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0 Ye Title of Newspaper Article x |Key Words
1 April 25, 1959|Historical Highlights - Salt River Ran 8 Miles Heavy, Continued, Rain, Salt, Verde River Watersheds, Great Flood, 1891, Salt River Valley, Railroad Bridge, Salt River,
Wide Past Phoenix in 1891 Deluge Washed Out, Rainfall, Arizona Dam, Engineer Sam Davison, Telephoned, Water, Risen 16 Feet, Fire Chief Czarnowski,
General Alarm, Danger, Flood, Dam, 17 Feet, Center Street, Rufus E. Farrington, Horses Bellies, William B. Lount, Van Buren
Street, Marsha Blankenship, Variety Theater, Watery Scene, Consolidated Headgates, Maricopa and Salt River Canals,
Phoenix, Lemon Hotel, Third and Washington Streets, Row, Boat, Telegraphic Communication, Exploring Party, Tempe, Four
Mile House, Asylum, Tempe Road, Luck's School, J.C. Wright's Adobe House, Melted, Electric Light Plant, Wagon, Washed
Away, Judge Perley's, Jackson Street, Cortez Street, First Avenue, Crashing, Crumbling, Gamblers, Games, Andy Barry,
Supervisors, City Council, Relief Subscription, Saloon Men, Telegraph Poles, Col. Masten, Mail, Maricopa Junction, Two-horse
Wagon, Sheriff Montgomery, Islands
4 July 31, 1959|Pressing Problem - Board to Decide if County  [X|Salt River Valley, Only, Desert Flood Control Structure, Cave Creek Dam, Torrential Floods, 19th Avenue, Forming, Flood
Will Form Flood Control District Control District by Maricopa County, Hearing, Board of Supervisors, Phoenix, Old-timers, Old Records, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Salt and Gila Channels, Granite Reef and Gillespie Dam, 1941 Flood, Flood, Central Avenue Bridge, Queen Creek,
Chandler-Gilbert Area, Whitlow Ranch, Dam, Florence Junction, Desert Drainage Areas, Indian Bend Wash, Scottsdale, 1953,
Paradise Valley, Arizona Canal, Scottsdale Road, 19th Avenue, Flood Control Dam, Sandbagging, Homes Flooded, Drains,
Rocky Hillsides, South Mountain, Skunk Creek, New River, Agua Fria and Hassayampa, Centennial Wash, Mesa, Natural
Drainage Areas, 40th Street, Salt River
8 August 7, 1959|Flood Control Plans X|7-square-mile Area, Bridge, Black Canyon Highway, Bell Road, Dreamy Draw, 5 Feet Deep, 16th Street, Arizona Canal, Cave
Creek, Glendenning, Cave Creek Dam, 35th Avenue, Valley Application, Subdivision, Drainage Structure
6 April 2, 1963|C of C Committee Against Hospital X|Hospital Facilities Study, Dr. George Calderwood, Chamber of Commerce, Valley Community Hospital, Tempe, Balsz,
Scottsdale School Districts, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Tempe, McDowell Roads, Maricopa County General
Hospital, Papago Park, Tempe Hospital District
5 April 5, 1963]An Unneeded Hospital X|Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Election, Tax-backed, Hospital, Tempe, Balsz, Scottsdale School Districts, Mesa Area,
David C. Cox, Arizona Homeowners Association, Lutheran Hospital, Tempe Community Hospital, Maricopa County Hospital
7 April 8, 1963|CD Warning Site Checked - Locations Atop X|City, County Civil Defense Officials, Hayden Butte, Tempe's CD Warning Siren, Police Captain Frank Adams, Hascall
Hayden Butte Check Today by City, County Henshaw, George Saville, Roy Bigelow, Ralph Spurlock, Charles Page, Electrical, Radio, Salt River Project, Phoenix-Maricopa
Officials; Delivery Awaited County Headquarters, Papago Park
13 February 28, 1964|Tempe's Protests X|Maricopa County Flood Control District Project, Tempe, Levees, Salt River Channel, Low-flow Channel, Natural Channel,
Phoenix Sky Harbor Runway Extensions
9 April 1, 1964|Court Suite Seeks to Oust Supervisor Ruth X|Lawsuit, Oust, Mrs. Ruth O'Neil, Maricopa County Supervisor, District 3, Moved, Jimmy Lambertus, Coil Hughes, Third Avenue,
O'Neil - Defendant Denies Laving District 3 Wagonwheel Precinct
10 April 1, 1964|Suit Against Mrs. O'Neil is Attacked X|Lawsuit, Ruth A. O'Neil, Legal Residential Requirements, District 3 Supervisor, Jimmy Lambertus, Superior Court, Rose Lane,
Third Avenue, Central, Laurence H. Whitlow, Wagon Wheel, Barney Burns, County Manager Charles W. Miller
11 April 1, 1964|County Again Delays Flood Bond Vote X[$18.5 Million Flood Control Bond, Postponed, Originally, Fall of 1963, Federal Government, Flood Control Advisory Board, John
C. Lowry, Flood Control Engineer, County Manager Charles Miller, John Fisher, Chairman, Flood Control Board, Maxwell Dam
Project, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Central Arizona Project
12 April 1, 1964|Flood Control Fund Cut X|County Flood Control District, Tax Rate, 1963-64 Fiscal Year, Construction, Land Acquisition, District's Budget, County
Manager Charles Miller
14 December 16, 1964|Reappointed X|Louis Jurwitz, Maricopa County Flood Control Citizens Advisory Board, U.S. Weather Bureau, Sky Harbor Airport
15 December 18, 1964|County Firings Irk 2 Advisory Boards X

Two County Advisory Groups, Upset, Rough Treatment, Board of Supervisors, Firing, County Employees, Planning Director
Donald W. Hutton, Percy Smith, County Hospital Board, Twofold Annoyance, Announce Threat, Mason Thorne, Robert
Malonek, Personnel Director, George Schmeck, Administrative Analyst, Jim Leader, Planner, Supervisor Ruth O'Neil, L. Alton
(Pat) Riggs, Dr. Albert Brewer, Hospital Board Chairman, Bylaws, Ralph Watkins, Sr., Buckeye, William Skousen, Mesa,
Former County Manager Charles Miller, Dr. Arnold Tilden, Arizona State University
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July 19, 1965

Santa Fe Begins Lowering Glendale Tracks

Glendale, Lower Railroad Tracks, Grand Avenue, Glendale Avenue, Orangewood, Santa Fe Railroad, Lowering Bridgework,
Irrigation, Salt River Project, 59th Avenue, Horizontal Boring and Tunneling, Contract, Pipework, Voyle Petri, Glendale Public
Works Director, Arizona State Highway Department, Carl Merritt, Frank ller, Don Smith, Glen Gordon

July 28, 1965

County Supervisors Cut Proposed Budget by
Half-million Dollars

X

Supervisors L. Alton Riggs and Barney Burns, Axed, Half-million Dollars, Proposed County Budget, Reduce Tax Rate, Buy
Voting Machines, Raises, Federally Leased County Park Lands, Highway Department Equipment, Paradise Valley Urban Park,
Sierra Estrella Golf Course, Thunderbird Park, Tolleson Justice of the Peace Building, ADA Funds, Planning and Development
of Durango Complex

November 5, 1965

Flood Peril Seen At Hospital Site

Flood Danger, Build, Maricopa County Hospital, 35th Avenue and Durango, County Manager Joseph Herrick, Flood Plain,
Maricopa County Voters, Finance, Comprehensive Flood-control Program, Federal Government, Medicare, Papago Park State
Hospital Land, John Lowry, Chief Engineer and General Manager of County Flood Control District, Phoenix, Denver

December 15, 1965

Jack Karie Gets Flood Control Job

Jack Karie, Administrative Assistant, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Supervisor William S. Andrews, Chairman L.
Alton Riggs, Member of Board Barney Burns, Promote Bond Issue, John C. Lowry Chief Engineer and General Manager, Board
of Supervisors

January 22, 1966

Defend Exemptions - Plan Authorities See No
Inequality in Personal Property Omission

X

County Flood Control Authorities, Exemption, Personal Property, Taxation, Property Owners, Bond, Countywide Project, Law,
State Legislature, W.B. Barkley, Chairman, Citizens Committee Supporting Bond Issue, Flood Control, Salt River, Salt River
Projects, Henry S. Raymond, Col. John C. Lowry, Chief Engineer and General Manager of the Flood District

18

January 23, 1966

Control Program Costly, But so are Floods -
County Taxpayers to Decide Whether
Protection Worth Daily Cigarette Cost

X

Maricopa County, Owners, Real Property, Protection, Water, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Bond Approval, Uncle
Sam, John C. Lowry, Scottsdale, General Manager and Chief Flood Control Engineer, W.B. Barkley, Maricopa Citizens Flood
Protection Committee, Henry S. Raymond, Glendale, Thomas K. Sanford Jr., Ben Avery, Robert J. Early, Clyde Murray,
Established, 1959, State Legislatures Flood Control Act, Corps of Engineers, Soil Conservation Service, Bureau of
Reclamation, Comprehensive Flood Control Program, Adopted 1963, Board of Supervisors, Twenty-nine, Projects, Top-priority,
Bond Proposal, Build, Dikes, Dams, Channels, Conduits, Levees, Seepage Pits, Right-of-way, Maintain Structures, Deterrent,
Floods, Salt River, Phoenix, Orme Dam, Salt and Verde Rivers, Mesa, Central Arizona Project, Congress, Orme Reservoir,
CAP, Gila River, 91st Avenue, Gillespie Dam, Buckeye, Avondale, Game Conservationists, Objected, Wider Clearing, Wildlife
Habitat, Salt Cedars, Tempe Levees, Indian Bend Wash, 11 Major Floods Since 1926, Flood Hazards, Populated Areas,
Chandler, El Mirage, Gilbert, Gila Bend, Goodyear, Guadalupe, Litchfield Park, Moon Valley, Palo Verde, Paradise valley,
Peoria, Queen Creek, Surprise, Tolleson, Wickenburg, Youngtown, Elimination, Flood Plains

19

January 23, 1966

County Flood Control District - Legend Explains
Map at Right

X

Gila-Salt River Channel, Tempe Levees, Lower Indian Bend Wash, Agua Fria New River, Skunk Creek, Arizona Canal
Diversion, Dreamy Draw Dam and Channel, Shea Boulevard, Earthfill Dam, Phoenix, Squaw Peak, North Phoenix Mountain
Channel, New River Dam, Peoria, Avondale, Adobe Dam, Bell Road, Black Canyon Highway, Lower Cave Creek Dam, Cave
Buttes, Deer Valley Sunnyslope, union Hills Diversion, Moon Valley, West Phoenix Floodway, Glendale, Maryvale, Tolleson,
South Mountain, Salt River, Casandro Wash Dam, Wickenburg, Sunset and Sunny Cove Dams, Buckhorn-Mesa Structures,
Mesa, Gilbert, Higley, Williams Filed, Chandler, Pima Indian Reservation, Apache Junction, Southeaster Maricopa County,
Guadalupe and Elliot Roads, State 87, Canal Drive, Pecos Road, Buckeye, Yuma Road, Palo Verde, Gila River, 38th Street to
48th Street, Sols Wash, Hassayampa, Flying E. Wash, Powder House Wash Dam, Cave Creek Town Dike, Cave Creek, Orme
Dam, Verde-Salt Confluence, Central Arizona Project, Salt River Channelization, Cave Creek Dam, Built 1923, Queen Creek
Floodway, Gila River Indian Reservation, Harquahala Valley, Burnt Mountain, Centennial Wash, Sonoqui Structures, Santan
Mountains

20

January 23, 1966

More About - Flood Control

X

Glendale, Maryvale, Flood Control Dams, Not Designed, Permanent Lakes, No Storage Factor, 1963 Flood, Heavy Rains,
Storm Sewers, Dikes, Diversion Structures
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22 January 23, 1966|Protecting Ourselves X|Maricopa County, Massive Flood Protection System, Voters, Approve, Bonds, Federal Government, Flood Control Structures,
December Rains, Flood Protection Committee, Organized 1957, Flood Control Act 1959, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
System of Dams, Channels, Conduits, Levees, Seepage Pits, Scottsdale, Mesa, Tempe, Wickenburg, Glendale, Tolleson,
Greater Phoenix, Northern California, Denver, Minor Floods, 1926,1930, 1933, 1936, 1941, 1946, 1961, 1963, Maryvale, Water,
Four Feet Deep, W.B. Barkley, New Construction, Hundreds of Jobs
23 February 13, 1966|Formula for Flood Control Would Even Pain X]1963, 1921, 1905, 100 Years, Maricopa County Flood Control District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Soil Conservation
Computer - Estimating Damage is Tough Job Service, Average Annual Flood Damage, Maricopa County, Le Roy Ohsiek, Assistant General Manager of the Flood Control
District, Five Phase Program, Construct, Dams, Channels, Levees, Regulate Floods, Salt River, Valley Areas, Col. John C.
Lowry, Chief Engineer and General Manager of the District,
24 February 13, 1966|Andrews Drops Bombshell - Supervisor Scuttles | X|Williams S. Andrews, Maricopa County Supervisor, District 3, Present Conditions Not Vote, New County General Hospital,
24th St. County Hospital Site Adjacent, State Hospital, 24th Street and Roosevelt, Mrs. Ruth O'Neil Resigned, Arizona Supreme Court, Support, Valley
Doctors, Supervisor B.W. Burns, Authorized in 1961, Build New Hospital, L. Alton Riggs Chairman of the Board of Supervisors,
Papago Park, Gov. Goddard, Glendale, Maricopa County
25 December 5, 1966|Andrews to Become Youngest Supervisor Chief | X|William S. Andrews, Chairman, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, L. Alton Riggs, B.W. Burns, Mrs. Ruth O'Neil
26 March 9, 1967|Hugh Nichols and His Bird of Paradise - Deer | X|(Story related to Background, Family and Hobbies of Hugh Nichols), Farm, Gilbert, Salt River Valley, Chairman of Maricopa
Play, Hens Lay Blue Eggs County Planning and Zoning Commission, Director, East Maricopa County Soil Conservation District,
27 June 1, 1968|Meeting of Flood Control Committee (From X|Committee of Flood Control, Tucson, Flood Control, Flood Plain Management, Flood Control Studies, Project Planning, Study
ASCE Newsletter) Guidelines, Flood Control Measures, Alternative Measures, Basic Functional Plans for Flood Control, Hydrologic Engineering,
Water Resources Project, Hydraulic Structures, Reservoir Operation, Management, maintenance, Downstream Channels,
Flood Control Data, Promotion, Papers, Seminars, Publications, Conference participation, Task Committee, Adequacy of
Spillways for Existing Dams, Design Flood Criteria
28 June 25, 1968|Water Commissioner Has Nothing to Do X|Thornton Jones, 85 Years Old, Water Commissioner, Maricopa County, Since 1948, Determine, Water Available, Salt and
Verde Rivers, Irrigation, Various Canals, Valley, Automation, Job, Existence, 1890s, Ken Decree Water Rights in 1910, Federal
Government, Salt River Project, County Court Building, Complaint, Maricopa County Superior Court, Violation, Settle Disputes,
Water Rights of Lands, Canal and Irrigation Companies, Salt River, Gila, Buckeye Irrigation Co., Flood of 1965-66
29 November 19, 1969|Hospital Planning Cutback if Denied X|Maricopa County, New Public Hospital, Hospital Bond Issue, 1961, County Manager Joseph C. Herrick, Hospital
Director John P. Garrison, Administrator Ray Bolinger, Tempe Donated Site, Hayden Plaza East, Durango Street
at 35th Avenue, World War Il, Arizona Cancer Society, Cancer Research
30 December 8, 1972|Flood Control Means Research, Planning X|(This Article is for San Diego County) Development in the 100-year Flood Plains, Delineating Exact Boundaries, 10-Year
Floodways, 100-Year Storm, Worst Storm
31 January 19, 1973|County Rejects Proposal for Flood Panel X|Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Citizens Flood Control Committee, Rejected, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, County Manager Charles Miller, Henry Haws, Chairman, Board of Supervisors, Maricopa County
Association of Governments, Chamber of Commerce, Arizona Legislature
32 February 6, 1973|Supervisors to Expand Flood Board X|Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Expand, County Flood-control Advisory Group,
Maricopa County Flood Control Board, Supervisors Chairman Henry H. Haws, Railroads, Utilities, Sierra Club, Landscape
Architects, League of Women Voters
33 February 8, 1973|County to Up Flood Panel X|Henry Haws, Chairman Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Flood Control Advisory Group, Expanded, Various Interest
Groups, Request, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Utilities, Railroads, Sierra Club, Landscape Architects, League of Women
Voters
34 February 13, 1973|Maricopa Flood Advisory Board Expansion X

Seen

Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Request, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Encompass, More Interests, Maricopa County
Flood Control Board, Supervisor Chairman Henry H. Haws, Railroads, Utilities, Sierra Club, Landscape Architects, League of
Women Voters
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May 8, 1973

County Sets Budget Hike Limitation

>

Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Budget Increase, County Manager Charles W. Miller, Board Chairman Henry Haws,
Deferred, Purchase of Land, Jefferson Street, Madison Street, Fourth and Sixth Avenues, Sixth and Seventh Avenues,
Supervisors, Bob Corbin, Eldon Rudd

May 15, 1973

Records Indicate a Lag in Flood Control Work

Maricopa County Flood Control District, Salaries, Right-of-way, Maintenance and Improvements, Existing Structures, Budgets,
Col. John C. Lowry, District Chief Engineer and General Manager, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tax, Taxpayers, County
Board of Supervisors, Chairman Henry Haws, Cave Buttes Dam, Deer valley, Union Hills Channel, Union Hills Drive, Seventh
Street and 43rs Avenue, Dreamy Draw Dam, Dunlap and 24th Street, Indian Bend Wash, East of Hayden, Indian Bend Road
and Salt River, Roosevelt Water Conservation District, Southwest phoenix, Salt to Gila River, Skunk Creek Channel, Beardsley
to Cactus Road, Buck-Horn Mesa, U.S. 60-70-80-89, Bush Highway, Tomahawk Drive, Apache Junction, Pinal County,
McMicken - White Tank Dams, Powerline, Vineyard and Rittenhouse dams, Powerline Floodway, Arizona Project Canal,
Wickenburg, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Soil Conservation Service, Bureau of Reclamation

38

May 15, 1973

Flood District Chief Sought

Maricopa County Officials, Replacement, Col. John Lowry, Maricopa County Flood Control District, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Criticized, Leadership, Indian Bend Wash, Lee Oshek

39

May 16, 1973

Col. Lowry Successor Being Sought

Col. John Lowry, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Deputy County Manager John J. Peattie, Board of Supervisors,
Maricopa County, Highway Department, Robert Kron Created 1959

40

May 16, 1973

Lowry Plans Retirement

Col. John Lowry, Maricopa County Flood Director, Deputy County Manager J. J. Peattie, Headed, Since Founding 1960

41

June 14, 1973

Engineer Offered Flood Control Job

New York Management Consultant, Col. John Lowry, Maricopa County Flood Control District, County Board of Supervisors,
John E. Glab, Army Corps of Engineers

42

June 26, 1973

Retired Army Engineer Named Flood District
Head

Col. Herbert P. Donald, Paradise Valley, Maricopa County Flood Control District, County Board of Supervisors, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Col. John C. Lowry, Henry Haws, Chairman of the Board of Supervisors, Flood Control Planning,
Construction, Operations, Washington State, New Mexico, Missouri, Texas

44

October 1, 1973

Sam Tucker, City Engineer, Resigns

Sam Tucker, Phoenix City Engineer, Resignation, Benham Engineering Co., U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Public Works
Director Fred Glendening, City Manager Samuel Vickers

44

October 1, 1973

County Picks Financial Consultant

Refsnme, Ely, Beck and Co., Maricopa County Financial Consultant, Gust, Rosenfeld and Divelbess, Bond Counsel

43

December 6, 1973

Dinner Set to Honor Col. Lowry

Testimonial Dinner, Col. John C. Lowry, Retiring, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Army Corps of Engineers

43

January 4, 1974

New Chief of Flood Unit Named

Col. Herbert P. Donald, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Col. John C. Lowry, U.S. Army

49

November 24, 1986

William P. Reilly Dies; Co-founded Phoenix 40

William P. Reilly, Chairman, Arizona Public Service Co., Founder, Phoenix 40, "Big We", Governors Wesley Bolin and Bruce
Babbitt, Founded, Phoenix Ronald McDonald House, Keith Turley, APS, A.J. Jack Pfister, Chairman, Salt River Project, Donald
Shoropshire, Tucson

50

12/20/197?7?

Flood Havoc on New River

Indian School Road, Agua Fria, Confluence, Agua Fria and New River, Jack Rayner's Ditches, Record Flood, Dec. 19, Farm
and Other Damage, Federal Disaster Aid, Emergency Repair Program, Agua Fria and New River Soil Conservation Districts,
Maricopa County ACP Committee, State Disaster Board, Chairman Norbert Abel, Talmadge Barney, Ralph Baskett, Jim Ferrin,
Phoenix Work Unit, Soil Conservation Service, New River, Dec. 20, Many Acers, Farmland, Citrus Grove, Deep Under Water,
Piles of Debris, Gully, Topsoil Washed Away, New River, Channel Clearing, Jerry Baldwin, Bob Fletcher, Art Bodine, Bob
Tyson, SCD Boards, Newell Kring, H.S. Raymond, Jess Watt, Karl Able, Cal Sutton, Thayer Collier, Glenn Smith Robert Tyson,
Havock, One Big Flood, Lonesome Desert Arroyo, Special Program, Permanent Flood-control Works, Litchfield Park, Jan. 11,
Sun City, Avondale, Peoria, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Corps of Army Engineers, New River Channel

51

12/20/19?7?

Campaign Starts for Flood Control on New
River and Lower Agua Fria

Floods, New River, Lower Agua Fria, Flood of Dec. 19-20, Campaign, Special Program, Permanent Control Works, Litchfield
Park, Jan. 11, Channel Clearing, Straightening, Dikes, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Corps of Army Engineers, Glen
Smith, New River Soil Conservation District Board, of Supervisors, SCD, Sun City, Avondale, Litchfield Park, Peoria, Bradshaw
Mountains, Beardsley's Project, Carl Pleasant Dam, McMicken Dam, White Tanks, Indian School Road, Gila

35

Undated 01, 1973

County Names New Man to Flood Control
Board

Herbert P. Donald, Paradise Valley, Assistant Engineer of the Maricopa County Flood Control District, Board of Supervisors,
Henry H. Haws Board Chairman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Col. John C. Lowry, Retire
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52 Undated 1, 19??|County Engineer's Job All-consuming Hobby X|P.F. Glendening, Maricopa County Engineer, Flood Waters, Heavy Storms, Wash Out, County's Highways, Construction, U.S.
60 Between Globe and Show Low, Marana Air Base, Pima County, Maricopa County Superintendent of Streets, Flood Control
Measures, Maricopa County Flood Control Agency Newly Created Maricopa County Flood Control District, Heavy Rains, Salt
River Channel, 1891

45 Undated 1, 1973|Ranger Notes - Geology of Superstitions X|Superstition Mountains, Metamorphic Rock Cambrian Age, Pre-Cambrian, Four Peaks, Tertiary Period, Volcanic Action, Molten
Rock, Magma, Earth's Crust, Lava, Vents, Eroded Away, Weaver's Needle

45 Undated 1, 1973|Flood Control Study Set X|County Supervisors, Proposed $135 Million Flood-control Project, County Manage Charles W. Miller, Bond Issue, County Flood
Control Advisory Board

46 Undated 1, 1973|B.W. Barney Picture X|B.W. Barney, Sworn In, Chairman of the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, L. Alton (Pat) Riggs

48 Undated 1, 1982|County Oks Shift of Worker to Flood-plain Staff -|X|Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Transfer, One Person, Flood-plain Regulation, Department of Planning and

More Personnel Denied Unless Need is Shown Development, Flood Control District, District Director Dan Sagramoso, Document Need, Supervisor Hawley Atkinson, Flood-

plain Variances, Joe Duke, Deputy County Attorney, Blatant Violations, Supervisor Fred Koory Jr., Level of Enforcement, Acting
Finance Director Ray O. Smith, Parks and Recreation Department, Parks Commission, Board Chairman George Campbell,
Office of Management and Budget

47 Undated 1, 1986|Workers Angry Over Salary Raises for County [X

Staff

Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Budget Increase, County Workers, Limiting Pay Increases, Approving
Salary, Increases, Board's Personal Staff, County Manager Bob Mauney, Rising Costs, Dwindling Income,
Freeze, New Personnel, County Finance Department, Adult Probation, Materials Management, Long Term Care,
Sheriff's Office, Highway Department, County Manager's Office, County Attorney's Office, Juvenile Court Center,
Superior Court
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

\residence of Rufus E. Farrington
—had reached the horses’ bellies

Sy Agd- continued rain. fof and was rapidly rising. :

several days on the Salt and| “AT 10 AM. the town ditch
|Verde River watersheds broughtoverflowed on William B. Lount’s
about the great flood of 1891, piace on Van Buren Street. Mar-
|which caused destruction through spal Blankenship tore down the
‘much of the Salt River Valley. dam that makes the falls at the
‘ ; 3 oo 01d swimming bath on Center
While the flood /Street, opposite the Variety Thea-
]re'm‘tt:@ld, not. itre. A throng of curious people
reach here until ' climbed the courthouse stairs all
Feb. 20, the rail- day to view the watery scene from
:}f:adsgll':d%v‘;‘;er \that high tower. The water was

e ver—

By JAMES M. BARNEY
Phoenix Historian

Salt River Ran 8 Miles Wide
Past Phoenix In 1891 Deluge

seen creeping from the consoli-
B Sy tated headgates of the Maricopa
bridge crossing ; Slens

¥

and Salt River canals toward the
asylum. At one point the Salt
River was eight miles wide. It
extended into Phoenix as far as
the Lemon Hotel (on the south-
east corner of Third and Wash-
ington Streets) and from that

point “1e could row a boat as far
east as he could see,

“Telegraphic  communication
with the outside world gave'out
early in the morning. It was sup-
posed that the railroad bridge
had followed the flood as did the

The Phoenix Gazette

'|Outgoing passengers were notified

in trying to save Judge Perley’s
house-hold goods.” ¢

tinued to grow in volume until

last evening that trains would not
venture out today on account of
the high water. An exploring
party attempted to reach Tempe

but some miles east of town
abandoned the effort as useless.

“The flood spread all around
the Four Mile House and crept
steadily toward the asylum.
Bridges over all of the canals
were swept away on the Tempe
Road. Luck’s school—three miles
east—had four feet of water in
it. J. C. Wright’s adobe house
melted away. On the south side
the electric light plant was flood-
ed. A wagon was washed away

FEB. 20, 1891—"“The flood con-

bridge in the flood of last year.

the Salt River—§
was washed out g
on Feb. 18, and
left Phoenix SEsis
without railrgad =~ BARNEY,
connections with the outside world
for three months. During that
time ‘many needed commodities
became scarce here.

THE FOLLOWING newspaper
excerpts relating to the flood of
1891 give a clear idea of its scope
and magnitude: :

Feb, 18, 1891—“For 12 hours—
to 6 a.m. this morning—the rain-
fall at the Arizona dam was 1.28
inches. Salt River there rose one
foot six inches up to 4 a.m. today,
and two hours later showed a
total rise of four feet six inches.
No danger, however, is antici-
pated by the canal authorities, al-
though the volume of water flow-
ing through has increased con-
'siderable. At 11 ‘a.m. another
|foot rise was telephoned down to
the officer of the canal.” $
| Feb. 19, 1891—“At one o'clock
this morning Engineer Sam —l?aw-
son telephoned from the Arizona
station that the water had risen
16 feet. Fire Chief Czarnowski
sounded a general alarm and
riders were sent south of town
“|between 3 and 4 o'clock to warn
people of the possible danger of
a flood. At 7:30 a.m. the rise of
the water at the dam was re-
ported to be 17 feet. When morn-
ing dawned a deep murmur as
of the sea could be heard in town.
At 10 o’clock the flood had near-
ly covered the race track at the
fair grounds. The water on Cen-
ter Street—half a mile above the|

e

< S ——— e i+ =

3 A -

e

8:30 last night. Striking Jackson
Street, it then ran westerly on

able bodied man in assisting in
the work incident to the flood.
At eight o’clock this morning the
water at the Arizona Dam was 3
reported to have fallen ten feet.|28S Of all kinds for Telppe.
Several - applications for relief| Everything at the offce awaiting
were responded to by Under-sher-

sors nor the city coun-
d authorized the same, but
deflected it southward, Crowds|D€cessity compelled such action,

A relief subscription was circu-
lated among the saloon men and
gamblers exclusively. And up to
noon today about $400 had been
subscribed. The

be the bridge at

1 ; Tem, , 2 mile of track on this
rapid succession as fast as the side of the river has gone andi

undermining current could get at|it carried the felegraph poles
them. Eleven falling residences along.”
were counted in an hour ahout «
sunset. The gamblers closed| YEB: 21, 1891—“Col. Masten,

their games at 6 p.m. and will not|having the contract for the de-
resume them until there

two-horse wagon to the post-office
this morning and loaded it with
outbound letters, papers and pack-

transmission was forwarded,

iff Andy Barry today. Neither

=

“Sheriff _Montgomery's  resi.

—SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 1959

'dence south of town was among .
the places set on islands by the
Salt River's big head this week.

\ The f imily moved out and aban-
doned ‘everything — government
bonds and all—except a little can-

ary bird. Mrs. Montgomery clung
to her singer’s cage but left th
rest to Providence.”




&

Flood Pe

Possible flood danger would
make it inadvisable to build a
new Maricopa County hospital
on the site of the present hos-
pital at 35th Avenue and Dur-
ango, County Manager Joseph
Herrick said today.

There has been no official
consideration of the site for the
new hospital, Herrick said, but
‘“a few people, apparently not
aware of the proximity of the
site to a flood plain, have sug-
gested the new hospital be built
there.”

MORE THAN $10 million
“could very well go down the
drain” in event the site was
chosen, Herrick warned.

“The present county hospital
is on the very edge of an es-
tablished flood plain,” the coun-
ty manager said.

Herrick also said the hazards
of building permanent struc-
tures on the county-owned
property are pointed up in edu-
cational material being prepar-
ed to acquaint Maricopa Coun-
ty voters with a $22.6 million
countywide bond election set
for Feb. 8.

THE PROPOSED funds
would finance the county’s
share of a comprehensive
flood-control program, which
would cost a total of $115 mil-
liofi= e

The remainder of the cost
would be paid by the federal
government.

Herrick said plans for the
new county hospital are being
revised by architects better to
fit the needs of the county’s in-
digent sick after federally spon-
sored Medicare goes into effect
next July 1.

THE PLANS, which call for a
seven-story structure to be built
Mﬁﬁ, eeln

ril Seen

At Hospital Site

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 5, 1965

!

on Papago Park state hospital .‘

land at 24th Street and Roose-
velt, will have to be changed
“‘completely,” the county man-
ager said. Herrick said he and
John Lowry, chief engineer and
general manager of the county
flood control district, gained
valuable knowledge concerning
lack of flood controls during a
visit to Denver.

““‘Authorities say that potential
and actual flood problems in
Phoenix and Denver are very
similar,” Herrick said, “Denver
officials tried and failed in 1951
to get approval of a flood-con-

trol bond issue. That same year,
the city was hit by unprecedent-
ed flood waters, which left a
total damage of about $340 mil-
lion.”
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Gets Floo
 Control Job

Jack Karie, 47-year-old for-
mer Phoenix newspaperman, to-|
day was named to a newly cre-
ated position as administrative
assistant in the Maricopa Coun-
ty Flood Control District at an
annual salary $8,632.

Karie, of 4040 E. Avalon
Drive, was hired on the recom-
mendation of Supervisor Wil-
lliam S, Andrews and was ap-
| proved by Chairman L. Alton
Riggs. Third member of board,
Barney Burns, was not present.

| Karie’s duties were: not
spelled out, but it was indicated|
|that his immediate job will be
| to help promote a proposed $22.6
| million county flood control dis-|
[trict bond issue.

John C. Lowry, chief engineer
and general manager, and other
[flood control district officials
were discussing the bond issue
proposal today with members
of the board of supervisors.
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An Unneeded Hospital

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors has un-
der advisement a request to call an election on forma-
tion of a tax-backed hospital district embracing, in the
main, the Tempe, Balsz, and Scottsdale school districts.
At a hearing held Wednesday the supervisors delayed a
decision on the election.

Although this is not primarily of concern to Mesa,
as none of the district’s tax levies, if any, would fall on
property in the immediate Mesa area, Mesans do have
a concern in regard to the project because of the ef-
fect the proposed hospital might have on hospitals here,
in Tempe, and Scottsdale.

At the hearing Wednesday some facts on hospitals
in the tri-city area were presented to the supervisors by
David C. Cox, president of the Arizona Homeowners As-
sociation.

#In summary the figures showed that there are al-
ready 352 hospital beds available, not counting the 160
beds that Lutheran Hospital here will add to the total
when it opens soon, an eight-bed addition scheduled by
Tempe Community hospital, and proposed other expan-
sions, dependent upon whether or not there is a need,
of 193 beds in existing hospitals. In addition, one hos-
pital, according to Cox has ample acreage for expansion
to 1000 beds if the need develops.

Hospitals must operate at about 60 percent capacity
or higher to break even. Some of the hospitals in the
area are already having trouble maintaining that fig-
ure and addition of Lutheran Hospital here and enlarge-
ment of others can more than absorb any increases in
the patient load for several years to come.

It is not that the area proposed for the hospital dis-
trict is lacking in hospital facilities. No home in the pro-
posed district is more than a few minutes away from
an existing hospital. In addition, the new Maricopa

|
|
|

County Hospital, which will be a large-scale institution, |
has been proposed for a site within the proposed district. |

Its beds are not included in the above figures.

6 The supervisors would do well to reject the proposal
for the hospital district election. Privately financed in-
stitutions are already doing a splendid job in the same
area. The proposed tax-backed institution could send
patient load averages into a nosedive and produce
serious financial difficulties for some of the existing
hospitals. LR :

{
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Against Hospital

The Hospital Facilities Study
Committee, named by Dr.
George Calderwood, president

1

I

| of the Chamber of Commerce,
Tuesdav unanimously opposed

| support of the proposed Valley

Community hospital to serve
the Tempe, Scottsdale and Balsz
school districts.

At a spacial and final meet-
ing early Tuesday, the commit-
tee voted to appear before the
Maricopa County Board of Su-

penlsms hearing at 10 a.m.,

CD'W

City and county Civil Defense
officials Monday surveyed
Hayden Butte sites for future
installation of Tempe's CD
warning siren.

Delivery is due later in the
month.

Police Captain Frank Adams,
city CD deputy director, led
the inspection party. Included
were Hasecall Henshaw, chair-
man of the CD advisory com-
- mittee; George Saville, admin-
istrative assistant to the city
manager; Roy Bigelow, county
CD communications; Ralph
Spurlock, engineer, and Charles
Page, electrical and radio, both
county.

Captain Adams said two pos-
sible sites were checked and
that the preferred location
would be in a joint-use ar-
rangement with Salt River Pro-
ject which has communications
facilities atop the butte. The
Project was to be contacted.
Another location was to the
west end of the butte.

Property in the higher areas
of the butte is owned by the
city.

Adams said the siren set-up,
which weighs about 1,100
pounds, would be transported
by motor vehicle as far as pos-
sible and then moved to the in-
stallation point with pack ani-

NEwAT
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Site Checked

Locations Atop Hayden Butte Checked Today
By City, County Officials; Delivery Awaited

Wednesday, and urge the Su-
pervisors reject a vote on the
tax district.

The resolution reads:

“The Chamber of Commerce
of Tempe believes the citizens
of Tempe would be better serv-
ed by hospital facilities devel-
oped by them and maintained
under their jurisdiction. There-
fore, we respectfully urge the
Board of County Supervisors
to decide against the holding of

mals. It would be necessary tol
break-down the equipment into |
units of 150 to 200 pounds for
this latter part of the haul.
Following the local inspection,
all in the CD party visited the
Phoenix - Maricopa County

headquarters in Papago Park.

an election for the purpose of
deciding whether or not the
proposed hospital district
should be formed.”

The Valley Community hos-
pital, if approved and built,
would go on a site near Mc-
Dowell roads, in the Scottsdale
area, or it could possibly be
placed in the vicinity of the
suggested Maricopa County
General hospital site in Papago
Park.

In lieu of the present pro-
posal, the facilities group comes
up with an alternative — later
— that a Tempe hospital dis-
trict should be set up to serve
this area. They came to the
conclusion that the city would
forever be without facilities un
less this approach was taker%
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a 7-square-mile area, filled the bridge that carri it under the
Black Canyon Highway north of Bell Road, and overflowed the
highway.”

*He reported that Dreamy Draw ran 5 feet deep under 16th Street
just north of the Arizona Canal.

All of this water, plus other smaller washes and Cave Creek,
itself, piled up behind the Arizona Canal and broke over into it.

GLENDENNING pointed out that there"are 75 square miles of
area unprotected by Cave Creek Dam that can dump floodwater
against the Arizona Canal east of 35th Avenue, He described this
area as one of the most critical in the Valley.

“And right now we have an application for a subdivision right
where we would have to run a drainage struct e,” he said.
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Court Suit Seeks to Ous
Superwsor Ruth O’Nei
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" Mrs. O'Neil
Is Attacked

A lawsuit contending that
Ruth A. O’Neil does not meet le-
gal residential requirements as
District 3 supervisor was brand-
ed by her attorney today as
“ridiculous.”

Jimmy Lambertus of 3307 N.
63rd Ave. filed the action yes-
terday in superior court. He
contends that Mrs. O’Neil’s sale
of her former home at 138 W.
Rose Lane and the purchase of
a home at 7009 N. Third Ave.

- last January disqualifies her as

a legal resident of the district

she represents.

Mrs. O’Neil told The Gazefte
that she has maintained a legal
residence in her district since
she purchased the smaller resi-
dence on Third Avenue.

“I have lived in an apartment
at 6350 N. Central since the
sale of my former home,” she
said. “Although it meant the}
extra "~ expense of supporting|
two households temporarily, I
wanted to avoid any question as
to the status of my legal resi-
dence.”

Mrs. O’'Neil and her attorney,
Laurence H. Whitlow, said the
entire matter was discussed be-
forehand with the other two su-
pervisors. They said it was
agreed that three precinets, in-
cluding Wagon Wheel in which
her new home is Tocated, would
be returned to her district
April 7.

‘The three precincts were for-
merly part of Mrs. O'Neil’s
district. Two years ago they
were added to District 2, which
Is represented by Barmney
Burns. County Manager Charles
W. Miller and Burns said today

'gthat the redistricting change’

was scheduled. for approval
§Monday by the supervisors.

;\

Defendant Demes

Leavin g District 3

A LAWSUIT attempting to oust Mrs, Ruth A. O’Nei!l
a.s Maricopa Coumy supervisor from District 3 was
filed yesterday in Superior Court.

The suit contends that Mrs. 0Ne1l moved eut‘side
her district March 1 in violation of state law which

requires supervisors to reside in the district from Whmh
they are elected.

Mrs. O’Neil denied she has moved out of the dlstrgct,
|although she has bought a house outside the dlstrmt
at 7009 N. Third Ave.

“I have been living in an
apartment within my district
since early January when I \

moved out of my former home
at 138 W. Rose Lane,” she said.
“I will continue
to live there un-
til April 7 when
the county is re-
districted and
the new house
will be in Dis-
trict 3.”

THE STATE
l a w requires
tha dt1 supervi-
sory districts be N
equalized every Mrs. O’Neil
two years according to popula-
tion and assessed valuation.

The suit was filed by Jimmy
Lambertus, 3307 N. 63rd Ave.,
a resident of District 3.

“This is a moral issue with|
Mr. Lambertus,” said his attor-|
ney, Coit Hughes. “It’s a ques-
tion of ethics and mtegnty otf
public officials.”

Mrs. O’Neil said her dauvhter
Carolyn, 21, has resided at the
Third Avenue house with four
younger O'Neil children.

“I BOUGHT the house with
- {full knowledge that it was out-|
side my district,” Mrs. O’Neil
said. “At the time, I had the
y|matter thoroughly checked with
attorneys, I consider my house
on Third Avenue a fine invest-
“lment for my childreh in the
future. I can own property any-|
|where in the county as long as| l
I live in my district.”

; Mrs. O’Neil said she expects.:
|to take Wagonwheel Precinet
|(ineluding her new house) into
District 3 next Monday when
|the supervisors redistrict.

The redistricting will be dis-
cussed today at an informalll
meeting of the hoard of super-
visors. Several other precinets|'
are expected to be shifted.

—

S = Y=gy

—— — —




—

wd o

trol bond issue tentatively
_|scheduled earlier by the county

 |supervisors will have put off

—

-

<

rpecte‘d to make the postpone-f
1

|which is under way, a sp_q}(es-:

|moving the county from the
Maxwell Dam project. :

‘|Central Arizona Project, ac-
‘|cording to plans.

|wise would be charged to the
“|county, he said, %

.|flood control program unani-

Delays Flood

4 B(md Vote
By STERLING RIDGE

AN $18.5 MILLION flood con-|”

o

supervisors for this year has
been postponed until at least
next January, The Arizona Re-
public learned yesterday.

The postponement marks the
second time in two years the

o S —p—gy

calling the bond election. It was
originally planned for the fall|,
'of 1963. ' ]

The Republic also learned yes-
terday that the county’s esti-
mated share of the flood control
costs has been slashed from $25
million to $18.5 million.

THE COST OF the over-all
program has been whittled from
$115 to $105 million. The federal
government will pay the bulk of
the cost.

The supervisors are not ex-

=

— o~

ment official until the proposal
has been presented to the Flood
Control Advisory Board for
study and recommendations.

However, The Republic learn-|'
ed, John C. Lowry, flood con-|,
trol engineer, was advised ofl;
the dglﬁy by County Manager
Charles Miller. 1
Principal reason for delay-
ing the election is to permit a
reappraisal of project costs,

-~ o~

mon for the supervisors re-|
vealed.

IN A LETTER f[rom John
Fisher, chairman of the flood
control board, the supervisors
were fold of the reduced costs
of the program.

The county’s share of the
costs were cut, Fisher said, by
acquisition of right of way
through state-and Indian lands
at little or no cost and by re-

o il

b -t

~

' Maxwell Dam will be built by
the U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion as an integral part of the

Central Arizona Project ca-|
nals are also expected to pro-
vide flood protection that other-

Supervisors approved' the|
mously Nov. 20, 1963, and ten-

P~ ot O

tatively set a bond election for
&

lood
'Control
Fund Cut

A proposal to increase the coun-
ty flood control district’s tax rate
by 150 per cent has been rejected
by the county board of supervis-
ors, and the district’s proposed
budget for the coming year has
been slashed more than one-third,

As directors of the flood control
district, the supervisors yesterday
reduced the proposed budget of
$574,578 to $380,420. Earlier, they
turned down a request from the

ood control advisory board to

the district tax rate from 2
5 cents per $100 of assessed|
valuation, i

|

To conform with the county’s

announced austerity progrom for

the 1963-64 fiscal year, the advis-

ory board will reduce its flood

control construction and land ac-
quisition programs,

Under the 2-cent tax rate, the
district property tax levy will pro-
duce an estimated $132,420. The
balance needed to meet the dis-
trict’s budget of $380,420 will be
drawn from a surplus of $248,000
from the 1962-63 budget. County
manager Charles Miller said the
surplus resulted from a slow-down
in the district’s acquisition of land
for flood control rights-of-way.

\

Tempe’s protests in regard to
the Maricopa County Flood |
Control District project have |
been apparently ignored and a |
resolution was passed — for j‘

~~extensive distribution — call- |
ing this fact to attention of of-
ficials. Tempe offered to with-
draw complaints against plan if
certain priorities were follow-
ed but nothing was done. Major
worry is the fact no levees will |
be built in and through Tempe |
to handle water (if and ‘when)
put into Salt River channel. !
Terms of the low-flow chan-
nel were not met. This city has'
always rightfully maintained
the natural channel should be
first considered; that it oppos-
ed major alteration to the south
_for benefit of Phoenix Sky
Harbor runway extensions —
into more of Tempe.
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WEDN ‘DAY, DECEMBER 16

REAPPOINTED
Louis Jurwitz of 2448 E. Belle-
view has been appointed to
a second five-year term on |
the Maricopa County Flood
Control Citizens  Advisory
Board. He is in charge of
U.S. Weather Bureau at Sky
Harbor Airport.
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e County Firings Irk
2 Advisory Boards

“Two county citizens’ advisory groups, unset by what they con-
sider rough treatment at the hands of the board of supervisors,
yesterday called for meetings with the board “to clear the air.”

In both cases, the source of irritation was the firing of four

county employes and a threat to

The county planning and zon-
ing commission, in a morning
meeting, expressed regret over
the dismissal of Planning Di-
rector Donald W. Hutton.

It also moved that Percy
Smith, the commission chair-
man, arrange a meeting with
the board in an effort to find
an area of cooperation between
the two groups.

ORIGINALLY the motion re-
quested that Smith arrange a
““congenial” meeting, but this
was later stricken.

The county hospital board of
directors had a twofold annoy-
ance with the supervisors at
their meeting. The first matter
was the supervisers’ announced
threat to fire hospital house-
keeper Mason Thorne without
consulting the hospital adminis-
tration.

The effort to dismiss Thorne
has since been abandoned by
the board of supervisors. The
other four employes, Hutton,
Robert Malonek, personnel di-
rector; George Schmeck, ad-
ministrative analyst, and Jim
Leader, planner, were fired by
a vote of supervisors Ruth A.
O’Neil and L. Alton (Pat) Riggs,
the two Democrats on the
board.

THE SECOND matter irritat-
ing the hospital board was ap-
pointment by the supervisors of
two hospital board members.

Dr. Albert Brewer, hospital
board chairman, said the by-
laws of his organization pro-
vided that new members ap-
pointed by the supervisors must
come on the recommendation of
the hospital board.

It was not done in this case,
he charged.

THE NEW appointments were
Ralph Watkins Sr. of Buckeye
and William Skousen of Mesa.

A recommendation by the hos-
pital board that former County
Manager Charles W. Miller be
appointed to one of the posi-
tions was ignored.

Skousen attended yesterday’s
hospital meeting. However, he
was informed that the man he
~was replacing, Dr. Arnold Til-

fire a fifth.

den of Arizona State University,
was not yet officially off the
board.

A MOTION was made by the
board that Dr. Brewer arrange
a meeting with the board of su-
pervisors for an exchange of
views concerning the two ap-
pointments and the threatened
firing of Thorne.

“This is not the first time the|
supervisors have breached an
oral commitment they have had
with us,” one board member
said. “I believe we must have
an agreement in writing. Then
they would be more apt to fol-
low it.

“We would like to be assured
for one thing, that the people
working at the hospital are
hired and fired on their merits,”
he said.

THE CONSENSUS of the hos
pital board was that while they
did not object to either of the
two men appointed, the methoc
by which the appointments were
made was objectionable. -

The planning and zoning com-
mission commended Hutton for
“invaluable service” rendered
to the county during the past
eight years.

Five commission members
appeared before the supervisors
10 days ago in an unsuccessful
attempt to persuade them to re-
consider Hutton’s discharge.

“PUBLIC confidence in both
the commission and the plan:
ning and zoning department
was shaken up by the firing,”
a commission member said.

“We have been ignored anc
rudely treated by the board of
supervisors, and I think a meet-
ing is needed to ease a lot of
bad feelings,” he said. “We
have devoted a considerable
amount of our own time to this
work, and I think we are due
that much consideration.”

The commission resolution
lauded Hutton for being of the
“highest moral standards and
endowed with intellectual and
technical ability, integrity, lead-
ership and honest devotion fo
duty.”




DALE — Preliminary
to lower the railroad
Tunning parallel to
Avenue from Glendale
( > mile north to

two feet to allow
crossing, is pre-
- the widening of
‘Avenue through this

is the lowering
'k for the Salt
lateral and oth-
tile under the

Iiol’imnt@l Bormg and Tun-
ling holds the contract for

Voyle Petn Glendale pub-
lic works direct ., said the
~ project marks fruition of
ﬂorh/whlch began two years
Ago by mfa Fe and

70N &ate Highway Dept.

‘ ‘54 V&

S Loweringf(;léndale Tracks

ent depot and building a sta-
tion at a new location, and
eventual relocation of
switching yards.

“LOWERING OF THE Carl Merritt, assistant engi-
tracks will help the city ex- neer for Santa Fe, said the
pand both east and west,” railroad’s plans for Glendale

the
Petri said. mclude demolishing the pres- .

Republic Photo by Thelma Heatwale
GO SIGNAL — In a huddle over plans to lower the Santa Fe railroad tracks
in Glendale are, standing from left, railroad officials Frank Iler, assistant
general foreman; Carl Merritt, assistant engineer; and Don Smith, owner Pt
of Horizonta Boring and Tunnelmg Co. Kneeling, from left, are Glen Gor-
don, constructnon foreman, and Voyle Petrl Glendale pubhc works director.
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County Supervisors ﬁﬁ?ﬁposed
Budget By Half- Million Dollars

Supervisors L. Alton Riggs and
Barney Burns last week axed
half a million dollars from the
proposed county budget in order
to reduce the county tax rate by
four cents.

Board Chairman Riggs report-
ed, “We've agreed to a total of
$503,170 in cuts right now and
may go even further.”

Riggs said the cuts will not

jeopardize the operations of any
department. He said the county
will still be able to buy 200 vot-
ing machines and to provide
$500,000 in pay raises to county
employees.

Trimmed from the budget in
order to reduce the present $1.59
tax rate to $1.55 for 1965-66 were:

$185,000 in public land acquisi-
tion to purchase federally leased
county park lands;

$200,000 in new highway de-
partment equipment;

$77,500 in public works monies
for parks including a $30,000 well
in Paradise Valley Urban Park,
a $30,000 pro shop at Sierra Es-
trella Golf Course and $15,100 in
improvements at Thunderbird
Park.

$15,000 from the $40,000 Tolle-
son Justice of the Peace Build-
ing;

$5,415 in school ADA funds;
and

$20,000 from planning and de-
velopment of the Durango com- -
plex.

The board of supervisors ac-
cepted a $33 million tentative
budget last Monday. Adoption of
the final budget for 1965-66 is
scheduled for 10 a.m. August 9.



i

o

e
.

County Taxpayers to Decide W hether

Protection Worth Daily Cigar'ette Cost

By CLYDE MURRAY

Maricopa County’s own-
ers of real property will
be asked March 8 to dig

. into their pockets to help

pay for protection against

- water, long the sugar

‘plum of the desert dwell-
er’s visions.

The Maricopa County
Flood Control District,

_covering the entire county,

seeks authority to sell up to
$22.7 million worth of bonds.

Hinging on bond approval is

* “the expected contribution of

$93 million by Uncle Sam to

. the project. The comprehen-

sive $115.7 million program

‘ ‘would take a decade or more

. to complete and would be the -

most ambitious flood control

. effort in the state’s history.

In a two-hour, tape-record-

- ed interview with four Arizona
. Republic newsmen, three offi-

cials closest to the flood con-

. trol program acknowledged

that it would not be a panacea
for all of the county’s flood

. headaches. But, they strongly

asserted, it is vital if the

_county wants to free itself
* from the constant threat of

_’ floods.

Officials Interviewed
Interviewed were John C.

. Lowry of Scottsdale, general

manager and chief flood con-

- trol engineer for the flood con-
* trol district; W. B. Barkley

of Glendale, chairman of the

. Maricopa Citizens Flood Pro-
~ tection Committee and former

speaker of the Arizona House

. of Representatives, and Henry

S. Raymond, also of Glendale,

- chairman of the flood control
* district’s advisory committee.

Conducting the interview

 were Thomas K. Sanford Jr.,
- city editor of The Republic,
. and reporters Ben Avery, Rob-

ert J. Early and Clyde Mur-

ray.

A retired colonel of the U.S.

_Army Corps of Engineers,
' Lowry has been with the flood
control district since it was
‘established in 1959 by author-

ity of the state legislature’s

- Flood Confrol Act.

Since then, with Lowry at

_the helm and operating on
-revenue from a special tax
levy of 2 to 5 cenis per $100
* assessed valuation, the flood
. control district has devoted

most of the time and much of
its funds to determining the

_county’s more urgent flood
- control needs.

- 29 Projects Top Priority

From these studies, con-

:.ducted by the district in co-
* operation with the Corps of
- Engineers, the Soil Conserva-

tion Service, the Bureau of

- Reclamation and innumerable
~local groups and individuals,
~came the “Comprehensive

18-A The Arizona Republic [X]O
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Flood Control Program Re-
port,” adopted in 1963 by the
county hoard of supervisors.

Twenty-nine of the report’s
flood control projects, consid-
ered by the district to be of
top priority, are included in
the bond proposal. The $93
million in federal funds would
be used to build a complex of
dikes, dams, channels, con-
duits, levees and seepage pits
at strategic locations. The
county’s $22.7 million would
be used mostly to buy rights-
of-way and to maintain the
structures after they are built.

Lowry put his justification
of the plan this way:

“We feel here after we have
made a complete study of
this thing that it is a feasible,
reasonable program, It will
orovide the protection that we
intended it to provide . . .”

Would Raise County Taxes

Passage of the bond issue,
fiscal advisers calculate,
would raise the county tax
rate 12.9 cents per $100 as-
sessed valuation, bringing-the
total special flood control tax
levy to 14.9 cents. But flood
control officials and propon-
ents of the bond issue prefer
look at it this way: the pro-
gram would cost the owner of
a $15,000 home only about 35
cents a month or 1% cents a
day.’ Or as Barkley put it:
“One cigarette a day.”

They also quickly note that
the program could pump al-
most $10 million in federal
money a year into the coun-
ty’s .economy, and that, ac-
cording to their estimates,
county flood damages now av-
erage $9 million a year.

Despite its scope, the pro-
gram in itself would provide
little deterrent to floods in the
Salt River through Phoenix,
such as the one last New
Year’s, Lowry acknowledged.

Control of the flow in the
Salt River, at least in the
Phoenix area, is dependent
upon the construction of Orme
Dam at the confluence of the
Salt and Verde rivers north-
east of Mesa, he conceded.

Orme Dam a Key Structure

Although. the county pro-
gram includes a $650,000 allo-
cation to Orme Dam, the dam
is part of the Central Arizona
Project, a Bureau of Reclama-
‘tion program whose fate at
the hands of Congress still is
very much in doubt. Most of
the county’s contribution
would be spent to increase the
flood control capacity of Orme

- Reservoir.

Primary purpose of Orme
Dam is to provide a terminal
storage point for water
brought from the Colorado
River to Central Arizona for
distribution to irrigation and
domestic users under the
CAP.

County Flood Control District

Legend Explains Map at Right

1. Gila-Salt River Channel Clearance

- (Tempe levees). Local costs $250,000,

2. Lower Indian Bend Channel, $1,770,000.
3. Channel Clearance: Agua Fria, New

" River and Skunk Creek, $250,000,

4. Arizona Canal Diversion. $944,000.
5. Dreamy Draw Dam and Channel south of

" Shea Boulevard, 1 mile east of 16th Street.

Earthfill dam designed to protect section of

. Phoenix southwest of Squaw Peak. $150,000.

6. North Phoenix Mouniain Channel, Phase
1. $1,400,000.
7. New River Dam. Eight miles upstream

« from New River-Skunk Creek junction. De-

signed to protect Peoria, Avondale. $1,520,000.
8. Adobe Dam. Near Skunk Creek 7 mriles

: north of Bell Road, 1 miles west of Black
- Canyon Highway. Designed to protect west
Phoenix, Peoria, Avondale. $832,000.

9. Lower Cave Creek Dam (Cave Buttes).
Two miles south of upper dam. Designed to

_ protect Deer Valley, Sunnyslope and north-
- west Phoenix. $434,000.

10. Union Hills Diversion, Conerete-lined

" channel entering Skunk Creek mnear d0th
. Avenue, Designed to help protect Deer Valley,
“ Moon Valley and northwest Phoenix, De-

upon consiruction of Cave Buttes

. Dam. $500,000.

11. West Phoenix Floodway. Upper one de-

. signed to protect Glendale, Maryvale, west
* Phoenix, Tolleson, South Mountain project de-
- signed to protect south Phoenix, Will empty
. into Salt River. $746,000 and $905,000 re-

" spectively.

12. Casandro Wash Dam, Designed to pro-

" tect Wickenburg. $60,000.

13. Sunset and Sunny Cove dams. Designed
to protect sections of Wickenburg. $79,000.

14. Buckhorn-Mesa structures. Retarding

structures, floodways designed tfo protect
Mesa, Gilbert, Higley,
- Chandler, Pima Indian Reservation. $2,974,000.

Williams Field,

15. Bender and Sand Tank structures, East
of Gila Bend. Designed to protect eastern sec-
tions of Gila Beund, Gillespie Canal, Southern
Pacific Railroad, U.S. 80. $152,000.

16 and 18. Apache Junection-Gilbert-Williams
Field-Chandler structures. Retarding struc-
tures designed to protect southeastern Mari-
copa County. $1,132,000.

17. Mesa, Chandler, Gilbert floodways.
Floodway between Guadalupe and Elliot
roads near State 87 to Canal Drive. Another
along Pecos Road. Designed to protect Chand-
ler, west Chandler, and other sections. $800,-
000.

19. Buckeye retarding structures and flood-
ways. North of Yuma Road. Designed to pro-
tect Buckeye, Palo Verde and area to Gila
River. $776,000.

20. North Phoenix Mountains Project, Phase
2. Deepening of Arizona Canal from 38th
Street to 48th Street. Designed to protect east
Phoenix and west Scottsdale, $966,000.

21. Sols Wash Channei. From Sols Wash on
Hassayampa to Flying E. Wash. Designed to
protect northern Wickenburg. $40,000.

92. Powder House Wash Dam. Northeast of
Wickenburg. Designed to protect sections of
Wickenburg. $50,000.

23. Cave Creek Town Dike, Designed to pro-
tect community of Cave Creek. $3,000.

24. Orme Dam' at Verde-Salt confluence.
Earthen dam designed partly to regulate
waters on Salt River. Part of Central Arizona.
Project program. $650,000.

25. Salt River Channelization. $2,679,000.

26. Cave Creek Dam, Improving dam built
in 1923. $65,000.

27. Queen Creek Floodway. Project at north
end of Gila River Indian Reservation. Would
be coordinated with Chandler and other struc-
tures on Sonoqui watershed. $920,000.

28. Harquahala Valley structures. Diversion
channel from Burnt Mountain south to Cen-
tennial Wash. Designed to protect farmland.
$400,000.

29-35. Projects deferred for further study.
Not included in bond issue program.

36. Sonoqui structures. Retarding structures
and floodways north of Samtan Mountains.
$895,000.

_ Lowry also told interviewers
that he questions the wisdom

- of a change in plans cutting

from 2,000 to 500 feet the

width of the proposed flood

channel in the Gila River
from 91st Avenue to Gillespie
Dam southwest of Buckeye.
The Salt River and the Gila

join a few ‘miles south of
Avondale, southwest of Phoe-

nix,

The Corps of Engineers rec-

ommended a 2,000-foot chan-
nel clearance, but county of-
ficials reduced the proposed
width to 500 feet on request
of game conservationists, who
objected that the wider clear-
ing would destroy a prime
wildlife habitat in salt cedars.

Doubts 500 Feet Enough

Without Orme Dam, Lowry
said, he doubts that the 500-
foot channel would handle a
sizable release of water down
the Salt River.

Among the flood control pro-
posals not dependent upon
Orme Dam are the Tempe
levees, lower Indian Bend
Wash at Scottsdale, and the
Greater Phoenix protection
projects.

Here are some of the most

significant questions and .

answers from the interview:

Q. What is the exact amount
of money being asked in the
election?

A, $22,679,000.
Property Owners Can Vote

Q. Who is eligible to vote
in the election?

A. Any registered property -

owner who has lived in the
county at least a year by

. March 8. Voters will be asked

to sign an affidavit attesting
they are property owners.

Q. How will the $22.7 million
be spent?

A. To buy rights of way and -
maintain flood control struc- -
tures built by the U.S. Army .

Corps of Engineers and Soil

Conservation Service during

the next 10 fo 12 years, and
to modify some roads and
bridges.

Q. How much will taxes be
increased?

A. The existing special
county flood control tax levy
of 2 cents per $100 assessed
valuation would be increased
to an estimated 14.9 cents.

11 Big Floods Since 1926
Q. How often does Maricopa

‘County experience what is

classified as a major flood,
and is the hazard of major
floods increasing, and why?

A. There have been 11
“major” flood years since
1926. Flood hazards are in-
creasing in Maricopa County
because of the expansion of
heavily populated areas, which
cannot absorb water as read-
ily as desert farmland.

Q. Could the bond money be
spent for projects other than

Control Program Costly, But So

" JOHN C. LOWRY
“ . . Feasible, Reasonable Program . . .”

the 29 now proposed?

A. No change in the plans
can be made without consil-
tation with the Corps of En-
gineers and without another
public hearing to be held by
the Board of Supervisors.

Q. In what manner would
the bonds be sold?

A, “They will be sold as
we need the money” over a
seven-year period, ‘according
to Lowry. Retirement schedule
would be 30 years.

" Congress Authorizes Plans

Q. What part does Congress
play in the program?

A, Congress must authorize
each project, and then it mus
appropriate the money. Some -
of the projects have been
authorized, including Indian
Bend Wash channel and the
Greater Phoenix protective
phase, including four damis.
No money has been appropr'l-
ated yet.

Q. Have any of the 29 prdj-
ects been turned down by
Congress?

A. No.

Q. Are county officials opti-
mistic that Congress will 2p-
prove the rest of the 29 proJ-

Jecis?

-A.. “They -always have . ap-
proved the projects that the
Corps of Engineers could jus-
tify on what they call a bene-
fit-cost ratio basis,”” Lowly
said, “They don’t always give
the money when you want it,
and they don’t always give it
to you all at once. It depends
on how economy-minded they
are.”

Whole Valley Would Benefit

Q. What cities, towns and
communities would benefit
from the protective structures
proposed?

A. Phoenix, Avondale, Buck-
eye, Chandler, El Mirage, Gil-
bert, Gila Bend, Glendale,
Goodyear, Guadalupe, Litch-

. field Park, Mesa, Moon Val-

ley, Palo Verde, Paradise

Valley, Peoria, Queen Creek, (Continued on Page 19-A, Col. 1)

the facility.

Scottsdale, Surprise, Tempe,

Tolleson, Wickenburg and
Youngtown,
Q. What major impact

would the program have on
the country’s economy?

A, The $93 million in federal
construction funds spent in the
county over a period of 10 to
12 years would create new
jobs and millions of dollars
in additional sales volume.
Thousands of acres of 'land
would increase in value with
the elimination of flood plains,
thus broading the tax base.

No Recreational Use

Q. Can the flood control
projects be used for recrea-
tional purposes?

A. The flood control district
cannot legally spend money
except for flood control proj-
ects. Some recreational ac-
tivities, such as horseback
riding on service roads run-
ning parallel to projects, will
be permitted if they don’t in-
terfere with the operation of

Q. Will the district recharge
underground areas with the
water it retains?

A. “We propose to fntro-
duce all these floodwaters in-
to the groundwater table|
whenever possible,” Lowry
said. This will be done part- |
ly, he said, through seepage |
in some lakes. However, no
flood control money can be ||
spent directly on such water |
conservation practices, he
added. ‘

Q. The Citizens Flood Pro-|||

tection Committee says flood
damage to Maricopa County
averages about $9 million a
year. From where do these
estimates come?

Glendale Flooded in 1963

A. U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, Soil Conservation
Service, Bureau of Reclama-
tion and, in Lowry’s words,

“our own knowledge of dam-| |

Republic Photos by Forrest Stroup
W. B. BARKLEY

“Cigarette A Day...”

Interview Highlights

The Major Problems Involved
In Proposed County Project

® The $22.7 million bond issue, if approved, will frigger a "
$115.7 countywide flood control construction program
lasting, perhaps, for more than a decade and making
it the largest flood control program in the state’s his-
tory.

| ® Passage would mean a predicted increase in Maricopa
County Flood Control District’s tax levy, from 2 cents
to 14.9 per $100 assessed property valuation.

® County flood control authorities are not disturbed about
the exemptionof personal property from the flood con-
| trol district’s tax base.

® None of the flood control money could be spent specif-
| ically for recreation and water conservation activities.

® Until Orme Dam, a Central Arizona Project proposal, is
erected, the flood control program would have little ef-
fect on the regulation of runoffs in the Salt River, such
as the flood last New Year’s, : :

® Authorization of sale of the bonds is expected fo mean
| about $10 million a year in federal funds would be
‘pumped into the county’s economy.

® The flood control district’s chief engineer doesn’t think
a 500-foot Gila River channel clearance west of 9lst

| Avenue is sufficient to handle major releases of water
down the Salt River until Orme Dam is built.

|| ® Cities in the county will need storm drainage systems
| to take full advantage of the county program’s channels,

even if the bond program is authorized. Some of them are
| building such systems, or at least making studies.

A
| ® A change in the law to apply flood control taxes to per-
sonal property would mean that public utilities (which
stand to reap many benefits from such control) would
just increase their rates to consumers, according to W. B.
Barkley, chairman of a citizens committee in favor of
the bond issue.

®
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More
~About

(Continued from Page 18-A)

- ages and reports we get from
agencies.”

~ Q. What year in the last 10
‘years did damage total $9
‘million?

A 1963,
Q. Where did this damage
~occur?

A. A total of $3 million oc-

- curred in the Glendale and
* Maryvale areas alone.

Q. Why can’t some of these
« lakes be used as waterflow
_ refuges?

+ A. Flood control dams are
_ not designed to create per-
- manent lakes. Most of the
1 time areas behind the dams
] will be dry. Most will have
| fixed openings to allow con-

stant release of amounts of
. water which will not damage
areas at lower elevations.

: There will be no storage fac-

wor.

: - Q. Is any of the money pro-
| posed in the bond issue alloc-
w _ cated for legal fees should the
‘ - district be sued for invasion
‘ . of or damage to property or
'  water rights?

' A, No.

' Localized Rains Problem

* Q. What was the source of
the 1963 flood in Glendale?

‘A. Heavy rains over the
city.
Q. Then none of the pro-
nosed flood control projects
would help under these ecir-
‘ cumstances?

- A. The project would make
flood channels available into
which city storm sewers could
empty.

Q. Then, what you are say-
ing is that the county flood
control project would not

&

Flood

HENRY S.

Hezona Fopablic., Suedcy, Jan, 22,/56 6

Control

RAYMOND

.. . Thinks Program Vital. ..

have prevented the Glendale
flood damage of 1963 unless
that city previously had built
storm sewers?

A. It would have helped, be-
cause the dikes and diversion
structures would have kept
some rainwater from accum-
ulating in the residential
areas,

Q. Would cities such as

Glendale use the county’s pro-

gram in their storm sewer
systems?
A. Yes. Storm sewers would

be connected to flood chan-

nels. Some of these commun-

ities already

are building
these systems or having stu-
dies made.

-~ What If Bonds Lose?

Q. Will you pursue any of
_the projects if the bond issue
is voted down?

A. Yes. Some small pro-
jects could be financed.

Q. If the bond issues passes,
when would Phase A be com-
pleted?

- A. This is not known. How-
evsf& li)l; isabaelieved bllt;hase A
could be ready for bid letting
~in one year, and Phase B in

3
|
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Exemptmns

Plan Authorities See No Inequity
__In Personal Property Omission

County flood control authorities indicate they see no serious

' inequity in the exemption of $187.9 million of personal property

from taxation on property owners which will be needed to sup-
- port $22.7 million worth of bonds for the countywide project.

' . They took the position, in an interview detailed on this -and

- the preceding page, that the
. ‘exemption was placed in the
. law by the state legislature,
- -and there is nothmg they can
. .about it. :

'NONE OF THEM recom-

. mended that an attempt be

-made to get the legislature to
- amend the law to eliminate
- the personal property exemp-
' tion.

The three officials were

asked if they felt the exemp-

" tion excuses from equitable
i sqxatlon certain concerns most
erable to flooding, which

ave high personal property

vnluahons These would in- |

~ clude businesses such as pub-
. lic utilities, sand and gravel
firms located in the river bed,
~ pipeline companies and rail-
roads

e -

_ W. B. BARKLEY, chairman
: " “of a citizens committee sup-
. porting the bond issue, said he
- felt the consumer would pay
~the bill in the end in any
event. If the personal property
of such firms were taxed for
flood control, their rates to
consumers would rise aceord-

_.ingly, he indicated.

Barkley noted that both
homeowners and large com-
panies will benefit from the
exemption because both own
personal property. He made
this response to-a question
pointing out that 70 per cent
of the flood district tax load
will be borne by homes, while
only 54 per cent of the county’s
fotal tax valuation is repre-
sented by residences.

HE WAS REMINDED that
more than 92 per cent of all
personal property listed on
the county’s tax rolls, or $174.5
million, is owned by 41 ma]or
busmess firms. The Temain-
ing 7 plus per cent, or $13.4
million, accounts for personal
property of all other busmess-
_es and homeowners.

“Don’t misunderstand I'm
not trying to defend this per-
sonal property exemption,”

- Barkley said. “It’s too bad it’s
in there.

“But I would also hate to
‘have the people think this
(flood control program) is
only to take care of the flood-
_ing in the Salt River (such as
' that which happened recent-
'1y),” he added. “The Salt Riv-
‘er projects are only a small
~part of this program.”

. THE OFFICIALS were
‘asked if they thought the legis-
lature should be urged to re-
‘move the exemption before
“the bonds are voted or sold, be-
because it might be legally
“impossible to expand the flood
district’s tax base in such a
manner after the bonding pro-
gram in under way.

Henry S. Raymond, chair-
‘man of the district’s advxsory‘
‘committee, said he saw no
reason why such personal

roperty could not be taxed to
support the flood bonds if the
legislature later should return
it to the district’s tax rolls.

Col. John C. Lowry, chief
engineer and manager of the
flood district, said no compu-
tation has heen made to de-
termine how much the 14.9
cent flood control tax rate
could be reduced if the $187.9
million worth of personal

ogﬂ? ng‘e subject to flood
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h' Protecting Ourselv‘es J

“Everyone who lives in Maricopa County should
read the interview on Page 18 Section A of today’s
Arizona Republic. It concerns the vital issue of
a massive flood protection system that has been
designed for the county. The voters are being
asked to approve $22 million worth of bonds that
will be issued, and redeemed, by an improvement
district embracing the entire county. If the bonds
are approved, the federal government will add
$93 million for the construction of various flood

&

election will be held Tuesday, March 8. ‘
- Although the December rains have convinced a

lot of doubting Thomases about the need for flood-

protection in the desert, the program that will be
submitted to the voters in March is by no means
new or sketchy. A Flood Protection Committee
was organized in 1957, and as a result of its stu-
dies the legislature passed the Flood Control Act
in 1959. Maricopa was the first county to use the
legislation, the improvement district having been
established the same year. 4

:SINCE THEN, district, city, and county offi-
cials, with a major assist from the U.S. Army
‘Engineers Corps, have planned a system of dams,
channels, conduits, levees and seepage pits that
should make future flooding impossible in Scotts-
dale, Mesa, Tempe, Wickenburg, Glendale, Toll-
eson and all the cities in the Greater ‘Phoenix
area including the capital itself. : g

_The major protection, of course, will be against
the so-called hundred-year floods, those events
which occur with great infrequency but do hun-
dreds of millions of dollars worth of damage as
-witness northern California and Denver last year.

.Perhaps as important, year-around protection
will be afforded against minor floods, such as have
occurred in this county in 1926, 1930, 1933, 1936,
1941, 1946, 1954, 1961 and 1963. Anyone who lives
in.Maryvale, and who remembers how water ran
four feet deep and did $3 million worth of damage
to that part of Phoenix <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>