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1 1992 August 24 Sunset Dam, Wickenburg x Photograph - Containing Water 
2 1972 June 22 Arizona Canal/ 38th Street and Camelback Road x Photograph -Overtopped Canal Near Home 
3 1993 January 21 ACDC W. of 43rd Avenue x Photograph - Flooding 
4 1994 January 21 ACDC W. of 43rd Avenue x Photograph - Flooding 
5 1930's Date Unknown Gilbert x Photograph - Downtown Flooding 
6 1978 March 4 Cave Creek and Arizona Canal x Photograph - Spillways 
7 1978 March 4 Holly Acres I Gila River /123rd Avenue and x Photograph - Flooding 

Southern 
8 1987 Date Unknown FCD Advisory Board x Photograph - Gro\Jp Picture 
9 1992 July 24 Grand Canal and Indian School Road x Photograph - Floodwaters Measures in Feet in West Phoenix Area 
10 1993 July 24 Grand Canal x Photograph - Back Yard Flooded as Stormwater Ponded Up Against the Grand Canal in West Phoenix 
11 1993 July 24 Indian Bend Wash x Photograph- Flooding Looking Upstream from Shea Boulevard West of 56th Street 
12 199? Date Unknown 32nd Street and Missouri x Photograph - Shows How High the Floodwaters Rose Against a House 
13 1972 June 22 Arizona Canal, Vicinity of Lafayette Street x Photograph - Looking West- Flooding 
14 1990 August 14 43rd Avenue I Alta Vista Road x Photograph - Residential Flooding 
15 1963 August ?? Grand Canal and 67th Avenue x Photograph - Residential Street Flooding 
16 1990 August 15 ACDC Above Skunk Creek x Photograph - Looking Upstream About 75th Avenue North of Greenway 
17 1993 January 24 Gillespie Dam x Photograph - 2:00 p.m. 0=65,000 cfs 
18 1972 June 22 Arizona Canal/ 7th Street x Photograph- Too Much Water Would Spill Into Neighborhoods as Shown Here East of 7th Street 
19 1972 June 22 Dream Draw /12th Street x Photograph - Before Flood Control District and Corps of Engineers Built Dreamy Draw Dam I 

20 1972 June 22 Phoenix Downtown x Photograph - Flooding 
21 1972 June 22 1-17 I Buckeye Road x Photograph - Freeway Underpass Flooding 
22 1972 June 22 1-17 I Grant Street x Photograph - Freeway Underpass Flooding 
23 1990's Date Unknown Agua Fria and Gila Rivers Confluence x Photograph- Technician Examines Grasses in District Wetlands 
24 1951 August 3 Litchfield Park Area x Photograph- Storm Runoff Inundates Farm Areas 
25 1951 August 3 Litchfield Avenue x Photograph - Car Stranded in Floodwaters 
26 199? Date Unknown ACDC I Glendale x Photograph - Floodwaters 
27 199? Date Unknown Maricopa County Board of Supervisors x Photograph - Group Picture 
28 1980's Date Unknown Central High School x Photograph - Flooding 
29 1980's Date Unknown Salt River / 19th Avenue Bridge x Photograph - looking North at South End of 19th Avenue Bridge 
30 19?? Date Unknown Historic Flooding Photo- Location & Date Unknown x Photograph - Flooding 
31 1996 April 1 2 Roosevelt Dam x Photograph - Dedication 
32 1967 March 17 Powerline Dam x Photograph - Groundbreaking 
33 1982 April 8 Adobe Dam x Photograph - Dedication and Aerial Photos I Negatives 
34 1972 June 22 Phoenix Downtown x Photograph - Flooding in Alleyway Between Main Hospital Building 
35 1951 August 3 Luke Air Force Base x Photograph - Flooding 
36 1951 August 30 Goodyear x Photograph- Flooding at Western Intersection and Litchfield Avenue 
37 1991 March? Cave Creek Sediment Basin x Photograph- Stormwater Runoff I Outflow Tower, Channelized Cave Creek Wash into ACDC 
38 1990August 14 ACDC /35th Avenue N. of Dunlap x Photograph - Storm Drain I Outfall/ Heavy Rains I Diverts Runoff 
39 1990 August 15 ACDC /67th Avenue S. of Greenway x Photograph - Stormwater I This Location Flows - 4,000 cfs 
40 1990 August 15 Skunk Creek /75th Avenue N. of Greenway x Photograph - Runoff I Some Waters from ACDC I Outfalls 
41 1990 September 3 Vineyard Dam x Photograph - Stormwater 
42 1990 August 14 Southern I 43rd Avenue x Photograph - Flooding 
43 1990 August 14 Guadalupe Channel/ Sossaman and Power Roads x Photograph - Flooding 
44 1990 August 14 Laveen x Photograph - Flooding 
45 1990 August 14 Rittenhouse Dam x Photograph - Built in 1969 for Collecting Runoff 
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48 11992 July 25 

48 11992 July 25 

49 11990 August 15 

49 11990 August 15 

50 11963 August 17 

Downpour Deluges Valley- Heavy Rains Flood 
Homes, Block Streets (&Pictures) 

Monsoon' Wrecks Havoc- Flooding in Valley 
W idespread (& Pictures) 

Rescued Man: 'Thank God for Adrenaline' 

More Rain Likely to Drench Val ley - Flooded Streets 
Create Commuter Nightmares (&Pictures) 

Monsoon Called Wettest Valley Has Seen in 6 
Years 
Floods Force Scores to Flee Their Homes ; Glendale 
Youth Killed- More Storms Predicted Here (& Picture) 

Series of Thunderstorms , Flooding , Homes, Stranding Motorists , Knocking Out Power, Raging Currents , 
Pull One Couple , Car, Flooded Wash , Paradise Valley, Flash Flood Watch, Storms, Dumping, 6 Inches 
of Rain , 27th Avenue and Camelback Road, 6.25 Inches, 5.4 Inches, 43rd Avenue and Thomas Road , 
Mesa, Tempe, Apache Junction, Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport, American Red Cross , 
Emergency Shelter, Phoenix, Salt River Project, Arizona Public Service, Flood-related Calls , Historic 
State Capitol , Cave Creek Wash , Gilbert, Ankle Deep Water, Wi lliams Air Force Base, Pat Thompson , 
Retention Basin, Mesa Drive and Jensen Road , Adam Flores , Vehicle , Swept Away, Indian Bend Wash, 
Scottsdale. Boatino. Dan Lannm~rl<> 
Heavy Rain , Record Storm, Lightening , Thunder, Swamped Homes, Businesses , Stranded Motorists , 
Collapsed, Roof, Knocked Out Telephone , Electricity, Water Raging, Salt River Bed , Death of 
Motorcyclist, Street Near 42nd and Northern Avenues Collapsed , Scattered Showers , Storm , Coffee
colored Water, Homes Awash in Water, John Clark, Maryvale Home, Originated in Northern Mexico , 
Light Winds, Phoenix Area, Ortega, Phoenix Police Officer, Atop His Car, Interstate 17 and Bell Road , 
Phoenix Fire Captain Kevin Boyle , Antics of Motorists , Refused to Heed High Water, Stranded, Matt 
Phillips , Spokesman for Rural/Metro Fi re Department, 40th Street and Stanford Drive, Pulling Car and 
Passenger Out, Second Car, Washed Away, Then Rescue Passengers from Second Vehicle , Valley 
Vista Lane , Tatum Boulevard , Red Cross , Mary Ulch , Spokeswoman, Mobil Feeding Units, Family
services, Downpour Collapsed 20-foot Roof Section , 2801 W. Indian School Road , Heavy Water, Closed 
Roads , Grand Avenue , Glendale Avenue, State Capitol , 17th Avenue and Jefferson Street, Tow Trucks, 
Water as Deep as Car Windows, J. Elliott Hibbs, Director, Department of Administration , Jefferson Street 
at 19th Avenue , Paradise Val ley Drenched, Closed All Main Streets , Gilbert, Murky Brown Pools, 
Homeowners , 3 1/2 Feet of Water, 164th Street and Campbell Road , Mesa, Chandler, Deluge , Salt River 
Project , Water From Granite Reef into Salt River, Teri Morris , SRP Spokeswoman , Runoff, Storm Drains , 
Canals, Overflowing , Susan Fitzgerald , Spokeswoman for Maricopa County Flood Contro l District, 
Arizona Department of Public Safety, 50 Accidents, Rick Knight, Spokesman Said , Slick Streets, Death 
of Motorcyclist, Brian S. Ackley, Alexander Ciurana , Debbie Johnson, Phoenix Police Detective Leo 
Spelopolous, Capt. David Kraig, Randa Westmark, Biltmore Investors Bank, Paul McClellan , Debbie 
Latimer, Boat, Floodwaters, 18th Avenue and McDowell Road, Water Sloshing , Nancy Faggan , 
Sandbaos . Phoenix Fire . Seventh Street and Peoria Avenue. Indian School Road. 35th Avenue 
Cascading Water, Toward Jason Henle 
Boulevard and McDonald Drive. Paradi 

, Small Branch Paloverde Tree, Flooded Arroyo, Tatum 

Heavy Rains, Soak the Valley , Flooding Houses, Closing Roads , Weather Forecasts, Unstable, Moist Air 
Mass , Low Pressure , Moisture, National Weather Service Meteorologist Bob Wilt , Rain , Flooded Roads, 
Claudia Schnable, American Red Cross , Julian Thompson , North Phoenix, Drive Across , Running 
Waters, Skunk Creek, Pinnacle Peak Road , 35th Avenue, Car Stalls , Thompson Pulled to Safety, Car 

ley, Phoenix's Wettest in 6 
onsoon . Arizona 
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51 1993 January 11 Flood-control Measures Work 'Fantastically' in First x New Wadde ll Dam , Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, Channelization, Levees, Flood-control Dams , Rain 

Major Test Mon itors , Reinforced Bridges , Stan ley Smith, Act ing Chief Engineer and Genera l Manager County's 
Flood Contro l District , Verde River, Salt River, Floods, Ravage Valley, 1978, 1979, 1980, Floods from 
Winter Weather, Huge Runoffs , Torrenti al Rains , Rivers and Washes, Water Flowing Into Va lley on Way 
to Colorado River, Yuma, Gila River, Salt River Biggest Feeder, Verde Feeds Into Salt, Ag ua Fria Meets 
Gi la, salt River Project, SRP Dams , Catch and Store Water, Roosevelt, Stewart Mountain, Horseshoe 
and Bartlett , Heavy Rains, Prescott, Verde Va lley, Sedona, Runoff, Dan Phill ips , Supervisor of Water 
Resou rces , Dick Perreault, Chief of Planning , Flood in 1980, Two Bridges Left Intact, Traffic Was a 
Nightmare , New Bridges, Tony de al Cruz, Street Maintenance Superintendent , Phoenix, 35th Avenue 
Bridge, Chuck Morfoot, Spokesman for Federa l Bureau of Reclamation, Lake Pleasant, 17 Mile Stretch, 
Arizona Canal, 40th Street and Camelback Road to 75th Avenue and Bell Road , Skunk Creek Wash , 
Water From Storm Drains, Cave Buttes Dam, New River Dam, Adobe Dam, Dreamy Draw Dam, Ho lly 

52 1972June34 Boil Water, Flood Areas Told (&Pictures) x Maricopa County Health Department, Paradise Valley, Scottsdale, Flooded Areas , Boil Drinking Water, 
Contamination, Flooded Septic Tanks, Infiltrated Wells, Dr. Ellis D. Sox, Deputy Director, Water Samples, North , Bell 
Road , West, 40th Street, South, Indian School Road , East, Pima Road, Phoenix City Water, Food , Spoiled , Public 
Sewers, Avoid Danger, Hyperchlorinate , National Weather Service, Tornado, William Jett, Russ Kress , 16th Street 
and Camelback, Karen Hanson, 24th Street, Steve Ziegler, Flood Waters , 65th and Shea, Susan Parker, Sandy 
Berlin Camelback and 24th Street 

53 1972 June 24 Indian Bend Wash (Aeria l Picture) x Floodwaters , Indian Bend Wash , Salt River, Scottsdale, Flood's Peak 

53 1972 June 24 Flood Loss in County Put at $46 Mil lion (& Picture) x Glendale, City Manager Stanley Van de Putte , Mesa, Chandler, Tol leson , Litchfield Park, Phoenix, Interstates 10 and 
17, Reopened , Grant Street Overpass , Dirt Accumulations , Scottsdale and Phoenix, Emergency Shelter, Salvation 
Army, Chuck Smith , San Francisco, Small Business Administration , John Seeley, Washington , Disaster Regions , 
Eloy, Maricopa , Tornados, CBA, Agricu ltura l Crops, Gerald Lindsey, County Executive Director, Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service, Chandler, Queen Creek and Laveen Areas , Cotton, Hail , Farmer, Power 
Restored , Rebuild and Repair, Construction Industry, Hallcraft Subdivision, 62nd Street and Shea, Southern Arizona 
Bank Home lmorovement Loans Storm Victims James S. Doualas 

53 1972 June 24 Family the Lost House in Flood is Swamped with Offers of X Rue I A. Sports Family, Lost Its Home, Flood Victims , Flooded , 3 Feet of Water, Arizona Cana l Broke, Mud-splattered 
Help (&Picture) Home Don Gaertner Maryvale Flood and Tornado Victims Mrs. Donna Frisby, Salvaqe Food 

53 1972 June 24 Camp-outs New Life-style (& Picture) X Mrs. Major, Without Electricity, Aaron Hecht, "Camping Out" , Mr. and Mrs. Dick Robinson, Arizona Public Service Co ., 
Replace Underground and Overhead Cables, Desert Cove 

54 1980's Early 1990's 53rd Avenue and Glendale X Street Flooding 
Date Unknown 

55 1980's Early 1990's 54th Avenue and Glendale X Street Flood ing 
Date Unknown 

56 1980's Early 1990's 55th Avenue and Glendale X Street Flooding 
Date Unknown 

57 1960's Late or 1970's Downtown Phoenix X Street Flooding 
Date Unknown 

58 1960's? Date Unknown Old Cross Cut Canal X Cleaned of Vegetation 
59 1997 April 29 Old Cross Cut Canal - FCD 95-08 X View from Top of Thomas Road Box Looking South , Concrete Box Invert 
60 1996 November 26 Old Cross Cut Canal X Construction 
61 1998 January 23 Old Cross Cut Canal - FCD 95-09 X Looking South form STA 93-00 Str B/Fill of Box Walls for the Last 150 LF IS in Progress , Looking South-

Last Secti on of Box Cu lvert Completed 
62 1997 August 12 Old Cross Cut Canal - FCD 95-08 X Phase II Looking North from McDowell, Phase II Transformers and Panels at Virginia and Pa lm Lane 
63 1990 August 14 East Mesa X Flooding in East Mesa Neighborhood on August 14, 1990 at Intersection of Glenmar and Balsam Roads 
64 1990 July 24 Indian Bend Wash X IBW in Scottsdale Flows with Stormwater Runoff from July 24, 1990. Construction of the IBW was a 

Cooperative Effort Between the CORPS of Engineers, the City of Scottsdale , Local Deve lopers and the 
Flood Control District of Maricopa County 

65 1990's Date Unknown Queen Creek X Earth Fissure Erosion Repair 
66 1990's Date Unknown Cave Buttes Vicini ty X Flood ing 
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108 1990's Date Unknown Arizona Canal Diversion Channel Project Reach 4 X Before and After Pictures 
109 1990's Date Unknown ACDC Reach 1 West of Cactus Looking West X Transition Site from Trapezoidal Section to Earthlined 
110 1993 October 8 Arizona Canal Diversion Channel Dedication X Dedication Invitation and North Yard Employees 

Invitation 
111 1993 Date Unknown Arizona Canal Diversion Channel X Landscaping 
112 1993 Date Unknown Arizona Canal Diversion Channel X Landscaping 
113 1993 Date Unknown Arizona Canal Diversion Channel X Landscaping 
114 1972 June 22 Arizona Canal X Map Showing Flooded Areas after Breaks in Canal 
115 1990's Date Unknown 1Oth Street Wash X Echo Lane, Steep and Unprotected Side Slopes, Capistrano Homes Development, Reach is Above 100-

Year FEMA Floodplain and Has Capacity of Convey 100-year Runoff Within Banks 
116 1990's Date Unknown 1Oth Street Wash X North of Mountain View, Thick Vegetation in the Wash , Diana Avenue , Erosion on the Banks and 

Channel Bottom from High Velocities 
117 1990's Date Unknown 1Oth Street Wash X North of Mountain View, East Cell of CBC at the Crossing, Debris Gets Transported in the Wash and the 

Sediment that is Deposited 
118 1990 August 14 43rd Avenue Bridge Across ACDC X Flood Waters 
119 1993 January 21 ACDC West of Thunderbird X Flooding 
120 1943 August 3 7th Avenue South of Northern X Flooding Vicinity of Arizona Canal , Lateral12 Spillway Flood Waters form Break East of Lat. 12 - 1 :00 

121 2000 September 1 Wickenburg X Flooding 
122 1972 January 1 Phoenix- Vicinity of McDowell and 12th Street X Flooding 
123 2000 August 8 ACDC X After Flooding 
124 1998 February 24 Spook Hill X Flooding 
125 2000 July 26 Indian Bend Wash- McKellips Lake Park X Picture of Park 
126 1959 March 23 Arizona Governor Paul Fannin Signs Senate Bill X Empowers Arizona Counties to Establish Flood Control Districts, Nick Udall, Attorney and Former 

204 Phoenix Mayor, Fred Glendening , Maricopa County Engineer, Henry "Hank" Shipley, Salt River Project, 
Governor Fannin, Sam Tucker, Phoenix City Enqineer 

127 1959 Date Unknown Goodyear Blimp X Goodyear Blimp, Henry "Hank" Shipley, Salt River Project, Unknown Person 
128 2007 May 31 Apache Lake X Picture Taken from Apache Trail 

X 
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March 4, 1978 -- The Gila River floods Holly Acres at 123rd Ave. and Southern. 
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~ 
Too much water in the Arizona Canal would spill into neighborhoods 

:;;JN I . 7 • ·· l·-._,.. :, '- "-~ 
as shown here east of 7th Street. 

June 22, 1972. 



-  June 22, 1972 --Dreamy Draw where 12th St. crosses the wa5.1 

(before the Flood Control District and Corps of Engineers built Dreamy Draw Dam) 
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Picture taken in JaiJ 1972 
near downtown Phoenix, 
Arizona that shows 
the flooding of Interstate 17, 
looking south towards Buckeye 
Road. The pump station at 
near left is covered by the 
flood waters. 

--z_ 
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Picture taken inJ-~ 
1972 near downtown 
Phoenix, Arizona that 
shows the flooding of 
Interstate 17, looking 
north towards Grant 
Street exit. 

Pictures by Barbara C. Hummell 



A soil technicial examines grasses in a District wetlands area near the 
confluence of the Agua Fria and Gila Rivers. Federal law mandates that 
whenever a project disturbs wildlife habitat, the agency must mitigate that 
disturbance, sometimes by creating habitat elsewhere. Some 3200 trees 
were planted by the District, and we will nuture and operate the site. 
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A car is stranded on Litchfield 
(Range 3N-1W Section 3 and 4) 
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Back Row 

Mart in Tony 

Jim Pulice 

Robert Cavallo 

Estill Osborn 

Donaldson Riddle 

Front Row 

Hugh Nichols 

J. J. Turner 

William Pulice 

Louis Jurwitz 

John C. Lowry 

George M. England 

Walter White 

Po zJJ~ r ( I ne IJ J9-yy._ 

~ ( rJ u YL-cf_ b ( J2 a ;c_, 'fl-J 

mar It_ 17, rq07 

Photo No. 1 & lA 

Engineer in charge of Dams. State of Arizona 

William Pulice Construction Co. 

Ass't. State Administrative Officer. SCS 

Supervisor Pinal County 

Construction Engineer. SCS 

Citizens Advisor F.C.D. of M.C. 

·State Engineer • SCS 

William ~ulice Construction Co. 

Citizens Advisor F.C.D. of M.G. 

Contracting Officer F.C.D.of M.G. 

Project ~ngineer. SCS 

Supervisor East Maricopa S.C.D. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

Subject_~~::!....;;~~~,........:=-=---=-:=::..:::=::..l...,;=-' ) ~~:~·.~·~ Where _______ _:_ ______ _ 

(State, County, SCD, Watershed) 

When --=¥~7 
Series _________ _ 



,, 

"' .. 
. ' . ,. I .. .., 

{' 
) 
. 4 

,. 































• 
-

-
-



















































~
 

'3
) 

1
--

s 
~
 

>::
 

~
 

c:
:, 
~
 

.....
_ 

~
 

V
"\

 

~
 
~
 

_\J
.,j

 
\
)
 

.....
.....

 
~
 

~
 

~
\ 





August 3, 1951 - ll iglnvav pc~t 1· nlma n being L<nvcd nu t o f a h o l e 

was hed in Litchfi e ld /\venue al t he south e nd of l.ukc Field . 







, . 
'
~
 

I I
 I 



/Ju ltFB. 
!q)! 





\ 
) 

0000597 





t'
 ~ ~ ~ ~
 

ct
 

i ~
 -

" .
 .....

--,.
 

i 
• 

,.-
..-

·-
· 

~ 
, ~

1tt
eo'

O..
Cl 

,~\
:to

-z1
.:1

 'J 
s;

'B
'a

 \.
OJ.

.~ 
+

au
\.1

..\
G

'B
 th

 +
 

~"\
f.1 \ 

uo
 

p 
• 

•J
0~

1 
~ 

~1:
~(\

0'J
 ~

 0 1 
uo

o'1
"-

. 
C1

 '
1.

0)
:\

1~
0~

 
~ 

~~
1'

tl
1S

1 

r r::
 

7
\ 

.>
 

(J1
 

t:- 6'
 

4
-

t::
 

r--
\P

 
..

-
-+

 
_.

i, 

-1
 

(l
 

y;
--

=t
-

__
£:)

 
·.~

 
li
 

Vr
 

Til
 r 

t'! 
1 

'(
) 

.....
.....

_ 

·11
 

r-
~
~
 

0 0 
~
 

v .. -C
J~
 



POST 
OFFICE 



( 

;..-- -/ .... 

I 

--~-· ) 

) 
..-,.-

(, 

.t 





/1); 





-"""' .· 

) . 

' .~.:J 

--- . 





------~~--~~~---- -----~ 





--
... 

.... 
-

.. -
...

.. 
-

. 1 ' 

., 

l ... ·t ~. I'
~ .1
 f I 













• 









tJ.utz~ J~t~ 

L+J..-6 ~ C4¥' 
sf1oo~tvl !'1 <J"( 



Sediment Basin 
Top~ Stormwater runoff flows into sediment 

basin in March 1 991 storm event (left) 

Bottom left~ Outflow tower allows lower flows of 
stormwater to exit the sediment basin . 

""' 
Bottom right: Channelized Cave Creek Wash flows 

~-

safely into the Arizona Canal Diversion 
ChanneL rather than overtopping the 
Arizona Canal and flooding streets and 
homes_ Stormwater runoff is diverted 
to Skunk Creek and~ ultimately~ the Gila 
River. ~----
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A STORM DRAIN AT 35TH AVE. NORTH OF DUNLAP 
OUTFALLS INTO THE ARIZONA CANAL DIVERSION 
CHANNEL(ACDC) DURING HEA\IY RAINS AUGUST 14, 
1990. THE ACDC INTERCEPTS AND DIVERTS RUNOFF 
THAT IN THE PAST HAS FLOODED MANY HOMES. 



STORMWATER COLLECTS IN THE ARIZONA CANAL 
DIVERSION CHANNEL AUGUST 15. 1990 AT 67TH AVE. 
SOUTH OF GREENWAY RO.A.D. FLOWS AT THIS 
LOCATION WERE ESTIMATED AT 4,000 CUBIC FEET 
PER SECOND. 
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• • 

RUNOFF FROM AN AUGUST 15, 1990 STORM TRAVELS 
DOWN SKUNK CREEK NEAR 75TH AVE NORTH OF 
GREENWAY. SOME OF THESE WATERS ARE FROM 
THE ARIZONA CANAL DIVERS~ON CHANNEL WHICH 
OUTFALLS INTO SKUNK CRE''EK UPSTREAM OF THIS 
PICTURE. 
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STORMWATER FROM THE 1990 LABOR DAY RAINS 
COLLECIBEHIND THE VINEY.ARD DAM LOCATED 
EjO..ST OF WILLIAMS AiR FORCE BASE. BUlL T !N 1968 
BY THE SOIL CONSER\/.ATION SERVICE, THE DAM 
COMBINES WITH TWO ADJOINING FLOOD RETARDING 
STRUCTURES (RITTENHOUSE AND POWERLINE DAMS) 
TO PROTECT PEOPLE AND PROPERTY TO THE WEST. 
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FLOODING SOUTH OF SOUTHERN NEAR 43RD AVENUE 
AS PHOTOGPAPHED ON AUGUST 14, 1990. 



Alb! SOlklNrn near 
45 t"d A~ A~u.s ~ v~qo 



THE GUADALUPE CHANNEL BETWEEN SOSSAMAN 
AND POWER ROADS IN MESA AS SEEN ON AUGUST 
14, 1990. THIS CHANNEL IS BEING IMPROVED BY THE 
DISTRICT TO BETTER CONVEY STORMWATER FLOWS. 
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-
FLOODING IN lAVEEN AUGUST 14, 1990. 
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RITTENHOUSE DAM EAST OF WILLIAMS AIR FORCE 
BASE WAS BUlL TIN 1969 AND COLLECTS RUNOFF · 
WATER FROM A 51-SQUARE-MILE AREA AND CONVEYS . 
IT NORTH TO ANOTHER FLOOD CONTROL STRUCTURE 
CALLED VINEYARD DAM. RITTENHOUSE DAM 
IMPOUNDED 6 FEET OF WATER DURING THE AUGUST 
14TH AND 15TH STORMS. 



'\2.\ \\enhtN.~t. 'Dam eo.st ~ \j\Ji\\ia.ft\~ 
A\~ fb\' tt '&.~ l(\\iq. 
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wnpour deluges Valley 

Pat Thompson, 8, of Mesa tries to get 
a BMX bicycle out of a retention basin 
Friday at Mesa Drive and Jensen 
Road. 

Heavy rains 
flood homes, 
block streets 
By Patricia Likens 
Tribune writer 

A powerlul series of thunderstorms 
drenched the Valley on Thursday night and 
Friday motning, flooding scores of people 
out of their' homes, strandingj motorists and 
knocking out power. 

I 
No injuries were reported, but fire

fighters braved raging currents to pull one 
couple from the top of their car in a flooded 
wash near Paradise Valley. 

A flash flood watch remained until 9 p.m. 
Friday, and weather officials said a chance 
of thunderstorms will continue through 
today. 

The brunt of Friday's storms hit the west 
side of the Valley, dumping as much as 6 
inches of rain in some places. 

At 27th Avenue and Camelback Road, 
6.25 inches was reported, while 5.4 inches 
fell at 43rd Avenue and Thomas Road 

In the East Valley, 2.04 inches pounded 
Mesa, 1.5 inches was reported in Tempe, 
md 1.59 inches fell in Apache Junction. The 

' ~' 1- total at Phoenix Sky Harbor Inter
• na Airport was 1.8 inches, a record for 

lle ::lay. 
The A merican Red Cross received 30 to 

Adam Flores, 18, looks over the con
tents of a vehicle . that was swept 
away from a parking lot into the 
Indian Bend Wash in Scottsdale. 

CLOSE CALL: Couple rescued from 
car that got caught in current I A 12 

STANDARD STORM PROCEDURE: It's 
time to learn what to do I 81 

OVERFLOWING: Friday storms push 
yearly rainful above average I 84 

40 calls from people flooded out of their 
homes and set up an emergency shelter at 
23rd Street and Camelback Road in Phoe
nix. 

The storm knocked out power to about 
14,000 homes, said officials from Salt River 
Project and Arizona Public Service, and fire 
and police officials were kept busy through
out the day with flood-related calls. 

Part of the historic state Capitol, which 
was built atop Cave Creek Wash, was 
flooded during the day, and state agency 
directors were allowed to let employees go 
home early to avoid traffic jams in the 
flooded streets. 

The roof of a Phoenix furniture ware
house caved in under the weight of. accumu-

"t'ou couldn't ask for better boating," Dan Langmade said as he kayaked 
through Indian Bend Wash on Friday. 

lat(xi water, but no injuries were reported. 
li t Gilbert, residents of a dozen below

groL 1d apartments awoke to find ankle
deep ' water lapping at their beds, and offi-

cials at nearby Williams Air Force ~ 
canceled flying operations after more than 
2 inches of rain in seven hours flooded the 

Please see Flooding I A 12 



'Mo ' wreaks havoc 

Victoria Buckner /The Arizona Republic 

fhe storm Thursday night and early Friday sent a parked car into Scottsdale's Indian Bend Wash. A railing near Hayden and McDowell roads kept the vehicle from being swept away. 

Flooding 
in Valley 
widespread 
By Carol Sowers 
The Arizona Republic 

Like a sulky debutante, the heavy rain 
associated with the "monsoon" arrived late 
this year. But when she made her grand 
entrance Thursday night and early Friday, she 
was dramatic and dangerous. 

The record storm, accompanied by lightning 
strikes and booming thunder, swamped homes 
and businesses, stranded motorists, collapsed a 
portion of the roof at a furniture store, 
knocked out telephones and electricity, and 
sent water raging down the usually dry Salt 
River bed. 

The storm was partly to blame for the death 
of a motorcyclist whose motorcycle skidded on 
wet streets and slammed into a car. However, 
police say they believe the motorcyclist had 
been drinking before the accident. 

A Phoenix garbage-truck driver was injured 
when a street near 42nd and Northern avenues 
collapsed beneath him. 

Scattered showers are predicted for today, 
with partly cloudy skies Sunday. The monsoon 
is expected to return by Tuesday, forecasters 
said. 

MORE STORM COVERAGE 
DAMAGE: Downpour floods homes in 
Valley, A3 
FORECAST: What's in store for the 
next few days, Al8 
CARE: Protecting your plants from 
storms, 01 

Rescued man: 
'Thank God 
for adrenaline' 
By Mark Shaffer 
The Arizona Republic 

As the cascading water inched up toward 
Jason Henley's neck, he could only hope that a 
small branch of a paloverde tree to which he 
was clinging wouldn't break. 

The 18-year-old Phoenix man waited 20 
minutes. Then 30 minutes. 

Paul F. Gero/The Arizona Republic 

Linda Winkler, with her friend, Ron Welch (center) and her neighbor, Jason Buchanan, contem· 
plates the flood damage at her home, near 67th Avenue and Indian School Road. With nowhere 
else to sit, Winkler's dog, Sister, plopped down Friday in Winkler's flooded yard. 

Finally, emergency workers early Friday 
pulled Henley from a flooded arroyo near 
Tatum Boulevard and McDonald Drive in 

of water Friday. "I don't know what to do. I Paradise Valley. The storm, which sent coffee-colored water 
roiling through streets, forced at least two 
stranded motorists to swim for their lives and 
stunned residents whose homes were awash in 
water. 

"I'm just numb," said John Clark, whose 
Maryvale home was flooded with nearly a foot 

hope God helps us through this." "Thank God for adrenaline," he said. "I 
The storm, which originated in northern used every bit I had, and it almost wasn't 

Mexico, was escorted by light winds over the enough. I could feel my fingers starting to 
Phoenix area about 11 p.m. Thursday before slip." 
dumping a record 1.66 inches of rain at Sky Henley had taken note of the unusually 

-See VALLEY, page A2 ~d'l)..fUc.._ -See 'I HEARD,' page AlB 



Peter Schwepker I mE PHOENlX GAZE'ITE 
Tuesday's storm brought several rescues like Creek at Pinnacle Peak Road near 35th Avenue, 
this one: Julian Thomson of north Phoenix tries but his car stalls. Below, Thomson Is pulled to 
to drive across the running waters of Skunk safety before his car washes away. 

About 25 minutes ~~~~--riJ,!~~ii7'~ 
after Phoenix fire
fighters pulled Ju
lian Thomson from 
his vehicle during 
Tuesday's flooding, 
It floats down 
Skunk Creek. 

More rain likely 
to drench Valley 
Flooded streets create 
commuter nightmares 
By THE PHOENIX GAZETTE 

Heavy rains continued to soak the Valley today after 
drenching it all day Tuesday, flooding houses and closing 
roads. 

Weather forecasts said to expect stillmore rain. 
"It's still an unstable, moist air mass - low preRSure 

and a lot of moisture," National Weather Service 
meteorologist Bob Wilt said this morning. "Those 
.ingredients mean rain. There might be some drying in a 
few days, but it will be slow." 

Flooded roads caused commuters nightmares, with 
many people saying it took double or triple their normal 
driving time to get to work. 

Claudia Schnabl, a spokeswoman for the American Red 
See •RAIN, Page A12 

v J v s r I 0 I r~80ENlX GAZETIE 

Monsoon called wettest 
Valley has seen in 6 years 
By Ryan Konig 
THE PHOENlX GAZE'ITE 

It could be the wettest monsoon season in years, and it 
has dumped enough rainwater on the city already to fill 
every building in Phoenix's skyline. 

And the monsoon is still going strong with as much as 
four weeks to go before puddles are forgotten and winter 
residents begin returning to the Valley for its famous dry 
climate. 

This summer's drenching appears to be Phoenix's 
wettest in six years, said Craig Ellis, a meteorologist with 
the National Weather Service. 

Shifty winds get credit for creating a monsoon. For 
Arizona, the season generally begins in early July when 

See •WETTEST, Page A2 
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More· Storms 
..._ 

Predicted Here. 
Cascading torrents of flood water swirled around 

the Valley overnight, leaving do z ens temporarily 
· homeless and one dead. 

More flash thunderstorms were predicted by thlj 
U.S. weatherman. 
· THE FLOOD brought untold thousands of dollars of 
damage to homes and businesses. 

Northwest Phoenix and Glendale apparently were 
hardest hit by spilling flood waters, several hundred 
subdivision homes being knee-deep and higher in :water 
as muddy mop-ups began today. Some boat and jeep 
rescu~s were made by lawmen. 
· Globe and Prescott were among other cities sharply 
struck by heavy thundershowers. ----------------------Sixteen-year-old Mike Leija, son 
of.Mr. and Mrs. Santos Leija, 6621 ·FLOOD FA/L$ 
N. 59th Ave., Glendale, was elec-
trocuted when he leaned against T 0 DAMPEN' 
a utility pole about 3.20 a.m. to-
day, at 59th Avenue and Grand, JUNKET. 
Glendale police reported. The high
voltage pole leakage was blamed 
on the storm. 

Sheriff's Capt. Robert Heck de
clared the flood the worst in his 
33-year recollection here. 

Arizona House Speaker W. B. 
Barkley, D-Maricopa, is .. a 
Glendale resident and was in 
the center of the flood west
side area this morning. 

-1"--. / • , ~i;~ Gazelle staff photos bY Roy Revnol~s HECK ESTIMATED a solid 

Sunset' DrivP nn WP.c;t side in 6300 block today resembled river as flash flood inundated yards and sent water swirling into manx homes. ~~~::.~~-~.:~-~.::~~~-~:: :.~T 

Barkley was due to take off 
at 8 o'clock from Sky Harbor 
AimPrt with~up of nine 
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FLOODING IN EAST MESJA. NEIGHBORHOOD ON AlJGIJST 
1:~--·J' 

14, 1990 AT INTERSECTION OF GLENMAR AND 
BALSAM ROADS. 



(~ 

INDIAN BEND WASH (IBW) IN SCOTTSDALE FLOV\IS 
WITH STORMWATER RUNOFF FROM JULY 24, 1990. 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE 18\rV WAS A COOPERATIVE 
EFFORT BETWEEN THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS, THE 
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE, LOCAL DEVELOPERS AND TH 
FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT OF MARICOPA COUNTY. 







New River rages aereJJ Peorht Ave!ue west 
~,..If 11&1 A~enue in the December 1W6/ flood, 

.:: 8M at an unknown crossing in the Febuary 
, 1931 flood. l+la tlaw River Da~5rt, Aertb of 

Jomem Road, was completed in 1985. 
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SALT DID FLOOD - Salt River at flood stage in the 
"big one" of 1905. Photo, property of Henry A. Sal
cido, 1720 Circle drive, was taken from the north end 
of the Maricopa and Phoenix Ra ilroad bridge (now 
S.P) and shows the Santa Fe bridge which w as weak-

·- -~ 

ened by the flood and collapsed as train moved north 
ward across it. It must be noted r ailroad crossing 
w ere only bridges. First highway bridge wen t in ove 
10 years la ter, present four-lane thoroughfare in mid 
1930s. · 





Break in CAP Canal 

Downstream of CAP Break 



Power Road and Apache 

Power Road and Apache 



102nd Street and lllini 



72nd Street and Inverness 



McDowell and Recker 



96th Street and University 

Near 96th Street & University 
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Storm Erosion 

Storm Erosion 
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NEW RIVER - Normal Condition 
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Skunk Creek forms sandbars across 83rd 
Avenue south of Greenway in the 
December 1967 flood. Adobe Dam on 
Skunk Creek, west of 43rd Avenue at 
Deer Valley Road, was completed in 1984. 
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Arizona Canal Diversion Channel Project 
Reach4 

Description: Reach 4 is the final 4.2-mile section of a 
16.5-mile-long drainage channel __ 
constructed along the north side of the 
Arizona Canal. Reach 4 is a rectangular 
concrete channel approximately 24 feet 
deep and 36 feet wide. It stretches from 
12th street in Phoenix to about 40th Street 
in Paradise Valley. 

Purpose: 

BEFORE 

To provide flood protection to homes and 
businesses south of the Arizona Canal 
between 12th Street and 40th Street. 



AFTER 
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Locat ion: 
Wash at Echo Lane facing DS 
(south) . Photo taken 
within the channel . 

Notice the steep 
unprotected side 



18 . Location: Immediately US 
(north) of private drive in 
Capistrano Homes Development . 
Photo taken from the bottom of 
the lOth Street Wash. 

Notice the wide channe l 
section. This reach is above 
the 100-year FEMA floodplain 
and has the capacity to convey 
the 100 - year runoff within the 
ba~ 



~ 14. Locat.Lon: Irr .. nediately U~; 
(north) of Moun 1_ai n View 
facing US (nort-h) . Photo 
taken from thE bottom of the 
lOth Street Wa sh. 

Notic e the thick vegetation 
in the wash. The channe l 

~bottom can not be seen 
because of the th ick 



Location : lOth Street 
Wash at Diana Avenue facing 
DS (sout h ) . Photo t a ken 
from within the channe l. 

Notice the e ros i on on the 
banks and the c h a nnel bottom 
from the high velocities . 
Also noti ce the steep and 
unprotected side slopes . 



~~ .. 

~ 
. . 

13 . Lo c a t l o n : Immed la t ely 
US (no r t h ) o f Moun tain Vi ew 

A facing DS (south ) through 
the east c ell o f t h e CBC a t 
th i s cross ing . Photo ta k e n 
fr om the b o tt om of the l Oth 
St reet Wa sh . 

Not i ce the debris that gets 
transpo rted i n the wash 
the sedimen t t hat is 

o s i ted . 
:e=w+ e""""' 



16. Loca tlon : Immediately 
S (north) of Cheryl Drive 

facing US (north ) . Photo 
taken from the bottom of the 
lOth Street Wash . 

Notice the wide c hannel 
section that the devel oper was 
required t o cons truct. 
This reach i s above the 10 0 -

e ar: FEMA fl oodp lain and has 
the capacity to convey t h e 
100-yea r run o ff within the 
banks. 

~ 



~ 
I I 

August 14, 1990 --Arizona Canal Diversion Channel (ACDC) at 43rd Ave. crossing. 





) Looklng eout hw;st from 7th Ave;ue south of Northern - Lateral 12 Spil l 
flood tere f r om break east of Lat. 12 - 1:00 PM (8/3/43) 

This yard on 7th Avenue south of the 
Arizona Canal is flooded by an August 
1943 storm. 
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r---------------------------------------~~-----. ----------~---------------------------

I~ . . 
.. MARCH 23, 1959 • 

... ..... 

.. Arizona Governor Paul Fannin signs Senate Bill 204 which empowers 
• · o;.;t~._r,..~·i Arizona counties to establish flood control districts .. ,~ ~·JI • 

-··~""'"11:.'1;!- .. ...Ut • -·· •• 
' ,-J.~ • ~\r"!'T '1.:!>-.!lif p:y,.v-;-J..O:• • .' '"· t-'1-':11:'1'-11 ~ dii",I•Y:~YJ'l~~. ~~ 'i'!JL .. ;. •• ·r· - r 
- • • i. . • .. ,__ ....... :,:a,~ ,l c~L~-~~ ~~·~nn- ~ ~ ""l. ~-y ~-... ~~"' ... )~~. ·~,.~ .. _ ........ ~ L : 

-.. -. 

'· ' .. ..,_ 
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(From Left to Right: 'Nick Udall, attorney and former Phoenix Mayor; Fred Glendening, Maricopa County 
Engineer; Henry "Hank" Shipley, Salt River Project; Governor Fannin; Sam Tucker, Phoenix City Engineer) 
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