Flood Photographs and Newspaper Articles
1964-1965
Agua Fria River, Cave Creek, Gila Bend,
Gila River, Harquahala, Hassayampa,
Queen Creek, Sonoqui, Salt River,

Gillespie Dam, McMicken Dam, New River



July 30, 1964

Agua Fria River

August 1, 1964

Arizona Canal

Beeline Highway

August 3, 1964

Cave Creek Storm August 1, 1964

July 3, 1964

Gila Bend — Bender Wash

Sand Tank Wash

August 4, 1964

Gila River at Maricopa Road

At Maricopa Railroad

Santa Cruz River at St. John’s

Gila River at Bullard Road

Gila River at Gillespie Dam

April 31, 1964

Harquahala Valley Road to Tonopah

Wintersburg

Hassayampa

Bud Lantis Farm Damage to Irrigation Ditch

Escheverria Hirder’s Trailer

July 15, 1964

Pima Road

McDowell at 66" Street

Scottsdale Road at Salt River

July 15, 1964

Queen Creek / Apache / Country Club

Guadalupe Road

RWCD Canal

December 2, 1964

Queen Creek / RWCD Canal / Indian Reservation

February 11, 1965

Queen Creek / Whitlow Ranch Dam

July 1964

Sonoqui Wash

Rittenhouse Road

Powers Road

Powers Road / Guadalupe / Southern / Hunt Highway / Citrus Heights

Ellsworth and Elliot Roads

July 15, 1964

Salt River Country Club Drive

December 23, 1965

Agua Fria River at Southern Avenue

Van Buren Street

Indian School Road

January 27, 1965

Chandler Heights / Hunt Highway Earth Crack

Silger Road and 76th Street

December 24, 1965

Bell Road and Cave Creek

December 20, 1965

Gillespie Dam / Maricopa Highway Bridge / Airport Road / 115th Avenue

Rainbow Valley Road / Estrella Park Road / Bullard Road

February 18, 1965

Harquahala Valley / Centennial Wash / Salome Road / Courthouse Road

December 24, 1965

Hassayampa and Baseline Road

March 11, 1965

McMicken Dam / Olive Road / Litchfield Road / Peoria Avenue / Reems Road

Sarival Road / LAFB Drainage Canal / Northern Avenue

September 9, 1965

McMicken Dam

December 23, 1965

New River / Glendale Avenue Bridge / U.S. 60-70 / Olive Avenue

Bell Road Bridge / Black Mountain Road / Indian School Road / Northern Avenue
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8/1/64 Water flowing over bank of Arizona Canal prior to break.

|




8/1/64 View of water flowing over bank of Arizona Canal, prior to break.
Canal is on right, south bank straight ahead.

-
-




8/1/64 Water flowing over bank of Arizona Canal prior to break.




8/1/64 Water flowing over bank of Arizona Canal prior to break.
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8/1/64 Water flowing into
Beeline Hwy.

Arizona Canal from the desert, north side

of




8/1/64 Aerial view of water from break in Arizona Canal flowing across
highway. Break is at left, out of picture.




8/1/64 Break in Arizona Canal, with inflow from desert on opposite

bank.




8/1/64 View west along Beeline Hwy, just east
canal overflow.

of drag strip.

Water from




*TRUBR) BUOZTIY

UT Yeal1q I93je ‘AMy SuTT99g I9A0 MOTJF 03 Suriiels isnl Isiem 49/1/8




8/1/64 North bank of Arizona Canal, showing damage caused by desert
inflow.
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8/1/64 TFlow across Beeline Hwy from break in Arizona Canal.




8/1/64 Break in Arizona Canal
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Beeline Hwy.

north of

Break in Arizona Canal,

8/1/64




August 1, 1964

‘ ARIZONA CANAL

Water entering Arizona
Canal north bank from
desert.

Water entering Arizona

Canal north bank from

desert, break is in
' south bank at right.

Break in Arizona Canal
200" long, 25' deep.




August 1, 1964

Arizona Canal

Water from Arizona Canal
break flowing toward
Beeline Hwy.

Water from Arizona Canal
break flowing toward

Salt River after crossing
Beeline Hwy.

Water from Arizona Canal
break crossing Beeline

Hwy .
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Floods Buckeye

Over two inches of rain fell
on Buckeye and surrounding ar-
ea Sunday afternoon and even-
ing, which with some accompa-
nying hail did extensive crop
damage in the area. Three-
fourths of an inch of rain fell
Sunday afternoon and another
1.40 inches Sunday night for a
total of 2.15 inches, more than
we have had all year.

It was just slightly more than
a year since Buckeye suffered
a similar cloudburst. Many roofs
were damaged by the high winds
which came with the rain and
several homes were thoroughly
| soaked when the roofs were torn
loose and the rain poured in.
~Many businss men on the
south side of Monroe (main)
AN Fourth street were kept

the muddy water which flowed
over the curbs and into their
places of business.

Power failures in town were
spasmodic and never lasted
longer than 20 to 30 minutes.

Buckeye Library
To Have New _
Scheduls of Hours

The Buckeye Library will go
on a new schedule effective
this week. They will be open
on Mondays from 1 to 5 p.m,;
Tuesdays 9 to 12 in the morning
and 7 to 9 in the evening; and
from 9 to 12 in the morning on

and Mon-

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

| and Saturday.

b dlunige. sr o B ERLGE

Lightning Destreys riler ome in Valen

THIS IS ALL that remained son, occupants of the trailer,
of a 1957 10'x48’ house trail- were not at home at the time,
er at 108 Sixth Avenue in arriving jest in time to see
Va.lencia which burned after their home destroyed by the
being struck by lightning fire. They lost all of their
Sunday night about 10:25 p.m. clothing and personal posses-
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Wil- sion d the trailer iiself

> ‘traveling up Fourth time of it in Sunday after-
et in Buckeye had a wet noon’s cloudburst in Buckeye.

(which belongs to Carl Wilsa
was a total loss. Mr. Wilsgo 2
works for Ralph Moore Plumb- g
ing in Avondale. The Wilsons

are staying with neighbors

until housing can be found.

(Photo by The Fairchilds)

NEWS staff photo







Cave Creek 8/1/64 Storm 8/3 Picture
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“Rainfall

Would you believe it if we were to tell you
that we could get six linches of rain in a twenty-
four hour period here in Chandler? Would you
believe it if we said we could get between two
and three inches of rain in one hour?

No, these tid-bits of information are not
the wild statements of a misguided soil con-
servationist! They come from a no-less reliable
source than the U. S. Weather Bureau.

This, and other information of like nature
is contained fin a publication issued in 1961 by
the Weather Bureau. It lis called, ‘“Rainfall
Frequency Atlas of the United States,” and was
prepared by the Weather Bureau for the en-
gineers of the Soil Conservation Service. The
54 charts in the publication are used by SCS
engineers to assist them in coming up with ade-
quate designs for fthe flood control structures
in the small watersheds program.

This little missile will come in handy in
the near future as the slide rule specialists work
out the final designs for the Williams-Chandler
and Apache Junction-Gilbert floodwater retard-
ing structures. : '

At the request of the Flood Control Dis-
trict of Maricopa County, an SCS survey crew

_ is currently working in the two watershed areas.

Three floodwater retarding structures ten-
tatively called the Powerline, the Vineyard road
and the Rittenhouse will be constructed to in-
tercept floodwaters originating in the Super-
stition Mountains.

The water will then be safely routed in a
channel to the Roosevelt Water Conservation
District Floodway. Plans also call for enlarging
the present RWCD Floodway.

Administrative direction for the technical
phases of construction of the two projects will
come from the Phoenix area and Chandler work
unit offices of SCS.

There is a story that has been told about
one of Arizona's congressional delegation.
When he was appearing before a congressional
committee in favor of a flood control project
in his home state, he was asked by one of his
colleagues, ‘“Why do you need flood control in
Arizona? You only get six inches of rain each
yw.ii

~ His answer was, “Yes, but you should be
thete the day it comes.” (RSS)







July 3, 1964

GILA BEND

Siphon of Bender
Wash under Gila
Bend Canal. 3
barrels @ 3%' X
6'W

Upstream side of

Siphon, Gila Bend
Canal under sand

tank wash.




7/3/64

GILA BEND

Siphon of Gila Bend
Canal under Sand Tank
Wash.

In Distance - Bender
.Wash Under Railroad.
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00/1964 At Maricopa Road 00/1964 At old Maricopa Railroad




00/1965 Santa Cruz River at St. John's #
08/04/64 Gila River at 115th Avenue & 7

32NW bBINLE
C-TIME %2358y
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08/04/64

Gila River at Bullard Road 200 cfs+ south pipes.

08/04/64 " Gila River - Gillespie Dam
08/04/64 s 300 cfs+ passing Gillespie Dam (including canals)






4/31/64

Harquahala Valley

Wash across road to
Tonopah, about 1000'
north of highway.
Water was about 3-4'
deep on 7/30.

Wash 1000' east of
Tonopah. Water was
4'deep on 7/30. Typical
of other washes east

and west of Tonopah.

Wash across road south
of Tonopah. 0.9 mi.
south of Tonopah.
Looking North.




July 30, 1964

HARQUAHALA VALLEY

Wash 3 mile NW of Wintersburg; water 3-4' deep.




July 31, 1964

HARQUAHALA VALLEY

Wash 2-3 miles NW of
Hassayampa, water was
approximately 3' deep.

"Grand-daddy'" wash 1lmile
E of Tonopah, water was
5-6"' deep.

Road 1 mile NW of
Wintersburg Erosion
is on SW side of road.




7/31/64

Harquahala Valley

""Grand Daddy" wash 1 mile
east of Tonopah. Water was
5-6' deep. Typical of
numerous washes east of
Tonopah. Wash 1 mile
farther east had more
water.

H3BpaRTo%5 98 . gyt Trom

Looking south. Water was
2/3' deep.
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y Flood Control District
Maricopa County
4701 E. Washington St.
Phoenix, Arizona
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5300,000 Storm Lashes Harquahala

*uclie;e *Vuile*y Mews

VOLUME 40 BUCKEYE, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA Thursday, September 3, 1964 No. 36

Two inches of rain fell in
] two hours time in north Harqua-
hala Valley last Wednesday
night causing severe flood dam-
age, which with the accompany-
ing hail caused an estimated
$500,000.00 damage to crops,
homes, irrigation ditches and
.roads in the northern half of
the valley.

Between 1%2 to 2 inches
of rainfall was measured in
less than two hours on the -
north side of the valley.

The storm broke about 7 p.m.
Wednesday with most of the
flood waters coming off the
hills and mountains which form
the north boundary of the val-
ley. Don Brady, who owns a
tavern in the north side of Har-
quahala, said that a sheet of wa-
ter several feet deep and a mile
wide came pouring down on
them. Homes at the Big Horn
Ranch, two miles to the south,
had from six to twelve inches
of muddy silt pour into them,
cars were filled with silt, irri-
- gation ditches and roads washed
vout, crops damaged and utili-
ties taken out.
| Bill Flower, Buckeye Arizona
' Public  Service manager, said
that his company had 13 poles -
out. APS brou~ht six line crews
in and working under the most

dverse condition restored cur-
t 32 hours after the storm.
- Two frucks had to be snaked in
with cats and the poles set in
‘mud and water. One brand new
truck was washed off the road
‘near the Turner ranch before

- | getting into the valley. Flower

$500,000 Storm . . .

(Continued from Pag'e 1)

' field damage could not even
| be estimated until it dries out
| enough to get into the field.
| Every place one looked one saw
(a layer of silt covering the
i ground and crops. Local farmers
were in common agreement that
this year’s storm was even more
damaging than the one suffered
a year ago because of the hail
which came with it. Valley
farmers were to meet Monday
morning with soil conservation
people to discuss flood control
| possibilities. Centennial Wash,
'which drains the valley, empties
into the Gila River near Ar-
lington and poses water prob-
‘lems south of the valley in ad-

the valley itself.
il

Cjt;on to the flood problem ing

WORKERS AT the Big Horn flood in Harquahala, repair
Ranch, which caught the one of the many broken irri-
worst of Wednesday nights gation ditches which were ta-

expressed appreciation to val-
ley residents for the help and
patience. APS estimated their
damage from $60,000 to $100,-
000

The Mary E Ranch reported
350 acres of lettuce lost, 225
acres of cotton and 250 acres
of maize. Only the cotton was
| insured. Heavy losses were also
reported by the Big Horn
Ranch, Joe Woods, Church Co.,
Jackson and Perkins, Cal-Zona,
and most of the farms and ranch-
es in the north half of the val-
ley. Phil Echeverria reportedly
lost 200 lambs and the bottom
tiers of two large stacks of bal-
ed hay.

Two days after the storm res-
idents were still digging out
from under the debris, clean-
ing mud from homes, drying
out cars, repairing broken ditch-

es, and restoring domestic wa-
‘ter supplies. In may instances
(continued on page 12)

ken out by the raging waters.

(Photo by The Fairchilds)
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Preliminary\ planning has been
control project in agriculture-rich
to cost around $6 million,

The proposed project would be
comprehensive county - wide|

ahala

n, Mrs. James T.
the county board of supervisors, s‘pid today. )

Plan

started on a proposed flood
Harquahala Valley, estimate
O'Neil, chairman of

built under provisions of the

tlood control program, with
major portion of the cost fi-|
nanced by the federal govern-|
ment. ‘

MRS, O’NEIL said tentative
plans provide for construction|
of three earth-filled levees,

e N

three floodways and a diversion
channel. Planned site of the

‘project extends about 10 mil
east from the western coun
boundary 90 miles wes
Phoenix.

to approximately 248,000
of land owned by private
viduals, the state and fe
governments.

JOHN C. LOWRY, chief engi-
neer and general manager of
the Maricopa County Flood Con-|
trol District, said a flash flood

sweeping across Court House Road about 70 miles west

Proposed flood control propd' in't :
of Phoenix, following heavy rains Aug. 26.

help prevent scenes such as this, wh shows ‘ j

Unofficial mates have|
placed the damage cost at more|

Lowry said preliminary sur-
veys have been made by the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service,
under supervision of 1
Rhinehardt, planning engineer.

The survey and further inves-
tigation in the area were author-
ized Aug. 16 by federal officials,
following a request made by the
board of supervisors. The re-
quest was endorsed by the flood
control district and the Buckeye
and Wickenburg Soil Conserva-
tion Districts.

I

Map showing location of proposed Harquahala Valle
flood control project is checked by Mrs. James T. O“Nei{
and John C. Lowry, chief engineer and general manager |
of county flood control district. )

p

"

(
Fo-
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EARL Rhinehart, of the wa- with Mrs. Ruth O’Neil, chair-
tershed planning party of man of the Maricopa County
SGII Conservation Service Board of Supervisors and Col.
d‘hcusses the work cf a sur- John Lowrey, general mana-
vey for a work plan of a Har- ger of the Maricopa County
mﬁﬁh. Valley Watershed Flood Control District.

a shattered ruin as a result of ’
the $500,000 sterm and flood
in the Valley two weeks ago.

ggmawr lmid irrigation difch
~on the A. W. "“Bud” Lantis
ﬁ'mw in Hm'qmlu!a Valiley is

“Dutch” Medera and  of the problems involved in
ve of the Jackson the survey are Earl Rhine-
mq ranch in Har- hart (center), of watershed
ley study plans rlenn’ng party of Soil Conser-
y and investigation  vation Service and Rchert To-
vld call for a work bin, work unit consarvationist,
7 Yhﬁgrshad in Har- Soil Conservaticn Service,
Valley to cenirsl Buckeye office. ;
Exnlzining some — Bcbh Tobin Photos

FLQOD-ED fields on the Lan- hala two weeks ago when

am} Earl Williams farm  flood waters and hail lashed
sﬁcw some of the $500,000 the valley.

- plus. damage done in Harqua- — Bob Tobin Photos

~ survey in Harauahala Valley

BUCKEYE VALLEY N

Harq

Flood Cont
Study Is

Mrs. James (Ruth) O’Neil.
chairman of Maricopa Board of

Supervisors, announced this p

week that the Soil Conservation
Service had begun a survey and
investigation for preparation of
a work pnlan for a Harguahala
Valley Wat.rshed.

The survey is beinz made
under the three-way sponsor-
ship of The Harquahala Valley
Association, Maricopa County
and the Buckeye-Roosevelt Soil
Conservation District. The $500,-
000 plus damage of the storm
which hit the valley two weeks
ago hastened the planning for
a watershed to alleviate the
flood damage.

The survey, when completed,
will be sent to the County Board

Participation In
Stale Fair Talent
Contest Ganceled

Buckeye participation in the
Arizona State Fair Talent Con-
test which was to have been co-
sponsored locally by the Buck-
eye Chamber of Commerce, has
been canceled aecording to CofC
officers because of lack of time
to prepare for it.

Local participation was to
have been on a county level with
the winners going on to compete
in the finals at the state fair.

valid for a number of

of Supervisors who m t
sent it to the

water being contro.
to be carried awa;
irrigation uses. T
percent of the co
be raised locally
work is mostly

of-way, retaining

Davidson were cond
nesday, Sept. 9 at Selm
Mrs. Davidson, who

some years ago in Bu ‘
her daughter Mrs. Wﬂlj@m T
ree at whose home she h
living in Sacramento
her death. She had been

Mrs. Farrell Rive: ‘
daughter, was with her
the time of her dag

Other
ter, Mrs.

WILLIAM WELLS, engineer
for watershed planning of Soil
 Conservation Service, begins

RAGING FLOOD waters form
a small waterfall on the sur-
faced road running east and
west through Harquahala Val-
ley as a result of two inches
of rain in less than two hours

as part of a prep
to obtain a work
Harquahala Valley
to control floed

R S M

in the mountains north

valley. This amount of water |
was pouring across the road
in the center of the valley |
the morning after the rainfall.

— Bob Tobin Photos



FARMER-RANCHMAN

October 3, 1964

SCS STARTS SURVEYS FOR FLOOD

"

crete ditch.

What the flood of August, 1964, did to one Harquahala farmer’s con-

James Madera and Ken Love of Jackson & Perkins go over preliminary
flood-prevention plans with Earl Rinehart and Bob Tobin of the SCS.
The J. & P. rosebush farm has been hit by every Harquahala flood that

has yet occurred.

TWO SUCCESSIVE autumn storms
that flooded portions of Harquahala
Valley, broke up miles of concrete
ditches, and inflicted heavy damage
to crops as well as to buildings and
fences — all that was just too much
for the Harquahalans.

They’ve had a flood control project
in mind ever since the big disaster of
last September. (AFR, Oct. 5, 1963).
Then another one of about the same
ferocity hit at the end of August, 1964.
So they induced the Soil Conservation
Service to go into action. Considering
that the loss from the last flood alone
added up to a good half-million dol-
lars, it didn't take too much induce-
ment.

Now the SCS is making a detailed
survey to show where the flood waters
originate, where they go, and what the
consequences are to taxpaying citi-
zens. It should not take too long to
complete plans and make an applica-
tion under the Small Watersheds Act.

Local sponsors are the Maricopa
County Flood Control District, Buck-
eye-Roosevelt Soil Conservation
District, and Wickenburg Soil Conser-
vation District. (Yes, the damage ex-
tended northward toward the Dude
Ranch Capital.)

P.S. After the above story was in
type, Harquahala Valley was hit by
still another flood. Damage estimates
are incomplete.

= . A_Lel P_xxl_




MER-RANCHMAN %{ /’ crober 3, 1964~

CONTROL PROJECT IN HAR

/)
 SCS STARTS SURVEYS FOR FLOOD ofﬁj! \

What the flood of August, 1964, did to one Harquahala farmer’s con-

crete ditch.

James Madera and Ken Love of Jackson & Perkins go over preliminary
flood-prevention plans with Earl Rinehart and Bob Tobin of the SCS.
The J. & P. rosebush farm has been hit by every Harquahala flood that
has yet occurred.

TWO SUCCESSIVE autumn storms

that flooded portions of Harquahala
Valley, broke up miles of concrete

ditches, and inflicted heavy damage
to crops as well as to buildings and
fences — all that was just too much
for the Harquahalans.

They've had a flood control project
in mind ever since the big disaster of
last September. (AFR, Oct. 5, 1963).
Then another one of about the same
ferocity hit at the end of August, 1964,
So they induced the Soil Conservation
Service to go into action. Considering
that the loss from the last flood alone
added up to a good half-million dol-

~ lars, it didn't take too much induce-
ment.

Now the SCS is making a detailed
survey to show where the flood waters
originate, where they go, and what the
consequences are to taxpaying citi-
zens. It should not take too long to
complete plans and make an applica-
tion under the Small Watersheds Act.

Local sponsors are the Maricopa
County Flood Control District, Buck-
eye-Roosevelt Soil Conservation
District, and Wickenburg Soil Conser-
vation District. (Yes, the damage ex-
tended northward toward the Dude
Ranch Capital.)

P.S. After the above story was in
type, Harquahala Valley was hit by
still another flood. Damage estlmates
are incomplete.






PIMA ROAD
7/15/64

. Pima Road, showing
recent heavy flow
across Road.

Pima Road north of
Indain Bend Road.
Ditch has had recent
heavy flow.




CROSS CUT CANAL
8/12/64

South end of 66th Street above
McDowell. Street has inverted
crown leading into channel

to 48" drain at McDowell.

48" drain under McDowell at
66th Street.




CROSS CUT CANAL
8/12/64

30" x 30" cave siphon under
Cross Cut Canal. Carries
water from 48" drain at 66th
Street & McDowell.

Channel southward to
cDowell at 66th Street.
Phannel cleared by City of

Scottsdale 7-11 August.

Cleared channel south of
McDowell, from 48" drain under
McDowell at 66th Street. Slope
5' from McDowell to Canal.




8/14/64
Scottsdale Road, Salt River, JD's Club







County Gefs Easeitients I Sfafe”

Lands For Flood Control Project

Maricopa County has accept-
ed permanent easements on an
estimated $2.5 million in state
lands for flood control projects
in the Chandler-Gilbert area.

These are the first state lands
on which easements have been
granted for the county’s pro-
posed $108 million comprehensive
flood control program.

Ruth O’Neil, chairman of the
board of supervisors, credited
0. M. Lassen, state land com-
missioner, with ‘‘vision to see
the long range need for flood
protection in this strategic
area.” She said the county is
working on plans now to enable
granting of permanent ease-
ments on all state lands within
the program.

The easements will save the

county the cost of right-of-wayl

and land acquisition necessary
before the federal government
will finance construction of the
flood control structures,
Easements also were signed
by holders of grazing leases on
the 35 sections (22,400 acres) of
state land. They permit survey,
construction and maintenance of
three flood structures and con-
necting channels extending into
Pinal County. The Pinal County
board of supervisors also has
concurred in the agreements.
Flood control projects planned
for the area are the Powerline

Structure located in the Apache |

Junction-Gilbert area and the
Vineyard and Rittenhouse Struc-

tures fin the Williams-Chandler
area. They would protect Mesa,
Gilbert, Chandler, Higley, Wil-
liams Air Force Base, the Gen-
eral Motors proving grounds
and extensive farm acreage.

The Powerline Structure con-
sists of a retarding basin south
of U.S. 60-70-80-89 with 4,135 acre
feet of storage of which 3,960
acre feet will be reserved for
flood storage. The dam will be
3.9 miles long with a maximum
height of 25 feet. About 15 miles
of floodways will operate in
conjunction with the basin,

The Vineyard-and Rittenhouse
Structures will total nine miles
in length and include 9.2 miles
of floodways.

The county supervisors ap-
proved the comprehensive flood
control program at a public
hearing last November. The plan
was drawn up by the flood con-
trol district advisory board and
district engineer based on in-
dependent engineering studies by
local firms.

Estimated cost to the county
for its share of the program
would be $18.5 million for land
acquisition and relocation of
any roads, bridges or utilities.
The federal government share
for design and construction
would be $89.6 million.




e

E. MAIN LOW SPO‘l‘ Water from the .31 of an inch of rain recorded by 9 a.m. today
xgjdly filled low spots in city thoroughfares and side streets. Scene above, on Main St. just
of Sirrine St., shows one of areas cited by Charles Luster, city engineer, as in need of
drainage system. (Tribfoto) :

S. COUNTRY CLUB HAZARD — Motorists traveling on South
Country Club Dr., just north of the underpass at the Southern
Pacific crossing, were required to slow down by this large -

- puddle which flooded the street from one side to th B

gineer Charles Luster has noted that as n&

ving is poured in north part of city, southern

me flooded during rainstorms, due to lack of

e system. (Tribfoto)









SOME of the newest and most}flood plain which runs south- Ind1an Bend Wash, engineersjdips in most of the roads in the|:
~ attractive homes in Paradise|east from the 32nd Street and|say, is the primary drainagelarea far from being a flash
Valley are sitting in the path of{Greenway Road area to an arealfor all of Paradise Valley. _

Normally the seasonal rai
don't cause enough runoff tofthat Indian Bend Wash is .
flood much of anything. Thefable of bringing devastating
water simply ‘‘percolates” or|flash floods if the downpour is
drains down into the parched]big enough.
desert soil.

Thls wash,tl;e report says, is| How could such a danger de{didn’t do any more than send et
tively sm-and broad{velop? streams of water across the|(Continued on Page 8-A

' Study Cit Cites
Fi dPerll
/In Vulley

A flood-plain in f or mation
study of the Upper Indian Bend
Wash area in Paradise Valley
reveals existence of ‘‘definite
flood hazards, county flood con-
trol authorities said today.

JOHN C. LOWRY, chief en-
gineer and general manager of
the Maricopa County Flood Con-
trol District, said the study
made by U.S. Army engineers
shows thunderstorms in the
drainage area “can and have
caused flash floods resulting in
inundation of several feet over
a large area.”

Lowry stressed that the re-
port on the study was not in-
tended to discourage use of the
area, “but rather to secure an
optimum balance between the
needs of man for use of the
land and needs of nature for dis-
charge of floodwaters.”

The Indian Bend area is one
of several sections of the coun-
ty stheduled to be included in
a proposed comprehensive flood
control project costing $100 to
$115 million. The U.S. govern-
ment would provide about $90
.| million of the total cost and the
remainder would be provided
| by a county-wide bond issue.
EARLY ESTIMATES placed

.| the county’s share of the cost at
$25 mlllxon, bu}r the antlclpated

5o

d $16 to $18 million.

nformation in the flood study
ort includes a delineation of
overflow areas that would be
inundated by possible future
‘| floods. Included also are esti-
‘{mates covering flood depths,
‘| velocities of flow and an outline
'fof minimum requirements to
‘| preserve the capacity of the
natural floodway.







~ fngineers Chaﬁ Péradise Valley Flood Plain

SOME of the newest and most
attractive homes in Paradise
Valley are sitting in the path of
surging waters of a flash flood

yet to come.

This is the human signifi-
cance of a report on the upper
Indian Bend Wash just released
by the U. S. Army Corps of

Engineers.

This wash, the report says, is
a deceptively shallow and broad

flood plain which runs south-

east from the 32nd Street and|say, is the primary drainage
Greenway Road area to an area|for all of Paradise Valley.

east of Scottsdale Road near
Indian Bend Road,

defined.”

How could such a danger de-|didn’t do any more than send
velop? streams of water across the

don't cause enough runoff to

It states that the flood|flood much of anything. The
hazard ‘““is not apparent from|water simply “percolates” or
casual observation because the|drains down into the parched
wash is shallow and not well|desert soil.

Indian Bend Wash, engineers|dips in most of the roads in the

Normally the seasonal rains

area far from being a flash
flood.

The study shows, however,

that Indian Bend Wash is cap-
able of bringing devastating
flash floods if the downpour is
big enough.

Big enough means some-

The big rain week before last thing like enough rain to cause

what engineers call a “25-year
(Continued on Page 8-A, Col. 2)"










‘%the Luhrs Building, at left, and

- ightning from last night’s storm

Professional Building, at right,

in downtown Phoenix. Staff photog

exposure at f/11.

Leatham caught the action with a 3-

vt
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QUEEN CREEK

Mun in road at

E - W ditch,

east of Dreamland
Villa.

Dip in road - Apache
Country Club. Note
mud in road from
earlier highwater

Powers Road and

Guadalupe Road, looking west.
Water 8'" deep across road in
background.




QUEEN CREEK
August 1964

p1.O0D CONTRO N

Erosion caused by over-
flow from RWCD Canal.

Erosien caused by over-
| flow from RWCD Canal.
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Serving the Chandler Area, The Green Spot of Arizona, Located in the Va

Chandler, Arizona, Wednesday, September 16, 1964

CHECK COTTON FIELD —

engineer with the Soil Conservation office in
Chandler, is shown above checking damage

Photo By Ken Fooks '

Dean Griffith, day night brought total destruction to the

done to cotton plants on the J. H. Sossaman same area.

farm near Queen Creek. Hail

and rain Mon-

cotton crop on the Sossaman farm and caused
major damage to other cotton acres in the

Farmers Suffer Loss

Wind, Hail, Rain Here Monday

leave Devasfated Coft

 Monday night about 6:30 a vio-

lent wind storm followed by hail | road from his was untouched by | §

and heavy rain swept into the
area and cotton fields near Queen
Creek suffered heavy damage.

The cotton fields of J. H. Sos-
saman and his son James were
in the direct path of the storm
‘and received the heaviest dam-
age of any farms in that vicinity.
According to Sossaman, the dam-
aging storm came from ithe south-
west and cut a swathe about a
half mile wide and two miles in
length across his 250 acres of
cotton. Hail stones defoliated
the plants and the rain beat the
cotton into the earith.

He estimated about 90 per cent
damage was noted to his fields.
The hail stones ranged in size
from that of a quail egg to a
small golf ball, he said, and at
one time they laid in drifts four
inches deep on his land.

A field of cotton across

the storm.

An learly survey of his devas-
tated fields showed that he and
his son had lost about 600 bales
of cotton.

Power Bros. ranch on the west
of Sossaman's had heavy damage
to the cotton as well as Harris
Cattle Co., whose property ad-
joins the Sossaman’s.

Destruction ranged from 50 per
cent to 75 per cent on other acres
in the area which laid in the path
of the storm.

Few of the farmers whose

ed.

l

|
=
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acres were hit by hail and rain A
carried insurance, it was report- t
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QUEEN CREEK
12/2/64

Flood channel on north
side of Indian Reservation
looking east from RWCD
Canal.

Flooding on east side of
RWCD Canal, looking north
from a point about 1 mile
north of Indian Reservation.




OUEEN CREEK
12/2/64

RWCD Canal floodway looking
upstream from Indian Reser-
vation.

good channel on north side
dian Reservation, looking
east from RWCD Canal.

Gully washed by heavy storm
flow in Indian Reservation
at prolongation of RWCD Canal.
pare gully with road
ossing in foreground.

]




Ousstk- February 11, 1965 j ‘
Upstream side of Whitlow : |
Ranch Dam.
-

Water discharging from
Whitlow Ranch Dam.







July 1964 P goreco A2

At Sonoqui Wash and
Powers Road.

Rittenhouse Road
crossing over RWCD
floodway.




o R R R R
July 1964

' . At Sonoqui Wash
and Powers Road.

At Powers Road.




‘ July 15, 1964 Ditch along Powers Road after heavy flood




Lot A

July 15, 1964

Powers and Guadalupe
Roads.

Powers Road and
Southern Avenue
washout of ditch
west of Powers.

Road 1 mile east

of County Line,
showing recent flood
across road.
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August 1964

From Powers Road
across Central
Avenue. Farm
toward Chandler
Hts. Road.

- i

Water flowing down
Hunt Highway SE of

Citrus Hwights.
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Auéust 1964

Erosion caused by
overflow of RWCD
Canal.

Powers Road.
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August 12, 1964 - Corner of Ellsworth & Elliot roads looking south toward
G.M. testing ground. Water 1 mile wide
deep in low areas. It took 2 hours for
Canal at Warner Road.

across road and 1 foot or more
this water to move west to RWCD
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C-LINE #52584
35MM PRINTS

00/1964

Country Club Drive,

1' deep

ow\wm\mbﬁbmﬁr Street looking southwest at flow in Salt River
07/15/64§48th Street looking south at flow




08/01/64
08/01/64

Country Club Drive. Est 12,000 cfs 4
Gravel Pits. East of Alma School Roadiyy

08/01/64

Flow across Alma School Road
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8/1/64 Salt River flowing across Country Club Drive
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1964 - Salt River joint head

November 4,



















On Floods
Tempe city o£ﬁcwils were as-|
sured again today that a pro-’

|

;
i
i
{
|
!
.
]

‘posed $115 million county flood-
control program incfudes meas- |
ures designed to profect the city!
against possible future flood:
daniage. G ' |

In a letter to the Tempe City,
Council, John C. Lowry, flood!
district chief engineer and gen-!
eral manager, stressed that the
Tempe area would not be en-
dangered by any of the propos-
ed. projects covered by a com-

, e flood control plan.
The plan was approved last
November by the county board
of supervisors.

‘Lowry’s letter also reaffirm-
ed an earlier agreement .giving
city officials the responsibility
of issuing building and develop-
ment permits within Tempe's
city limits.

“““Last month, the Tempe city
~council approved a resolution’
-Opposing portions of the pro-
‘posed flood-control program. At

that time, fear was expressed|
by Tempe officials that the city
might suffer future flopd dam-
age if a levee system were not
first installed along the south
bank of the Salt River.

Lowry said present plans cali
for a levee system unless need
for the project is eliminated by
prior construction of proposec
Mazxwell Dam.

Jempe Le/y Vews 2 4964

Tempe’s protests in regard to |
the Maricopa County Flood |
Control District project havci
been apparently ignored and af{
resolution was passed — for

“extensive distribution — cal]- |

ing this fact to attention of of-
ficials. Tempe offered to with-
draw camplaints against plan if '
certain priorities were follow-*:
ed but nothing wag done. Major f
worry is the fact no levees will
be built in ang through Tempe |
to handle water (if and when) |
put into Salt River channel. !
Terms of the low-flow 'chan-=g
nel were not met. This city has"
always rightfully maintained
the natural channel should be
first considgred; that it oppos-
ed major alleration to the south |

_for  benefit of Phoenix  Sky |

Harbor runway extensiong —
into more of Tempe, X
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. WW%’%W‘%&W



e — e e — o S - - = —
ﬂhe Arlzona Repnblic e o] Phoeni! Tﬁm March 5, ml

hoenix, Tempe Dlspute F loodway

By JACK CROWE 5 T e |
Phoenix and Tempe were Asg& 7 o .
{ L : N PROPOSED 1064 ?
locked in a major intercity : RUNWAYEXT&NSI o { {
brawl yesterday over the future L b %
of & flood control channel. 3 A =S mepoéw
Phoenix believes Sky Harbor EAST-WEST RUNWAY SXTENSION ot
Airport expansion plans will be e NEw CHA’N Nil./ t
wrecked if Tempe wins the dis- PROPOSED BY [
pute ‘ | PHOSHIX AND A
Y OPPOSED BY |
The flood channel was built Tuu;ws,wu ROAD . TEMPE - (
east of the airport in 1947 by T
the Army Corps of Engineers. g |
It is destined to be incorporated = !
into the proposed $115 million 2 1
county flood control system.

HOWEVER, the channel’s present south runway from 88501way as far as future thinking|pansion of the airport runway
permanent realignment to fit feet to 10,300 feet. , goe to the west is impossible be-
the system has not yet been de- However, Glendening added: cause of the proposed Squaw
termined by the County Flood “I'm not going to settle for lesss Edward M. Hall, city street peak Freeway along 20th

up the than 12 000 to 15,000 feet of run- improvements director, said ex-|Street.
&mton has been a long-seeth- g

PR —

ing intercity dispute between T
‘Phoenix

and Tempe over the’
best relocation. ‘

Fred Glendening, Phoenix!
public works director .told a|
meeting of top city administra-
tors Phoenix will fight, in the|
courts if necessary, to insure
that the final alignment doesn’t|
interfere with the airport’s fu-|
ture.

Battle lines in the dispute
are these:

Tempe desires the channel to
remain where it is now. Phoe-
nix wants it “bent™ to the south
so that it won't interfere with
future eastward extensions of
the south runway, which runs
east and west.

Glendening charged continu-
ance of the present alignment
will make it impossible to ex-|
tend the south runway to meet
the needs of what airport of-|
ficials believe will be a super-|
sonic commercial jet age by
1970.

Louis Cooper, Tempe city
manager, told The Arizona Re-|
public that realignment of the|
channel from its present ‘“his-|
toric and natural route” will
subject areas south of the Salt
River to possible flooding.

Cooper argued the Phoenix-
proposed realignment would
also bisect land having indus-
trial development potential and
would hamper a present Tempe
landfill dump in the area.

WILLIAM J. Ralston, airport
superintendent, told staff mem-
bers the city plans to call for!
construction bids within the!
next few days to extend the|

County To Seek

Legislation For,
Microfilming

Maricopa County will ask
legislature next week to legal-
ize microfilmed records in an
attempt to trim an $80,000 an-
nual expenditure under the
present docket book system,
Board of Supervisors Chairman
Ruth O’Neil has declared.

The county-sponsored bill
would permit microfilming of
all documents in the county re-
corder’s office and destruction
of old records once they have
been microfilmed.

Reasons for the measure were
outlined to county officials at
the quarterly department head
meeting Friday.

Primary reason for the legis-
lation is to cut costs, according
to Mrs. O'Neil.

Under present law thé re-
corder’s office is required to
retain the original or a photo-
static copy of the original doc-
ument. It costs the county
about $300 per day, or about
$80,000 per year, for docket
books and special photostatic
paper. In contrast, two days’
instruments could be recorded
on one microfilm tape for $6.
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X Of River Channel
E For Flood Project
¥
<

The City of Tempe is seek-
ing old photographs of Salt
River which would indicate the
various channels, especially the
historie low-flow channel. City
Manager Lou Cooper asked
cooperation of the citizens in

{loaning them to the city for
M\ reproduction.
Mayor John Moeur suggested
E the pictures to substantiate the
Tempe insistence that a flood
control channel follow the his-
‘\l toric low-flow channel. The
N mayor’s idea was put forth af-
~. ter Frances Cocke gave a pre-
sentation on the County Flood
Control Distriet at Thursday’s
‘A council meeting.

Any photos loaned will be
given good care and returned
promptly.
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Storm Po

Mortem : Repair Of Wires

Republic Photos by Forrest Stroup, Larry Repp And Harrison Brown

Roof Blown Off Trailer Home Of J. S. Ennes At Mesa

A N
gorous

s Mark on Valley

Water

Use Of Brooms Keeps

Water Flowing Over U.S. 80 Caused These Two Huge Washouts

|
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i

THIS TEMPE? — A measuring stick wasn’t needed to
check the depth of flooding rainwater at the Mill ave-
nue and Fifth street intersection Thursday just after
8 pam. Depth is plainly visible on parked car which

"iﬁgked “floating power.” Rainfall measuring 1.56 fell

in 45 minutes just before 8 o’clock and it proved just
too much for drainage system. Similar scenes were re-
ported throughout city. There was damage but it was
not too extensive . :

Bob Balko photo
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607 Mill Avenue

77th Year—No. 195

et, Wet, Wet —

rEMPE PAILY WEWS ;@

Streets, Homés

Flooded By Rain

B

Dow_n;our
Hits City
Thursday

August Total Now
Well Over 3 Inches

The rain came Thursday
evening—in buckets, sheets and
windblown—Ilike it was hard
to “remember when.”

In a 45-minute period be-
tween 7 and 8 p.m., 1.56 inches
were recorded at the O. L.
Barnes volunteer weather sta-

“,tion on Ash avenue. For the
evening, which ended around
10 p.m., the rainfall total was
1.69 inch:es.

Comparitive measurements
at Mesa Experimental Station

.11; Phoenix Sky Harbor, .21;/
and, U of A Citrus Station,

southwest of town, 1.18 inches,

showed that heaviest rainfall

hit the Tempe area.

With drainage racilities far
overtaxed, streets, stores and
homes were flooded, cars were
 drowned out. Drainage facilities
on many floot-roofed buildings
were swamped. ¢

Water did considerable dam-
age and no section of the city
escaped.

Friday morning, with the sun
shining, most of the excess wat-
er had drained away and one
citizen complained about the
“dust” on East Fifth street—
the dry sediment left when the
water went away.
The rain delayed the start of
the city council meeting 15 to
20 minutes; sent Tempe fire-
|men on a half-dozen calls; put
utility company emergency
crews in action for the night;
flooded Tempe police head-
quarters with calls; and result-
ed in all city emergency equip-
ment and crews being called
into service.

None of the fire calls proved
serious and most were electri-
cal shorts or drowned lines and
services.

Sky Harbor recorded wind
velocities up to 46 mph. just
after 7 p.m. Some wind dam-
age was reported locally—roofs
walls, fences.

The Barnes records of rain-
fall showed the last rain to
compare was October 22, 1959,
when 1.47 inches were re-
corded in the 24-hour period.

October 19, 1963, had 1.19.
(Continued on Page 5)

—

friday, August 14, 1964‘ Police = Phor

| Storm Floods Tempe |

(Continued from page 1) shut down the big plant.
Heaviest in memory was well |  Mountain States Telephone
over three inches in August, | reported about 500 phones out
1943. of service, adding it hoped to

To date this month, rainl’alls"resmw them hefore nightfall.
| Four poles on the Tempe-Mesa

total 3.14 inches—about a half- ‘h’ e d off b
year's normal supply. July tot- | Fg Ay a‘\_ were snapped © y
high winds.

als added up to 1.34 inches.

The Mill avenue underpass, City Engineer Bob Snyder
as usual, was closed. Areas {0 said he did not believe any city
the south along Mill and on streets were severely damaged.
West Broadway, near the SP r"
crossing, were flooded and traf-
fie cut off. On Broadway, the
run-off was such that water |
from the drain lines “bubblcdl\
up” through the catch basins |
and added to the misery. It was |
up to two feet in the area.

Downtown intersections a-|
long Mill—at Fourth, Fifth and |
Sixth streets — were “about
knee-deep.” Stores and busi- |
nesses on the east side of Mill, |
from Fifth street northward, |
were pretty well flooded. The
sparkling, new office of Avi-
zona Public Service Co. had
water pouring in front, back
and side doors.

Northside areas were hard

Jhit too, especially in Cavalier

Hills. where the run-off from
nearby Papago Park areas,
flooded through streets and al-
leys. Scottsdale road was hard
hit but not severely damaged.
Some river-bottom establish-
ments got what the river usual- .
ly supplies—water. \

Hayden road was closed tem- |
porarily and the Indian Bend |
Wash ran enough water to stop
traffic. This added to the
flooding in the river area. |
Downstream, the 40th and 48th |
street river crossings were
closed. ;

There was a power outage |
in the southwest section for |
around 30 minutes, two or three
so-called “dips”, but no other |
serious electrical problems.
Poles were down on Broadway,
near Price road, and one re-
port had it that a car, with a
man and child inside, was hit
by a falling power line. They
escaped injury but burn marks |
were noted in the top of the
car. This was a joint-use Pub-
lic Service-Salt River Project
line and the former utility
served its Chandler area with |
the transmission system. i

Salt River Project said ]2l
major eastside = lings were |
knocked out.

The Ocotillo Power plant’s |
water supply was limited when |
a line serving two of the three
pumps for the cooling system |
went down. The one remaining {
pump managed to handle the
cituation until power was re-\
stored. Had the trouble mnot|
been corrected promptly iH‘
could have been necessary 10\
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An agreement between the
city of Tempe and Arizona
State University has been
reached which should help al-
Jeviate possible home flooding
from storms in the areas of
West 13th street and Ash ave-
nue, reports city Public Works
Director Lou Scherer.

This agreement calls for the
pump in the parking lot at the
Grady Gammage Memorial au-
ditorium to be kept closed off

—

City, Arizona State Agreement Ironed
Out To Alleviate Home Flood

Problem

until most or all of the storm
runoff on the city streets has
been completed and capacity is
available.

Scherer reported that the lot
is below the city line and the
water is pumped up and then
into the drainage system during
a storm. He ‘added that this
new agreement should help
keep the lines from becoming
overtaxed.

During the heavy mid-Aug-
ust storm, rainfall totals were
such that the normal flow from
streets filled lines to capacity
and with4he pump operating ithe
created a load beyond that
which could be handled.



Planning Problem

3 Future location of a “low
O flow” channel to carry off
~ storm-water gathered by the
ot normally dry section of Salt
~ River extending through
% Tempe remains an open
-2 question following extended
& discussion by Tempe City
> Council.
The discussion was touch-
ed off by the presentation of

a Public Works committee
& report which suggested ap-
D proval of a channel route
« proposed by the Maricopa
> County Flood commission.

Objections  raised by
Mayor John Moeur, who said
that the proposed plan “lit-
erally would sell Tempe
down the river,” and by
Francis Coke, resulted in
the matter being held up for
further study.

Such study, it appears
likely, will tie in with a
general study of Tempe’s
surface drainage problems,
now underway as one of at
least three comprehensive
studies looking toward a
master blueprint for
Tempe's future growth and
development.

One of the three studies,
that for a civic center, is
going forward in the hands
of a committee headed by
Councilman Ray T. Ashley.
Another, a traffic analysis
covering not only Tempe
but Scottsdale and Mesa as
well, with expansionto cover
the entire Valley metropoli-
tan area now in prospect,
is going forward under
supervision of the State
Highway Department.

That any measures taken
in an effort to control waters
arising from the occasional
flash floods which occur
here will have a bearing on
a number of aspects of
Tempe's future growth be--
came evident in the dis-
cussion which followed pres-
entation of the Public Works
committe’s report by Coun-
cilman Wayne Forde and
seconded by Councilman
Hayden C. Hayden.

Whatever measures are
taken will affect the loca-
tion and character of devel-
opments on private land east
of Tempe bridge, it was
pointed out. At present,
there exists a proposal to
construct a  group of
apartment buildings in that
area.

Also affected to some
extent will be future plans
of Arizona State University
for land it owns in the vi-
cinity of Hayden butte.

To the west, privately
owned land west of 48th St.
and north of First Street
will be affected.

Affected to some ex-
tent, also, will be certain
parts of Tempe's street
pattern.

One of the most immed-
jate effects, however, and
one of general concern,
would be the flight pattern of
air traffic into and out of
Phoenix Sky Harbor airport,
in its relation to the down-
town section of Tempe.

In addition to the desire
to establish an unobstructed
channel to handle flash-flood
waters, efforts to establish
a low-flow channel for the
Salt River are inspired in
part by-desire of the City
of Phoenix to make an east-
ward extension of  Sky
Harbor's main east - west
runway.

The eastern terminus of
the runway lies near the his-
toric channel of the Salt
River at its diagonal inter-
section of 40th street.
Tempe's downtown business
section is almost directly
in line with the present run-
way, about three miles
from its eastern end.

More than a year ago the
City of Phoenix propused
abandonment of the river’s
historic channel to permit
an eastward extension of the
runway. It proposed creation

Sun Valle

of a new “low flow” channel
which would follow a straight
westward course from the
low ground north of Tempe
butte. The route proposed
would extend straight west
almost to 48th street, then
turn southwest to rejoin the
historic channel north of
Transmission road, €x-
tended, and west of 40th
street, in Phoenix. This
route would have permitted
a thousand-foot extension for
the Sky Harbor runway.

Tempe objections to this
proposal were that it would
isolate a section of Tempe
lying north and west of the
proposed channel, and thatit
would result in much lower
flights over downtown Tempe
by large planes entering or
leaving Sky Harbor on the
east.

Mr. Coke, delegated to
represent the city on the
Citizens’ Advisory Board for
the county flood control dis-
trict sponsored a proposal
to use the historic channel,
which from the Tempe
bridge area meanders north-
westward in a two-mile
course paralleling the Grand
Canal, before turning south-
west in the vicinity of 48th
St.

In last week’s Council
meeting Mr. Coke again
supported this plan, assert-
ing that it not only would be
less costly, since it would
call for less grading than
would any new route. He
predicted also that any at-
tempt to force the flood-
water into any new course
would be “asking for
trouble.,” Runoff waters
always would have a ten-
dency to resist artificial
confinement, and would
seek to re-establish their
historic course, he said.

As an alternative pro-
posal, Phoenix submitted a
second proposed route which
would make a further west-
ward extension of the chan-
nel before turning to a
diagonal route to rejoin
the old channel south of
the airport.

In answer to objections
still raised by Tempe, the
route proposal drafted by
the Flood Control district
and laid before the City
Council by Mr., Forde and
Mr. Hayden.

In the discussion which
followed, it was again point-
ed out that any change from
the river’s historic channel
still would permit an east-
ern extension of the airport
runway.

Tempe's objections to the
change were reiterated by
Mayor Moeur and supported
by Mr. Coke as the city’s
representative on the Citi-
zens’ Advisory Board. In
the end, Mr. Forde withdrew
his motion for approval of
the district’s plan, with
consent of his second, Mr.
Forde.







AGUA FRIA RIVER
12/723/65

At Southern Avenue.
House southwest from
break in dike at
Southern Ave., east
side of Agua Fria.

At Southern Avenue.

Looking west from

Southern Ave. and

west side of river
(opposite break in
dike).
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Break in dike north of
Southern Ave. at east
side Agua Fria River.
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01/27/65 Earth crack - Ch

02/11/65 Earth crack north

Citrus Heights
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éler Heights near Hunt Highway g~
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EARTH CRACK
12/20/65

Silger
% mile
ik s G Lo
midway

Road to 76th Street,
north of Apache
View to west about

along crack.

e —

Silger Road to 76th Street,
% mile north of Apache
Trail. Looking west at
east end.



EARTH CRACK
12/20#65

Silger Road to 76th Street,
% mile north of Apache
Trail. Looking west (near
west end), about 15' deep
at deepest part.

Silger Road to 76th St,
% mile north of Apache

Trail. View looking to
west near east end.




EARTH CRACK
12/20/65

Earth crack, Sigler Road
to 76th Street, % mile
north of Apache Trail.
Looking west; cracked
pavement at 76th Street.

Earth cracks, Chandler
.eights near Hunt Highway.

Earth crack, Sigler Road
to 76th Street, % mile
north of Apache Trail.

Qiew looking west at east
nd.







48TH STREET IS THERE SOMEWHERE

hat 48th Street—somewhere below the water flowing down the Salt River today.
Musgrove (leff) and Win Hijalmarson of the Water Resources Dmsmn. u.
ogical Survey, went wading to measure the water flow and depth. Th
feet deep, spread out across 80 feet and was flowing 91/ feet per

closed this and other c\-ossmgs. is overflow from Bartlett R




smer-like weather meli's snow in the hngh counfry,
m . Camp Verde. The runoff has almost filled reservoirs behind Horse
dams downstream on the Verde, and Salt River Project officials r

ett this afternoon. The Verde, normally a slow-running, not-too
pread out llke this today at old bridge a mile north of Camp

0 overflow were available.

| The overﬂow gate at Bartlett Dam
openedthxsaftemoonbytheSaitRin Pro

Spillway gates on Horseshoe

been opened in varying degrees
since Friday, as inflow in-

snows and rain in the watershed
area.

It is the first time since 1941
that water has been spilled from

Bartlett. Bartlett was built in S
the Verde River ruml936'39

TOTAL capacity behind the

two dams is 317,715 acre-feet. At

idnight yesterday, 302,522
cre-feet were stored.

Officials said, however, the
overflow would cause flooding
conditions in the Salt River,
probably halting traffic on the
riverbed crossings of Country
Club Drive north of Mesa, Hay-
den and Scottsdale roads, and
crossings west of Phoenix.

HOWARD Shelp, district engi-

neer for the State Highway De-
partment, said Country Club

Dam, farther upstream, have|:

creased from runoff of melting|"

o ;
peak Tunoff and tmthaw
tity of runoff drops’vm

due to the fact that the V
River’s tnbutanes came

sorb much oftherunoiﬁ 3

Project officials stat
the chance of flood

Drive could be closed from “two
days to two weeks,” depending
upon how long the overflow con-
tinues. It was believed the water
would reach Country Club Drive
tomorrow.

Yesterday about 16,000 acre-

feet fhwed into the reservon's.l

Ooncl i

i e
Hayden amd‘ge
also have riv

holder or

of using sur
Horseshoe an







ﬂam northeast of Phoenix yesterday
5, W. Brandow, associate general manager
_ River Project, pressed button- to lift

"D—Watef‘ ‘ymn*ed down spxllway at

three gates. Action was t ken to rele
water flowing down Verde River and f
lett Lake to the brim. Roads crossing r
dry Salt River bed could be under wat




OUNTRY CLUB CROSSING CLOSED — Water spilling over Bartlett Lake dam on
Jerde had made its way down to the Salt, over Granite Reef Dam, and on down the
morning, resulting in a closure for the N. Country Club Dr. river bed crossing nort
sa. Motorists were advised to use Tempe Bridge to get to Scottsdale or North Ph
0t0)

!




" IT'S A WELCOME SIGHT
:\'um to cover seven acres a foot deep within a  storage. Part of excess water is beinc dwaﬁe& to «
pgyrs through spillway at Bartlett Dam as gates

at Granite Reef Dam, but remainder is d
for first time in 24 years to relieve over  the Salt River and could reach Phoenix by late "fodu
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Reported
Droppmg

PHOENIX (UPI) — A substantial drop today in
swollen Verde River raised hope that floodwater in the
Salt River Channel could be cut off soon. However, the

~ highest run-off in 24 years, created new trouble spots
‘in the Salt River Valley. Overflow from Bartlett Dam

ran over the banks of the
Arizona Canal northwest of
Phoenix, forcing the sheriff’s
office to close several streets
early today.

Olive and Peoria Avenues
were closed at New River
crossings, and Bell Road was
blocked where it meets Skunk
Creek west of 83rd Avenue. At
mid-morning, water was flow-
ing over Northern Avenue, but
the route was not closed.

Sheriff’s - deputies said no
houses were endangered in the
northwest area. They said that
when the Arizona Canal started
overflowing, flood gates were
opened to release water into
Skunk Creek, which feeds into
New River.

Meanwhile, water in the Salt
River bed continued to force
traffic to use the Tempe Bridge
on State Route 93 and Phoenix
routes located west of 40th
Street over the river bed.

Tempe police said traffic was
“a lot better this morning”
than Wednesday, when cars
were jammed back from the
Tempe bridge as far as 56th
Street on both Washington and
Van Buren. Officers said con-
gestion still prevailed but was
substantially reduced as many
drivers took Broadway to Phoe-
nix crossings.

iver Flow

| Wednesday as the warm sun

Still closed today were Coun-
try Club Drive, Scottsdale and
Hayden Roads and 40th and 48th
Streets.

Meanwhile, youngsters from
the southeast urban-suburban
area flocked to the river with
inner tubes, tubs and surf-
boards. One deputy was report-
ed miffed when he investigated
a report that a car was swirling
downriver. He learned the ve-
hicle was an amphibian.

The Verde peaked at 5,180
cubic feet of water per second

cut into snow in the high
country.

Today, the U.S. Weather Bu-
reau said the river had dropped
to 3,680 cubic feet per second
as most of the snow up to the
9,000-foot level was gone.

Weathermen said the gates at
Bartlett Dam shotild be closed
“before too long,” and water
being dumped into the Salt
River at Granite Reef should
be cut off within about 24 hours
after the gates are closed.

However, the report said the
water could continue in the Salt
for a few more days if water
orders are too low to take care
of the normal flow of the
Verde.

Salt River Project spokesmen
expressed hope Bartlett Dam
could be closed this weekend,
but they indicated flow in- the
Salt could continue for 10 more
days.




" FLOODI

NG TO EASE

pi

Flooding of the Salt River|place 82 hours after they were
reached the beginning of the|opened for the first time in 24
end today when the spillway|years to reduce overstorage in
gates were closed at Bartlett|the Bartlett and Horseshoe Dam
reservoirs. From Bartlett the
flood waters flow south to pour
into the Salt River, just above
Granite Reef diversion dam.

Dam.

The overflow at Granite Reef
Dam was down fo only 250 cubic
feet per second a few hours
later and was expected to stop
this afternoon,

WHILE THE water will con-
tinue flooding the river hed as
it passes through Phoenix dur-
ing the weekend, the level soon
will deerease rapidly due to
aporation and seepage, offi-
cials o ﬁ Salt River Project.

osing of the gates at Bart-
1 the Verde River, took

llway Gates Closed |
At Dam After 82 Hours

Project was up to 1,429,100 acre
feet this morning, an increase
of 93,636 in the past week. Most
of this increase has been from
runoff into the four storage

Water was approaching the
top of the Seventh Avenue dike-
roadway late this morning and
was expected to go over this
afternoon.

THERE IS A drop of about
200 feet in elevation in the 22
miles between Granite Reef
Dam and the river crossings in
Phoenix.

Total storage in the Salt River

. ¢
. L.l
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dams on the Salt River.

Storage is now within 644,616
acre feet of total capacity. That
is slightly more than the capac-
ity of both the Horseshoe and
Bartlett reservoirs, the newest
of the project’s six storage fa-
cilities.

“We’re guessing that the wa-
ter will cross Seventh Avenue
today,” James Stokley, superin-
tendent of the city streets and
sanitation department, said.

THE HEAVY flow has inun-
dated the earthen approaches
to the large box culverts carry-
ing water under the 24th Street
and Seventh Street crossings.

The erosion has caused traf-
fic to be confined to single lanes
each way at the two crossings.

Closing of one or both of th
crossings would add to the tra;
fic already jamming the Centy
Avenue and Tempe bridges &
the 16th Street crossing.

Five major crossings are
ready closed. E

SHOULD THE water force {.
closing of Seventh Avenue, mc
of the traffic would be divertc
to the Central Avenue bridgy
and to crossings at 19th, 35tk
51st and 59th avenues. y

Water dumped into the rivel
from the Grand Canal through,
a storm sewer at 22nd Avenue
was flooding the 35th Avenue
crossing, but many vehicles
were still using it. :

Closed crossings are 40th and
48th streets in Phoenix, Scotts-
dale and Hayden Roads in Tem-
pe, and Mesa’s North Country
Club Drive.

Fair weather is expected to
prevail in Arizona through next
Wednesday, with temperatures
slightly above average for late
April.

The Weather Bureau’s fore-
cast called for the mercury tc
range between 50 and 86 tomor
row in Phoenix.

A
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- Concluded From Page”og .‘

flood stage for several days
after the last drop is
at Bartlett. ket v

Roadway repa'ﬁs will require
at least one or two days. Work
will be required at closed
Country Club Drive north of
Mesa, Hayden and Scottsdale
roads, the ground-level road at
Tempe bridge and at 48th and
40th streets, a few of the loca-
tions affected.

Water is now free to share-
holders in the Salt River Valley
Water Users Association and
“we’re filling every order,” a
spokesman said.

“The City of Phoenix is also
getting some of this free water,”
Henry Shipley, project assistant
manager, said. i

PROJECT officials said run-
off into the Verde River is re-
ceding and it may be possible
to close the gates at Bartlett
and Horseshoe Dams — sources
of the flood water—between to-
morrow and Monday.

The run-off on the Verde is
down to 3,680 cubic feet per sec-
ond from a figure of 4,570 feet
24 hours earlier, Shipley said.

The Salt River, above Roose-
velt Dam with nighttime tem-
peratures in the highlands now
around 10 degrees above freez-
ing, and daytime temperatures
melting the deep snow cover, is
running at the rate of about
5,000 acre feet a day and is ex-
sected to increase.

With no water being with-
frawn from the four Salt River
'eservoirs, they have gained
55,000 acre feet since April 1,

vhile the Verde side has
Jrog%nt the total gain to Q’

300,
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Fi%'l‘his is Bartlett last Monday. At the lefg)f the dam are the spi

h the Salt River Proj-  way gates through whic the surplus water
gallons of water since  leased. Story on Page17.
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Bell Road and Cave Creek
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Water at St. John's Bridge on Gila River NP

Silt at Maricopa Highway Bridge
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115th Avenue and Gila River
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Gila River ...

| ' S

(Continued from Page 1)
washed out by the overflow-

TRAFFIC PILES up on High-
way 80, south of Buckeye,

ﬁmpagins Gila River Buckeye

waiting their turn at crossing
the Gila River (on the high-

way) which was open to one-
way traffic from Monday ev-

risky. In this picture a high-
"pilot” vehi-
vehicles follow-

with fast flowing
over more than a half  water up to two feet deep mak-

ening until its closing 10
o’clock Tuesday morning.

ing it where the middle of
the highway is “supposed” to
be.

‘ of Highway 80 south of ing even one way traveling

' Leo Phillips Injured

Seriously in Accident

Leo Phillips of Rt. 1, Buckeye,
is in serious condition at Memor-
ial hospital, Phoenix, as a result
of injuries received in an auto-
cyele accident northwest of
Buckeye Wednesday afternoon.

-According to the Iocal Sheriff’s
office, Phillips, riding a motor-
cycle. was traveling north on

‘Oglesby Road when he failed to

stop at a stop sign and hit the
front of an east bound car on
Southern Ave., driven by Don-
ald Tyree.

Phillips is reported to have
suffered internal injuries, a con-
cussion and one leg has been
amputated above the knee.

No citations have been issued.

Gila River Crests

Highway department officidls.
sheriff’s office spokesmen and
other officials seem in agree-
ment in their opinions that the
Gila River has reached its crest
here — IF there is no more rain
either here or iver.

ek il

Lt ]

ge

The Gila River, which ordi-
narily is either bone dry or just
slightly wet here, flooded over
its banks Monday and Tuesday,
forcing five families from their
homes southeast of Buckeye and
flooding almost a mile of high-
way 80 southwest of town so
that traffic had to be routed
around on old highway 80 which
has only recently bee&..m;_
able. ‘ } o 1

the junction of Jacki .
Trail and Beloat Roa
forced from their h
about 6 a.m. by Gila f
waters. All of their hot
hold goods were moved
higher ground on Ja
bit Trail. Flood wate
homes was as deep as
feet. Jackrabbit Tr
completely under water at
the river crossing and all
traffic had to be routed
around to the pipeline Road
six miles south of Buckeye
on highway 80 until its
closing Tuesday morning.
Now Rainbow Valley traffic

is routed around on old

highway 80 to Pipeline

Road.

Highway 80 to Gila Bend was
closed about 10:00 a.m. Tues-
day morning after being kept
open since Monday evening with
up to two feet of water flow-
ing over the highway for over
a half mile length. Highway de-
partment crews kept one lane
traffic moving through the flood-
ed section of road until it was
deemed unsafe for travel. Un-
til its closing Tuesday morning
at 10 o’clock one way traffic
bunches of twenty or r
hicles followed a “pilot”
way department vehicle th
the half mile of 18 inch
fast flowing floodwater ti
highway. Several cars g
close to the edge of the
and had to be snaked
the road. The eg

an eerie sensation to be in the

middleofahag' of fa

moving water, hop
traveling somewhere it
center of the road, not near th
edge where your car can be
whisked off the road in a sec-
ond.

All  Highway 80 traffic
(north and south) is being
routed around on old High-
way 80 which has just re-
cently been repaired from
flood damage and made pass-
able. Gillespie dam has been
reported overflowing across
its entire width and last
Saturday morning, about
2:30 a.m. Deputy Sheriffs
Joe Duncan and Don Stan-

. ley, patroling old Highway
80, dropped through a wash-
ed out portion of the road
about two miles south of
the dam. The road under

the tarvia topcoat had been
(Continued on Back Page)
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Group Begins Pushing For .. ..
Gilbert Area Flood Control ™’




Thursday, March 18, 1965

GILBERT ENTERPRISE

Pace Wants Proje

at Morrison Brothers Ranch Tuesday were (left

A big push to get some flood control construction built
to protect the Apache Junction-Gilbert and Williams-
Chandler areas was started Tuesday at a special meeting
at Morrison Brothers Ranch north of Higley.,

L.M. *“Max’’ Pace, a board member of the East Mari-

copa Soil Conservation District

called the meeting to

begin stimulating interest among the towns, businesses,
civic organizations and other groups.

Generally, the project
calls for construction of
three dams on state-owned
land in Pinal County. The
dams proposed would run
from end-to-end beginning
more or less at the Salt
River Baselineand Vineyard
Road (one mile east of the
Pinal County line) to a point
eight miles straight east of
the village of Queen Creek.

The dams would catch the
heavy surface run-off flow-
ing westward from the area
between Apache Junctionand
Florence Junction. This wa-
ter then is to be fed out
of the system of dams into
a channel that connects with
the dam at Elliott Road ex-~
tended two miles into Pinal
County.

This channel runs south-
west from the dam to the
southeast corner of the Gen-
eral Motors  proving
grounds, on across the north
side of WilliamsAir Force
Base and westward even-
tually tothe Roosevelt Water
Conservation District
Floodway.

In addressing the groupat
the meeting, which num-
bered about 20 men fromthe
Gilbert-Higley area, Pace
said the project would be
relatively inexpensive,

The dams will be on state
property and much of the
escape channel is onfederal
property (Williams Air
Force Base). All the county
has to pay for is right-of-
way and bridges and cul-
verts. The federal govern-
ment, through the Soil Con-
servation Service, will pay
for the construction, Pace
said.

Lee Ohsiek, an engineer
with the Maricopa County
Flood Control District, and

R.S. Swenson, soil conser-
vations with the Soil Con-
servation Service, USDA,
verified Pace’s statements.

Both said thatengineering
on the project under dis-
cussion was doneand allthat

was needed to build it was
money.

Swenson said the money
from the Federal Govern-
ment was available if the
right-of-way was acquired
first.

Ohsiek said that Flood
Control District funds, rais-

ed by a two-cent per $100
assessment of real proper-
ty, were notadequate to cov-
er the right-of-wayacqui-
sition and that the project
either would have to be fi-
nanced through araise inthe
Flood District assessment
or a bond issue. Either way
the action for the county part
of the financing must be
taken by the board of super-
visors.

““Right,”” Max Pace said,
““The squeaking wheel gets
the grease, and the point of
this meeting is to get
the people in this area to
start squeaking.”’

It was pointed that the
statutory maximum on
flood control assessment
was five-cents per $100 and
this rate, even if imposed,
would not cover the cost of
the construction proposed
for all of Maricopa County.,

It would cover the cost of
our project here, Pace said,
especially since it won’t cost
much.

““We need this construc-
tion now. It is probably the
only one in the whole flood
control district (all ofMari~
copa County) which can be
completed without a bond is-
sue, I feel we should get
the supervisors to include it
in the budget for the next
fiscal year, which begins
July 1. I called this meeting
to ask your support in this
matter.,

It also was pointed out
Pace that flood control was
to the benefit of all people
in the affected area, not just
to farmers. He said that
FHA loans on houses had
been rejected on the basis
that the houses were in a
flood-hazard area, Some-
times industry has backed
away from establishing a
plant in a certain area be-
cause of flood hazards.

Among those present were
Morris Cooper, mayor of
Gilbert, and Earl Nichols,
representing the Gilbert
Chamber of Commerce,

ct In 1966 Budget
e

FOUR of the 20 men who attended the East  to right) Hugh Nichols, Morris Cooper, L.E.
Maricopa Soil Conservation District meeting  Oshiek, Maricopa County Flood District en=
gineer, and L. M. Pace, SCD director. ’







HARQUAHALA VALLEY
2/18/65

CENTENNIAL WASH

pee) TV

Looking down wash at

Salome & "Farmers"
Dike.

Dike from Salome Road
going north then west.
(East of Gin Road.)




HAROUAHALA VALLEY
2/18/65

CENTENNIAL WASH

Courthouse Road west
of Gin Road.

Courthouse Road west
of Gin Road.
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HARQUAHALA VALLEY B
2/18/65 ‘

CENTENNIAL WASH

Hassayampa River at Yuma ,
Road (0ld Salome Road). .

o

7 miles south of
Courthouse Road.

Wash west of Wintersburg,
Harquahala Road.




HAROUAHALA VALLEY
9/9/65

Looking downstream at
Centennial Wash, Sec.
18, 1s, 8W. (Thick
brush growth as shown
below.

Looking south across
Centennial Wash,

Sec 15, ls, 8W.

Wash spreads out;

main channels at thick
brush growth.
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March 11, 1965

O0ff McMicken Dam

Washout in farmer's
dike on south side
Olive Avenue, 3/4 mi.
west of Litchfield Road.

570




March 11, 1965

Washout in dike on
Olive Road (south

. side) 3/4 mile west of
Litchfield Road.

North from Peoria
Avenue on Reems Rd

>
N
<

North from Olive Avenue
on Reems Road




March 11, 1965

Intersection washout at
Sarival & Peoria Avenues,
looking west. Water level
was to bottom of car
windows.

East on Olive Ave.
1000' east of Reems
Road

East on Peoria Avenue
3/4 mile east of E€otton

Lane
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March 11, 1965

PR PR M T

South from Peoria Ave
on Reems Road

LAFB Drainage Canal
east of Litchfield Road

368

Drainage Channel west
of railroad south of

Olive Ave % mile west
of Litchfield Road
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March 11, 1965

Looking north up drainage
channel % mile west of
Litchfield Road at south
end at Northern Avamnue,
west of railroad.

Looking east on north side
of 0live Avenue along

railroad. Drainage channel
between road and railroad.

Northern Avenue % mile
east of Reems road looking
east at beginning of

LAFB Drainage Ditch.

357
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Page Two

Special Agricultural Section
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HUGH NICHOLS, right, imparts some firsthand
information on the Watershed Flood Control
Program in Maricopa County to Chuck Farr,
county extension agent. Nichols is known as
“Mr. Conservation” to SCS personnel and Soil
Conservation District Board of Eastern Mari-

copa County. He served on the East Maricopa
SCD Board of Supervisors from July 1946 to
June 1964. At present he is a member of the
Citizens Advisory Committee for Flood Con-
trol. (SCS Photo by Fooks)
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3 Big
Culveﬁg

Planned

The bridge division of
the state highway depart-
‘ment is now preparing a
‘design for a crossing of the
Salt River on N. Country
Club Dr., advises a letter re-
ceived yesterday by J. A. Petrie,
city manager.

A battery of 23 72-inch cor-
rugated metal pipes will be con-
structed at the crossing, said
the letter from William M.
Price, state highway engineer, |
and A. L. Chadwick, deputy
state engineer.

The letter was in response to
an April 16 letter from Petrie,
in which he requested an all-
weather road at the crossing
as sought by the Mesa city
council in an Aug. 3 resolution.

Chadwick told The Tribune
that the corrugated metal pipes
are ‘‘definitely a stop - gap
measure,” but that they will

now pouring across Country
Club Dr. i

Chadwick said design for the
metal pipe installation should
be completed within the next
10 days, and that bids will be
sought immediately. A detour
around the presentcrossing,
which has been deeply cut by
flood waters, will be made
available while construction is
underway, he noted. l

The highway department has |
a maintenance yard near the |
site of the crossing, and fill |
material would be obtain-
ed there, Chadwick said.

“We had hoped to get some-
thing in before the summer

floods,” the deputy engineer |

said, noting that indefinite plans
for the channel to be construct-
‘ed by the Bureau of Reclama-
tion make it difficult so far to
erect a permanent bridge.
Chadwick stated there was no
reflection upon the bureau of
reclamation, but that a definite
channel had not been determin-
ed. He indicated construction
of the proposed Maxwell Dam
might have an influence upon

take care of the flow such as|

4

Flood Work
Talks Slated

| Maricopa County’s proposed
flood control projects will be
discussed Thursday noon at the
Feed Bag it was announced to-
day by Reg Mumaw, chairman
of the Mesa Chamber of Com-
merce inter-city relations com-
mittee.

Principal speakers at the
12:15 p.m. meeting will be
Colonel John C. Lowry, chief
engineer and general manager
of the flood control district of
Maricopa county, and L. A.
“Pat” Riggs, chairman of the
county board of supervisors.

The meeting will be directed

toward creating a better under-
standing of local flood control
problems and their solution,
Maricopa county citizens will
go to the polls February 8th to
vote on bonds for these pro-
jeets.
‘Among officials present at the
luncheon, will be Fred Green-
wald, Arizona Game Protective
representative on the Arizona
game council; Bob Jantszon,
chief of wildlife and game man-
agement, and Salt River Pro-
ject representatives.

For reservation information
phone the Mesa Chamber of

Commerce office no later than

location of the channel.

Wednesday afternoon at 5 p.m.
DlBab N ot n
Ao
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Relef Seen
For Flooded
Mesa Street

Relief was promised today to
water plagued Country Club
Drive at the Salt River in Mesa.

The crossing, a major access
road from southside areas to
Phoenix, has been flooded since
early this week by water re-
leased from Bartlett Reservoir.
The water cut out a 50-foot wide
section of asphalt paving on
Country Club.

CITY MANAGER James A.
Petrie said today the state high-
way department will begin work
soon on culverts at the crossing.

“I have received a letter from
the state highway department
advising me a design for the
crossing is being made and as
soon as it is completed, work
will begin,” Petrie said.

Plans call for 23 pipes 72-
inches in diameter to be in-
stalled under the crossing,|
Petrie said.

WATER IN THE Salt River
channel today reached as far
west as 35th Avenue, but was
expected to recede rapidly with
the closing of gates at Bartlett
Dam.

Salt River Project officials
said the Scottsdale Road cross-
ing may be dry enough for traf-
fic sometime tomorrow. How-
ever, they warned that reopen-
ing of roads would be subject
to control of state, county and
city highway departments.

Crossings' remaining closed
today were Country Club Drive
in Mesa; Scottsdale Road
and 48th Street, 40th Street,
Seventh Street and Seventh
Avenue in Phoenix.




Gazette Staff Photos

AFTER THE FLOOD, COME THE REPAIRS

State highway department crews lost no time in repairing shows how roadway looked Sunday as water receded show-
busy Country Club Drive crossing on the Salt River, cut ing 50-foot-wide gap in pavement. Below, how the same
by overflow floodwaters from Bartlett Dam. Top picture section looked yesterday after temporary repairs.

e A W ST N s S it




Salt River 25 m‘g, &ork

To Get Underway Sept. 13

Construction on six 72 inch
culverts under N. Country
Club Drive at the Salt River is
expected to get underway Mon-
day, Sept. 13, officials at San-
ner Contracting Company
Phcenix have reported.

Sanner was the low bidder on
the job offered by the state
highway department earlier this
month.

The culverts are expected to
eliminate traffic tieups and
washouts caused by flooding of
the Mesa-Payson highway in the
Salt River bed.

Culverts were decided upon
rather than a bridge because
of the cost factor and uncertain-
ty as to the final course of the
river bed when it is eventually
channelized as a part of the

valley flood control project.

The laying of the culvert and
resurfacing of the thoroughfare
between Mesa and Scottsdale is
scheduled to be completed by
Nov. 15, the highway depart-
ment said. Cost of the c¢on-
struction is estimated at $128,-
357.

Sanner was 13 per cent under
the State estimate of $147,533.

A short detour through the
Salt River crossing area will
allow traffic to pass through
the river bed without closing
the highway completely during
the construction period.




ing” of N. Country Club Dr. at
.| the Salt River crossing is ex-

laid to permit flow of water under

the crossing in times of flood. The high

, the detour, which wi
y for traffic at the end of work tomorrow. Thec hi‘gv;lvlvab; alﬁgittopped, is expected to be

will then be torn up and

‘Floodproofing’
Job COI{‘?[%}:I;(%I

Seen by Nov. 10

Completion of the “floodproof-

pected by Nov. 10, according
to a spokesman for Sanner Con-
struction Co., contractor for the
job.

The project includes installa-:
tion of 23 72-inch concrete cul-
verts to take the flow of flood
wawljs beneath the highway.

]
1




| READYING FOR PIPES — Construction workers on state
highway department project of “floodproofing” Country Club
Dr. crossing of the Salt River have erected cut-off wall (above)
upon which 23 72-inch concrete culverts are expected to be
laid the latter part of the week. After the culverts have been
installed the highway will be reconstructed above them and
detour at right abandoned. (Tribfoto)

‘ S Mesca Telbup e
- I/L//(,J"'

DETOUR IN USE—Single-lane two-way traffic flowed smooth- «
. ly early today at a detour (above) was placed in operation

around construction work at the N. Country Club Dr. cross-
ing of the Salt River. At left, the old highway is being torn
up so excavation can get underway for installation of con-
crete pipes below the doadway. The pipes are designed
to carry flood waters under the highway to prevent its be-
ing washed away as occurred this spring. (Tribfoto)




Drive in the Salf River channel carries four Ianes of +
prevented in the future by com-  erete culverts deslgned
crossing, now open to traffic. Roadway rainfall.
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Cactus Pete dez:

| W
igh style’’ for evening make-up calls : ‘
for /€yes surrounded by pasted-down bits of
1ight feathers. Yep — birds of a feather
will flock together in Cuckooland.
& |

Good Afternoon

“Mostly cloudy with intermittent light rpin

showers ending by tonight. Fog tomorfow
morning, then mostly sunny and warmer.
High tomorrow near 60, low tonight about 87.

Vol. 17, No. 281 A N e

MESA, ARIZONA, FRIDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 17, 1965

 SINGLE COPY TEN CENTS

16 PAGES

RS,

e

S P T

Oul
Curious
Huge cracks in the e

morning by a trio of Mesa
and north of the Apache

; e e homes located just east
EARTH CRACKS — This overall view of earth cracks and ground subsidence east of Mesa Herb Schumann, hydrologist
shows extent of cleavage, varying from a pencil-thin line to widths of 15 ft. along a north- for the Water Resources Divi-
westerly-southeasterly line estimated to be 114 miles long. sion of the U.S. Geological Sur-

o : vey, Department of the Interior,
also warned curiosity to stay
_clear of the area which he
termed as being extremely
| dangerous.

Cause of the fissures was at-
tributed to ground water with-
drawal. The cracks vary in
width from pencil thin size to
open gashes of 20 feet. Depth
varies from a few inches to
more than 20 feet in some areas
mile and one-half

|

1
i

Whetten, 18, of 220 N. Crismon
Rd., a 19f5 graduaie from West-
wood High; Gary Sorenson, 18,

N| Crismon, Mesa High
or; and Mark Keel-
7162 E. Arbor, Mesa

Euﬂfa&ﬁ’ o iléd thfhecra.cki
were n i b were.
backed up eg?' gg 1an¥1 who
said the fissures seem to be
of recent origin.

He said similar fissures rang-
. ing 10 miles in length have
been observed in the Eloy area.

At one point, warm steamy
air was observed rising from
the cracks east of Mesa. Schu-
mann said they could open wid-
er and subside making it
extremely dangerous to anyone
approaching them.

He cautioned curiosity lookers
to stay away. Police authori-
: . : i . o ties are to be advised of the

o e ' ffered there.

LONG WAY DOWN — Gary Sorensen, 18, of 220 N. Crismon Rd., dangles rope down one da{,‘ﬁ:r f;’séur:‘s’ Fod ] I
of the major cracks discovered yesterday by trio of teenage youths. In precarious position cinity of the 640 acre parksite
at right of fissure is Tom Whetten and in background, on edge of another major crack, acquired by the City of Mesa
is Mark Keeling, 7162 E. Arbor. (Tribfotos by Jack Wills) from the Bureau of Land Man-

==l agement. A 160 acre tract own-
ed by the Mesa School System
is also in the immediate area.

The cracks extend to within
a few hundred feet of a num-

ug

3
qys  stated tLhex Were | onq

Warned

Away, Fissures
Said ‘Dangerous’

arth discovered yesbé'rdﬁy'
boys east of Bush Highway
Trail were termed serious

today and a possible threat to a number of modern

of the Twin Knolls area.

and have already caused slight
cracks in paving adjacent to
the houses, according to the
boys who discovered them.

Dean Sloan, assistant engineer
for the City of Mesa, when
contacted, said the city is pump-
ing water from a well in the
Desert Wells area west of
Busk Highway. Two former city
wells in the area have been
capped and are not producing
any water at the current time.

Schumann declined to attri-
bute the cause of the fissures
to any specific overpumping,
but indicated that in other areas
the ground subsidence apparent-
ly has been caused by pumping
above the normal recharge
rate. ‘ ppp—

ahove it, .
from

Sty Wit s Yo

duced.

- When saturated, ground has

a greater load bearing capacity

‘than when the water drains out
leaving only a skeletal frame-
:vox;( of the ground to bear the
oad.

Access to the area can be,
made off Sliger Rd. seven-tenth
of a mile east of Bush Hi
way. The cradis ©ress '
Rd. at a point two-tenths of ja
mile north of Apache Trail

ber of homes near Twin Knolls

DANGEROUS FISSURE -- Tom Whetten, 18, of 220 N. Cris-
mon Rd., shows depth of large earth crack running beneath
old Apache Trail near Sliger Rd., one-half mile east of
Bush Highway and one-half mile north of the Apache Trail.

Depth at this point_is ap&ximately 12 to 15 ft.

arth Cr
East of Mesa

cks




Mesa Armo

By PAT McELFRESH

At eight o’clock this morn-
ing the Mesa National Guard
Armory swarmed with children
clutching blankets, their parents
dragging in paper sacks filled
with their belongings.

All were evacuated from their
homes in low-lying areas in the
path of the swollen Salt River.

An alert went out to the Na-
tional Guard at 2 a.m., and an
hour later mud-spattered cars
were driving into the parking
lot, unloading whole families.

The Guard sent out 28 troop
trucks to bring in other evac-
uees, who were gathered at key
points by sheriff’s deputies.
The deputies drove through the
Indian reservation, alerting fam-
ilies to the danger. Local po-
lice contacted families north of
the Mesa Country Club.

Help Came
As the numbers mounted with-

Staples Used to Pin Up Diapers

in the (150 at 8 a.m.)
help came from many areas.
The Maricopa County Health

Department sent people to work
with the local Red Cross unit,
setting up urns for coffee,
orange juice and hot chocolate
for people roused out of their
beds to find safety.

Army cots were set up in
rows for still-drowsy children
while word went out to find tem-
porary homes for the ousted
families. The Armory head-
quarters telephone kept ringing
as Mesans called in to volun-
teer to take in evacuated fam-
ilies.

Most city residents who had
to leave their homes went to
stay with friends. But those
from the Indian reservations
were being accommodated at
the Armory until other facilities
could be located.

N seen

Tredliorns

The big problem at mid-morn-
ing was the children — cloth-

ing, and feeding them. Red
Cross disaster chairman Ted
Roy said that hot food would
be brought from Mesa Public
Schools facilities to feed those
still at the Armory.

Registered professional nurse
Eileen Romano arrived unask-
ed to help where she could.
Her two children, who accom-
panied her, had gathered Christ-
mas candy and pulled pepper-
mint canes from their tree to
distribute to other children.

No Diaper Pins

The lack of diaper pins fath-
ered ingenuity, with nurses and
Red Cross volunteers stapling
the diapers to hold them on ba-
bies.

Deseret Industries donated
clothing to those who needed
it, with volunteers taking whole

)2 ~30~6S

families to the store to get what
was needed.

Twenty-four hour nursing
service was available at the
Armory, with the county health
department nurses taking two
shifts.

Mrs. William Waggoner, 1720
N. Old Colony Rd., came into
the Armory to look for friends.
The Colony by the Greens area
was instructed by police to
evacuate at 2:30 a.m., but there
was no flooding as yet at noon.

Left Their Home

Ethel Makil, 28, said her fam-
ily came from their Reserva-
tion home at 1606 E. Oak, bring-
ing a sack of possessions, some
blankets and a portable radio.

I rode in a National Guard
vehicle with Maj. C. A. Hall
down to the river area. He
pointed out traffic congestion
and swarms of curious people,
saying “‘Our biggest problem is

Opened for Flood Refugees

people.” He directed men to
positions to aid sheriff’s depart-
ment personnel and local police
in diverting traffic.

While we were at the river,
he received a report of looting
in Tempe and alerted the Me-
sa Armory to dispense weapons,
ammunition and bayonets to
men being sent to help the
Tempe unit. Maj. Hall said a
new problem might be protect-
ing evacuated houses from loot-
ers.

At 10:40 am., word came
that the Arizona Canal to the
north had burst and spectators
were being herded away from
the river’s edge at North Coun-
try Club Drive. ‘

Huge construction vehicles
were rolling through the rising
water to pull out stranded cars
at the sand and gravel plant at
the river’s edge. g
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12/23/65 South of Bell Road Bridge. Est. 1000-1500 cfs.4q*| 12/23/65At Black Mountain Road, torn pavement. Est. 500 cfs?
12/23/65 North of Bell Road Bridge. Est. 1000-1500 cfs.{/| 12/23/65At Bell Road Bridge. Est. 1000-1500 cfs.d
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i 12/23/65 At U.S. 60-70, downstream. Est. 1200-1500 cfs/
I 12/23/65 At Black Mountain Road. Est. 500 cfs.
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NE& RIVER I
\

2/23/65

Agua Fria River at Indian School Road.
Est. 1500-2000 CFS. Flow from New River.

2 /7 & a2
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At Indian School Road.
Est. 1500-2000 CFSsS.
Flow from New River.

New River south of Glendale
Ave. Bridge. Est. 1500 CFSsS.
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(testimony concerning “the Ari-
|zona gojects bsj Army Secre-
lary ] m \

PP
House Group
To COllSider

[Flood Works

\ Republic Washington Bureau

- WASHINGTON — A special
subcommittee will hear details
of a proposed federal flood con-
trolmject on Indian Bend Wash
near Scottsdale during a session
in Washington March 26,

Also to be taken up by the
panel is the $2,775,000 Winslow
project on the Little Colorado

BOTH projects have been
cleared for congressional action
by the Army board of engineers
and the Budget Bureau and are

to be considered for inelusion in
glel. 1965 omnibus public works

‘The panacil to lvlveiaﬂxl' {he thAmnain
projects, along 1 others
S PEn; i mg'hﬁam
eno ; es . ’ L

and includes Sens. Frank Moss,
D-Utah, Lee Metcalf, D-Mont.,
Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, Hiram
Fong, R-Hawgii, and George
Murphy, R-Calif.

The Senate public works sub-
comt e on rivers, harbors,
and flood control also will meet
at 10 a.m. next Monday to hear

Ailes, Lt.



Contr
e Rotary Top '
At Tuesday Meet

What is being done about
flood control in Maricopa Coun-
ty, with special emphasis on
what the flood control program
means to Tempe, will be dis-
cussed at the luncheon meeting
of Tempe Rotary Club tomor-
row (Tuesday) noon at Sands
hotel.

The speaker will be Col. John
C. Lowry, general manager and
chief engineer of the Maricopa
County Flood Control District,
who will be introduced by the
program chairman, Lou Cooper,
‘| city manager of the city of
Tempe.

Opening the program will be
‘an invocation by Bob Cushing
a pledge to the flag led
y Paul Cronin.

i 64

o P
Engineers Okay |

Arizona

o

Projects

WASHINGTON (AP)—Authorization by Congress of two Ari-
zona flood control projects was recommended by Army engl-
neers today to a Senate flood control subcommittee.

A $9,020,000 project was proposed for Indian Bend Wash
which flows into the Salt River about 10 miles east of Phoenix

BECAUSE OF inadequate

channel capacity, the Army en-| .. S
gineers §aid, a highly developed said, washes rising southwest
residential area in Scottsdale, the urban and adjacent areas

if?oocsilslb;jl?targo ~ é‘r?éﬁlat%izl fggf into the Little Colorado flood

gation, highway and - utilities Nvithout damage the flood flows

properties in the area.

Arizona Canal to Salt River.

of that city and flowing through

plain are inadequate to carry

from local thunderstorms.

Col. Lynn C. Lee, assistant A
director of civil works for the iza%?%ﬂfg?ngg:saxghsora
Pacific division, said the engin-|s:oo cion’ jevee and channel 5.5
eers recommended 7 miles of 3

concrete-lined channel from the Municipal Airport to the Little -

miles long from the Winslow
Colorado, and enlargement of .

Of the total cost, $7.2 millionjthe Ice House Wash channel
would be federal funds. Thel|along a 2-mile stretch.
ineers estimated annual

Estimated cost of the project

benefits resulting from dam-|woq ¢ 9 million of which the

ages prevented at $330,000.

At Winslow, the engineersimillion.

Federal share would be $2.7

M

-
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Plans Drawn

The Arizona Highway Department currently has plans on the
board for construction of culverts at the Salt River crossing of
:Dowell Rd.-Country Club Drive. which might eliminate flood-

' ’H'Qward Shelt, district engineer for the highway department,
said work would probably start
on the $150,000 project this sum-
mer.

Plans call for emplacement of
a dozen or more 72-inch cul-

‘iverts under the roadway to ac-
commodate intermittent flow of
|water down the Salt River
stream.

Shelt said that installation of
the pipe would probably result
in a raising of the roadway.

Another highway department
‘engineer, Larry Thompson,
noted however that the roadway
can not be raised so high that
it would create a dike that
would hold water and flood up-
stream areas.

Enough pipe will be installed
side by side to accommodate
as large a flow of water as pos-
sible, Thompson said.

The highway crossing is cur-
rently flooded and closed to
traffic because of the release
of surplus water from Bartlett
Dam, on the Verde River, up-
stream of its confluence with
the Salt River.

The crossing on the main
route between Scottsdale and
Mesa has been blocked several
times during the past year by
flowing water caused by heavy
rains in upstream drainage
areas.

‘Water has not been released

filling gnce 1941,

from upstream dams because of




The Dike That Failed

Two bulldozers worked all afternoon yesterday (below) to channel the Salt
River bed around a contracting firm’s yard in the middle of the wash. They
piled a dike 12-feet high and 300 yards long around the yard’s structures and
equipment — but it didn’t work. By mo rning (above) the dike had disappeared
and water was lapping at the yard’s office building.

Progress Photos by George Adams
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Scottsdale
Flood Plan
Is Boosted

Gazette’s Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — C ongres-
sional authorization of the Indi-
an Bend Wash flood control
project for Scottsdale was urged
today by Sen. Paul Fannin,
R-Ariz.

In testimony before the Sen-
ate public works subcommittee,
Fannin asked that the $9,020,000
Scottsdale project and a $2,940,-
100 tlood control project for
Vinslow be included in this
rear’s omnibus rivers and har-
Jors authorization bill.

“THE INDIAN Bend Wash
project at Scottsdale is urgent-
ly needed to prevent potential-
\ly damaging floods from desert
thunderstorms,” the Arizona Re-
publican explained.

Already recommended by the
Army Corps of Engineers, the
project would carry runoff from
the lower end of the wash in a
concrete-lined channel about
seven miles from the Arizona
Canal to the Salt River Channel,

Fannin noted that the Mari-

topa County Board of Super-
isors and the county flood con-
‘ol district already have indi-
- willingness to bear the

i d $1,770,000 portion of
> tof e& assigned to local!

“REPRESENTATIVES of my
office while I was Governor
worked closely with loecal
authorities in flood control mat-
ters,” Fannin said, “and I am|-
assured of the soundness of the
corps’ recommendations.”

Fannin also pointed out that
the project’s ratio of benefits to
cost was 1.8 to 1, based on en-
gineer estimates that it would
prevent $530,000 of damages
each year. He said this places
the project “easily within the
1.1 to 1 justification ratio” nor-
mally considered for flood con-
trol projects.

\
The project would accommo-
date a discharge of 40,000 cubic
feet of water per second.|
Fannin said this would be suf-
ficiient to prevent up to 96 per
cent of potential flood damage
in the drainage area of Indian
Bend Wash, which comprises
about 224 square miles.
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To Tour Area

The newly appointed chief of
the Los Angeles District Army
Corps of Engineers will tour
flood-prone areas in Maricopa
County Saturday with John
Lowry, county flood control dis-
trict engineer and general man-

ager.

Col. John A. B. Dillard, who
succeeded Col. Earl Peacock
earlier this month, is scheduled
~ to visit the following sites:

~ ®THE SALT RIVER bed at
" Scottsdale Road and at Seventh
Street in Phoenix.

® Indian Bend Wash at vari-
ous points along the proposed
flood channel, including the site
of the head works at the Arizona
Canal.

® Bell Road to Cave Creek
Road, including the Cave Buttes
Dam site.

® Union Hills diversion chan-
nel, planned to extend from 36th
Street west to Skunk Creek, be-
tween Bell Road and Union
Hills Drive.

e Skunk Creek diversion chan-
nel at Black Canyon Highway,
four bridge sites in the area and
the Adobe Dam site.

® Glendale and Maryvale
areas which have been flooded
in the past.

e Site of a proposed channel
and small reservoir in the
South Mountain area.

TWO PROJECTS in the coun-
tywide flood control program,
which was approved by the
board of supervisors in 1963,
have been approved by the pub-
lic works committees of the
U.S. Senate and House, and are
to be included in the omnibus

flood control bill scheduled t«
go before Congress this year

The - projects include a $9
million channel along Indiar
Bend Wash to protect Scottsdale
and Tempe, and a $70-millior
project for the Greater Phoeniz







~ lion, with the money provided|
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control projects, two of them
scheduled for Maricopa County,

are included in a $1.9 billion|
public works authorization bill|-
approved by the U.S. Senate|

Public Works Committee.

Largest of the planned proj-
ects is a $70.8 million flood pro-|
tection system for North Phoe- |
nix. It calls for construction of|"
four dams and retention basins
and channel improvements for
Agua Fria River, Cave Creek
and New River and Union Hills
and Arizona canals. ]

The federal government would
pay $58,310,000 of the total cost.

The committee also approved
a proposed concrete-lined chan-
nel for Indian Bend Wash near
Scottsdale ($7,250,000) and a di-|'
version levee and channel im-
provements near Winslow (3$2,-
775,000).

Maricopa County’s cost share|
of the proposed $115 million|
countywide flood control pro-
gram js estimated at $22 mil-

by a bond issue tentatively set
for this fall.

R N
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Three proposed Arizona flood|’
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Senate Public Works Commit
Monday approved three Arizona
flood control projects, the office
of Sen. Paul Fannin, R-Ariz.,
said.

The Arizona projects were a
$70.8 million flood protection
system for the north side of
Phoenix, the $9,020,000 Indian
Bend Wash Project at Scotts-
dale and a $2.94 million di-
version levee to protect Wins-
low.

The Phoenix project would
protect 2,736 square miles with
four dams and retention basins
planned at Cave Creek, Dreamy
Draw, Skunk Creek and New
River. The project also would
encompass building of the Union
Hills and Arizona Canal di-
version channels and other
channel improvements on the
four tributaries of the Agua
Fria River.

The project is Phase B of
Maricopa County’s proposed
$115 million flood control proj-
ect. The federal government
would supply $58.31 million to-
ward the cost of Phase B.

The Indian Bend project,
Phase A of the county project,
would involve channel improve-
ment and diversion levee con-
struction. \

Before the Maricopa County
projects can be started, Voters
must approve spending about|
$22 million as the county’s
share of the cost. R







| MARICOPA County flood con-

trol engineer John Lowry will
address two engineering groups
on the county’s proposed flood
control program next month.

He will speak to the Central
Arizona Chapter of Professional
Engineers on Aug. 12 and the
American Society of Civil En-

gineers. Hydraulics Divisions,
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Arizona waj
Funds Included

" WASHINGTON (UPI)—Flood |
control funds for Arizona were
included in the $1.9 hillion
omnibus public works bill pass-
ed by the Senate on a voice
vote Tuesday.

The hill earmarks $70.8 mil-
lion in federal matching funds
for a flood control project to
protect nearly 3,000 square |
miles on the north side of:
Phoenix. Also included was $9

million for the Indian Bend
Wash project near ale,
and $20 milion Tor Tioat oy’
trol at Winslow,

The two Phoenix-area projects
are part of an over-all Maricopa
County flood control proposal.
 The federal authorization bill
now goes to the 'Holye for

action, ) P ‘{7;}, e
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Jobs Discussed

Two proposed flood control

posed diversion channels on the

yrojects for Maricopa County|Arizona Canal.

vere discussed by county flood

‘These areas “with intensively

:ontrol engineer John Lowry at|developed land, urban and agri-

cultural areas are subject to

the monthly meeting of the Cen- damage,” said Lowry.

tral Arizona Chapter of Profes-
sional Engineers. it

The total estimated cost of
this project is $70,800,000, Low-

The first project explained|ry, Said. The Flood Control Dis-
yesterday was the Indian Bend|{rict share would be about $12,-

Wash Channel, which would

800,000 and the federal cost

start at the Arizona Canal in/Would be approximately $58
Scottsdale and extend seven|Million.

miles south to the Salt River.

BOTH PROJECTS
said, are part of the national

Lowry said that the total cost| oy yipys fiood control bill. “The

of the project would be approxi-
mately $9 million, of which the

bill has been passed by the Sen-

county Flood Control District ate and approval by the House

share would be $1,750,000.

THE SECOND project con-
sists of proposed dams and

is expected shortly,” he said.

If the bill is passed, Lowry
said, “a strong effort” would
be*made by the Flood Control

channel improveme:‘s on Cave|District to - obtain t

Creek, Dreamy Draw, Skunkfunds for the Corps of

Creek, New River and Agua|neers to start design wi
Fria River. It also includes pro-|the projects. “If this effort is

successful,” he said, “about one
year’s time will be gained.”







"FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT
KARICOPA COUNTY

4701 E. WASHINGTON
PHOENIX 34, ARIZ.

607 Mill Avenue

78th Year—No. 6

LIKE OLD TIMES — Rain-produced “water sttuatlons” pictured above reminded
residents of old times in Tempe. Robert road, top, in process of being paved, was
level-full from Fifth to Second streets, while lower photo shows car splashing the
Scottsdale-Rural road crossing of Salt River bed just south of Princess drive. Al-
though just puddled, old-timers were reminded of days when low-flow channel of
river flowed through this area. Drainage from area to north made pools.

Katy Worth photos

Storm
| Totals
Mount

Rainfall Total Nears
One Inch Mark Here

Rainfall totals running com-
fortably over the one inch
' mark are anticipated when fin-
' al measurements from the cur-
rent storm are all in after
readings at four check points
in and around Tempe revealed

|that the one inch mark had
‘| nearly been reached at 8 this
| morning.

Starting on Tuesday after-
noon and evening and continu-
ing through 8 a.m. today the

' | overall rainfall measurement fi-

gure at the O. L. Barnes home,
1104 Ash avenue and site of a
volunteer weather station in

‘| the heart of Tempe, showed

that .88 had been deposited up
to that point.
And with heavy rainfall ac-

| tivity continuing this morning
|until nearly noon and more
| rainfall anticipated, the final

storm total is expected to go
well over the one inch mark
before passing out of the Valley
area.

A breakdown of the Barnes
readings show that from Tues-
day afternoon through Wednes-
day morning at 8 the total was
only .09 of an inch but the near-
1y all day long rain on Wednes-
day and through to 8 this
morning 'came to .78.

Indicating the general Valley

wide nature of the storm are
readings from three - other
nearby checkpoints which are
almost identical to the ones
posted at the Barnes home.
. At the Sky Harbor airport
weather station to the west of
Tempe the overall figure was
.78 of an inch with the break-
' down being .05 at 8 on Wed-
‘nesday and .73 at the same time
24-hours later.

To the south of town at the
University of Arizona Citrus
Station, the overall figure was
.89 with a .11 and .78 break-
down, while at the UA Experi-
mental Farm east of here the
figure was .79 with the divi-
sion being .08 and .71.

The 24-hour 8 to 8 morning
reading on Thursday was the
heaviest since the mid and late
summer series of storms which
visited the Valley.

However, where considerable
damage resultedg m t-be in-

(Cortinued from Page 1)
which produced flooding, wind
and electrical damage, the slow
but steady rainfall of this
storm has resulted in little or
no damage other than the halt-
ing of work on various projects
for the time being.

Principally affected are such
projects as street improvement
and paving and underground
line installation jobs.
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607 Mill Avenue

78th Year-—No. 313

'CLOSE UP — If this doesn’t look like a highway to you, yowre right. It’s a
- river. The road is several feet underneath and when not covered by water is

forc? of current as it rages beneath the arches of Tempe bridge.

i

re

FROM A DISTANCE — This is the Tempe bridge seen from about half way up
Tempe butte — doing what bridges usually do, spanning a river. Salt River
Project run-off, which reached the Tempe crossing early this morning had rach-
ed level seen in photo by 9 am. Bill Dooley photo

BIG RIVER — Seen from the west side and framed by trees at Tempe Beach,
the bridge appears to be standing above a peaceful river flowing serenely
through the countryside. Turbulence of the waters, which surge through the

bridge frim the east, subsides as channel wideny, somewhat, west of bridge. ¥
: Bill Dooley photo

26 Pages TEMPE, ARIZONA, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1965

known as the northbound lane of Mill avenue. Photo taken at water’s edge shows |

Prj;pc'auﬁanar Measure — ‘ T
rmwater Is Freed,
ds Bottomland

FACT AND FANCY — q

Flood s

~ Water runs in the Salt River but it is still in a controlled
situation. Furthermore, the ‘‘old river” has carried much,
‘much more water than is making its way downstream at the
present time. However, nothing has ever matched the rumors
and tales that have developed — with help — these past
few hours.

#* #* *

Our recommendations to bring the present situation
under. control are:

1 — Put adhesive tape over the mouths of most radio
announcers in order to halt spreading of hysterical yarns;
and

2 — Ground ‘‘for the duration” those ginks in heli-
copters buzzing up and down the Salt river course shouting
into microphones.

* * #*

Tempe police, due to radio-broadcast rumors, were kept
busy all Friday morning answering phone calls with: ‘“No,
Tempe Bridge did not wash out; no, Tempe Bridge is not
closed!”

# #* # P
Most pleasant task for the officers were the many per-
sons who volunteered any assistance they could; especially
to help house and care for dwellers from
rea who were meved out. -
SRRy
 Sightseers were a big problem. At the Tempe Sewage
Disposal Plant, where a power service line went down, utility
repair crews found it difficult to get to the trouble scene due
to gawkers. Same was true at Priest road and the river
where livestock feeders were using big ftrucks to remove
cattle. Police cleared 'em out.
# * #*
Chief of Police Worth Farley summoned one complete
shift of off-duty officers to assist with the emergency prob-

lems — particularly traffic — that had developed since

Salt river forced closing of river crossing roads.
* C o *

=\ L
t Ik

The Guadalupe Organization, the new outfit that is doing
what it can to put the Yaqui settlement on the map, has put

of strong young men and women out here willing to work and
help,” said an informant.
#* # *

Brief power outages, caused by switching to get around
trouble spots, put out traffic lights temporarily in down-
town Tempe and elsewhere, adding to the snarl. Bumper-
to-bumper traffic, north and south, has been the order on
Mill avenue. '

* # #*

Squelch gnother rumor: No respondible health agency;
state or county, has put out any warning about boiling water
due to the flood. All municipal domestic systems are in good
shape and no serious danger. Those damn radio guys again!

{cuntmuer. at the

itself on call for aid when and where needed. “We've got a lot |

False
Reports
Abound

_prowning' Victim
~Still Unidentified

Water was being released into
the lower Salt River channel
from reservoirs of the Salt Riv-
er Project today at a rate of
75,000 cubic feet per second, an
SRP spokesman said.

There will be no increase in
the flow ss there is further
rain, the spokesman said.

The flow was scheduled to
continue at the current rate for
the next 12 to 14 hours, the
spokesman said at noon today.

slacke % .‘a'«

could be
about midnig }

f ess new rain should occur
' before then.

' The rate of flow this morning
'was approximately three and
one-half times the volume flow-
ing into the river over Granite
Reef diversion dam at the period

of maximum flow last week.

Release of stored water from
| the Salt and Verde river sys-
tems was undertaken as a pre-
 cautionary measure after the
six reservoirs reached their
'maximum storage capacity
| Thursday.

Spillway gates of Roosevelt
dam were qpened at 6 p.m.
Thursday, releasing water into
the already-filled lower three
reservoirs at a rate of 40,000
cubic feet per second. Valves
and gates at Bartlett dam on
the Verde, opened earlier Thurs-
day, already were releasing 30,-
000 cubic feet per second to flow
down the Verde and over Gran-

‘Continued on Page 4)




