionary says. To amuse is to entertain in a light. 
playful or pleasant manner. 

Museums are a splendid combination of both. and they dot the Valley landscape. giving local residents 
plenty of choices for thoughtful fun. 

In the dog days of late summer . nothing can beat a museum to get you out of the house for a relaxing 
jaunt . 

The Deer Valley Rock Art Center is one of t he Val l ey ' s hidden cu ltu ral treasures. Nestled against 
Adobe Dam. the museum and surround ing 47 -acre preserve tell the story of several Native American 
cultures that quarried the adjacent Hedgpeth Hill s for corn -g rinding materia ls over many centuri es. 

Their history is graphic: The boulders in the hills contain more than 1.500 petroglyphs carved both by 
archaic tribes that disappeared around A.D. 300. and by mo re recent Hohok am and Patayan cultures that 
ranged through southern and centra l Arizona. respectively. until roughly A.D. 1450. 

From a quart er-mile nature tra i l . visitors can gawk at centuries-ol d depictions of animals. huma ns and 
a host of symbols like crosses. spirals and circles whose meaning are still being studi ed today. The 
east-facing hills of art clearly were important to ancient cultures. said assistant director Marilyn 
Sklar. and even ev idence of a sma ll dwell ing and a burial have been fou nd at the site. 

Metates and manos. the flat rocks and grinding stones used by anc ient people to gri nd corn. have been 
found throughout t he area. strong evidence that the hills were being mined for basa lt. an ideal and 
durable material for the implements. Other tools li ke rock knives and axes also have been found there. 

Why the site has so many petroglyphs is still not ent irely cl ear. but it reta ins sacred significance 
among some Arizona tribes. The Yavapai people. says one exhibit. consider t he petroglyphs "messages 
from t he past . lessons for the present and guides for t he future." 

Scholars continue to pore over the artwork as well. the center being one of the few rock art research 
facilities in North America. 

Now on the National Register of Historic Places. it is equally notab le for its 7.000-square-foot 
museum. an angular. austere concrete-and -steel building designed by Phoenix archi tect William Bruder . 
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Bruder's most vi si ble proJect local ly is Phoeni x' s Burton Barr Cent ral Library . 

Sk lar said some visitors come just to see the building. which was commissioned by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engi neers to house arti facts from the surrounding area after t he dam was buil t. It was opened to 
the publi c as a museum in 1994. and is now owned by the Maricopa County Flood Control District and 
leased to Arizona State University to operate. 

Guided tours offer visitors a chance to discuss t he art in depth. though t hey also are free t o ramble 
on their own and at their own pace . There are only two rules. Sklar says: don't leave t he trail and 
don 't touch the rocks. 

The Adobe Mountain Railroad Museum and Desert Rai lroad is near the Deer Valley Rock Art Center and 
also takes advant age of the open spaces and desert mountain vi stas north of the Loop 101 . 

"We ' re maki ng t hi s a big mechani ca l park." said Cliff Fought. a min iature rai lroader at the ra il road 
museum. With N, HO and G gauge trains. a porter tank engine that once worked in the mines . and a live 
steamer. the park ha s more than seven mi les of track on which it wi ll offer free rides from noon to 5 
p.m. Sundays once t he park reopens Sept . 6. Like many local attract ions. it was closed for the summer. 

The park hopes to add a 24 -inch gauge rai lroad that once operated in a sa lt mi ne. and an antique 
tract or club wi ll soon lease 20 acres to show its machines. A blacksmith club wi ll start doing live 
demonst rat ions next spring . 

Copyright 2003. azcentra l .com. All rights reserved. 
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Coalition seeking more regulations 

By David Madrid 
The Arizona Republic 

By most accounts, the Rock 
Products Association is either 
the most powerful lobby at the 
state Legislature or the second 
most powerful behind the 
League of Arizona Cities and 
Towns. 

So it will be interesting to 
see how the sand and gravel 
businesses represented by the 
association will fare as the in
dustry becomes the topic of po
litical discussions. 

Complaints are on the rise as 
residents and the businesses 
find themselves side by side. 
There are complaints from 
residents of dust, noise, odors 
and emissions from unmoni-

tored stacks and of constant 
· truck traffic . 

Those who complain about 
the sand and gravel operations 
say they are typically sent to 
various government entities 
that claim to be powerless. 

Retirees from Sun City and 
Peoria's Ventana Lakes com
munity say they are tired of 
that inaction, and they accuse 
lawmakers of putting the inter
ests of rock-products busi
nesses before their 
constituents. 

They have vowed to make 
sand and gravel a campajgn is
sue in Districts 15, 17 and 19 in 
the coming legislative elec
tions. They say they will try to 
organize 100,000 votes for can
didates who will stand up to the 

VALLEY & STATE 

industry. 
The complaints from Sun 

City and Peoria led to a meet
ing called by Sen. Brenda 
Burns, R-Glendale, to get the 
industry leaders, residents and 
regulating agencies together 
to find out who is responsible 
for what. 

Burns said one thing is cer
tain: There has been a break
down in communications, and 
there is a need for better dis
closure. 

She said industry inspec
tions, emissions from plants 
and zoning near the businesses 
also must be addressed. 

Burns says she's not sure yet 
whether the issue requires leg
islative action, but Maricopa 
County Supervisor Mary Rose 
Wilcox says it is time to change 
state law. 

Wilcox says a task force ol 
residents, representative!: 
from the rock industry and 
home builders association, 
county officials, and other af
fected parties should be 
formed to address the conflicts 
and create rules for land uses 
near the businesses. 

That task force could find 
common ground and avert po
litical battles over the issue or 
prevent residents from mount
ing an initiative or referendum 
drive, Wilcox maintains. 

"There has to be a give and 
take, and it can't all be one 
way," she said. "Sand and grav
el has to work with us so this 
doesn't blow up in their face." 

Reach the reporter at 
david.madrid@arizona 
republic.com or (602) 444-6926. 



Greenbelt arguments were self-serving 
After reading Mike Ellegood's 

self-serving piece (Tribune, July 
20) in which he describes the flood 
peril in north Scottsdale, one must 
wonder what he and the Maricopa 
County Flood Control District were 
thinking when homes were 
allowed to be built in Scottsdale's 
so-called flood zone. 

The area, of which Ellegood 
expresses such concerns, has been 
part of the landscape for eons. He 
could have taken steps in the past 
to raise the same concerns with 
Scottsdale to prevent the high
density development that he now 
says is threatened with destruc
tion. 

The answer is that he and the 
district have been part of the same 
group of developer-friendly bureau
crats that have tacitly supported 
continuous development of land in 
the north without regard for the 
consequences of such unmanaged 
growth. Having stayed in the back
ground for the past 10 years and 
not taken one single step to pre
vent this growth, he now says that 
a massive $100 million project is 
needed to prevent a potential catas
trophe in the future. 

In his article, Mr. Ellegood 
makes the inflammatory comment 
that the area is "nearly" as hazard
ous as land near the seacoast He 
doesn't say what coast and under 
what conditions. Can he possibly 
imagine that it is as flood-prone as 
the coast of Florida in a typical hur
ricane? 

He talks about a "house in the 
wrong place could get hit with 41h 
tons of debris." Yes, it might, if it 
was built in the middle of a large 
wash, but nobody in his or her 
right mind would do that and, 
besides, it's not permitted by the 

city or the federal government 
These statements are nothing 

more than scare tactics in a last
minute attempt to support a highly 
flawed plan that does not deserve 
the public's endorsement and over 
$100 million of taxpayer dollars. 

The primary objective of Elle
good and the district is to reduce 
potential flood damage to land in 
Phoenix under development north 
of Mayo Boulevard and on the 
west side of Scottsdale Road - the 
Rawhide wash. He has personally 
promoted a plan to build a 3~foot . 
retention basin dam in Scottsdale 
at Dynamite and Pima to hold 
water that eventually flows into 
Phoenix. This was rejected ' 
soundly by the lOcal residents and 
even the past City Council didn't ·. 
like the idea The dam is primarily 
designed to protect Phoenix- if 

· it's necessary, let Phoenix built on 
their land. · 

The Scottsdale residents who live 
in the area designated as a flood 
zone oppose the Desert Greenbelt 
project. At a meeting held by the 
Anny Corps of Engineers earlier in 
the year, speaker after speaker 
opposed the plan. 

It is time for the city council to · 
pull the plug on a costly plan that 
has highly questionable value and 
is not supported by the vast major
ity of residents who live in the 
area The city has already spent · 
over $19 million of taxpayers' 
money for studies, legal fees and 
other costs in an attempt to rati<r 
nalize the project. It is time to end 
this boondoggle. 

Robert Vairo 
President 

(for) The Board of Directors 
Coalition of Pinnacle Peak Inc. 
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Pho!D by Bill Dosham 
The contractor is on the job between 65th and 67th avenues along Northern Avenue. installing storm 
drainage pipes. Traffic will be restricted to one lane until the work is done. 

Commuters-on ort 
d ifter;en.t .r~ute -to~ 

~ e" ~· --1. ~ I' ... .... ,~ - ..._~ -- • 

The Flood Conttol 
Distr-jct of Maricopa 
County; working with 
Achen-Gardn.er Inc., 
started placing storm 
drain pipes beneath the 
railroad track tha1: 
cro ses Northern A v
enue at the 65th Av
enu e _ alignment this 
week. Traffic at that 
location is being re-

siricted-io one lane in_each 
direction until construction 
is completed, which should 
be in about a month. Traf
~fic on Northern A venue 
wi ll be routed to the outside 
or curb lane in each direc-

-· ·"' -
tion. 

- ' "This constructi<;>~ may 
slow down traffic· in th~ 
area:~. said·-Ftood Control 
District construction man-

agerFJl!(IFuller. "Taavoid 
tbeinCon enienceandpos
sibledelay \ e would ask 
that people choose a dif
ferent route during this 
time."' 

The work is~ing done 
as part of the ongo· ~Or
angewood Storm Dram 
Project Anyone with ques-

-tions can call-the project 

hotli:ne at (f.Yl 2 1-9431. 

a 



. he bureaucrats and a taxpayer 
. 0 a ·13 a taxpaye~ property owner / something without a permit Is that your job uh, do you know hoW'to do this phone?" 
and voter called Maricopa County plahnlrtg to go In and do stuff ... " · Bureaucrat II: "Hello, flood control, this 
depart ment. A code er![ofcement officer who Allen: "That would be me" Is Bill ." . , 
happr ' to wallc by the ringing phone plclced Taxpayer: . "What would be the recourse Taxpayer: "Oh, flood Control ......:.. HI. I was 
up. n._ ..xpayeraskedanumberq{questlons . . u.:: I . just Inquiring about putting a road trL.it Is 

. tvhlch when overlaid on cour:tty planning's nc- Allen: "What happens to you?" In ktllCl of a remote area abd I was ~old yoi.t' 
: tton.S·, or lack qf action, · on: Continental Moun- Tmcpayer: "Yes." . ' , can Just go In there on a wee)< end when ·no-· 
· taln.(Gold Mountain Estates arid Scott Schu,fJ's Allen: "Well what we do ls send a number body Is lookuig atid pitt It lh there iuiti I jtist 
. proposed helicopter pad) make ,the case tltat of ofllclallookl.ttg notices which say you crut't wanted to make sure - can you do lliat?'' 
·tHere IS a major dt!:t:onnet:'t between the cowl- do tills, you are In violation of article section Bill: "Not legally, you can't." · 
: ty .b·oartl. of ·supervtii.brs, Director qj PUmning dada da. and then If nothing happens we al- Taxpayer: "No?" 
·.·Jo!j'R(dt 1:titl:t Coufttg :Attorney Jim Minter and ·· low a total of 60 days, if nothing happens · Bill: "Because we come out and If things 
· their subordinates. See ~·My VIew" 0n page B- then we ·get, uh, you know, turn it over to the have IJeen. altered then it's turned over to 
2, qft:er· reading tllls .telephone excllahge. county attorney's office for furti1er legal ac- code enforcement." . 

. ,. , . : . . . . . . Uc1n and per offense· there ts up to fotir · · Taxpayer: "1\ntl code eJiforcement Is the 
TaXpayer: "WoUld I be able to get a build- months In jail and a stllf flue , person I was just talking to then?" , 

Wg ·permit If the · on..l.Y access I had to my "R1ght this ml.flute we happen to be gotug BIU: "Right, because then ybti have a vlo-
. house ,was Uliough? helicopter?" crl.tnlJ1ally through the .county attorney's of- . latlon. Anything done within Maricopa 

·Bureaucrat: Loud alJCi sustained laughter. flee, however very shor,tly we are gotng .to be County, , gre101ng,- uh( ,?t1yd111g or anything 
"Highly doubtful." More laughter. . . . sWitching over to civil with our own hearitig does hf.ls to be permitted.' . ·.,. 
. Taxpayer: "Is that flgl\F" · · . officer that would- we don't have tile power Taxpayer: "OK, Anything. huh?" · · · . 

Bureaucrat: ''Yeah -. lilgl1ly doubtful. We right now through ti1e county attorney's of• · Bill: "Auythlng:'' 
don't have a fl~et of hellcdpters to get a build- flee to Hen the property and so by dolrig It Taxpayet·: "Is tl1~re any ~xceptlon. like if 
!rig Inspector up there." . civilly like that we can impose our own flues It's a private easement or lt's

1 
... " · 

Taxpayer: Oh, Ok that's a good po1.t1t. on a daily basis If need be; Like I s<:Hd If a big Bill: "If you are moving tlirt theri it re-
Umm , . . contractor Is dolng sometliWg that, on a dal- quires a permit within Maricopa CountY." · 

Bureaucrat! ".Yeah gee, U1at Is a new one. ly basis is out day lf1 and tlay out dotr1g it and Taxpayer: "<Jk. How about Lf It's on a bill-
! don't think I've ever heard that one."· More he Is aware that he shouldn't be. Tl1eu we carl side? Would that make a differehce?" 
laughter; . l.tnpose a real stiff flue, like you !mow a thou- BUI: "That would malte a big tllJferetJCe," 

Taxpayer: "You work at plrumlng ru1d zon- sand dciUars or ten thousand dollars or what- Taxpayer :" I woulll be able to db It thei1?" 
ing, right, I've got tile right department? What ever and make It 1:1 dally lhiilg. . Bfll: "No. · With .hUistde. Jt takes special 

· Was your name?" · "And then go back and lien Ute riroperty." regulations to do anything on a hillside.", '. 
· . Bu reaucrat: "Lori Allen. l'm a code en- .. ., Taxpayer: "~ould you U1en keep the Jail Tmcpaycr:" OK." . . · 1. 

·. fbr_i;e t officer Who JUSt happens to be tl.tne still?" . ' ' · Blll: "Aud wlmt you ar~ ,golrtg lo belook··· 
'· wrukl._"' by;. the recepfiohist, just this Allen: "Possibly. You know it just depends tug at If you are .Jookthg at. ptittltlg a toad. brl , 
. m!hu£e.1 / .' ·• ·' .r · ·•· · · '· · · '· ·. · · ' .:.on ... It is totally on~ a' casf!, fi}f case hasts , it hJIIstde. thr.u .)loll WOtllrJ have to 'come !n 

· TaXpayer: "Oh, code. enforcelnentl Hey. so would depend on ; the severity. · Ypu lmow with grading and drainage plans, probably 
~f I_ ·put . a . t?~~ ·l.t;l ~ 1f . i~ was like a private somebody who had slt~ck ~ llt.tlc s.hed In t_he hydrology .reports - It would have to ~e ~p- ' 

'. ~~sery1e~t <: t. could~Ust · bia:cte. thfi~ ln . R1gl1t? If wrong place on ·thetr property· ce~ta~uly ,w~i: · p~oy~~ .t~~~ugh zonll?g to be. golitg ott 11~1~ , 
_ ; l~;{aye~: w_tthirt' _the/)f._, ~ .. ; •·:: .;· ;''.\ ··; ., . . . 

1
. • ·probably ,wouldrt't go ther~ but· .;, 'Vy';t•·,:·; · .>( · :,·sti:le. !lrd.wo.ulq have ttJ be approved by flood r 

•J:~-~--~~r:S:riV:e~, :;.~~-~U:u h~v~:J~' have a perhtlt - ' •, 'faxj:myer! "Somebody ~ho }Jut .~ rJ5aa Up a:""':·•an,ct .. l?rVP~~· :s~~tY! ~· .- ~· ': ... .. ·. ·':: .~·;nf·:r -~~ !,\j,\1 
.•J o 9-~ :~Y· gtai::lmg ?~ . qla~g.":' . : . · · · ., . hil1~lde vrould probably ... ~ :·. · ·.· ·• · · 1 

. ' ' ' T~ixpayer::~rtegat"'dle~~?~ ·. 1 -.~,T~m\p.\: · )"{: .7•. 

:1;' \ TaXp.l:\Y.erl 1 "£1~· .tl~ t:-; ·:}~ l; <: ::;.: . ' . ·, . . · · · ~ AI ten; . :·Yeah . (glgglesJ that's:· different'; : · Bill. tJfM~ipif.~s.~n.;:!C•ht("t W'i('~~~~·~~i~4}/r!~ 
~·; " ... A11M1}X'~.!:,. bMM:Use ' citi flood control is- yeah .. " · .. · . : . · , , .. .... ... . :.. . . ·: · · ·· .Taxp'l:lyer:: '~~OK . WHqt1 'f: It .Wl:1~ftrfm·wli§'fit; .- s~!~s .. , ~.,.·:" }/··;·r· :·; ·;t .' ~ 1 1 / :~ ••. •• ··•. ; .• • . : · • : . · . , ; . ·Trucpa.Yt:t: · "f\nd tlleri whtr·Wotild be tHe ! ·then? Tve ~M; ~/Vdn'l rttrg'H t~l~v~H,~(hUilltl 
r .!;·T~ayer: •''O~i ; · .. bK:~·: . .' :.~.··:; · . .. r · one tn charge of clecidlng,1who ·W?tild enforce cre~k : ·It · doesn't rfow· all ~ tlle1

: Utrte / b~fl •iU~ ~ 
,. !· · ~·All~t1: : ~But It's .Just, a \graWrtg permit, you , it? Then .tf u. did come to yi:nm people who pretty heavy flowtng whett It t\oeg .~ ~l~ ·-· ~rf ; 
~~ow.~ . . ' . :. I . .. . . •.• '\. · : (:·,,·' ·. r>_;: ... . ·' .. Would be\ LlHi otl<i enforclilg it?" . '. ,: ' . . . . . Bill: "Wh~t happeris 'mi . litQse' w~ . £i tile 
:· ... : ·:'TaXpayer: "So. what• do· t do, just come 1.t1 · Allen: '(The code · enforcement officer for plans come In · you submit w~mt yoti ·Me'· 

there. and apply for. it?" · · that · ... " · , . . · want1.t1g to do on it, what you are pro 9s-
. ·.· · Allen: '·'Exactly.'' Taxpayer: "You guys would actually be 1.t1g - taking a look at. that, what, the liy:.r 
. . Taxpayer: "Do I .?eed engineering plans or able to . enforce - and who oversees what drology reports corpe In showing whal ~~~ . 
,_anything ltke that? . you guys do then?" of flow that has had In past history, ·and 
, ' Allenr ."We~ it tlepen~s on how extensive It . , Allen: "In terms of a person's name or ... " would 1.t1 the future, and normally t.iie.y, ~re 

is. /41d I tlon t teally know what thetr big crt- Taxpayer: "It would be like the county su- go1r1g to hold you to stay wHit the natUraf 
teria is, but. I cru1 let you tallc to somebody per,vlsois then?" . grade." . · · ' "' 
over there~ but what I do know is- that Allert: "'Well' ultimately ~ yes, yes. yes . We · Taxpayer: "What would ' that rrleah 

· ·. a.nY time you take a blade to a piece of · then of course, our director of planning and then?" . . . " · 
grqund, a piece of desert, especially a piece of development Is, Is you know klnd of regtou- Bill: "If It's a creek then it would be s fay~ 
desert that has llever .. been developed at all, al, you know, aild then .. .'' lng Just basically scraping the surtace to 

. you know you are defln.ltely reroutJ~g. you . iaXpiiyer: "Who is that7" stay with that natural contours.'' · · ·-. 
·are possibly ,rerouting. I should.ri't say dell- Allen': "Joy R1ch." · Taxpayer: "Ole. So I could put one in 
nltely, but you are . possibly rerotitlng some Taxpi;i.yer: .. "Oh, Ok, Ok. Well could I there?" · · , · . 
· runor 1d especially · orl a hillside and it speak td' 'somebody about gettl.tlg .. .'' Bill: "Yes you could go through with the 
soun,. ..ke ' If access ts only by helicopter Allen: ''You bet, let nle ngute out hdw to npproval . Like I say havlng a permit on H." 'l 
(laughter) you ru·e probably on ·a ·hillside, or use this phone ... since I was just \valkl.ttg by Taxpayer:" Ok. I dqn't have f.o do a 
on top of a mountain somewhere. So there Is here. One sec.'' · hrldge or anything like that I could JUst >I·." 
serious runoff concerns there." Taxpayer: "Thanks.", Bill: "No .not If you felt comfortable,, we 

Taxpayer: "Ok, that is great then. Is Allen ~ (Talking to sdn1eone l.n l1cr .office.) really prefer that you st~y with the natural 
there . .'. cru1 you transfer over to .somebody "You know what, I Wru1t to trru1sfer this contours when you are doing ariythl.tlg." • 
then? Oh you know what. If somebody did tlo phohe to you arid she. has a question and. Taxpayer: "Ok thanlc you for your help." 

-- -----·--·--·- ---·- -------'-- -
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ulldozing wetlands f!g,
n~ar Sky Harbor -·an odious choice I 

• There are airports across the 
nation that have wetlands, rivers, 
farmlands, oceans, lakes and even 
landfi lls which . atlTact birds at one 
or both ends of their runways. eenbelt column raises key questions 

· Many fi nd ways to prevent birds 
from gumming up aircraft engines 
other than bulldozing habitat, so it 
is especially odious to read that the 
acting Phoenix av iation director 
proposes to re-kil l the Rio Salado 
river bed east of Sky Harbor, just as 
it is beg·inning a slow rebirth of 
habitat after years of mining, grad
ing and dumping. 

Surely a college-educated min
ister of public policy could devise a 

·more scientif ic and env ironmentally 
sensitive approach than to "clear 
the vegetation." The Rio Salado· can 
be both a recreational area fo r our 
community and riparian refuge for 
wildlife . It should not be a drain 
pipe swept free of life and nature. 

For 35 years l have twice daily 
crossed the Rio Salado and despite · 
the benign neglect it receives, I 
increasingly see cranes, egrets and 
other migratory birds beginning to 
appear. Every "creature" (as the 
aviation officia l calls them) 1 have 
seen has been pecking away looking 
for dinner, chatting among them
selves about philosophical matters 
or coming and going at levels 
barely above the river bank. I have 
seen none dodging planes at 650 
feet in the center of the glide path. 
And to the best of my knowledge, 
no bird-plane catastTophe has oc
curred in this area. 

So why the haste to spend a 
barrel of publ ic dollars for someone 
to wring their hands over a near
zero risk? It seems to me that 
wiping out these vegetated areas 
will accomp li sh only three things: 

Reduce the bird-plane collision 
probability from nearly zero to very 
nearly zero; make that section of 
the river as inhospitable to man and 
beast as is possible; and reinstate 
the world " ugly" as the Phoenix 
definition of the Rio Salado. 

- Earl de Berge 
Phoenix 

ike Ellegood, who wrote a col-
u supporting the Desert Green-

~ It in the July 20 Tribune, is chief 
"J ngineer and general manager of 

the Flood Control District of Mari
copa County, but for whom does 
he really work? 

Where was he when 6,800 
houses were zoned by a developer
friendly council in this "high haz
ard area" in north Scottsdale? Why 
did he not warn them that they 
were in "harm's way"? Why did he 
not stamp his feet and scream. until 
they listened that the U.S. Geologi
cal Survey rates the area in ques
tion "the second-highest on its 
scale for comparing dangerous 
flooding areas"? And why does he 
now say that "a stop of develoJ>
ment is not an option"? 

But, most importantly, if he truly 
believes that this area in north 
Scottsdale is the "most hazardous 

> c c' t I ; ,.JI{ \ 

//r ·n i. f~ 

fi'iA 

area in Maricopa County" and is 
concerned for lives and property, 
why does he not call for an imme
diate cessation of all building in 
this "highly unstable" area? 

A l~year flood could occur at 
any time and until the situation is , 
studied and rectified, further build
ing is irresponsible and dangerous. 
Instead, he wants the taxpayer to 
support more development by con
structing the Desert Greenbelt 

As he pointed out, land near the-· 
seacoast has nearly the same risk ' 
yet many people enjoy living near ·· 
or on the beach and we don't try to 
reroute the -ocean. People are free 
to make informed decisions and 
assume risks for their life choices 
and those of us who choose a safer 
route should not subsidize those · 
who choose greater risks. 

Fmally, building the Desert 
Greenbelt will allow many more 
structures to be erected in north · ·, 
Scottsdale, and as Ellegood poinfi· 
out, "alluvial fan stream channels 
are highly unstable . .. and storm
water coming off the mountains 
charts new paths to reach the 
desert floor." 

Can Ellegood guarantee that a 
disaster won't happen even if the 
greenbelt is built? As we change 
the face of the desert by pouring 
more concrete, we change the flow 
dynamics of the stormwater just as 
we change our climate. But now, 
more lives and more property will 
be at stake. Again, whose payroll is 
Mr. Ellegood on? 

Dawn Brokaw 
Scottsdale 



lt~fi} 
ossible ·trail links 

anno.unced 
BY KRISTEN 
GUNDERSEN 
Independent 
Newspapers · 

Queen · 'cr~ek, 
Gilbert and Mesa 
have formed a 
pru:tnership to ere~ 
ate a park-like set
ting in the area's 
flood csmtrol . 
ru·eas. 

In recent years, 
the East Valley has 
experienced 
tremendous sprawl 
and one of ·the 
challenges the area 
must now address 
is : recreational 
activities , accord
ing to · · Fulton 
Brock, Maricopa 
County District 1 
supervisor. 

"Today we ·have 
challenges," said 
Supervisor Brock. 
"And now we 
want to assist in 
bringing the area together to bring west of Greenfield Road. 
open space, green belts and trails· On the onset, .flood prevention 
in a 25-mile corridor around goals were · intended to reduce 
Maricopa County." . . .scouring . on ' the flood.plain, ero~ 

. T)1e challenges are being met in sion and to pro~ide protection for 
the form of a 25-mile trailhead irrigated lands, · residential and 
the Superstition SanTan Corrido; . retail-commercial properties, 
atld Marathon Trail, which will roads., highways ·irrigation canals 
follow the county floodways and other facilities. 
aiJ·eady in existence in these three Cheryl .Banta, special projects 
cities. mimagei" for · Pinal County, said 

Kris Baxter, spokeswoman for the county would be interested in 
the Flood Control District of forming imy partnerships to link 
M~ricopa County, said although into the . exist~ng . Arizona Trail 
th1s project has no immediate and · the· soon~to-be built Lost 
plans to link to . trails in . the . Goldinine Trail , in the 
Apache Junction area, future . Superstition Foothills. 
local· links could be developed in Like Apache junction, the City 
the future. · of Chandler is not included. in this 
· "But people in the A.J. area project, but that certainly doesn't . 

will certainly use this trail," she mean people won't use it. · 
said. "I see the project as a signifi-

The . East Maricopa Flood way can.t amenity, not : only for our 

flows·_,from north ' to ·•south:o<ancl· ,.,.~~,d~d.~,~~~ -.~.-,~~ ~ .~.~~~~.J~.~., ~~e , 
passes through. Mesa, Gilbert and re,wn as a whole. Anytime you 1 

Queen Creek: The fl?od.way - js can provide large tracts of open '. 
owned and operated by the Flood space that run through a number 
Control District of Maricopa of communi~i~s, you 've devel
County and is 26 miles. long. It oped somethmg special. And · · 
extends from Brown and though the · Superstition SanTan 
Greenfield Roads north to the Cor~~dor and Marathon Trail is 
Maricopa/Pinal County line at not m C~andler, I think the peo
Hunt Highway on the south. The pie of this community will take 
water out-falls onto the Gila · advantage of this amenity," said 
River Indian Community, just · Chandler Mayor Jay Tibshranyy. 
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Chandler and Queen .-. 
Creek to match fun& ~ 
from ~aricopa district:: 

BY LE TEMPtAR 
TRIBUNE 

:\f a r i c o p a C o u n t y i s 
expected to spend S9 million 
on storm drainage projects 
thc.r voill reduce flooding ·- in· 
Chandler and Queen Creek - · 
_ The county Board of Super-· 

VIsors will >ote today on tWo 
agr-eements to release money 
from the county F16od Control 
Distri-ct. 

Chandler and Queen Creek 
would match the county with 
local tax dollars, raising >ihQ; 
total amount to $18 million..~•: .. 

~ - ·•~o 

1f we .can partner with 
cities of Chmdlet; and · • • 
Creek to~ and build~ 
ativ«: solution-s to flooding 
problems.. then we are using:--
our re&JUrCeS effectively," Ful- • 
ron Brock, R-District 1 of 
Chandler, said in a statement 

The S12.2 million Chandler 
project woold bnild a series Qt.: 
;tonn d:fia:ins and up~ 
water -retention basins in cf7t 
tral areas ot the city_ • ~~ . ~ 

. The 910dr will protect ~ 
mgs that~ been - c- • 

in ~ . U' COD ctrl trfinftii!; 

the earlY 1~. 
·"'F":Je fuirdring in thftr 

!be thinking in that tjijfe.:: 
was-~ we live in a deset4~~ 
d~n ~ n?ve to worry a~~iJ!-; , 
ram, said_ Gary LaFoi¥e, g~~: 
eral services superVIson,-:oi:; 
Chandler's . Public Wo¥~
departmenL "They really: 
didn't account for olaces:{to;' 
accumulate or get rid-of it";::-:.:·: 

.c. _. i."t 

One part of the prow~f: : 
affecting Erie and Ivanll~: 
streets was started bv CfuUF · 
d1er last winter and i~ nclii-fi: 
completed. The other ~g~ 
ments will be constructe .~m : 
~e<Lnext five years, laF~:. 

-~ :,-
"Wrth approval from tl:i~: 

counry, Queen Creek woo.ra··: 
begin to channel 2¥.! miles of: 
the Queen Creek Wash from. 
Hawes to Power roads. .~ ~ · 

like the Chandler storm · 
drains, the wash would be 
designed to carry water from a 
100-year flood. ~-. 

The project could r~~e 
nearly two square miles from 
the .t1ood plain, Town Engineer-' 
Dick Schaner said. That wool a. 
raise property values and eliifr 
inate tbe~_fDrjedeial11000 :~ 
insurance.. . - ;, 

Instead ofJuil$g._ttie 
into a deep- concrete· ~- --~--- ~ 
Queen Creek wants to'---~_.,, .. ~ 
wider, more environmenilJi 
compatible project_ ,_,+;ft. .. ~~. 

~-fany cottonwood trees ~ · 
other Il2!Ural vegetation wOUif 
be saved. ~·~+: 
__ Walking and horseback
ricii g paths would be: 
inciurieri.. 

"'t's our desire for the wash 
to be the backbone of a parks 
and trail sy:>1em, .. Town Man;. • 
ager Cynthia 5eelbamn:ier : 
said. • 
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Coi.Jnty misfe~sance; . . ·. 
· m81~eaS8nce ·and Corruption? 

. D£U7nlllons: 
Ml!ifeasance: The peiforrriance 

of a lawful action In an lllegal or 
Improper martni?r, . , · 

Malfeasance: Wrongful con-
duct by a pub/It official. · · 

· Corruption: (A) Inducement to · 
wrong by bribery or other unlaw· 
jul or Improper means. (B) A de
r)arture ji'om wltat Is pure or cor
rect. 

that they didn't need a ¢ermlt have to come from the supervl
because they were on a newly sors. Don . Shipley ·. was In 
.surveyed and staked easeinent. charge, and this Is also his dis

Nowhere Is that allowance In trlct: When qti~ried, other su
the code. Listen to Enforcernent perv!s6rs have deferrecJ to Stap-
Bureauci:at, "But what I do ley. . , . 
know is - that anytime you· take · Stapley also has a history of 
a blade to a piece of grdund, a involvement with "wildcat" sub

. piece of desert, especially a divisions and an investigation is 
piece of desert that has never still ongoing on Stapley's busi
beeri developed at all, you are ness deals concerning develop
definllely rerouting .... " Then merHs. 

The answers represented In she qualifies that but says, "If . Is this one of the "team" ef-
the transcript on page 8-3 ·is access Is orily by ·helicopter.' you forts where the other cduiity su-' 
not the first Lime that subordi- are probably on a hillside, or on pervisors merely look the othyr . 
nate ~mployees have disagreed top of a mountain soinewliere . way? Is there no sense of fidu
wtth the courity1supervlsors and So there Is serious runoff con- ciary duty? 
department heads on planning · 'cerns there ." · When someone calls a coun
and zoning matters. ·: Does that sound like It - ex- ty office and Is told by code en-

At the very outset of the rape actly - fits Scott Schuffs sltua- forcement and flood control 
of Continental Moui1t~ln by tlon, where ·he Is requesting a that -putting a bulldozer blade 
Wayne Smith and his merry helicopter permll,on top of Con- to desert requires a permit, why 
hlghwayme·n , Director of Plan- llnental Mountain and where a doesn't Wayne Srrlith and com-
ning Joy Rich, County Attorney road has raced up the mountain pany require one( . 
,Jim Minter and ther1 Chairman to get to tliat homesite? . Why Is It that hillsides are 
of supervisors Don Stapley have When seven men were in- even more special and · yet Joy · 
come up with lame excuses for jured in Apr. 1999 while gat\ter- Rich and her subordinate say 
their soft handlln~ bf the Conti- lng saguaros for sale from the that especially If It Is on a hill
nenlnl Mountain project. . · road allgnment It seemed that side - and considered a 'road -

First of all, ,county and towu finally the county would do no permit Is required? 
of Cave Creek recor.ds show that something to bring this wildcat Ask wl}.ere . it Is written and 
Smith misrepresented h~s : own- project Into compliance. . they will tell you "that It Is as-

. ~rsh~p. Smith ,C~Ejlnied 1 ., apd· his ·i Showing panic, Don Stapl~y sumed." 
map s.howed, that lf~l! .1 bo acres said that he would ·challenge The mari who wrote the hill
owned by several_- owilers were ·· County Attorney .. Jim Minter side ordinance, Bob Brittain 
part of liis project. .It wasrt1£ and and see to It that the proj~ct and ex-county planrter Dennis 
Isn't.. . . . . was properly permitted . · . Zwagetman ' say · Gold Canyon 
. .Ti1is ha s Leen i).c!n ted cut to . . E~rer:.:th!.ng chatige·d ,sJ;~n Est~ttes !~ out ~f coJnpl12n~P,. ! 
the county countless times, · the accident victims survived. . Ron Short, Cave Creek's di-
They don't .care. Th.~Y. ~ay , ,".Uiat · · The couttty forced ' a ' P,eih1lt · fill rector o1 planning says tlut,t

1 
Ute 1 Is a clvll tnatter! get an ~ .. ·a ttor:. rtght • a- dust control permit! A project Is out of cotflpllaiice. ; •1 hey.i" , ;. " 1. ·';, ·.:·y . · . ) ,.,'~ -; ··( .. , •il, permtt that never has tleen en- · · We have ptlnted tens of'ti1oti· •, 

. ' T tat Is, easy I,Of, Jh~lb Jd''say , (circed. I :, . ' j!': . '}\ , • .• 1 ~~· . ,: ',. sand~ ofwordsoWthts1proje'ct: .' 
for lh t~tJs U. t~l.Jala·nc~~ s~~t~!,ti of._ · .. One. ~f th~ .P~ople a~ the .. acpl- we 'ar.e. ~rep~atln'g_ qil t~!el~e.s . npw. ·: 
goverrimel1t'r'cotinty.; ehlplpYees ,,; dent . see ~ saJi;l. that I tlieY had I • ' Where is the AHofney deher~ ~ 
are protected by .. the c;outHy at• .P tried to gel' the pr6jec;:t slowed, a?" I · kno\\1 this ·slti.iaUoh 'has . 
torney • 

1 
the 1rvery agertcy ti1at · that' they were pusl~lrig tob fast beeiffepdrted to' theirl in ct~ta1t :~ 

your tax dollats ·sUpport. , . ·.and It' was lirlsafe. ; ' ." .~· · ·' ' Wiiere .Is the . dovethoi'1s bt-
Remember> that to thl~· day, He said that Scott Schuff had fice? They are fuliy ·lnformed at-

the county has required no pure 1a ed or traded for ' 40 so . 
; . grading :,R,ertp.l~~ ·.on •. Conti~eq.tat-... ~ ac;:l' t;~ , ~!-"t.h~ . n~o,upt~li~ stlatinW . . Vv'he;.:_e 1s the Dep,ert Foo .hi!!s . 
· M<;n~filalH\ : ~~t?~i;~}~~pttf;-~t11~~~~ : Jctii~'l~~a.t"t-.1silit tfi~~m~ii~~d·t4~t.\ · , ··v.an~: ·rrns t..~ ~t1ri:l~~~l htg!t1pM~r 
. -pqunty,i. e,nl~rce'?l~:n-~*~".a~H.~nffil~t · the . saguaro hatv~stihg #k:eep .~ ·file. preservattofi.isl.s?. · · · ··· 

employees ~ay :1 lr1 tH~ tfaii- pace with the road building:·· . '· · Where F~re . Cave Creek and 
scrlb~d Cbtfitnents? "You have -Contrast this mass deslruc- Carefree officials? 
lo have a permit to do any grad- lion and rem.oval of saguaros Where is the leglsla tute? 
lng or blading." PeriOd.· · :. . with o)lr last week's story about Where Is the television and 
· Flood e~nployee Bill ,' s~ld , "If Governor Hull and her family radio media? . 

you are tri'O, lng dirt, then It re- "adoptlrtg" two of 384 saguaros Where · are you, citizen tax-
quires a permit within Maricopa on Saguaro Hill. · ' payer? It Is In one way or an-
County." . . . · . Saguaros are saguaros dther in your back yard. 

Either Joy Rich needs rei:ne- whether on Saguaro Hill o'r' This saga screams for a serf· 
dial trci.l~tng by her subordt-· Continental Mountain. These ous lnvestlgatlo1i Into the Coun
nates or she needs to. train l'itately ancients have observed ty Board of Supervisors, J(Jy 
them. not to answer the phone. I · hundreds of years of history Rich and the county attorney's 
expect that she already has es- and this · project has thumbed office . 
tabllshed added controls so that Its nose at all that we In the Grand Jury lrivestlgallon? 
truth doesn't again seep out. foothills hold dear, lncludlng. Demand lt. 

. Hlch claimed that Smith et al our majestlc saguaros. . Gov. Jane Dee Hull 602 -542-
dldn 't need a gradtng perrplt be- . And our elected and appoint~ · 4331 
cause they merely had "brushed ed officials In the county have . Attorney ·General Jan el 
up" a mining claim road . . fudged ; ll~d. bobbed, weaved Napolitano 602-542-5025 

When Smith moved beyond and stonewalled. , 
the mine and up the mountain, Where Is the fix? I can be reached for comment 
and on to totally untouched Who has told Joy Rich to .· at 480-488-2021 ext. 25, or e-
desert terrain, she then said · look ,- the other way? It would mall at sonnews@aol.com. 





Guadalupe. project 
'will lead to parks 

By Peter Ortiz 
The Arizona Republic 

A sewer and drainage pi'oj- . 
ect may not sound exciting to 
most people. But for residents 
of Guadalupe, it will mean the 

I town's first park system. 
L/ < S M' \ ~ The East Valley town should 

r..----=:.__;:;__ ___ -ll~la'"v""'e~f6"'1:1""'~~n ._basins in 
. ......_ five years when t~770,000 

project is expecte9. to be com
pleted. · 

Three basins will be turned 
into parks,- with . some extra 
land left over that the town can 
develop. 

"It will mean more usable, 
open space for recreational 
areas," said Mary Rose Wilcox, 
a member of the Maricopa 
County Board of Supervisors. 
"We are going to control ' the 
flooding and get more use· out 
of (the land)." 

The Flood Control District 
of Maricopa County and· Gua.: : 
dalupe have been working to
gether since 1994 to solve the 
town's · flooding problems, 
which agency spokesman Joe . 
Munoz · attributes· -~o , the side-

' ' ' 

walks being built at str eet 
level. · · 

Tqwn officials obtained 
grant money to lower the --v- (: '1...\Jll ~ 
streets a~d build . additiona~·- t v\.U i\ ~"7\ _ _ - \ _ ! 
storm drams. It--'-~~~ 

About half of an 8.8-acre ba- ~ ~ ~ 
sin will be used to develop a ~c.y 

· park, leaving the rest for possi-
ble residential development. 
Five acres will be used to build 
a baseball field on another ba
sin, leaving about three acres 
for additional development. 

Construction on the basins is 
. taking place south of the High
line Canal, .between Baseline 
Road and Calle Cerritos, and 
west of A.venida delYaqui. The 
parks will include paths, 
benches and a baseball field. + 

Construction, which will be 
li.nl.ited to side streets north of 
Guadalupe Road and east of 
Avenida del Yaqui, may cause 
sqm~ temporary disruptions to 
wat~r ,and sewer service, offi
cials said·. 

' -
Reach th~ reporter at peter.ortiz 
@arizonarepublic.com or (602) . 
444-g726. ' :;., 
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LotJnty targets mosqmto areas 
- .,.,._.m, from Page Al 

any humans. 
"It's been a pretty bad year for 

mosquitoes this year all around," 
said Craig Levy, program manager 
for vector-borne diseases at the 
Arizona Department of Health 
Services. 

"As far as Maricopa County, this 
is the most virus I've seen in my 
16 years here." 

Meanwhile, nationally, scientists 
have tossed out their original 
diagnosis of a mosquito-borne 
ailment that has killed four people 
in the New York City area. 
Originally, the four were thought to 
have been infected by St Louis 
encephalitis. 

Now, scientists say that it's a 
·virus never before seen in this 
hemisphere and that birds flying 
south may have spread it to a far 
wider geograJ?hic region. The West 
Nile-like fever, as it is called, is 
usually found in Africa and Asia 
but has been found in 37 people, 
including the four who died. 

It's called West Nile-"like" be
cause scientists have not yet 
identified it with certainty. The 
disease's symptoms, fever and 
headache, are similar to those of St 
Louis encephalitis but are generally 
milder. 

In rare cases, the virus can cau;;e 
neurological disorders and death. 
The elderly, young and anyone with 
a weakened immune system are 
most vulnerable. 

Health officials in Arizona don't 
believe that the West Nile-like virus 
has made it to this state, although 
they are not ruling it out entirely. 

"Nobody knows for sure," Levy 
.said. "There's a humongous amount 
of questions that need to be 
answered." 

Until then, officials are warning 
residents who live in mosquito
infested areas to limit their outdoor 
nighttime activities, wear protective 

· clothing and use bug repellent 
"The fewer mosquitoes that bite 

you, the less chance you have of 
getting anything," Levy said. 

Arizona's mosquito problem can 
be blamed on a longer and wetter 
monsoon season, which officially 
ended Saturday, according to John 
Townsend, manager of the vector
control program for Maricopa 
County. · 

"We've had lots of storms and 
lots of water, and whenever you 
have lots of water standing, it's just 
a matter of time before mosquitoes 
start coming off," he said. 

Residents new to rural areas are 
unaccustomed to country living and 
the pests that come with it, 
Townsend said, so the county is 
called upon to spray more. 

In addition, mosquitoes have 
become a problem in cities that are 
building man-made wetlands for 
groundwater recharge and environ
mental reasons, he added. 

County trucks have been spray
ing more frequently and widely 
than in past years to combat this 
year's mosquito outbreak. 

Typically, the county sprays 
18,000 to 25,000 acres of land with 
two types of insecticide that kill 
both larvae and adult mosquitoes. 
This year, Townsend estimates, the 
county will have sprayed well more 
than 40,000 acres. 

"I haven't seen anything even 
close to this year for mosquitoes," 
Townsend said. "Sins:e July, month 
after month after month, it's been a 
zoo out there." 

·Most of the insecticide is spread 
in response to citizen complaints, 
although some spraying, especially 
to kill larvae, is routine. The 
county has been doubling its efforts 
in Queen Creek, southeast of 
Phoenix, primarily because of the 
publicity generated by the death of 
the 8-year-old girl there. 

"We've been getting a lot more 
complaints from Queen Creek," 

Townsend said. "Plus, we're focus
ing on areas where this little girl 
may have been. 

"We go ·off worst-case scenario 
until someone tells us differently." I 

For most healthy adults, mos
quito bites don't cause illness. Even 
those bites from mosquitoes carry
ing the Western equine or St Louis 
encephalitis viruses will cause only 
flulike symptoms of a headache 
and fever in healthy adults. 

Where mosquito viruses can 
become deadly are in young 
children, the elderly and people 
with weakened immune systems. 

But like all their victims, not all 
mosquitoes are created equal. 
Those that bite during the day tend 
to be nuisance floodwater mosqui
toes that don't carry disease. 

Conversely, the Culex tarsalis 
mosquitoes that bite at night carry 
viruses picked up from birds that 
then may be transmitted to humans. 

Although the mosquito scare 
back East is generating concern, 
health officials in Arizona cau
tioned residents not to panic. I 

"The odds of getting mosquito
borne encephalitis are very low," 
said Levy of the DRS. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta put the 
risk of serious illness from 
St Louis encephalitis at about 1 in 
250. · The risk for Western equine 
encephalitis is about 1 in 1 ,000. 

Still, it doesn't hurt to take extra 
precautions to avoid nighttime 
mosquitoes, at least for the next 
few weeks. 

"We're towards the end of the 
season, as long as it starts to kind 
of dry out," Townsend said. "His
torically, by mid-October, we're not -1 
doing any kind of fogging any
more." 

Kerry Fehr-Snyder can be reached at (602) 
444-8975 or at kerry.fehr-snyder@pni.com. 
The Associated Press contributed to this 
article. 

ounty 
targets 
mosquitoes 
Spraying attacks areas 
of encephalitis carriers 
By Kerry Fehr--Snyder 
The Arizona Republic 

In the dead of night, when most people are sound 
asleep, a fog is blanketing much of Maricopa County. 

It's part of a war on potentially deadly mosquitoes 
being waged by local health officials this fall. 

More than double the area normally sprayed is being 
fogged by county trucks in cities throughout the Valley, 
where encephalitis-carrying mosquitoes have been 
detected recently. 

An 8-year-old Queen Creek girl died last week of 
encephalitis, but health officials still don't know 
whether her disease was caused by a mosquito bite. 
Tests are being conducted to determine exactly how 
she contracted the virus. 

The state has confirmed at least 11 cases of the 
Western equine encephalitis virus and at least six cases 
of the more lethal St Louis encephalitis virus in 
samples of mosquitoes it has tested in the past few 
months. State health officials first issued an advisory 
about the problem for Maricopa, Pinal and Pima 
counties in July. 

Those mosquitoes are not known to have inti 
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The illustration that 
accompanies this 

editorial says it as well as 
anyone could when it speaks to 
the rights of one individual 
being as important as the rights 
of a collective group. 

The quote is one of many by 
John F. Kennedy, who had a 
marvelous ability to meld words 
together and make people think 
beyond the ordinary. It is a 
quote that was used as a 
campaign poster for victims 
rights last year. 

Although the Statue of 
Liberty poster was meant to be 
discarded when the new one 
came in to the office of the 
victims rights coordinator, it 
probably should be kept on the 
wall in the lobby. It reminds all 
of us that we can never forget 
individual rights are what made 
this country. 

While there are compelling 
arguments for "the common 
good" and "what's best for the 
majority," we need to be 
mindful about the individual 
whose rights are being stolen 
when we make our decisions in 
the halls of Congress, the great 
rooms of our sta te legislatures, 
the hearing rooms of our 
county supervisors and the 
chambers of our city councils. 

~Ul'l'UKIAL 
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erty 
Although it may have 

appeared to be a hasty and 
unseemly outburst by some at 
the City Council meeting last 
week, Mayor John Keegan's 
sudden response to a North 
Peoria resident's statements 
regarding a zoning application 
not only was meant as a 
defense of the City Council's 
actions but as his own state
ment about private property 
rights. 

That is what is being dis
cussed these days in homes 
throughout the length of the 
Agua Fria and New River 
tributaries in Maricopa County. 
West Valley residents who live 
adjacent to or near these 
mostly dry watercourses find 
themselves in the middle of a 
flood of controversy. 

Property owners in the 
county island north of Pinnacle 
Peak Road feel they have been 
left out of the process because 
they did not receive notification 
of public hearings about the 
Glendale/Peoria Drainage 
Master Plan. Those who are in 
the thick of the process at the 
F lood Control District of 
Maricopa County - engineers 
and project coordinators or 
managers at one level or 
another - had faith everyone 

~wners shauli stick toaeth r 

was informed and aware of 
everything that was taking 
place. A drainage ditch here, a 
retention basin there, perhaps a 
small recreation area over 
here. 

The Flood Control District 
has written statements about its 
failure to properly notify the 
residents most affected by the 
preliminary proposals for their 
property. The FCD has made it 
clear in their response to the 

residents that no plans are set 
in stone, nothing is final. And 
that is factual information as 
far as we have been able to 
discover. 

The fact remains : There are 
going to be disruptions in 
people's lives as a result of the 
drainage plans and the plans 
for the West Valley Recreation 
Corridor. It's a fact that should 
have been emphasized from 
the beginning. 

At the open house held at 
Peoria High Schoo l last month, 
a member of the aud ience 
asked why peop le were 
allowed to build in the flood
plains in the first place. 

One of the spokespersons 
for either the FCD or one of its 
consultants replied that Arizona 
is one of the few states where 
people are even allowed to 
own property in a floodplain . 

At the time, it appeared to 
be an innocent response. But 
as the days and weeks have 
passed since that open house, 
events have occurred to bring 
the issue floating to the sur
face. A condemnation of two 
properties at Bethany Home 
Road and 83rd Avenue; the 
possibility there could be as 
many as 25 property owners 
displaced in the Pinnac le Peak/ 
83rdAvenue vicinity. 

There is no reason to believe 
the FCD or any other govern
ment body is ready to "take" 
properties along th e waterways 
of Maricopa County. But the 
affected property owners 
should be aware th ey could 
become a force for change, as 
individuals with individual rights 
coming together to make th e 
pieces of the puzzle fit. 
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Jack Kurtz/The Arizona Republic 

Cart in the rain 
Charles Vandor keeps one hand on the cart and the other firmly on his umbrella Tuesday as he 
heads through the parking lot at the Bashas' store at Indian School Road and 32nd Street. 

Flood channe.l planned 
By Marty Sauerzopf 
The Arizona Republic 

Fearing that a major storm 
could send floodwaters into 
neighborhoods near the White 
Tank Mountains, Maricopa 
County will soon bl;!gin build
ing a new $3.5 million flood 
channel to protect residents. 

County officials said a major 
downpour could overburden 
the White Tanks North Inlet 
Channel and create a major 
flood hazard between Olive 
and Glendale avenues near 
Perryville Road. 

"It is important for us to re
member that while it does not 
rain often in the desert, when it 
does, severe flooding can oc
cur," said Valerie Swick, proj
ect manager for the county's 
Flood Control District. 

After a series of meetings 
with residents, the district has 
decided to build a new flood 
control channel between Olive 

and Northern avenues on the 
eastern side of the Beardsley 
Canal. 

The project will include cul
verts to carry flood water to the 
eastern side of the canal and 
will create a recreation corri
dor that could include hiking 
and equestrian trails. 

Swick said the channel was 
the least expensive of a num
ber of alternatives considered 
for the area. It will also have 
the lowest construction im
pact. 

The county is doing prelimi
nary design work this month. 
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©THE 2 AROUND THE VALLEY 

··Plant is the pits, neighbors say 
+Sand and gravel 
operation took 

-·~uea by surprise 
t:. . 
"' · By David Madrid 
, ... The Arizona Republic 

_, Todd Sundquist woke up one 
dl:}y in April to find a sand and 
gravel operation had moved 
into his neighborhood. 

1 A 30-year-old, rural area at 
Dysart Road and Southern Av
enue in the southwest Valley is 

;~~me to residents like Sund-
, quist who like their peace and 

L 9,uiet and space to ride their 
i ho1ses. The neighborhood has 
~- not taken kindly to the surprise 
·qr·rival of New West Materials. 
~- Sundquist and his neighbors 
have erected billboards de

l; nouncing the business and its 
· owners. They film the opera~ 
· tion and take pictures in hopes 
\Of catching the business violat-
ing laws. They have picketed. 

' They have approached, and 
continue to approach, any and 
all government entities who 

, might be able to help them re
·:move the business. 

And they hear the same 
~thing: "There's nothing we can 
::.do." 
:" · •They are so desperate that 
they've considered foregoing 

· the less-restrictive approach 
they have living in the county 
ih preference to the protection 

~a city could give them, Sund-
_quist said. 
-: But nearby Avondale can of
~fer little help either, concedes 
~eity planner Tony Widowski, 
·oecause the sand and gravel 
operation is already there. 

The city did send New West 
-QWners a list of requests, in
cluding hold neighborhood 
meetings, provide letters from 
neighbors within 300 feet of 
the operation and conduct a 
study of truck traffic. The 
neighborhood is in the city's 

Janning area. 
The sand and gravel com

pany, owned by Pulice Con
struction, never responded. 

Daniel McQuade, New West 
operations manager, says that 

Michael Ging!The Arizona Republic 
Horse owners (from left) Shelia O'Neal ,Tom Bartol, Janae 
Wells and Lisa Gorman oppose a sand and gravel plant. 

his company met . all the re
quirements of the state and 
county laws and therefore has 
the right to mine the 174-acre 
field. 

He said it would have been 
impossible to comply with 
Avondale's requests and still 
remain in business. · 

Widowski acknowledges 
that the law doe·s not require 
New West to respond or com
ply. "If they come into our city, 
they would have to follow 
these." -

McQuade said the company 
invested half a million dollars 
in preparation for mining the 

. property, and, therefore, it · 
isn't going anywhere. 

He said tp.s business will im
prove the area. 

"Those homes used to get 
flooded in that area," he said. 
"We've spent over a quarter of 
a million dollars on a flood-re
lief structure in there to elimi
nate that from happening 
again." 

trict of Maricopa County says 
that New West's flood control 
plan is a good one. 

Despite what the county 
may think of New West's ac
tions, once it met the flood-con-

. trol requirements, the di.strict 
had no choice but to approve its 
plan, said Michael Ellegood, 
chief engineer and general 
manager of the district. 

But there is another battle 
brewing between the county 
and New West. 

McQuade says the business 
can mix concrete and produce 
asphalt on the property. He 
says that under state law, New 
West doesn't need a special-use 
permit that would require citi
zen input. 

Maricopa County Supervi-

sor Mary Rose Wilcox dis
agrees, but New West is 
fighting the county on the is
sue, and it will likely end up in 
court. 

She laments the way the 
business moved into the neigh
borhood without informing the 
neighbors, but there is no law 
that requires it to do so. She 
says New West has no environ
mental nor restoration plans 
for the site. Those aren't re
quired either. 

But the county has little say 
except when it comes to flood 
control and dust, she says. 

"We've got no say over this," 
Wilcox said. "It's kind of like a 
flaunting." 

Sundquist agrees. 
"They (New West) just don't 

care about the neighborhood 
or the people· out here," he said. 

He ~so complains that the 
truck traffic from the business 
will be unsafe for the neighbor
hood. People will no longer be 
able to safely ride their horses, 
and the trucks will present a 
danger to the school buses 
transporting children. 

McQuade says Sundquist 
doesn't represent all the resi
dents in the area. He says there 
are those who want the busi
ness there, though he said he 
couldn't give out any names. 

Reach the r porter at 

dav id.~adrid@arizonarepublic.com or 

(602) 444-6926. 

But Joe Maroney, who lives 
in the neighborhood, points out 
that most of the houses are 
downhill from the plant. He 
frets that the berm and diver
sion canal around the property, 
will keep the business dry, 
while sending more water 
down on the neighborhood if 
the canal were to overflow. An
other canal running parallel to 
the New West canal has over
flowed its banks and flooded 
the neighborhood in the past. 
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Flood~control project promises 
to expand recreational 
a1nenities for local residents 

BY ANNA F OARD 
.,raJI ll'riler 

I n the Sonoran desert where water is scarce, 
the Gila River provides an oasis of lush green 
vegetation , an abundance of birds and pools of 

water seemingly mJt of place in the Valley's h ar sh 
environment. 

This unique ri ver system, uncommon for the . 
presence of water year-round, is a remnant of what 
used to be, decades before growth and da~ns dried 

up most of the nver s and 
channels in the Phoenix 
metropolitan area. 

In deed, it has been the 
abundance of water that h as 
put the river in h eadlines 
in years past- devastating 
floods that have washed 
through the nearby West 
Valley communities of 
Allenville and Buckeye 
during the 1970s and 1980s. 

In the coming years, the 
Maricopa County Flood 
Control District plans to 
implement flood control 
measures along th e Gila to 
protect the expected influx 
to the West Valley of people 
and businesses . 

In the process, the 
county also pl ans to restore 

and transform the river 's banks, where human 
encroachment and non -native species have driven 
out native habi tat and weakened nature's own flood 
mitigation methods. 

Historic uses of the river 
The county's $2 million project, called the El Rio 

Watercourse Master Plan, proposes to re-introduce 
n a tive wildlife and plants to the area, set up trails 
and education al centers and to limit the extent of 
flooding a long a 17.5 -mile stretch of the Gil~ Ri~er 
from the confluence of the Agua, Salt and Gila n vers 
to near SR85. The project covers areas in Avondale, 
Goodyear and Buckeye. 

In August 2002, the district began a two-year study 
to analyze the project area. One of the focuses of 
the study is to look at pre-historic and historic sites, 
including Hohokam, Pima and Papago Indian ruins . 

Remnants of prehistoric human activity h ave been 
found both north and south of the river, but much 

.,... See EL RIO, Page V68 
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Lake excursion 
(Above) Using canoes, experts working on the Mari
copa County Flood Contro l District's El Rio Water
course Master Plan check out various project sites, 
including Jackie's Lake near the confluence of the . 
Salt, Gila and Agua Fria rivers. (Ab.ove left) A _ferr~gl
nous hawk soars above the Gila R1ver, clutchmg 1ts 
prey in its talons . 
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EL RIO: 
reviving a river 

... From Page V66 

has disappeared to floods, homes , 
farms and roads. 

Jim Rodgers , principal 
investigator at Scientific 
Archaeological Services, spent a 
year gathering archaeological data 
for the E l Rio project. 

The findings are a stark 
reminder of the fragility of 
prehistoric and historic r uins. Of 
the 133 sites identified within the 
E l Rio area, 71 percent have had 
surface destruction - and more 
are destroyed every day. 

As development spreads and 
people move in, not only vandals, 
but also property owners not 
knowing what is on their land end 
up destroying sites, Rodgers said. 
· What does remain, however, 
gives us a glimpse into the 
importance of the Gila River to 
humans thousands of years ago. 

Long before the ranches and 
farms, before the cars and freeway, 
a civilization thrived along the 
rivers of the West Valley. In 
addition, water was a valuable 
commodity then, just as it is today. 

The prehistoric people may not 
have had the technology to build 
dams and dikes, but they knew 
how to control the water enough to 
irrigate their crops. · 

Research shows the possibility of 
two other can al systems in the E l 
Rio project area. 

In 1975, Rodgers recorded a 
unique prehistoric and historic 

canal system along the southern 
bank of the Gila River. He said 
he believes the prehi storic canal 
is unique because instead of 
taking water out of the Gila River, 
a series of channels diverted · 
seasonal water coming out of the 
Buckeye Hills arroyos into fields on 
the flood plain south of the Gila. 

Because the Hohokam did not 
have the technology to build dikes 
and dams so a canal could cross 
the various arroyos running down 

View photos by Owen K. Martin 

Early mill 
A rock outcrop near a Hoho l<am 
canal shows signs of use. Evi
dence in the area led archaeolo
gist J im Rodgers to bel ieve that 
the prehistoric American Indians 
used t he surface for gri nding 
mesquite beans, corn and other 
seeds to make food. 

Clues from the past 
(Left) A relatively undisturbed 
Hohokam canal st ill ex ists 
southwest of Buckeye . (Above) 
A rchaeologist Jim Rodgers ho lds 
a piece of decorat ive pottery dis
covered at the si te of a prehistoric 
Hohokam v illage near the Ag ua 
Fria and Gila rivers. 

the hills , with each new arroyo a 
new series of channels was created 
to divert the water. 

"It was an incremental canal," 
Rodgers said. 

By 1917, the Gila Water and 
Land Co., having the technology to 
build dikes and cross arroyos, had 
turned the system of incremental 
canals into a five-mile long 
continuous one. 

Although in use for no more than 
six years, this historic canal was 
unique. In 1975, Rodgers recorded 
the remnants of a pumping station 
at the head of the canal, indicating 
the company pumped water out of 
the Gila . 

Another canal system in the 
El Rio project area is the Liberty 
Canal, a 16-mile-long system that 
preceded the historic and modern 
Buckeye canal, according to a 1971 
map by amateur archaeologist 
Frank Midvale. 

The Liberty Canal, north of the 
Gila , had a main channel and two 
smaller distribution channels. 
The historic and modern Buckeye 
Canal follows similar alignments 
to the Liberty Canal, showing 
the canal systems incrementally 
moved away from the river. 

For example, the Buckeye Canal 
today is several hundred feet north 
of where the old Buckeye canal was 
in the early 1900s. 

Rodgers' research during the 
mid-'90s showed that Midvale's 
location of the Liberty Canal 
heading was slightly wrong, which 
makes him question the accuracy 
of Midvale's data. 

I'> See EL RIO, Page V70 
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Keeping ~vatch 
Great blue herons stand watch over the ir young in a 
rookery along the banks of Jackie's Lake, a reservoi r 
near the confluence of the Salt, Gila and Agua Fria 
rivers. Herons, along with snow and great egrets , are 

commons sights in the El Rio project area, a 17.5-mile 
stretch of the Gila River running through Avondale , 
Goodyear and Buckeye. 

El RIO: 
reviving a river 

..,... From Page V68 

How's the water? 
Another large focus of the El 

Rio study has been identifying the 
quantity, quality and location of 
water sources, testing the quality 
of soils and identifying different 
water treatment methods and 
where to enhance and restpre 
habitat. 

The task has fallen to Roland 
Wass and Sara Gerke ofWASS 
Gerke and Associates Inc. , part of 
a team of experts working on the 
project. 

They have been acting as 
a liaison between hydraulic 
engineers and biologists, Gerke 
s~d. · 

Discarded car parts and spent 
beer cans show signs of human 
activity in the Gila area, a sad 
reminder that folks still insist on 
visiting and swimming the effluent 

water of the river. 
The El Rio project, in part, will 

address these issues by educating 
the public about the river and its 
habitats- and the dangers of 
swimming in contaminated water. 

From 1958 to 1960, the Buckeye 
and Avondale area used 1.7 million 
pounds of the insecticide DDT, 
Gerke said. Though the material is 
slowly working its way out of the 
environment, there is still some 
potential concern, she said. 

Agriculture is not the only 
culprit. Urban storm runoff and 
water from the 91st Avenue Waste 
Water Treatment Plant (treated, 
but still effluent) make their way 
into the Gila River area as well, 
Wass added. 

Both surface and groundwater 
flow into the Gila, and the riparian 
habitat is key to treatment. 

Experts can design natural 
wetland systems to treat for 
a variety of different things , 
depending on what the source 
water is to that area, Gerke said. 

For example, a wetland can be 
developed at the point the water 

enters the project area and the 
water could be slowed down to 
settle sediments. 

Reeds, bulrushes an-d cattails 
may be used to help catch metals, 
minerals and solids, remove 
nutrients and add oxygen. 
Subsurface treatment may include 
a gravel matrix to keep water 
away from human and animal 
contamination. 

A big issue with developing 
wetlands is the threat of 
mosquitoes. Developing a 
subsurface wetland is one solution, 
though even with open water, 
mosquitoes can be controlled by 
having moving water or adding 
fish to cut back on the numbers, 
Gerke said. 

Where and how a riparian 
habitat can be restored requires 
looking at the quality, quantity 
and location of a water source. 

Wass and Gerke will look at 
whether a water source can be 
used for r estoration 'or whether 

&> See EL RIO, Page V72 
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El RIO: 
reviving a river 

~ From Page V70 

it needs treatment before they do 
restoration work with it . 

Another key factor in the 
r es toration equation is .the quality 
of the soil. Salt cedar, a non-native 
species notorious for how it has 
overrun many areas in the state, 
has made some soil too salty for 
other plants to survive. 

In some cases, the ground may 
not get enough water to wash the 
salt out of the soil, and salt cedar 
may be the only plant that can 
tolerate the salt content. 

It would take a lot of effort to 
eradicate the salt cedar, Wass said . 

"It's definitely always better than 
nothing in terms of habitat for 
wildlife," Gerke added. 

It's not all bad n ews either. 
Wass and Gerke have ide.ntified 
areas that are fringed with salt 
cedar, but have native willows or 
cottonwood thriving in the middle , 
areas that are potential spots for 
replacing the salt cedar with the 
natives. 

Identifying habitats 
The river area is home to an 

assortment of animals, including 
beavers , raccoons, javelinas, mule 
deer, badger s, muskrats, foxes, 
snakes and lizards. 

From great blue herons to 
Gam bel's quail , a variety of birds 
flourishes a long the river , too. 

The density of wading birds 
in the Gila River area is higher 
than anywhere in the state, said 
Tim Wade, a senior biologist for 
EcoPlan Associates Inc. , who is 
working on the El Rio project. 

While the channel of the Gila 
often stands dry, deep with sand, 
groundwater is only a few feet deep 
along areas of the river . 

At the eastern end of the El Rio 
project, near the confluence of the 
Gila, Salt and Agua Fria rivers, 
and toward the western end of 
the project near SR85, the high 
groundwater table produces a 
string of perennial lakes and ponds 
- riparian habitatthat seems out 
of place to a first-time visitor. 

Wade and his EcoPlan colleagues 
spent a couple of months canoeing 
the lakes and hiking along the 
channel to map the various 
habitats, identifying the vegetation 
and the animals that live along 
the river. The team also mapped 
areas where endangered species 
live and identified areas for 
possible restoration, referred to as 
"opportunity areas." . 

This data was then compiled into 
geographic information system 

~!!v~)~~Pf~s~~ in Jackie's 
Lake near the confl uence of the 
Salt, Gila and Agua Fria rivers. 
(Lett) Dragonflies touch down on 
a tree branch near the bank of the 
Gila River, home to an assortr_:nent 
of animals including beavers, rac
coons, javelinas, mule deer and 
foxes. 

(GIS) overlays using aerial photos 
of the project area (a 17 -mile 
stretch of the Gila ) and color-coded 
mapping of the different habitats. 

The GIS computer progTam 
can be used to quickly identify 
certain vegetation types or animal 
habitats . For example, you can 
pull up the mapping for suitable 
habitats for the Yuma cla pper rail 
bird or for salt cedar communities. 

_Wade and his colleagues 
identified 12 distinct categories of 
plant communities that support 
different wildlife. 

The information, along with 
research data from other experts 
working on the project, will h elp 
the Flood Control District find 
out what the opportunities and 
constraints are to the project, said 
Theresa Pinto, environmental 
services planner for the flood 
control district. 

For exani.ple, if the district 
needs to implement flood control 
measures in an area where there 
is an endangered species habitat, 
the project managers know that 
the process will be more difficult 
and will take longer because of 
more restrictions and necessary 
consultations with other agencies. 

The data can be used to identify 
feasible solutions for the flood 
control project, Pinto said. 

Wade's team found four 

~ See EL RIO, Page V74 
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Photo op 
Melissa Lempke, public involvement coordinator for 
the Maricopa County Flood Control District, snaps a 
photo while canoeing on Jackie's Lake near the Gila 
River with Chuck Williams, a civil engineering and 

resource management expert worl<ing on the El Rio 
Watercourse Master Plan . Lempke and Wil liams were 
among a group of experts that visited various project 
sites along the Gila River earl ier t!1is year. 

El RIO: 
reviving a rzver 

~ From Page V72 

opportunity areas that stood out 
from the rest because of their 
higher percentages of i1ative 
species, perennial 'Nater bodies and 
greater bio-diversity. 

"Ther e were quite a fevv more, 
but those four have the best chance 
of success,'' he said. 

Balancing the different aspects 
of the project- restoration 
and preservation of habitat, 
recreational and educational 
activity development - while 
still implementing flood control 
measures will be challenging. 

"Flood control is the priority 
because we're the flood control 

district . But we do want to achieve 
as many of the m ultiple objectives 
as we can ," Pinto said. 

Riparian habitat 
vital to wildlife 

El Rio is not the first project to 
try to restore riparian habitat. 
From Tucson to Flagstaff, Arizona 
has many ongoing projects to 
repair river areas, with th e help of 
the Army Corps of Engineers. 
In the past, the Corps dealt with 
flood control by building clams . 

When they realized many of 
their clams were destroying the 
natural environment in these river 
systems, they took on the new 
mission of restoration , Gerke said. 
The Corps will finance 65 percen t 
of a project if local sponsors take 
on the remaining 35 percent. 

This new mission might have 
come in the nick of time for 

Arizona. According to a United 
States Geological Survey report , 
around 3 percent of Arizona's 
landscape once was wetlands; since 
the 1800s, the state h as lost more 
than a third . 

This is significant, considering 
that more than half of Arizona's 
animals depend on riparian areas, 
according to an Arizona Riparian 
Council fact sheet . 

Fortunately for the E l Rio plan , 
development has n ot ye t boomed 
around th e project area. If the 
Flood Contro l District had waited a 
few more years to restore the river 
habita ts, the project may h ave 
been h arder to pull off. 

"It's much more difficult to 
move houses for a habitat or flood 
control," Wass said. 

Anna Foard can be reached 
by e-mail at 
afoard@westualleyuiew.com. 
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